E guces, ii woni be

long belore we sec

satcllitg dishes  bueing
put-up on the rools of houscs
in Dhaka and memboers of the
aflluent communily start
walching the BHC World
Service and/or CNN from carly
morning to midnight.

Rumour has it thal inler
ested parties have been busy
finding out how to secure the
franchisc for distributing cf
ther or both the networks.
Being a little oul of wuch with
technical is of this broak-
through in broadcasting, |
plead my ignorance about the
details, such as the feasibility
ol bringing the two serviecs to
this country, the cost and the
transmission sysicm. One ex-
pert says that it has all been
worked out: another warns
that it is all very complicated
and cxpensive. Both probably
speak on the basis of ramours,
endicss rumours, which fill the
air of the capital's communica-
tion scone.

Howuver, as we know, this
is alrcady happening in scveral
other Astan citics. In Bangkok
where we spent several wecks
last month, it is no longer a
rare stalus symbol bul a pant ol
even middle class lie 0 walch
CNN and a couple of other US-
bascd nciworks on two scpa-
rale TV channcls, &of pro-
grammes  ranging [rom news
apd commentaries o popular
sports, {rom soap operas Lo
Americanised comedics. With
the rental charge for the two
channcis being less than 8100
a month, the cost is allordable
for middle class [amilics. Alcr
all, in the consumption-ori-
ented society in Bangkok,
many ol these [amilics now
have Lheir sccond cars o add
to the horrid trallic jams in
the Thai capital

Committed as 1| am 1w frec
flow of informalion across Lhe
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world, | am all for providing

our TV viewers with aceess 1o
addittonal sources of news and
commoentarics.

However, having watchoed
the services in Bangkolk, | re-
gard this new phenomenon
more as a complex challenge
than as an oulright boon.

In the lirst place, is it Frea-
sonable for a network like TNN
lor CHS/AIC) 1o assume Lhat
all the programmes it puls on
for US vicwers would be ap-
propriate for the TV audience
in, say, langkok or Dhaka”

My ansyer to the gquestion
is in the negative, Fair epough
But, then, can we expect any ol
these US-based networks,
especially CNN, 1o produce an
intcrnational version of its ser-
vice in which the American
view ol contemporary events is
balanced with a broader per-
ception offered by non-US —
weslern, Japancse and Third
World — sources? A CNN
source could very well say,
“Not yet” or "Not until we have
acquired a big market to justily
the additional cxpense.”

Here, Lthe BBC World
Scrvice could® well steal a
march over the US-based net-
work. The prototype of the its
J0-minute TV ncwsreel 1 had
scen al a broadeastling confoer
cnoc in Istambul some [five
ycars ago had dcalt with this
problem of balance in {ts pre-
scnlation much better than any
of he US-bascd nctworks we
had walched in Bangkok last
month.

There is still another chal-
lenge we should be coneerncd
aboul

How will our own national
TV networks face up o the
compatition poscd by lorcign
sorvices, sudh as the BHC and
CNN? The only way a national
station, whether it 1s BTV or
Doordarshan, can deal with
this challenge iIs 0 raisc the
level of s own porformance,
capectally in its presentation of
news and commentlarics, w0
cnsure that a viewer does nol
switch ofl the local channel
scv whal's going on in lorcign
broadcasts. If we can cliec-

tivcly face up to Lhis competi- |

ton, the threat poscd against
our national network may turn
oul 10 be a blessing in disguisc

‘ b related annivoersarics

cvoked in me some lond
memorics of the carly days of a
couple of publications in this
rcgion. Both owed thoir suc-
cess Lo the innovaltve zcal ol
their sponsors, the kind ol zcal
thal, alas, is scldom scen thesce
days, cspecially in this part of
Asi.

One was Lhe
[ounding anniversary ol The
Asia Magazine which, as many
old timers here may
rcmember, used 1o be
distributed in this country, as
in other parts ol the region,
cvery Sunday In the sixlics, as
a weekend supplement of two
newspapers, the Pakistan
Times and the Morming News..

Type-set in llong Kong and
printed in Tokyo, the journal,
based in the DBritish colony,
was distributed throughout the

HILE we were in
Bangkok, two mwdia-

Lthirticth

reglon, from South Korca In
th¢e Far East w0 PPakistan in
Soulh Asta, as a Sunday sup-

rk'munl wilh a dosen or more
cading English-language

dajlics. Thus the magazing

L ]

commanded a circulation of
over a million copies among
the highest income group in
Asia. This was preciscly the
sclling message the journal
used in persuading local, re-

- MYWORLD

S.M. Ali

t”l‘i!ﬁiﬁll.ﬂ'lf galciiia
Adrian Zecha, the first publisher of the Asia Magazine

the understanding that they
would onc day have a share of
the profit.

