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N 199] you had 10 rub

your cyes cvery now and

again lo make sure It was
really all happening. Tanks in
the sircels of Moscow. Jew
and Arab silting down logcLher
for peace talks, Black and
white working oul a ncw
constitution in South Africa.
Peace in Angola and Cambodia.

War in Yugoslavia. HHundreds of

blazing ofl wells turning Kuwait
day :r'\“gn night. i

The year had started with
Iraq entrenched in Kuwail and
a huge military bufld-up in the
Gull region by forces of the
United Stales and the so-
called coalition. It was eycball-
to-eyeball stufl: cither
President Saddam [lusscin
pulls Iraq oul of Kuwait or the
coalition strikes.

The First Electronic War

Just about cveryone ex-
pecied Saddam to pull out al
the last minute, but he did not.
On the morning of January 17
the world Icarned on a crackly
CNN line that Baghdad was be-
ing bombed. After that, for day
after day it was prescnted, by
mcans. of the most sophisti-
cated public rclations excreise,
with a sanilised piclure of the
first elcctronic war.

With perfect precision, it
was said, stiralegic largets
were — in Lhe callous military

ol the day — being Laken
out by the bombcers. Civilians
killed and injured were not on
view, and for a few days the
idea took hold that the new
technological age had pro-
duced some kind of “clecan”
War,
Not for long. When a shelter

full of refugees was mistaken
for a Saddam fntelligence
headquarters and many fami-
lies were killed truth was seen
to have been, as usual, the first
casually of war. Ly the end of
199] it was emerging that the
lechnology had been nothing
ltke as precise as sclecled
shots on TV had tricd o make
oul. In fact, we were now told,
it was still rather crude.

The wecks of continuous
bombing of Iraq were the pre-
lude 1o military assault. On
February 24 tLhe coalition
lorces struck into Kuwait and

Imq, by which time huge num-

bers of m's Lroops were

-ﬁllh‘ tn  their desert
nkers!

The assaull was in military
terms a brilllant success. In
100 hours Kuwait was [recd
and the allies were pourin
into irag. As Lhey bngd n.rj
sholt the retreating armics,
cvents moved so fast — as they
do at tmes of millkary collapsc
— that huge question marks
were left for the histortans.

President  George DBush
called a hall 1o the advance,
bul by now the devastation and

shed had reached torri-
ble propoertions. [Probably
200,000 had died in the 43-

creale “"safle havens” was
adopiled. The sullering was
immense.

Kuwall was in ruins. Three
hundred ollwells blazed flor
months. An in-
icrnational effort o cap them
r the fircs by ‘mber —

before anyone had pro-
dicted. The covirenmental
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. whom had been held in

became evident with the vic-
tory in the Gull and the col-
lapse of Lhe Soviel Union scv-
cral countrics ¢ posi-
ton. Syria and Iran became
[riendlicr to the US. This was
convenicnt o bolth sides. Now
Syria and Iran were no longer
scen in the Wesl as stlales
sponsoring intcrnational ter-
rorisis. '

Indced, they now became
helplul in sccuring the release
of western hoslages, some of
the
Lebanon for more than [ive
ycars. Months of patient

diplomacy, in which UN
Scerelary-General Percz de
Cucllar was a main playcr, led
to a deal involving Shias held
in Isracl and Israelli service-
men. DBritish journalist John
McCarthy was [freed in August,
then in the months lollowing
scveral American and Uiritish
hostages, including the
Archbishop of Cantcerbury's
special envoy Terry Waile,
blinked their way into [rec-
dom.

All these changes i align-
ment had an amazing sequcl.
On October 30 a le Easl
peace conferenee was con-
vened in Madrid attended by
Shamir and a Palestinian dele-
gation.

The opening session was
little more than a formality, If
the talking was to eontinuc it
would probably last menths, il
not years, Bul aller 40 ycars it
had happcned — the most sig-
nificant happening in the
Middle East sinec IP'resident
Jimmy Carilcr brought Egypl
and Isracl logcther at Camp
David in 1978.

While all were on the
Middle East in the [first
months of 1991 changes in the
Sovicl Unian were no-
tced. In the wake of pere-
strotka and mnosl, Lhe re-
unification Germany and
other changes In Eastern
Europe, president Mikhatil
Gorbachcvy was running into
increasing trouble. lle scemed
to have lost his way. ‘

The Failed Coup Against

Gorbachev

The West began o pay morc
attention o Yeltsin as be-
came more powerful, In Junc
he consolidated his position
in elections for the presidency
of Russia.

