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Selling and Buying of Antique Coins

by Shdhncr Khnn

“Who are the main buyers ol antique coins in

Dhaka?

The answer is simple; why, Lthe coin collee-

tors of course.

But coin dealer and unusable laka E:Lhnngt.r
Mohammad Shahdal llossain would nol agree
to this. In his opinion, the oldest coins are
bought by “fakirs™ and the labour clasé pcople

— nol by coin collectors.

Shahdat llossain,

P mﬂt

Sclling old currency notes is very prolfitable,
but buyers arc few, Shahdal 1lossain sells all
nincteenth century coins for 20 laka per piece.
Indian coins are for
Taka 10 to Taka 15 cach. Old Pakistani coins
are sometimes ‘sold for more than the origina
value. Everyday he saves around Taka 50 alter
-p:nding his daily cost of living.

- "] eannol cxactly icll you how all these old
nnlnlmnl:lumfhnnd They come o me In
various ways,” says Shahdat, "But most of these
coins are sold 1o mc¢ by ordinary people and
beggars.” Shahdal next shows me an 1835

All twentieth century

Mustahid, Mujib
elected JUTA
President, Secy

Dr. Khondoker Mustahidur
Rahman and Dr. Md Mujibur
Rahman were unop-
posed President and General
Sccrctlary of the Jahangirmagar
University Teachers'
Association, according to Lhe
universily sources on
Saturday, reports [3SS.

The clection was sched-
uled for December 18 to elect
dn 11- member body of the
Jahangirnagar Universily
Teachers' Associalion, bul as
there was no candidale
against them, they were all
clecied u

The other nl'ﬂu: bearers of
the association are Md.
Salimulah Khan, Vice-
Prestdent, Dr. Abdul Gani,
Treasurer and A T M Atiqur
Rahman, Joinl Scocrctary.

‘13 awarded Bhasani

Gold Medal '90-'91

Bangladesh Krisht Sangsad
has awarded Moulana Bhasani
Gold Medal 1990-9]1 1o 13

for their contributions
in difflerent ficlds, a Krishii
Sangsad press rcicase said
Saturday, reports 1SS,

The recipicnis of the awa-
rds for 1990 are Kh Sahadat
| lossain, Mansur Jearder, 'rol.
Hasan Abdul Qayum, Dr. Mirza
Al Mahmud Manik, Engincer
Abdul Mannan, MS Nasrcon

H.{ccm. and Abu Nasar

Those who reccived the
awards for 199 are Abidur

Centre on Friday
Dr. Ashral {. Chair-
man of the Board Direciors

government

Justice Chowdhury de-
-:HMIM‘-
instiiution and said “we are
forgetting his ($hasani] idcals "

EXIDE ¢

aged 25,
small wooden box full of coins and unusable
moncy on the Chawk BBazaar road al Old Dhaka.
According to him, labourcrs and
old coins as they have no other way of earning
their living. The buyers, aller buying coins,
rce them and turn them into lockets.
"Well, my actual mondy-ecarning source is
derived from unusable currency exchange —
nol from sclling old coins”, says Mohammad
m Chan, aged 28. Another coin and currency
dealer says, I buy torn and dirly noles for a
h’l‘.l’ than actual value, sell them to
Banks for higher pricc and next count my

llll‘ with his

ol
"fakirs” scll

collcclors.

sold during this twelve
an Indian coin dated nruund fifticenth century.
He could not exactly identify the origin of the
coin. lle could not tell me exactly from which
country Lthe coin o _
the coin as a Ram-Laxman-Sita coin. [t was sold
for Taka 2000 to a coin collectlor. [3ul this sort
bargain is a rarce event among the Chawk
Bazaar coin dcalcrs,
Alik Chan sold an Indian seventeenth cen-
tury coin for Taka 500. lle is ignorant about
the origin of the currency
the "Dar fallah™ coin

All coin dcalers came to this
trained by their fathers and uncles. They are
awarc Lhal these currencics hold much higher
values in foreign countrics and among real coin

Indian coin, "A young individual sold this 1o me
I'urTiItlﬂnl'lly—lllll.ll it for Taka 207, he
explains.

"ﬂ'lc most EIPLI'II-I\‘E cuin that Shahdat ever

in his trade was

riginaled. Bul he identilies

and identifics it as

profcssion

"But | can not be a dreamer, a hard nut to

crack for the customers. Il | should wait for

the connoisscurs of old coins, | shall have litue
time to counl my profits”, says Shahdat. "l do
my price asscssment
customer's financial means.
price cheap for “fakirs™ uﬁupcmlbren-
thusiastic customers.”