The blication was the
brainchild of Adrian Zecha, an
Indonesian-Chinecse l;;
treprencur, who was only
ycars old when he collaborated
with considerably older
Chinesc journalist, Norman
Soong o set up The Asia
Magazine. The (wo travelled
around the rcgion in 1960-81
— this writer mel them first in
Lahore — sclling the innovalive
concepl 1o the magazine's po-
iential partners. Some reacted
o the tion with a mix-
ture of bewilderment and fas-
cination; others were just car-
ricd away by Zecha's youthful
and vigorous salcsmanship.
Edited by writers and jour-
nalists handpicked the
Zecha-Soong tcam [rom coun-
irics in Asia and the Wesl, The
Asia thus carned Lhe
distinction of being the first
international publication
started In Asia.

Over the past 30 years, Lthe
journal has changed hands, its
formal and conienis. Having
left the publishing busincss,
Zecha is now a powerful
in the hotel and tourism | -
try in the Asia-Paciflic region.

The other anniversary was
that of the Nation, the English
daily of Thailand, which is

Entering a Tormenting

*For her own sake and in
her own right | claim for
woman her proper place in the
scale of created beings. God
has given her intellect. a heart
and feelings like your own and
these were not given (n vain,”
said a greal intcllectual while
addressing a public gathering
about hundred and fiflty ycars
ago. DBut now, even al the
threshold of the 21st century
we suppress women in all pos-
siblc ways.

Women's righls have been
discusscd for years logcether
both by th¢ nonr-governmental
organisations, [eminist groups
and government institutions.
Their rank in the offices, job
offering, benelits and salaries
has olten been subject of dis-
cussion and critical analysis.
But has anyone scriously
looked al their position at
home? [low they are trealed

within their own ‘kingdom'?
What aboul most of them who
are lerrorised by the mention
of their in-laws? And Why?
Many of them are even bealen,
while others arc silently slain.
Hence why is this major prob-
lem so much over-shadowed or
rather ignored? Almost cvery-
day we read in our daily news-
K:pr.r:, of houscwives being

rmt o decath,. or beaten

sevegely, and also of commit-
ting suicide. '

. Soctally they have no indi-
vidual identity, rather they are
addresscd by their family or
kinship relationship position
like daughter of such a man (i.
e. ‘meye’) wile or daughter-in-
law of a man (‘bou) .or mother
of & man (‘a’). All these fac-
torg show Lhat a woman fs
identificd by her role perfor-
masce in Lhe [amily, rather

than an individual. Thus a '

wofpan dcvelops as a primary
objective of life the virtues and
values of becoming a good
housewilc and a good mother.
From infancy to old age a
wothan gocs withoutl consider-

ltmn in all aspects of Hfe
' or ottside the family.

From chiidhood they are

inly Lratined to look alter

. house aflairs, bearing and
reating ol children, cooking

By Rahat Fahmida
and taking carc of all the Weddings boecome  vast
members of the [Tamily. coxtravaganzas, the eelebrations

However in recent ycars, Lhis
trend is gradually lading eul.

If the socicly insists a
daughter is never your own,
then she is not! As long as
minds arc swaycd by econdi-
tioning which insists that-a
daughter is a daughter Ull she
is married, while a son is a son
all your life, daughters will be
sccond class children — bur
dens o be borne with a shrug
and whimpcer and offl-lpaded
with a (car and asigh of relicf.

i

The basic rofes of the
women in the family, beth in
the urban and very much so in
the village arcas, with [ew
cxceplions ol urban educaled
and employced women, have
remained the same for
decades.

In our rcligion marriage is
looked upon as cssential for

‘From the saucepan into the fire’!

both men and women. It is
‘sunnah’ and is regarded as an
esscniial obligation to be
fulfilled.

Although dowry was never a
greal consideration in Muslim
marriages it has become
increasingly so in the last few
decades. Necediess to say that
the amount of dower is negli-
gible. It has become quile a
business Lo marry a girl, corn-
fiscale her dowry, divorece her
and marry again. This is in a
way common mostly in the vil-
lages. What happens to the
poor rejected girl seems o be
no one’s concern but their
own and Lhal of their families.

