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Soviet collapse poses
problems for existing
arms treaties : NATO

BRUSSELS, Dec 20 : NATO

Foreign Minisicrs outlined a

new arms conirol agenda on
Thursday and said the alliance
would forge closer links with a
new pan-Europcan scecurity fo-
rum, reports Reuler,

Aller a mecuing in Brusscls
dominated by
tion of the Soviel Union, the
ministery said in a statement
they wanted 1o build a "new
coopcerative order in which no
«couniry need harbour fears for
fls security.” -

But NATO Scerclary-
Gencral Manfred Wocerner said
the Sovict collapse posced
problems for existing arms
treatics, particularly a key
accord on culling conventlional
forces in Europe, signed last
year by the North Atlantic
Trealy Organisalion and the

the disintegra-

now defunct Warsaw MPact.

The ministers urged the
republics of the crumbling
Soviel Union o respect armis
trealy limils agreed previously
by Moscow and Wocrner said
he was hopelul that they
would.

Now tLhal the old cold war
military divisions no longer cx-
ist, 'the 38-nation Conlfcrence
on Sccurity and Cooperation in
Europe (CSCE) is duc (o take
over arms control aller a
summil of the member nations
in Helsinki next March.

The ministers  said  there
should be talks afier llelsinki
to keep the level of armed
forces in Europe to a mini-
mum, as well as exchanges of
information to build mutual
conflidence.

Israeli commandos

abduct 8 Lebanese

NABATIYEII, Lebanon, Dec
20 : Isracli commandos ab-
ducted cight Lebanese from
near the south Lebanon village
of Jibsheet, a wilness said tlo-
day, rcports Reuter,

The witness, who declined
to be namoed, said he and 10
other people were stopped by
commandos on a road near
Jibsheet, the village from
which the lsraclis two ycars
ago kidnapped Shi'ile eleric
Sheikh Abdel-Karim Obeid.

The witness said he and
two others were briclly held by
“the Israelli commandos with
' cight caplives.

Among Lhose kidnapped
was journalist Shawaki Fahs,

checking the report.

Fah's brother told Reuters
that Fahs heard hclicopters
hovering over Nabaliych and
ncarby villages on Thursday
night. llc went oul Lo investi-
gale and failed to return.

Airborne Isracli commandos

‘abducted Obeid, a lcading pro-

Iranian clerie, from his home
in Jibshect, on July 28, 1989

Obeid, a member of the
pro-lranfan llizbollah (party of
God), is Isracl's triumph card
in the Jewish state's cllorts Lo
scpure the release of six miss-
ing Isracli scrviccmen or their
remains.

Only one of the missing
Israclis, airman Ron Arad, is

who works for Reuters and the
Beirut newspaper As-Salfir.
Fahs is based in Nabatiych.

" The Lebanese army and the
Jinternational commitice of the
Red Cross said Lhey woere

believed o be still alive.

There were no immediate
reports on the operation from
Isracl, which imposcs military
censorship on sccurily mat-
lers.

BERIERY

Pilot killed as Pak ter crashes:
A Pakistan Air Force fighter has c

Jsumy Fod e
official statement said Friday, re AFP from i
The Chinese-built F-6 came down ncar the airfield

at Sukkur in southern Sindh province Thu while it was
on a routine flight, the statement said, adding that an inquiry
had been ordered into the incident.

Bush to visit Australia:

President George Bush said Thursday he was looking forward
to meeting ncw Australian Prime Ministcr Paul Kcating when
he visits the country at the end of Deceniber, reports AFP
from Washingilon.

Bush said that the United Stales and Australia had “historic
good rclations” and that he "knew and respoected”™ Keating
who earlicr Thursday had replaced l3ob [lawke as head of the
Austmalian Labour Party and as Prime Minister

Hawke, who led his party o a record four clection wins
since 1983 was ousied in a secret ballot of his party's MPPs
and replaced by his lormer Treasurer Kcating.

Bush will leave Lthe United Stales on Docember 30 arriving
the following day for a three-day Lrip o Australia afier which
he gocs on to visit Singapore, South Korca and Japan.

13 killed in Punjab blast : miricen

people were killed and 26 injured, some of them scriously, in
a powerful bomb blast in Ludhtana Thursday, reports PT1 from
Chandigurh.

Elsewhere in Punjab five militants and a person were
killed since last night

The blast look place outside the main building of the tele-
phone exchange in Bharat Nagar Chowk.