Around Dhaka, therc are nol
where old coins are sold. For coin
these small merchants are Lthe only hope. If you
arc interesied in old coins you can
take a trip to the Chawk Bazaar and Gulistan

a prospectlive
means the

-hw-

leclors,

certainly

Food for work programme '91-92

The Ministry of Reclicl will
sanction 5.30 lakh metric lons
of wheat worth about Tk 371
crore under Food for Work
Programme in the current
1991-92 fiscal year. reports
NSS.

This was disclosed in the
first mecting of the
Parliamentary
Commitiee on Reliel Ministry
held (Saturday) at the standing
commiliee room No 1.

Presided over by Sitalc
Minister for Reliel Lutlur
Rahman Khan, the meeting
was allended by its members
AKM Shahidul Islam Dachchu,
ATM Alamgir, Mohammad
Niamatullah, Akter llamid
Siddiky. Mohammad Azizur
Rahman, Abdul Matin Khasru,
Kazi Shamsur Rahman,
Mohammad Harun Rashid
Mollah.

It was also revealed in Lthe
meeting that relief materials in
cash and kind worth more
than Tk 200 crore worfc sanc-
toned for the last devastaling

cyclone and flood allecicd
people.
The mecting also informed

that so far 83000 meiric lons
of wheat was sanctioned for
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5.30 lakh tonnes of
wheat sanctioned

Test Relicf Programme and
395 road bridges and culverts
would be built under the su-
pervision of Reliel Ministry
during the current fiscal year.

Lutfur Rahman Khan called
upon the members of the
commitice and Lthe concerned
authorily o Lake nccessary
mecasures so that the huge
quantity of relicf and other ma-
ight be distribuled

t and affected peoplic.
He urged them lo supcrvise
and take neccssary sicps for
implementing Lhe projecis
undertaken for the purpose.

Bangla-Myanmar

ties discussed

The ambassador of Mya-
nmar in Bangladesh, Mr Soc
Myint, called on the 'ost and
Telecommunication Minister
Muhammad Keramat Al al his
office here on Salurday,

reports 13S8S.
They discusscd bilaicral re-

lations and matiers of common
intercel.

By Staff Correspondent

Dry weather will prevail over the munlryduﬂ next
36 hours commencing 8 pm Saturday, Met Lu.-.(

Sky will be
Kustia, Jessore,

cloudy in Rajshahi nnd the region
T-npiluﬂtlyn:mmﬁ durhuthu

No .lppmchhk change in weather is expected during the

]

The Joweslt lemperalure on the day was recorded at

Temperalure and humidily recorded al important citics

and towns on Saturday were:
Temperature in degree Celsius

Cities/ owns

|
i
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Max
25.
27.
26,
28.
26.
27.
28.
20.
25.
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Dhaka
Rajshahi
Khuina
Psarise

Cox's Basar
Srimangal -
L]

Min
14.2
15.0

94 4
12.0
12.0
16.5

92
I12.8
10.6

9 am
78

6 pm
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WE market the most comprehensive
batteries manufactured

climatic condition

Radio artistes
congratulate

govt decision

Radio Bangladesh Stall
Artistes Sangram Parishad
Saturday congralulated the
m:nntnt decision (o regu-

the stall artistes of the

reports ISS,
~ The convenor Subal Daun
and General Secrclary Shaliur
Rahman of the Sangram
Parishad, in a statement, said,
the decision was the oulcome
ol the long cherished ho
and aspirations ol the [ive
hu slall artistcs of Radio
Bangladesh. They said, no gov-
ernment in the past 52 ycars
ok any initlative of fulfilling
the demands of the arlistes.
The leaders of the Parishad
cxpressed Lheir gratitude to
Information Minister Barrister
Nazmul liuda for the initiatives
to regularise the stall artistes.
The decision was Laken fol-
lowing Lthe meetling betlween
the Information Minister and
the Sangram Parishad on
Thursday last.

"Ekushey Padak"
for school, college

teachers from '92

The government has de-
cided to proposc
, secondary and highcer
secondary leachers for the
"Ekushey Padak™ [rom next
year, reporis BSS,
This was decided al an in-

ter-minisierial mectling on

Saturday at the conference’

room of Cultural Ministry with
State Minister [or Cultural
Aﬁn Prol Jahan-ara licgum in
Information Sccere-
IA.:B; Hurutldln Al Masud,
tional Secrclary in-charge

of the Cultural Ministry Islamu-
ddin Malik and scnior olficials
from concerned ministrics and
divisions werc present in the
mecting.