Less than three wecks aflor
ibush and Gorbachev had held
a summilt in Moscow, Sovict
radie announced on the
moerning of August 10 that
Gorbachcev had been deposed.

The plot was ill-planncd. Iis
lcaders, hcaded by Gennady
Yanayev, Gorbachev's Vice-
President, weore a mixed bag.
Yanayev appcared al a press
conference with shaking
hands. lic was, it transpired
later, full of drink.

Gorbachev was on holiday
in his Crimcan dacha. He and
his family were put under
house arrest. Within hours

people were out on the streets
of Moscow.

Restsienee o the coup cen-
tred on the Russain parliament
bufiding with Yeltsin rallying
lut:'l in scenes reminiscent
of 1917 Revolution. Army
tanks moved into Moscow, but
the soldicrs had mo heart for
the coup. The bulk of the army
did not waunt to the involved
and the crack Alpha group of
the KGI3 rcfused orders 1o
storm the Russian parllament.

On Augus! 21 the coup col-
lapsed and Gorbachev was
flown back 10 Moscow. He had
survived, bui much of his

power had gone. Yellsin was
the herv ol the hour and the

beneficiary of
Disastirously,

down the stalue of
KGH founder Feliks
Decrzhinsky
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Believe It
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Was All Happening

by Derek Ingram

Tanks in the streets on Moscow. Jews and Arabs sitting down together for
peace talks. War in Yugoslavia. Hundreds of blazing oil wells turning Kuwait
day into night. In 1991 you had to rub your eyes every now and again to
make sure it-was all really happening!

soughl autonomy or indcpen-
dence. In Sceptember of
Congress of Peoples’ Depulices
in Moscow passed a document
calling for a trealy creation a
Unfon of Sovercign Stales
(USS) and the rest of the year
saw dcclarations of indcepen-
dence and varying degrecs of
autonomy throughout
country.

Lithuania, Latvia and Eslonia
became indcpendent states
again afler 50 ycars and on
December 1 the richest repub-
lic, the Ukraine, voted for in-

dependence.
A week later the leaders of
Russia, Ukrainc and

Byclorussia, mecling in Minsk,
crcaled a Commonwcalth of
Independent States, which
scemed to scupper  the
Gorbachev plan for a union of
sovervign states of the 12 re-
maining republics. The three
Slav republics make up 70 per
cent of the Soviet population.

Gorbachev saw Lhe power
slipping from his hands day by
day as a direct result of the
drastic reforms he had intro-
duced on coming lo power in
1985.

The End of Communism

The ¢nd of communism in
the Soviet Union in 1991 was
the second phasc of a process
that had begun with its col-
lapse in castern Europe the
year before, the beginning of
the withdrawal of Sovict Lroops
and the end of the Cold War.

the

iried lo restore peace without
much success. The truth was
that Yugoslavia was made up
into a country afler World War
One and had .only been held
together after World War Two
by the magnctic personality of
President Josip Tito.

IBefore 1914 it had for long

been partly in the Austro-

llungarian Empire and partly
in the Otioman Empire. The
Scrbo-Croat Enmities reflected
that division. Serbia dominated
the fedor] army and historic
Croat Ic.v ~ of a Greater Serbia
were now 1 the open again. By
the end ol the year Europe
walched helplessly as one of
its most (recasured cities,
Dubrovnik, was pounded from
sea and air.

Europe Wrestling with
Change

Everywhere Europe was
wrestling with change in 1991,
Even Sweden, which for all but
six of the last 59 years had
been ruled by the Social
Democratic Party, wveted in
Scptember for change. Prime
Ministcr Ingvar Carlsson gave
way Lo Lhe little known Carl
BBildt at the hcad of a right
wing coalition.

The cconomically powerful
l2-nation European
Community found scveral more

countrics knocking on fits
door for membership —
Sweden, Finland, Turkey,

Cyprus and Malta but also in

So that was 1991
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On Junc 19 the last Soviet
troops left llungary and on
June 30 they were all out of
Crechoslovakia. Poland wanied
theirs all out by the end of the
year, bul the Sovicts wanted
until 1983 for full withdrawal.
Then, on July 1, in a cere-
mony in Prague the Warsaw

Pact was dissolved. L had
lasiwed 36 :
In hall a decade the face of

Europe [rom Berlin 1o the
Urals and beyond had been
transformed — and all with liL-
tie bloodshed.