At no lime did her position

. as properly come forward so

strongly as al the time of
wedding. Even in the carly
ycars when marriage within
the family was not too great an
issue — even affectionate aunts
would turn into a tyrannical
mother-in:law, the tears could

. nol be anything but natumal and

spontancous. The songs or
music played at the time of
departure arg also caleulated
to wring the last drop of emo-
tion from the occasion and
make even the most unemo-
tional melt into a veritable

deluge of tears.

ol which could go on for days
togcether, They provided occea-
sion lor display of [amily
wealth and stalus. They also
pul even wealthy familics
solidly in debt.

Tania has been married to
her first cousin for the last wen
vears. Marriages amongst
cousins were carlier very
common within Muslim [ami-
lies. Tania sadly mentioned
that her concept of a happy
family lile and loving husband
totally Icll apart, only a few
months aller her marriage.
She said thalt she could never
imagine that the handsome
husband, coming Lo claim her,
would turn oul Lo be a spince-
lcss man, whose mother has
lavished everything on him —
making him totally emotionally
dependent on his mother, Wife

18 the least of his consideration

and alter the initial ardour has
worn off, he hardly pays any
allention to her. Tania finds
that she has exchanged the
bonds of her home for the
more rigid one of her hus-
band's home where she is
dominated by her mother and
sislers-in-law who are 'no
longer affectionate aunts and
cousins bul have becen meta-
morphosised by the new rela-
tionship and have hardly a
good word for her. Though she
works for a non-government
organisation and carns about
Tk. 4500/ per month c¢ven
then she is taunted for every
shortcoming and for not
bringing cnough dowry and is
generally treated on a level just
above that of a scrvant. The
clothes, perfumes and fowers
are no help and only e¢mpha-
sisc her helplessness.

This is the case ol many
others not only in our country
bul in South Asia. Ultimatcly in
their bitterness they do what
so many generations of women
have been doing before them.
They concentrale all their
starved emotions on their
sons. When small, the sons are
the only solace and when they
grow older they will be
instrumental in giving their

World!

mother power over their wives
and put her in the toveted
position of mother-in-law,

The story of Durdana’'s lile
is even a worse route ol dos-
tiny, Married at the age of 15,
losing her mother only when
she was months old and her
[ather at the age of nine, she
drecamt of cternal love, aflfce-
tion and happincess. Tormen-
ted by her mother-in-law, and
tortured psychologically by the
other in-laws she managed Lo
barcly survive, only because of
the intensity of her feclings for
her husband. Losing her first
child in an accident, and the
third and last child during his
birth, she is left with only her
second child, who s
unfortunately a daughter. With
the ycars the lorturcs and
insults scemed Lo be never
ending, and with cveryday it

"seemed Lo take a new shape.

Surviving in this siluation, her
stanrfina helped her Lo be an
carning member in the housc,
alongside her husband. She
was an aclive business woman
within a short Lime.

Managing to slrugglc
through twenty years of mar-
riage, Durdana still hoped and
strived for peace and happi-
ncss; when fate decided (o
lake a cruel step. Uncxpec-

tedly her husband died of
cancer, pulting an end to not
only her hopes, but also of her
destined dreams. Why did it
not put an e¢nd to the
humiliation by her in-laws?
They still crave o find faults in
her, in every way possible. Life
is a mirage lo Durdana.
Though now she has a grown
up daughter to hold on to, who
is also working: she is terr-
fied of what might happen
next — 7 She does notl dare
have any wishlul dreams, lest
she be disappointed.

It is amazing how lenuous
the claims of conditioning can
be. Education, progrcssive-
ness, awareness — even femi-
nism is a poor adversary where
conditioning is concerned;
nothing can quite prise
through Lhe layers and effect a
change.

The in-laws should under-
stand (hat just because she
enters their home and family,
a girl cannot - have a memory
blank, an emotional blank, and
treat her parents, il not as out-
sides, al least as distant con-
nection. The in-laws [ind it
hard to believe, that emotional
bonds can never really be bro-
ken, |

Thus for both parties mar-
riage is at thc same time a
burden and a benefit; but there
is no symmetry in the situa-
tions of the two scxes; for
girls marriage is the only
means ol integration in the
community, and il they remain
unwanted, they are, socially
viewed, as wastage. This is why
mothers  have always cagerly

sought to arrange marriages
for them. |

1991 : The

From Page 9
be too much influenced by the
ronts al the same time, par-
ticularly in his handling of the
Middle Easl hoslage issuc,

The successor o Perez de
Cucllar was chosen  in
November afller months of.,
jockeying for the job. lle was
Egyptian Decpuly Prime
Minister Boutros Boulros-Ghali
— the first African Lo head the
UN.