The stale minister under-
lined the necd Tor proposing
the names of brilliant perso-
nalitics for their outstanding
contributions in the develop-
ment of science and technol-
ogy in the country along with
eminent pérsonalitics from Lhe
ficlds of lilerature, art, cduca-
tion and joutnalism.

Humﬁyun accredited
to Chile

The Government decided
on Saturday in Dhaka Lo con-
currently accredit Mr
Humayun Kabir, Permancnt
Ihpm-epum of I:I-nglndcuh

the United Naljons, °
M of I:Iu‘hdelh to
Chile, reports BSS.

They discussed p-rhamr:n-
tary issues and othcr malters
of mutual interest.

the names of

L -y
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Chhat.ru Oikya Forum brought out a processien in the city on Saturday demanding release of

its leader Mosharefa Mishu.

—Star photo

Founding aﬁniversary of Society for Rule of Law

Respect to laws a must

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas Saturday called for
establishing democratic valucs
in the society with a view to
consolidating the hard-cagned
independence and the present
democralic system, rcports
BSS.

Addrcssing the seventh
founding anniversary of the
"Socicty for Rule of Law” al a
city hotel, the President said,
without respect o laws, no
socicty could achicve a solid
foundation of democracy.

Presided over by the soci-
ety's President, ["I'ur Rasuddin
Ahmed, the funiction was ad-
dressed, among others, by
Finacne Minister M Saifur
Rahman, Justice Abdul Matin
Khan, President, Supreme
Court Bar Associalion, Dr
Rafiqur Rahman, Advocalc
Ahmed lussain, Advocalce
Abdus Sobhan and M llazral
Al

President Biswas who was
he chicl gucest, said, the pre-
scnt socicly was a pluralistic
one, and for thal rcason, cmp
eration and coordination of
various shades of opinion was
esscntial for attaining progress
and prosperity.

The President said, it was
the fundamental responsibility
of the stale 1o prescrve ﬁghu
of the individual. Te said,
sbcial pence and securty were
the safcguards of individual
Hiberty. ;

President DBiswas also
pointed oul that it was Lhe re-

| sponsfbility of the citlizens to

" . Club of Dhanmandi

The 276th regular weekly meeting of the Rotary Club of
Dhanmand! will be held today (Sunday) at 5-30 pm at hotel

Dr Aktaruzzaman, consultant,

cancer surgery, Ahsania

Mission Cancer Centre, Dhaka will deliver lecture on ‘can we
prevent cancer’ as a guest speaker.

Bulbul l.alnakalaz-\cadcmy

A nine-day progr

4

founding anniversary

amme will begin jomorrow (Monday) at
auditorium nl’ Shilpakala Academy in obscrvance of 36th
Om-lw Lalitakala Acadcemy.

Prime Minister ‘I:h.ﬁ.lm Khaleda Zia will inaugurate the

function. The

» includes receplion o the scholars

in cultural fickd and cultural functions.
amme will be held at national

muscum auditorium. Th-. who will be accorded reception

The last four days progr
are G A Mannan, Rahijn

Khanam Zhunu, Kazal Ibrahim, Abdul

Ahad, Kalim Sharafl, Dr Enamul llug, ledaruddin Ahmed,
Feroza Begum, Ferdousi Rahman, Ronen Kushari, Kajlum

Chowdhury, Ferdousi
Ahmed, Nina |lamid,

Majumder, Sudhin Das, Shah Jalal
Parin Majumdcr,

Fazlul llugq, Abed

Hossain Khan, |laralal Roy, Abdul Latil, | lesan All Khan, Samir
Das, Kamruzzaman Moni and Shaylendr.: Kishor Chowdhury.

| Bring back youths

to healthy hfe:
Tariqul Islam

Minister for Soctal Wellare

fle was addressing the
members and patrons of
‘Chandef Hat,” a juvenile or-

wHMm.n

It was also addressed,
among others, by’ Mrs. Nargis
: president
"Kingshuk<® artiste Shah
Mohammad Morshed and Md.
Ashral | lossain.