That, however, was (o lol-
low. Centurics-old ethnic ri-
valrics began o surface in
many parts of the old Sovict
Unjon and, worst ol all, in
Yugoslavia, which had begun w

shed communism years carlier,
Now it began to [(all ;
Civil war smouldered and

then erupted when Croatia and
Slovenia declared their inde-
on June 26. Months
of lLangled negoliations and
sometimes bitier fighting fol-
lowed by endiess ccaselire
agreements nobody scemed W
keep led o0 the destruction of
some lowns, nolably Vukovar.
The oulbreak of civil war In
Europe again afier 40 years of
peace shook many Europcans
and the European Community

Ards
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the distance Poland, Hungary
and Czechoslovakia were secn
as coming into the queue.

Mos! members now saw the
nced 1o speed a t:#hl:r
Community and mmuch of the
year was laken up with argu-
ment over Lhe Maastricht
Agreenwnl for economic and
political union. Al the heart of
the argument was the new
united Germany, which some
feared could dominate Europe
once more.

Many felt locking Germany
more tllhlzd!nln what might
become a cral Europe was
the besl way lo conlain it
Others fcared would

ically as well as ¢

and thal a looscr organisation
and a larger membership was
the best solution.

British, so ofien the odd
country out in the Community,
agonised over Maasiricht and
fought for a looser agreement,
It would have nothing lo do
with ideas of federation and
saw plans for a common cur-
rency as the thin end of the

. Months of wrangling
led to the signing in ecarly
December.

Evenis in Europe wore so
dramatic in 1990 and 199]
that the rest of the world, par-
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ticularly Lthe developing world,
becamc¢ incrcasingly con-
cerned that it was gelling less
and less allention notl only in
the powcrful western-domi-
nated media but also in terms
of the availability of resources,

The concerns were well
justilied, but the revolution
that was taking place in
Europe — and it was nothing
less than that — was now pro-
foundly affecting the destinics
of countries almosl cvery-
where.

The virtual withdrawal of
the Sovict Unfon from the
world political game, the end
of communism and the emer-
gence ol the US as the lonc
supecrpowcer were nol long
working through in Africa and
Asia.

Depressed Economy

Change had come al a time
of recession. Economics
worldwide were depressed,
particularly in decveloping
countries where the burden ol
debt, imposed low commodity
prices together with too much
central control by govern-
mentls WCrce causing
widespread miscry.

The Uruguay Round of
GATT on tradce libcralisatfon
talks, which should help de-
veloping countrics, remained
blocked by conlroversy be-
tween the rich — the US and
the Europcan Communily —
over {arm subsidies.

People were increasingly

April

tonary Democratic Front took
over Addis Ababa and a
transitional government was
formed under Mceles Zenawi,
The Eritrean  People's
Liberation Front sct up a pro-
visional government in Eritrea
and cooperated with Zenawdi.
The US medialed in peace
talks in London. Some fighting
continued but, with Soviel in-
volvement in Ethiopia now
gone, peace was quickly re-
stored and atl conference in
Addis Ababa in July a charter
was agreed that would remain
in foree till clections in 1993.
In neighbouring Somalia the
2]-ycar-old regime' of
llohammed Siyad Barre had
come¢ lo an end on Jan 26
alter long civil strife, but there

the outcome was nol so
pecacclul. Barre [lled te the
south and All Mahdi

Mohammed became President.

Three factions continued
the war and in May the morth-
cast of the country — the
former British Somaliland —
declared seecssion as the
Somaliland Republic,

Wind of Change in Afirica

Mullipartyism was catehing
on it Alfrica. On January 13
Cape Verde held its [irst mul-
tiparty elections and Lthe ruling
parlty was defcated. A wecek
later a similar thing happencd
in Sao Tome and Principle. On
March 24 Benin became the
first country on the Alrican
mainland to throw oul its pres-
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dissatisficd with their govern-
ments, which in many cascs
they identified with the latled
sysiems in casiern Europe and
now the Sovict Union. There
was too much autocracy, loo
many lcaders who had becen
around too long.