An unidentificd militant was killed in an cocounter with
security forces ncar village Kartarpur tn Patiala district. One
i—l? rifle and somw cartridges were recovered from the

A special police officer, Pala Singh, was gunned dewn
militants in Sangrur district. ”

Sharif visits Sinpm tomorrow :
Pakistani Prime Minisicr Nawasz will pay a two-day visit
Lo from Sunday, the Ministry of Forcign Allairs sadd
Thursday, rcports AFT.

He is W call on his counicrpart Goh Chok Tong, and also
see scnior nilnister Loe Kuan Yew, Lhe city -stale s founding

minisier.

Sharil will be arriving from the South Asian Summit in
Colombo.

The visit will be the first o Singapore by Sharil since he
took office in November 1990.

FMLN downs Honduran coeter:

Leftist Salvadoran rebels said on Thursday they had shot down
a Henduran military hclicopter, killing its nine mian «rew
including two coloncls, reperts Reuter.

The clandestine rebel radio Venceremwos said forces of the
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) shot down
the helicopicr during clashes with Salvadoran government
forces in the northeastern province of Morazan, ncar the
Honduran border.

The US-msade Ull-1H crafl was shot down during heavy
fighting" when it flew over the combatl zone “flying low, in a
provocat " the radio said.

The PMLN regretiod the incident and asked the onduran
military high command 0 kecp fls atrcrall away from zancs
undcr . their control.

Four killed in Ohio plane crash :

an engine and crashed in  a field, killing
al lcast four people, authorities said. Rescue crews seurched
for a fifth victim, reports AP from Ohio.

Cessma exploded on impact Tucsday
said Ron Bradicy, arca manager for the Federal Aviation
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ROME: Russian President Boris Yeltsin smiles as Italian President Francesco Cossiga pins
the medal of Grand Cross Knight of the Italian Republic on Yeltsin's coat during a cer-
emony held Thursday in the Presidential Quirinale Palace. Yeltsin arrived for a two-day

Asmed Forces,

COLOMBO, Dec 20: South
Asian leaders meeting in
Colombo on Saturday arc ex-
pecied to focus on the growing
links between terrorism, drug
trafficking and the arms Lrade,
conference sources said on
Friday, reports Reuter.

The mecting was originally
scheduled for November but
Bhutan's King Jigme Wangchuk
could not altend because of
domestic security problems.

Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka form the South Asian
Assoclalion for Regional

Coopceration sctl up scven years

ago to raise the living standard
of a billion poor people in the
region.
- Their Foreign Ministers
were pulting the final touchces
loday lo a drall statement,
called the Colombo
Declaration, to be issucd by the
leadcrs on Saturday.

The statement was cox-
pected Lo call on the member

stales o lake action, under
two vonventions signed at pre-
vious meclings, to control ter-
rorism and drug traflicking in
the region, the sourves said,

Tamil rebels, fighting for a
scparale state in Sri Lanka, are
known lo buy arms for their
military operations with drug
money, the sources said.

_ The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eclam rebel group is the
main suspect in the assassina-
tion of former Indian Prime
Minisler Rajiv Gandhi seven
months ago in India.

The summit was also cx-
pecled Lo sct up a commission
to recomunend ways ol alleviat-
ing poverty in the region, the
sources said.

Regional cconomic coopera-
tion, liberalisation of trade,
environmenlal issucs and
tourism promotion arc also on
the summil agenda.,

Some leaders are also ex-
pected to hold scparale infor-
mal discussion oa bilateral
problcms, contentious political

issucs being barred from the

formal mee of SAARC.
AFP adds: Sccurity forces
continued a drive againslt

Tamil Tiger gucrillas in Sri
Lanka's northcast and killed
four more rebels in a brief

© fircfight, a military spokesman

here said today.

Troops opened fire at a
group of men believed to be
from the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in
Vavuniya region overnight
‘Thursday, killing four of them,
and recoyered an autlomatic ri-
e, the spokesman said,

i

lle said security forces kept
up rouline opcralions against
the LTTE across the embattled
northcast bul denfed reports
that there had been aerial
strikes  against LTTE posi-
tions.

