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Traffic tangles and garbage trucks

By ASM Nurunnabs
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our noticing any improvemen
in this sector we have been ob-
serving gradual deterforation
afficting its multidimensional
S one particular aspect which
is a constanl eye sorc is Lhe

at those'
substantially if the public
buses, in particular, stop their
Eﬂﬂ of loading and ofl-

There are specilic bus
stands with zebra crossings for
pedesirians, quite away from

to the intensification of lrnmc

Some specific instances
may be cited of this hazardous
ractice. Al there is a
stand near the Sishu Park
well away from the busy cross-
roads opposite the PG
the public buses have

it a practice of stopping

near the gale of the Diabetic
Hospital, where there is a
heavy congestion of pedestrian
and vehicular traffic. You will
meet the same scenes al the
Topkharma Road crossing
across North-South Road, the
road crossings at Nilkhet-
Mirpur Road ncar the New

No headway in govt-SKOP talks |
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wage commission
submil its report within
months of ils formation.
government, howcever,
let the SKOP leaders
{ the mininum wage
be fixed within next
months.
Although the SKOP lcaders
unanimously showed an un-
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powe
ter, they diffcred substantally
on the question of the propo-
sed work stloppage in the

~ changed situation.
SKOP has already an-

nounced a 48-hour country-
wide work stoppage from lo-
morrow 6 am lo press its 5-
point charter of demands.
Some important compo-

may be substantially cased.
is also observed thal the
vehicular traffic in the cily is
often reluctant to follow traflic
lghts al road junctions. The
rickshaws are, in most cascs,
the worst offenders in Lhis re-
We are oflen presenied
with a picture of free-for-all at
such points. The worst suller-
ers in this situation are the
pedestrians who wanl o cross
the road from one side Lo an-
other. There appears o be no
or little respect for zebra
crossings which arc c¢n-
croawched upon often with im-
punily by the wehicles.

It is also observed when a
green signal at a road junction
is about to change into red,
some of the latc coming vehi-
cles in their allempt to beat
the red signal, hasten their
movemenl al break-neck
speed, thercby adding consid-
erably to the risk of accidents
in possible cross traffic.

The traffic police, in the in-
terest of smooith movement of
vehicular trallic and conve-
nience of pedesirians wanting
lo move across, should be firm
with these who violate traffic
lights and encroach upon zcbra
crossings.
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There s one particular irri-
tating phenomenon which may
turn the pit of your stomach. |
reler to the obnoxious move-
ments of municipal garbage
trucks at pcak traflic hours in

nents of the SKOP maintained
that it should go ahead with
the work stoppage programme
in case Lhe government did
not completely concede the
demands.,

Samajlanirik Sramik Front,
backed by Bangladesher
Samajtantrik Dal (3SD), the
labour front of llasanul llogq
Inu’s JSD and the Trade Union
Federation hold this opinion.

Some componcents, how-
ever, argucd that as the work-
ers of jule and textile sectors
had already withdrawn their
road-and-railway barricade
programme scheduled to begin
al the same time, the SKOP
should also go for signing an
agreement with the govern-
menl on the basis of the al-
ready agreed points. This [ac-
tion felt that the SKOP pro-
gramme would not be a com-
plelc success.

It apprchended non-coop-
cration from the workers of
jute and textile seclors since
their support would be re-

the morning through the cily's
road nctwork. This is unthink-
able in any modern city, which
Dhaka is sicadily growing into.

The City Corporation au-
thority may kindly look inte
this nauscating long-standing
practice and cnsure that the
work ol collection and carrying
of garbage from different
points in the city is taken up
and completed during small
hours of the as is the
practice in many modern ci-
tics.

The need for more public
toflcts in also being increas-
ingly felt in this rapidly cx-
panding metropolis. There are,
of course, some public toilets
al isolated spots, bul these
hardly scem to meet the total
needs. I, thercfore, seems ur-
gent  that the municipal
authorities should give their
thought to the setting up of
public toflets atL more key
poinls as a priorily project
everl on the principle of “pay
as you usc” basis.
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Another distressing aspect
of our city life is o view Lhe
abominable disfliguration of
the city's walls and buildings
with various slogans and gral-
fii painted on them. Atlempls
arc made from time to time to
cover them up, but those
writings on the walls never
ccasc lo rc-appear. From the
sociological point of view, this
may by Lhe reflection of a
propensity ol a class of people
low in standards of education,
civic sense and public decency.