Justified or not, the indus-
trialised world was never In a
more powcerful position. |1
could turn round and say "we
told so” with fear of scrious
chnlﬂ‘# A few years ago it

atid withoul sirings lo

nirtics  from [allin
inte Sovict bloe. Now |

was quite different. Ald would
come only with strings.

These would include decen-
tralisation ol the economy,
abolition of subsidics, realistic
prices, devaluation of curren-
cies, and what some called
good government and others
good governance. That meunt,
among olhcr things, reduction
of corruption and an end o

onc-party rule and military
dh‘lﬂlﬂl’l‘lpl.

For Alrica it was a lraumatic
year with some plusses and
some minuscs. The long,
bloody regime of President

Hatle Mirtam ended
on 21 when he fled 0
Zimbabwe. Forces of the
Ethiopian People’'s Revolu-
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ident through the ballot box.
The Togo government of
President Gnassing be
Eyadema introdyced a transi-
tional government, then the
army overthrew it

In March, too, President
Moussa Traore of Mali was
overthrown and arrcsted by
soldicrs who pledged to turn
the country over to multiparty
rule.

In Lesotho Major-General
Justin Lekhanya was ower-
thrown by a member of his
own Military Council, whe
promised internationally su-
pervised multiparty clections
in 1992

Most spectacularly eof all,
President Kenncth Kaunda of
Zambia was ousted in an ele-
31 and
Frederick Chiluba and his re-
cently formed Movement for
Multiparty Democracy ook
over a couniry on the of
economic ruin. Kaunda
ruled for I‘?r;-r-

Pressure for mullipar
stirred scveral other mw
countries, including Conge,
Mauritania, Sicrra Loeone,
Ghana, Zaire, Kenya and
Tanzania. In Zaire allempis 0
topple President Mobutu Sesec

Scko led o violence on Lhe .

streets, the arrival of French

and Belgian troops Lo rescue
their nationals and the ap-
pointment by Mobulu of a
scries of prime ministers — at
one poinl two al the same
time. _

Nigeria prcpared for a re-
turn to civilian rule and two-
party politics, bul Tanzania pul
the brake on and President
Danicl Arap Moi did everything
possible to slop it in Kenya.

It was in Kcnya that the real
showdown took place between
those in the West tying aid o
human rights and democracy.
For so long the West's favourced
African son, Kcnya was lold at
a meeting ol donors in Parls in
November Lo go away and
change il it wanled any more
help.

Developments in South
Africa

In South Alrica, a ycar alter
the rclease of Nelson Mandela,
events had moved at speed,
though not without much vio-
lence. President F.W. de Klerk
secemed as good as his word
when he pushed through the
white parliamcnt the repeal of
all the main bills entrenching
apartheid.

But violence between fol-
lowers © of Lhe Inkalha
Movement of Chicel Galsha
Buthelezt and the African
National . Congress reached
alarming proportions. Charges
that the police and sccurity
forces  were  supporling
Inkatha and cven stirring the
tlrouble were rejecled by de
Klerk until leaked documents
revealed Lhat government
money and overscas funds had
been going Lo Inkatha.

The revelations harmed the
trust thal had built up between
Mandcla and de Klerk, bul
thcy also seriously harmed
Inkatha's fnternational image
and the violenee lessened,

On November 29 months of
intensive behind-the-scencs
negotialion across most of Lthe

poliical spcetrum led to a his-

toric meceling between the
government and 20 partics
(minus the right-wing while
Conscrvalives) for a prepara-
lory confcerence in advance ol
conslilutional talks that wure
to be known as the Convention
for a Democratic South Africa.

Internationally, South Africa
was rapidly losing its pariah
status. Sporting links were the
lirst Lo bc resumed. A South
Alrican cricket leam was sud-
denly invited to India and the
way was clecared for South
Alrica to take part in the 1992
Olympics.

India's D tic Test

In Asia, democracy was pul
lo ils grcalest lest in India
since indcpendence in 1947,
The minority government of
Chandra Shekhar tottered on
until March when, almest by
constitutional accident, Rajiv
Gandhi, leader of the opposi-
tion Congress Parly, precipi-
tated another election. It was
fixed for May 20-26. One day
into polling, on May 21, the
former prime minister was as-
sassinaled as he was aboul to
address a meeting ncar

Madras.
Elections Iin the shocked

couniry were suspended as
world lcaders gathered in New
Delhi for Gandhi's funcral. In
the political turmoil some
members of Congress lurned
to his llalian-born wile Sonia
1o lead them, but this idea was
uickly squashed — she re-
?ulﬂd anyway — and Congress
turned to the eclderly, re-
specied figure of Narasimha
Rao who was not even standing
in the clection because ol poar
health.