"We  have nol carried out
any acrial atlacks or any ar-
lillcry strikes in the past 10
days. But wc have dropped
lcallels asking people Lo move

visit aimed at establishing direct relations between Italy and Russia,

'‘Collective control of N-arms absurd'

Gorbachev urges republics

to set up a single command

MOSCOW, Dec 20 : Sovicl
President Mikhail Gorbachcv
called on republican leadcrs
Thursday Lo scl up a singl
command for siratcgic nuclcar
weapons, saying colleclive
control would be “absurd”, re-
parts AFP.

He also urged them o work
out a foreign policy, saying |
don't see how we can koeep a
common strategic defence
without a minimum common
foreign policy.”

Writing In the Daily lzvestia
ahcad of a meeting Saturday ol
leaders of republics sctting up
a new commonwcalth of inde-
pendent states, Gorbachov said
the Commonwcalth should
“define immediately a single
structure of control and
supreme command for strale-
gic foroes.”

lie addoed that "a collective
command would be absurd "

While he did nol refer Lo
himsell as “Prestdent,”
Gorbachev said he had a
"political and moral” right to
address the ketter Lo republi-
can lcaders mecting at Lhe
weekend in Alma Ala, the capt-
tal of the central Asian repub-
lic of Kazakhstan.

Gorbachev said the
Commonwealth should have “a
political representative” tn
internatlional boudics such as
the Europcan Community,
saying that otherwise the in
termational communily would
lose lrust in the
Commonwcalth

This was all the more 1im-
portant because "It has inher-
ited the Sovict Undon's slatus
as a nuckear power.”

In the letier, which he
mailcd Wednesday before the
publivation of decrees by

Russian 'resident Boris Yeltsin
anncxing the Kremlin and
abolishing the Sovicl Foreign
Ministry, Gorbachev added, "1
don't sev how one can keep a
common sirategic defence
without a minimum common
foreign policy.”

For the Commonwcalth lo
be viable ecomomically, hce
went on, it "needs structures
of economic cooperation,” in
the [inancial, customs and
banking sectors

Gorbachev  said the
Commonwcalth should be a
"multinational entity” with ab-
solule cquality beiween slaltes,
and bciween cthnic groups,
religions, traditions and
customs,

Every citizen should be-
come “"a citizen of the
Commonwcalth” and thcore
musl be respect for "human
rights.”

Ishaq calls for Islamic bloc in Asia

ISLAMABAD, Dec 20
President Ghulam Ishag Khan
called Thursday for an Islami
bloe in Asia comprising
Turkey, Iran, Alghanistan,
Pakistan and the Muslim cen-
tral Asian republics, reports
AFP.

in his annual specch 0
Parliament, Ishaq Khan saud
“highly promising new op o
tunities” had emerged wi lg P
restoration of the sovercidly
and Islamic identity of 1he
Soviel central Asfan ropublics,
but stressed the need for the
carly scitlement of Lthe Alghan
conflict to make this "dream”
come Lrue.

The day would come, he
said, when “the chain of
fricndship binding tegether

Turkey, lran and Pakistan will

Deng for powerful army to face hostile fo

BEIJING, Dec 20 : Senidor

Chinese lcader Deng Xiaoping,
citing the continued prescnoe

of imperialism, has called for

maintaining powerful armed
and police foroes, a newspaper

reporied today, says AFTP.
Scpuralcly, a spokesman

sald teoday Lhe Chinese
Parliament would start the
ol inil ranks

to the police foree for the frsi
time since the Communist
Party 1wok power here in
1949,

The Libcration Army Daily,
the mowthpicee of China's
carried a
signed analysis arguing for the
preservation of a powerful

extend through Alghanistan 1o
the Muslim republics.”

The President's speech o
the Parllament was inter-
rupted for halfl an hour by op
position uproar inside and vio
lence outside between police
and supporiers of former
premier Benaxir Bhutlo.

Ishaq Khan deseribed

Cambodian
minister
fired

PHNOM PENII, Dec 20
Cambodian Prime Minister
Hun Sen fired his Transport
Minister today in a bid o guell
violent demonstrations against
oflicial corruption, reports
AFP.

army as a delcrrent against
hostile foreign forces.
"It s inconceivable for Lthe

' imperialism
and hcgemonism exist,” Deng
wias quoted as saying.

"We must bulld a powerful,
revolutionary army that is
modernized and standardized
the 87 -year-old military wet-

eran i
Deng ts offi retired but
used o be the ol the

powerful party Central
Commission {CMC) and st
hoilds a decisive role in mith-

tary allairs, army officers say .