Since this has become a
consianl ecye-sore Lo the city
dwellers, it is [elt that the
municipal authorities should
think of ways ol Lackling the
situation with suitable rules
and regulations.

garded by the government as a
breach of contract under the
lasl agreements.

According lo sourcces,
among othcers, CPDB-backed
Trade Union Centre [TUC)
held this opinion.

The rest of the SKOP com-
poncnts felt that in the given
situation the SKOP should
rather defer the work stop-
page by two wecks and tLhe
lalks with the government
should be continued on Lhe
major fssucs as well as on Lthe
rest 75 which called for bilat-
cral discussions.

According Lo Lhe sources,
the last option is likely to be
accepled by the entire SKOP
and it may announce the next
course ol action today evening.

The SKOP’, however, in a
slalementl fssued to the press
yesterday said that its 48-hour
work sloppage programme
remained unchanged as the
governmenl and SKOP could
nolt rcach conscnsus on the
demands.

‘Gorbachev may opt for
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of personally heading an inter-
national commitiee o aid the
citizens of the former Sovict
Union.” .

The reporls gave few other
detafls. Gorbachev's office said
it had no information.

The comments raised the
possibilit that Gorbachev
could take part in anything
from an intcrnational organi-
zation such as the United
Nations o some kind of pri-.
vate group.

With the lml:ﬂnl union
facing scvere shortages as
~ winter comes on, the United

States on Friday sent its first

r:l of humanilarian aid
r a programme (o dis-

tary rations, US officials an-
nounced. :
In the next two weeks, the

n Community plans to

fly dirs 3.4 million in food and
medical aid lo Moscow and St
Petersburg, the first install-
ment of a dirs 260 million
emergency reliefl programme.
NATO and the Europcan
Community, meanwhile, have

o recognize the Soviet re-

publics as independent states.
untgllrglnn. President Bush
recognition was *
o lake a mﬂcbﬂufun:.'ﬂim
e
L pes Russia
become

can a member of the
+defense = alllance, once a
staunch foe of the Kremlin.

"Today we are raising a
:;um of Russia’'s meémber-
p in NATO..... regarding it
as a long-term political mli:n.'
Yeltsin said in a statemiént
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social work

read Lo a mecting of NATO for-
cign ministers in Brussels by
the Sovict ambassador to
Belgium.

The NATO rcsponse was
non-committal. “Nothing is
excluded,” said NATO Secre-
tary-Gencral Manfred Woerner.
But he emphasized Lthat Yeltsin
had said membership was a
long-term goal. :

Yeltsin got a less equivocal
receplion in ltaly, where he
was grected virtually as a head
of state and given dirs 1.3 bil-
lion in credits Thursday.

Related story on page—8
Markovic quits
protesting
'war budget'

BELGRADE, Dee 20 :
Yugoslavia [federal Prime
Minister Ante Markovie an-
nounced. his resignation teday,
saying that next year's budget
was a "war budget.”

His anmouncement came
dfter the Belgrade daily Borba
reported that Markovie
handed in his resignation on
Thursday because of di
ment over the military share of

F

The Baily Star

Pak army chief tells press

For God’s sake, don’t drag
army into politics

ISLAMABAD, Dee 20 : The
head of the Pakistan Army
General Asif Nawaz today dis-
missed any suggestion ol the

army retumning o power say-
ing the military no r
wanted W be in -
tics, reporis .

In comments published 10-
day in the local press, the day
aller an u con-

frontation between President

| Ghulam Ishag Khan and op-

position leader [enazir Bhutto,
Asil promised the democratic

| mmﬂ continuc in

*Three gencral clections
have been held in the
country and there will be many
more clections in the future.”
he saiid.

Asked about a possiblc ro-
turn o martial law f(ollowing
clashes Thursday outside par-
Hament between Dhutio sup-
porters and police which left
75 injured, Asil said : “for
god's sake, don't drag the
armmy inlo politics again.”

The army has ruled
Pakistan for more than halfl of
the 44 years since indepen-
dence from Britain and arc
still often scen as the country’s
political arbitrators.

Asil also denied that the
Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI) or any similar organisa-
tion had been given the Lask
to investigate an alleged rape

of of Bhutie's close
friecnds, saying it was “a civil
mattier.”

Pakistan coplc's l':f:.ﬂ‘l'"‘l
and Ishag Khan, who sacked

PPrime Minister in
August 1990 for alleged mis-

throwing Bhutlie supporicrs
clashed with riot police who
made baton charges and fired

loar gs.

Winter
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with an inaugural address by
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas. The address which s
expecied to reflect the poli-
cies of the government in dil-
ferent scctors will be dis-
cussed at length in the [ouse.