The ministcr also enjoyed a
lively musical soiree per-
formed by “Kingdhuk™ artisies.
The songs were and
lun-l by Ashral llossain, an

W]I'H'H NEW DIMIENSIO
ander icence from au&m""i!“‘

mmmmwummmm

Sunday

Morning Session
8.00 Opening announce-
¢ ment, Al-Quran, pro-
gramme

SUMINEATY
Live telecast of the

opening of S5th SAF
Gamos from Srt
Lanka

Evening Session
Opening announce-

ment, Al-Quran, pro-
Erammc summary

5.10 News in Dangla

5.20 Recflation f[rom the
ible

5.30 Maake Niye

6 00 Educational
programme © Can You
Do W7

6.30 Sporis programme
Cricket

7.068 Tagore's songs

B.00 News in Dangla

8.30 [Mrabube

9.00 Dama serics | Oshin

‘10.00 News n English

10 30 Rag Mang

11 .30 Khabar/The News

11.468 Closh :

abide by laws and help achicve
the rule of law in ll'u. socicty.
lie stressed the nceed for
creating social awarecness for
establishing rule of law in the
socicly.

Dwelling on the funcition-
ing of a democratic state, he
explained that it was nol a

butl a group of people
who guide the democracy. It
was also the responsibility of
all concerned to help ensure
the success of the mllecllvc
lcadership and lead the nation
1o its cherished goal of rule of

law and democracy, he ex-
plained.
The President caNed for

mainilaining tolcrance and co-
operalive atlitude by all con-
cerned despite various unrests
lo give the hard-carnced
democratic process a perma-
nent shape. In this context, he
urged the lawyers to play their
duc role.

President Biswas  said,
indiscipline could not be the
guiding principle of a normal
lifc. lle said. anarchic attitude
disrupts the social life. lle
strcssed the need
laws in accordance with the
nced of the hour and felt for
the urgent need of the inde-
pendence  of judiciary.

r ]

Explaining Lthe presenl par-
Hamentary democracy, he said,
such sysiem of democracy was
successful when views and
opinions ol others were given
due attention and respect. In
this process of collective lead-

for new

for democracy : Biswas

crship, the president said,
the opposition should show
its coopcrative atlitude o the
government.

Explaining the contempo-
rary situationn of the socicty,
the President said in this ini-
tial stage of democracy, the

" country was under the threat

of terroirsm. Terming terror-
ists as thc prime cnemies of
democracy, he urged, all con-
cerned to lide over the crisis
unitedly. The President
pointed out that of the
country, who fought relent-
lessly for nine years for
democracy, whould no longer
accepl any lerrorism.

The President called for
making 1the hard-carnced inde-

pendence and sovereignly
meaningful.
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| 2 forei gn+ boats

seized at
St Martins

CIITTAGONG, Dec 21:

Bangladesh Navy Ship Khadem
during intensified anti-smug-
gjln;. anti- Pirﬁ and fishery

on Thur-dny
lppr:hcnd:d iwo foreign

mechanised boals from SL
Martins area and arrested all
the 21 erew members, reports
BSS.

The Boats were impounded

while they were engaged in
smuggling paddy and rice. 500

maunds . of paddy and S0
maunds of rice ve becn
seized from the boats.

A case has been with

the Teknal Police Station in
this conncection and the crew,
boats alongwith smuggled

goods have been handed over
to St. Marlin's Police for lcgal
action.

Amendment to rules
of procedures

further examined

“The adjourned mwcling of
the Jatiya Sangsad Min?
Commiilee on Rules
Procedyre was held in Sangsad
Bhaban last night with Spcaker
Shafkh Rarzzak Al in the chair,
rcports 13SS.

The committee further ex-
amined the proposed amend-
menl 1© the rules of procedure
and wok some more decisions.

The mecung was attended
by Dcputy Speaker Humayun
Khan Panni, LGRD and
Cooperalives Minisler Abdus
Salam Talukder, Chief Whip
Khandker Delwar Hossain,
Information Minister Nazmul
Huda, Stale Minister for Law
Aminul llagque, Rahmat Ali MP,
Advocalc Fazley Rabbi, MP and
Latifur Rahman, MP,

Italian envoy
meets Speaker

The ltalian Ambassador in
Bangladesh, Dr Claudio
Pacifico, called on Specaker
Shaikh AN at his of-

fice in the Sa Bhaban
Saturday Iﬂtﬂ'-ﬂﬂ reports

185

Its new
just for you

The Baily Star is pleased to introduce a new
column where individuals and drganisations can
publish Birthday and Anniversary Groetings, Con-
gratulatory and Condolence Messages, Get-Well/
Good-Luck Wishes, Birth/Death Announcements,
In Memoriam,; etc. at nominal charges.

For booking

details, plcase contact :
Advertisement Manager
Phone : 246023-4, 863035
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EPSON DFX-8000

The Fastest
Printer

Lightning fast printing, dual tractor feeds,
one-touch controls, sophisticated paper handling
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