One more sign ol the
changed times at the UN came
in Seplember when North and
South Korca wcere admitted
scparalcly as mcembers as a re-
sult of China and the Sovicl
Unfon no longer opposing
South Korcan membership.

An issuc thc UN still had
not gol lo grips with was Easl
Timor, the Portugucese colony
occupicd by Indoncsia after
the Lisbon coup of 1974 and
largely forgotlen by the world
cver since. It came back into
the headlines with news that
up to 100 people had been
shol down by police in Dili, the
capital..

In the Philippines the re-
turn homce from the US of
Imclda, the wile of former
President Marcos, coincided
with news that American
troops would withdraw from

Year ...

Ltheir bases in the country.

An agreement that they
should stay for a [urther Len
ycars was rcjecled by the
Filipino Scnale mainly over the
low compcnsalion Llerms
Washingion was offering.
President Bush refused o
rencigotiale the terms and the
US said it wanled four years o
wilhdraw.

In a year in which the coun-
tries of Central and South
America moved further down
the road Lo democracy hopes
had been high that with the
clection in laiti at the turn of
the year of Father Jean-
[3ertrand Aristide as President,
diclatorship had at last gone.
But in January the army
crushed a coup attempt cven
before Aristide was installed
and he governed for only a few
months. The army itsell sltaged
a coup and he fled. lHaiu
seemed to be back to square
onc. :

When the Group of Seven
lcaders of the rich countries
mel in London in July they
paid little attention to the
problcms of the developing
world. Their minds were on
what was happening in the
Sovict Union and their own
recession and they were in no
mood to step up financial flows

- Dear Mila,

tions?

Dear Nila,

Dedr Mila,

for her death.

Dear Anonymous,

break away
life of her own,

Dear Mila, \

Dear Moeena,

Most people trying to lose weight have similar
is morc diflicult to retain a certain weigh
than it is to lose weight. Going on a crash diet for a month
and then on an cating binge for the next month is not an ideal
way of dicting. Good eating habit and regular exercise should
become a way of liflc. Only then it is possible to stay at your
ideal weight. Don’t Lry to losc all the excess weight in one
month. Spread il over the months.

Most working molhers sulfer from
fceling is not uncommon. As far as psychological damage to

I find it very difficult to lose weight and to restrain myself
Jrom ealing rich food. Few months ago | went on a crash diet
and lost |10 lb. in a month but gained it all back as soon as [
stopped dieting. What $hould | do? Do you have any sugges-

Nila,
Shegun Bagicha

problems. It
t after a crash diet

About 6 months ago somebody known (o me committed
sulcide because she could not bear the lorture that her
husband inflicted on her. ller husband weni scol [ree and is
going to remarry soon. [ want o know f any charges can be
brought against him. | also want to know who is responsible

Anonynmwous, Dhaka.

It is diflicult to bring charges against anyone in such a
case. The [irst question usually asked is why wasn't a case of
| cruelty, assault or violence reported when the vietim was
alive, It is tricky and difficult 1o prove this in court and would
require solid and irrcfutable prool and witnesses. As to who is
responsible for her death, well the obvious person is her hus-
band bul her family, close fricnds, and our socicty will also
have lo lake parl of the blame. Perhaps
supporl and confidence which would have enabled her to
[rom the traditional notion of marriage and start a

she did not get the

I am a weorking nw}wrwuhichﬂdrmmswzi :
The older one goes fo school and | have put the yuunger%ne
in a day-care center. My mother-in-law is very un

aboul

this. She thinks 1 am cruel to put a child of only 2= in a

school and she insists that the child will suffer psychBlogical
damage. What do you think? | feel very guilty but cannot stop

guilt and therefore this

staried as a poor second Lo the
Bangkok Post in the year
when we were our war

by and large, local reportiers
and feature writers are work-

ing on their own. We have read
some excellent reports and
features in the paper, all under
Thai bylines.