A number of ordinances in-
cluding the Local Government
(Upazila Parishad and Upazila
Administration Rceorganization)
(repeal) Ordinance, 1991 will
be placed before the House in
the inaugural sitting.

Mcanwhile, five pending
bills on remuncrations, privi-
leges, and allowances of the
President, the Primc Minisler,
and the Members of
Parliament; now under
scrutiny ol a select commitlee
may be laken up for disposal
during the session.

Work of the sclect commit-
tee on the five bills have, how-
ever, nol progressed much so
far becausc only a few mect-
ings have been held.

The Standing Commiitiee on
Rules of Procedure is working
on proposals to amend the
Rules of Procedure of Lhe
llouse to make it more cffec-
tive in keeping with the switch
over from presidential o par-
liamentary system. The Go-
vernment under the amended
constilution is accountable to
the parliament, and so Lhe
rules need to be reshaped
accordingly. Some old rules
may be deleted and new ones
inserted through the proposcd
amendment, sources say.

The Parliament is expecled
to witness heated debale, over
the Indenmity 1 Bill in-
troduced by hammad
Nasim, Chicl Whip ol the op-
position; and the progress of
work of the parliamentary
commillee on campus vio-
lenee.

The Indemnily Repeal Bill

is under the scrutiny of a par- -

llamentary s commitice,
So far three meetings of the
commillee have been held.
Awami  League leader
Mohammad Nasim has criti-
cised Lhe government for not
convening meeting of the
commitice. lle has also threat-
enced nol lo cooperale with the
government and refrain from
participation in the delibera-
tions of the committec on

session

campus violence if a decision
on the Indemnity Repeal Bill is
not laken.
A Government source lold
the Daily Star on condition of
ty that they have not
obstructed the introduction of
the Indemnity Repeal Bill. But
how the government can call
the Indemnily Ordinance of
1975 ilicgal. Only the court

can give such a verdict.
would rather like the AL lead-
ers 10 Lake up the matter in
the court in the form of a writ
petilion.

Awami Lcague Ileaders
maintain that filing a writ pe-
tition could only be their scc-
ond option. The government
should first give a reply to
Ltheir request Lo pass the
Indemnity Repeal Bill that pro-
tecls those who were respon-
siblc for the killings of August
16, 1975.

Train derailed

near Feni

FENI, Dec 20 : Train ser-
vices between the port city of
Chittagong and rest ol the
country resumed tonight after

9 hours of disruption, railway |

sources here said, reports
UNIL.

The rail communication
remained suspended  since.
12.30 pm today [ollowing
derailment of two boggics of
Chillagong-bound Mahanagar
Express near Sharishadi sta-
tion here.

_The train services resumed
al 9-30 pm aller the two bog-
gics were removed from the
u-ckhy:ﬂ-q_tmm.

Railway authorities said
nonc was hurt by the aecident
in which the last two 'S
of the train just slipped off the
line and came o a jolting halt.

A reliel train from
Chittagong arrived at the spot

‘al about 2 pm and cul ofl the

derailed beggics cnabling the
rest of the train to reach its
destination.

The cause of the accident
was yel to be ascertained. But,
raf sources apprehended
that” the mishap might have
occurred because of
"buckling®-displacement of
the track duc to heat.

PARIS, Dec 20: Isracli
Prime Minister Yitzhak’Shamir
expressed satisfaction Friday
that all parties in the Middle
East peace talks wanted to
continue them and said the is-
sue of Isracli settlements in
the occupicd territorics was
open o negotiation.

"We must continue,.” Shamir
said in an intcerview with the
French television channcl
Antenne 2. “Aller this first en-

Lounter [of Arab and Isracli

negotiating tleams in
Washington), everyone decided
to econtinue them. it's a good
sign.” s

He said the sctitlements
"are a part ol the territorial
problem.”

"We will negotiate on every-
thing,” he said. "And when we
have fixed the borders, there
won't be any dispute about set-
tlements any moré.”

Referring to US President -

Bush's expressions of disap-
pointment at the lack of
progress, Shamir said: "The
Americans perhaps are accus-
lomed to secing immediate re-
sulls.”

in the Middle East, he said,

' Shamir sees ‘good
 Eletolin

"you must have patience.”

Reuter said President [3ush
cxpressed disappoiniment on
Thursday with the lack of
p in the Middle East
talks but said .the United
States would continue Lo acl as
an "honcest broker” in the ne-
gotiations.