Pakistan's efforls o renew Lics
with ecentral Asia, afler what he
called “historic” changes in the
political and cconomic struc-
ture of the Soviet Union, as
satisfactory.

He recalled that the cities
of Samarkand and Bukhuara in
the central Asian Soviet re-
public of Uzbekistan were
once Lhe Islamic world s
"cultural and spiritual eentres”
and that Pakislan's relations
with the region dated back to
centurics.

"The Muslims cannot thank
almighty enough for the return
of these symbols of glory and
splendour of Islamic civiliza-
thon,” said Lhe President, onc
day an official Pakistani dcle-
gation retummed from a three-
weck tour of the region.

He was the guiding lorce
mnﬂnuﬂrlﬁmﬂmnﬂl-
Uroops from the People's
Liberation Army (PLA) In the
19808, as China strived 10 fos
ter a more professional -
ing force. The PLA now
some Lhree milllon soldicrs.

concern over Lhe chaos of
their mnorthern  nel ur,
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| SAARC summit to focus on links
between terrorism, drug trafficking
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away [rom LTTE targets,”

Coloncl Sarath Munasinghe
said. |

lle said sccurity forces
were on top of the situation
in the northeast, where the
LTTE is fighting to establish a
scparale stale for Sri Lanka's
iwo million Tamil minority
conecniraled there.

"We are planning more op-
crations against the LTTE. All
our plans arc moving accord-
in to schedule,” said
Munasinghe.

His remarks came as a sc-
nior minister in President
Ranasinghe Premadasa’s gov-
ernmentl planned Lo travel to
the LTTE's main stronghold of
the northern Jallna peninsula’
for peace tlalks with the
gucrilla leadership.

Tourism Minister S
Thondaman has proposcd
grealer autonomy for minority
Tamils in a bid to end the 19-
ycear-old guerilla war which has
cosl Lthousands ol lives.

ME talks resume
in Moscow

Jan 28

BRUSSELS, Dec 20 : The
next multilateral phasc of the
Midcasl peace conference will
take place in Moscow on
January 28 and 29, US
Secrelary ol Stale James Baker
said here Thursday, reports
AFP.

Baker said “Lhe parlies in-
volved all want this Lo happen
in Moscow."

The latest bilateral round
limped to a closc on
Washington Wcednesday afler
two wecks of Isracli-Arab Lalks
that yiclded little more than

agreemenl lo convene again in
Washinglon January 7.

The first mululateral ses-
sion was held in Madrid in

October.

Maoists kill
16, kidnap 2
in Andhra

NEW DELIII, Dec 20 :
Maoist gucerillas killed 16 bus
passcngers in a landmine ex-
plosion in the southern Indian
stalc of Andhra P'radesh and
kidnapped two nuclear scien-
tists in ncighbouring
Maharashtra, news
said loday, rcports Reuter.

The viclims of Thursday's
bus exploston included cight
policemen and two militants,
the Unites News of India
(UNI) ncws agency reported.

The police party had ar-
rested the militants for setling
a bus on firc the previous day
and were Ltaking them to jail,
UNI said.

The bus ran over landmines
laid around the village of
Ramavaram, 1,140 km (7056
milcs) south of Delhi, it said.

Also on Thursday, two
gucrillas were killed in a
shootout with police in the
ncarby village ol Huzurabad,
UNI said.

Iceland
recognises
Croatia,
Slovenia

REYKJAVIA, Dec 20 :
lceland said on Thursday it
had recognised the indepen-
denee of Croalia and Slovenia
from Yugoslavia and would
soon scl up diplomatic rela-
tions with the two break away
republics.

Forcign Minister Jon
Baldvin llannibalsson told
Reuler that lecland had sent
messages 1o Croatia and
Slovenia informing them of the
decision.

Arafat
in China

BEWING, Dec 20 : Yasscr
Arafat, President of Lthe State
of Palestine and Chairman of
the Executive Commiitice of
the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) arrived
here this morning by special

lane on an official visil to
al the invitation of the
Chinese President Yang

Shangkun, reports Xinhua.

importance of a strong army
was decreasing as military
conflict

"It s clear that we must pay
attention o Lhe diplomatie
N.ruthul if there s no mil-
Ilary king. this struggic »
doonmwd 1o losc.” it said.