If The Asia Magarine was
the brainchild of the 27-year
old Zecha, the Nation owes fis
success (o another ng
Astan. Suthichai Yoon, edi-
tor-publisher of this daily was
just 30 when he keft a senfor
position in the Post o work
with (wo other Thalis,
Thamnoon and Sunida, to
launch the Nation.

It is nice to know how
much young journalisis iIn
other countries in this region
have achicved in a matter of 20

1o the South.

Their answer was lo e
their help 1o democracy and to
_T_ﬂsly Lthe rules of the marckct.

now triumphant capitalist
sysicm was showing ils down-
sidc.
The BCCI Debacle

The collapse of the Bank of
International Credit and
Commerce (BCCI), which op-
eraled in 69 counlirics and was
77 per cent owned by the

ruler of Abu Dhabi and

supporied by Arab lh-rm
ers, marked the uncovering of
what was called history's
biggest fraud. Hundreds of mil-
lions ol dollars had been mis-
uscd all over the world, mostly
al the cost of those small in-
vestors in develo countrics

it had purported Lo be helping.

As inquiries procecded and
bankers were arrcsied the full
extenl of the fraud would take
yecars lo uncover. A report in
December said the bank had
asscis of $1.16 billion against
dcbis of $10.6 billion.
[Depositors were owed 810 bil-
lon.

Of all the tycoons of the
Eighties who had begun to
come to griel in the US,
Australia and Britain the most
rcmarkable was Czech-born
British publisher Robert Max-
well, |

lle was picked up dead
from the waters of the Can-

!

the child

is concerned there is no
which show that children of working
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N mentioning the

mecling beciween

Moulana Bhashani and Lhe
late Labour leader Nye [levan in
London in the mid-fiftics, in
my column last Friday, |
overiooked that it was the
week when the country
observed the birth

As journalists, we had cov-

ered Lhe activities of the
Moulana for nearly five
decades, rcporting  his
speeches, meetings and his

trips abroad. Dut how much
have we writicn on the mpsan,
on his

wrilicn by a dcar friend of
minc, Khondoker
llas. It was descrvedly a best-
scllcr when it was

the late fifides. It remained
for perhaps a decade.
book is now oul of print but

people are still
Bhasani's life

arics aller disappearing from
his luxury ship. Apart from the
London Mirror group. he
owned newspapers, book
publishers and a myriad other
companics spread across much
of the industrialised world.

Within s ol his death he
was reve as Lhe
biggest fraudster who ever

lived, having stolen something
like 81,000 million. Il was a
story ol proportions few fiction
wrilcrs conicmplate.

As the yecar cnded with
more and more revelations of
financial disasters presided
over by banks and accountants
the now fashionable
that everything should be
lo market forces was looking a
little ragged round the edges.

Robert Maxwell was larger
than life in every way. So was

1991.
— GEMINI NEWS

Derek Ingram is Edilor of
Gemini News Service and was
Jormerly Deputy Editor of the
London Daily Mail. lie is the
author of several books on the
Commonwealth. Ile was Presi-

dent of the Diplomatic and

Commonwealth Wrilers Asso-
ciation in Briiain [(1972-74)
and was President of the
Commonwealth Journalists
Associalion (1983-90). In
1978 he received the

‘Commonwealth Press Union

annual award.

rescarch or stalistics
mothers suffer ad-

verscely. On the contrary such children have known to be self
conflident, cxtroverl and independent. What the child necds
most is a happy, seccure warm and loving environment at
home, and a mother who stays home docs not n

provide such an cnvironment. A good day-care center
compelent, allectionate care provider is much better com-
pany than a maid who can provide no stimulation for the

child.

Dear Mila. '

In January my daughter who is 3 will go to school. What
can [ do to so that she likes the school and does not [eel

afraid to stay without me?

Dear Saira,

Saira, Dhanmandi

The [irst day of school is very important for all children. It is

normal for most Lo cry

in the beginning. Usually this lasts for

a few days and before you know it they become eager to go o
school. You can slarl by talking about the new school, perhaps
take her for a visit and show her the building, Buying school
things such as a ncw bag, Ullin box cic creates enthustasm in
a child. '

WRITE TO MITA

Run by a trained and experienced

counsellor, assisted by a
psychologist and lawyer,

tions relating to family, marriage, health, family
relationships.

and social and interpersonal
Please address letters to Mita, The
3257 or to 28/1, Toynbee Circular
Dhaka- 1000. |

Family and Marriage
col will ! .
umn mrt:

Star. GPO Box
. Motijheel,