The United States had
problems with some positions
taken by beoth Isracl and the
Arab nations participating in
the talks, Bush said. But he
added: "We can't wave a wand
and diciate.”

Chinese team
due today

A six-member Chinese
friendship trade delegation ar-
rives here today on a weck-
long visil to explore possibili-
ties for setiing u nt venture
industries and rnj::m-ing bi-
lateral trade, reports UNH.

The team will particularly
discuss the possibilitics of
joint venture in sewing ma-

chine manufactu industry,
small scale mnn::qu and | Sayed Rashidu

finished leather projects.
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Bh.-l: Alam

Leper turns
fake

By Staff Correspondent

Police Friday arrested a
beggar who was in disguisc of a

to decetve -by.

Shah Alam, 21,
keep himscll wrapped with
sacks as a leper on the Farm-
gale over :

Tejgaon police inlcrrogaled
him and had him examined at
"G Hospital and found him in
sound health.

A casc was registered with
Tejgaon police in this connce-

tion.
Operation
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Dhaka on Thursday-.
Laparoscopic cholecystee-
tomy surgery was first per-
formed by Dr Philipe Mouret
and his collcagues in France
in 1987. Within the next
twelve months this unique
less invasive procedure was
cagerly embraced by many
surgeons Lthroughout Europe,
North America, Japan and
other arcas of the world be-
cause of Lhe significant bene-
fits in overall patient care.
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Sarwat Khanom, the patient.

—Star photo |

Dr Sarder Abdun Naycem
said thal they have performed
over 100 laparoscopic opera-
tions al the Tokyo University
Medical Centre since 1990. A
total of over 1000 such opcra-
tions have been already per-
formed in 50 institution
throughoul Japan, he added.

BIRDEM is likely to buy
the equipment, costing be-
tween Taka 15 to 25 lakh,
said Prol Motior Rahman.

., Prol AK Azad Khan,
Director, Rescarch and
Developmeént of BIRDEM,
said the laparoscopic opera-
tion process will be intro-

in Bangladesh very
soon. Trial operation on goals
will bc conducted initially

starting on May next year,
Steel workers
call off strike

Steel and Engincering
Corporation Employces and

4+ Workers Federation have de-

cided to call off their planned
48-hour strike scheduled o
begin Sunday, reports UNDB.

The decision was taken
aller fruitful discussions with
the authorities Friday, a press
rclease of the federation said.

Minister for Labour an
Manpower Abdul Mannan
Bhutyan assured Lhe federation
leaders that demands of the
union, which was pressing for
their 12-point demand, would
be solved soon. -

The minister informed the
union leaders Lhat Lthe gov-
ernment has in  principle

toe form national wage
and production commissien
for the workers of the public
sector industrics, pay an ad-
vance of Tk 1500 subject to
adjustment after implementa-
tion of wage commission re-

port and bring constructive
changes in the existing labour

™ DUTA
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president, vice-prusidgnt Lrea-
surer, general sceretary and
joint secretary respectively.

The corresponding con-
ienders from the "‘White' pancl
are Prof Dr SMA Facz of Soil
Science, Dr Jaheda Ahmed of
" , Prof Dr Md Shamsul
Huq ol IBA, Profl Dr Sayced-ur-
Rahman of i and Dr
Hasan of
Markcting.
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FATEH JANG(Pakistan), Dec 20: A tribal counctl here today
called for the death of the alleged rapists of Farhana Hayat,

of

|

Paktstani
kcadcr Benazir Bhutio

poliiscian and a friend of
More than |,000 of
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casing

and DBeijing that developed  afier China's
crackdown on pro-democracy g

demonstiraters in

Beijing's Tlananmen Squarc, the paper said, reports AP

| Nlandela, de Klerk
close to agreement

JOIHANNESDHURG, Dee 20
The first scession of South
Alrica's de talks endod
optimistically aflter the
African National Congress
(ANC) edged closer 10 accept-
ing the White government's
commiiment o a non-racial
constitution, Reuter.

ANC President Nelson
Mandela, the first speaker at
the historic confcrence at-
lended by 19 political move-
ments, said the process to-
wards adopting a post-
apartheid constitution was

u |

" (these talks) the situ-
auion in our country will be ir
reversible... one thing is cor-
tain, the process towards real
democr is unstoppable,”
said in the

Mandcla's spcech s the
strongest acknowledgement 1o
date he now accepts President
FW de Klerk's pledge that his
government s¢es the move o
reform as irreversible.