W one wanis to defend the

security of the siate, not only
the army is necded, but alse
the army's scale and gualinty
must conform to the interna-
tlonal status and the demand
stale interests and rights of
the siate,” the commentary

Gorby yet to l{;lm
what others Fow

BOSTON : Mikhail Gor .
bachev may. soon learn what
many u political
leaders  alre know :
There's life afler the last
hurrah — on American col
lege campuses, reports Al'.

Harvard, Boston and
Stanford universitics all are
reporied to be trying to woo
Gorbachev even as the Soviet
Union crumbles around him.

"It would be a coup, If
you'll pardon the term,” said
David Reisman, a professor
emeritus al llarvard Uni-
versity.

Steve Singer, spokesman
for Harvard's John F Ken-
nedy School of Government,
said Lhe school recently re-
newed a longstanding invilition for Go

loston University Presi-dent John
in Moscow this week for a conferenes
making overtures 1o Gorbachev 1o con

Stanford University in Palo Alto, C./'fornia has a "number
of possibilitics™ for Gorbachov, a schoc ' pokesman sald.

-
Sophia Loren 'a
. . ’
little bit French

PARIS: — Actress Sophia Loren and nme Marcel Marceau
recefved high honours Thursday (v I'resident Francods
Mitterrand at the traditional ycar's ¢1« awards ceremony at
the Elysce Palace, reports AP,

Ms Loren was named a knight of (1« " gion of Honeur and
Marccau, along with French cabarel <1 [taymond Deveos, was
named a commander ol the National O lcr of Merft.

Mitterrand praised Ms Loren Tor Yoo acting and her hu-
manitarian work. lic noted her ltalian © 2lonality but insisted
she was “a lMtile bit French, even so.”

Sex in parked car okay if.....

ALBANY, New York : Sex in a parkos ar is allowed, as long
as no one is likely to see you, New Yo' -late's top court ruled
Thursday, reports AP,

The Court of Appeals threw out che
againsi threc women arresled in Buoll
in 1989,

The court, ruling in a 6-1 decisior
where the women were having sc»
"public placc” under staic law beca

achev to speak there.
dlber, mean-while, is

w was nc Lo k
to the I.II"IHFEI"I“.}".

s of public lewdncss
'n scparate incidents

siid the parked cars
'h nwn were nol a
vas carly morning, it

reporis

was dark out and casual passcrsby v

- the couples were doing.

The women's lawyer, David Sehop
because 1h
they could nol “readily be obser L7
There has to be the real likelih
walking by can sec this thing,’
convertible and it's high noon and # -

ness law did not apply
where

(the car) is a public place.”

Proseculors in the Erie County
claimed the women were quilty of pu!
city streetl is a public place and the

passcrby.
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LONDON: A new brand of cigare!
called "Death” is leaving smokers grosping at the
of the tobacco firm behind the prod
garettes are among the most exps
(5.5 dollars). The Com v
the product said they would be g
profit to cancer research charities

unlikely o see what

Had argued the lewd-
winnien were parked

! that somcone just
pp said. "Il i's a
1 public place, then

rict’ atlorney’'s office
lcwdness because a
'men were vistble o

: past launched here

wt. A pack of 20 a-
've on sale and cost
ny which distributed
"¢ 10 per cemt of the

— AFPYUNEB pheoto

‘Blast kills 8 in Medellin

BOGOTA, Colombia, Dec 20
: A bomb blew up in a shop-
ping centre in the Colombian
city of Medellin on Thursday
aflternoon, killing at least cight
and crit injuring 20, au-
thorilles reports  Rewter,
The bomb, containing 30

It elted party Gencral
Scerctary Jiang Zemin, who
now heads the milltary com-
mission, as supporting this

tional defence,” Jiang was
quoted as saying
The newspaper said that™ in

reign

kilogr 'ms of dynamite and
pack d  with I{ml and
L R !"M N a var F“
store 0 contml  Medellin, 2380
kin« 2O makes) morthwest of

the «oputal, authorities said.
Il was o Massaere.” & po-
Shesman said.

forces

Mintaining a st
was also key in irt:mw “E
use 0 loree, the paper sald.

TH -LMI:HI'I‘III'I for the
Nalt ol Mph‘ll cw
(NIYC) suid the Chinese
menl would next wee the
provess of mtroducing ranks
into s natiopal police force.

e measure was aimod at

e

"stre ogithening vonstrection,
senst ol duly and honour and
distiviine of the polies,*

spolisman Zhou €

lold eporters, adding that it

woul  improve the command

andd onagement of the force,
Faoks were first given
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