Delegations representing
the White government, tribal
lcaders and anti-apartheid

movements have gathered at a

Johannesburg conferenee
cenire in a bid to agree a
peaceful way to extend politi-
cal power from the While

AAPSO meet

demands Suu

Kyi's release

By Staff Correspondent

The four-day consultative

conlercnee of SAARC country
national commitices of Alro-
Asia DPcople’'s Solidaritly
Organisation (AAPSO) con-
cluded in the capita on Friday.

The key feature of the con-
cluding days was sending two
scparale messages to the
Burmese government and op-
position lcader Aung San Suu
Kyl |

In the message to Myanmer
government the AAPSO
strongly deplored the unwar-
ranied and illcgal restriction

imposed upon Madam Aung
San Suu Kyi.

"It is a gross violation of the
lundamental human rights and
international norms that she is
not even allowed to meel her
husband and children,” the
message said,

The message also said il is
more deplorable that she was
prevented from receiving the
Nobel Peace Price in person.,

The - participants ol the con-
ference demand withdrawal of
all restrictions imposed on her
and that the Myanmér gov-
ernment allow her the rightful
place in her country according
to the wishes of the people,
the message added.

In the message o Suu Kyl,
the pants felicitaled the
detained; leader on her win-
ning the Nobel Peace Prize.

Bakerganj
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polling centres.
Nine candidates including

three independent are con-
testing in the by-clection.

The are : Mujibur Rahman
Sarwar (BND), Faxlul llaq (AL),
Shawkat llossain ", Abul .
Hasnal Noor Mohammad -
rullah [Jamaat), Abdus I-%
(Bangladesh United Commu-
nist League), Krishak Moham-
mad Sadck (Bangladesh Kris-
hak Sramik Mukt! Andolan),
Ahmed [Babul (Ind), SM Delwar

Hossain [(Ind)., and Haliz
Rashid Talukdar (Ind).

unnahar

establishment enclave.

“The moment of truth has
now arrived for all of us. We
can no longer avold our tryst
with destiny,” said Supreme
Court Jydge lsmail Mahomed.,
co-chairman of the Lalks.

The two-day talks got under
way with minimum and
ceremony with the mr of
cach dclegation giving a 15
minute policy speerh.

Mandcla indicated the ANC
would accept an interim gov-
ernment scleeted by confer-
ence dcelegates, but said the
main anti-aparthcid movement
was resoluie that an assembly
o adopt a ncew constitution
musi be sclecied by universal
srafTrogse.

"An inlerim government,
important as it may be, is bul
the produet of agreement be-
tween oursclves as  political
partics and organisations. [t
will not be the outcome of full
participation by the people of
our country,” he said.

lle said the talks named the
Convention for a Democratic
South Alrica (CODESA), pro-
vided the best chance for a
peacclul setllement to the
cbuntry's political problems
since the White-created Union
of South Alrica was promul-
gated in 1910.

Khaleda
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Education Servi-ces Suncthra
Ranasinghe were present to
grecet Begum Zia,

She was presented with

and taken to the pre-
senlation line,

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman, who is al-
rcady in Colombo and Bangla-
desh lHigh Commi-ssioner to
Sri Lanka Shamsher M Chou-
dhury were also present at the
ai :

The Prime Minister's ar-
rival was heralded by the beat-
ing of Kandyan drums as she
alighted from the special flight
of Bangladesh Biman. o e

The airport ceremony was
also marked by traditional
Kandyan dance and drum beat-
ing

The Katunayaka Airport
was decorated and illuminated
to welcome the . dignitarics
coming here to atlend . the
SAARC summit

From the airpori, Begum
Khaleda Zia flew to the city by
as helicopter accompa-
nied by the Sri Lankan Prime
Minister.

The Prime Minister is lead-
ing Bangladesh delegation lo
the sixth SAARC summit

Tomorrow's summil will be
more “business-like® since all
preparatory work leading o
the summit had been com-
pleted before the annual sum-
mit was ned, '

The sh declegation
to the summil ' includes,
Forcign ' Minister ASM Mos-
tafizur Rahman, Begum Shams-

Khwajah Ahsanullah,
MP and Foreign Secretary Reaz
Rahman.

SAARC summit
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travel within Lthe seven na-
tions, the officials said. ,
~~ More than 3,500 cemd 4
have been deployed in
Colombo for the summit. Army
troops and a special anti-ter-
rorist task force were on alert,
sald a sentor police official who
requesied anonymity. '

Armed troops conducted
random scarches of vehicles
as a on M
allacks ‘by Tamil separatist
gucrillas who have been fight-
ing an 8 ycar-old war for an
nt homeland.
story on