Polling resumed in June
and lor -ﬂ:.l: tme in two
yCars no party a majority.
This time, however, Congress
look power aller days of nego-
Uations with other partivs. Rao
was clected its leader and
sworn in as India's ninth
Prime Mindster on Jumne 21,

Although with other parties
he had only the slenderest
support, the government

ed more stable this lime,
and in a series of by-clctions

later in the year Congress did
well and Rao got a seat with a
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India scemed to be. sailing into
calmer water,

Bangladesh : Fall of Ershad
and After

Ban sh, loo, showed
signs ol seltling down Lo more
democratic rule in the wake of
the forced resignation of
President Ershad. A peaceful
general clection on February
27 observed by a Commeo-
nwealth team produced no
overall majority, The party led
by Begum Khaleda Zia, widow
of the respccled President
Ziaur Rahman, who was
assassinaled in 1981,
eventually took office,

Later, aflter a referendum, a
parliamentary form ol govern-
menl was rceslored Lo the
country, as in India, and the
Begum became the country's
first woman Prime Minister.

Only weceks aller ,laking
over the Begum f[aced another
of the country's cyclones. This
time the low-lying arcas
around Chillagong were the
worst hit and 140,000 pcople
were believed drowned. In a
year in which the world was
relatively free of sudden natu- -
ral disasicrs millions became
homcless again in a catastro-
phe that is all oo [amiliar in
the Bay of Bengal. | |

Death came in 1992 te an
array of greal artists. Among
the authors were Graham
Greene [Brighton Rock and
The Third Man), and Sir Angus
Wilson (Hemlock and Alfter),
Sean O'Failoain and Max
Frisch; among ballet dancers
Margol Fonlcyn and Martha
Graham; musician Claudio
Arrau, and [ilm director Sir
David Lean (Greal Expectations
and Passage Lo India).

King Olav V of . BT,
was succeeded by his son.
Jiang Qing, the notorious wife
of Mao, leader of the Gang of
Four, killed herselfl at 77 after
long dctention in a Beijing
villa, and Sir Roy Welensky,
primc minisicr of the short-
lived Federalion of Nyasaland
and Rhodesia (19563-63) died
in obscurity and peverty in
Dorset, England, al 83.

Sudden natural disasters
were relatively lew in Lhe
world in 1992. Onc exception
was the eruplion after 600
ycars ol Mount Mnatubo in the
Philippines. At lcast 100,000
people became homeless and
the US Clark Air llase had 10
be evacuated. Another excep-
tion was in China, where two
months of lorrential rain
brought the worst flood since
1954. Eightcen provinces and
some of China's most fertile
land were alfected.

With only six ycars left be-
fore Britain handed back Hong
Kong to China, a row had bro-
ken oul over Lhe building of a
massive airporl on Lantau
Island, llong Kong. Since the
airport would not be ready till
ligg China was worried that it
would swallow up so much

that llong Kong collers
wm be empty by the time of
the handover.

Agreemen! was reached.

China won morc say in the

{ and In a pact signed

r Britain by Prime Minister

John Major China promised a
"posilive” atlilude to

loans becyond 1997.
A bloodless military coup in
Thailand overthrew Lhe

clected government of Major-
Gencral Chatichal Cheanhaven
on February 23. | com-
mander Gencral Suchinda
n took over wilthout
causing much stir and scl up a
commilice lo investigate poli-
ticlans whe were “wealthicr
than wilh an honesl
profession could be.”
Situation in Cambodia

Much more complicated, as

. was Lhe situation in
neighbouring Cambodia, alth-
ough 1091 e¢nded Lhere

mistically. Complicated di-

macy led to a revival of the
deadlocked UN peace plan.
Before talks in Jakarta Lhe
parities to the civil war im-

od a ccaselire for the
time in 12 yoars.

Prince Norodom Sthanouk
then won agreement on a
permancnt ceasclire and the
return of all the warring lac-
tions 0 the capital. Premier
Hun Sen accepled a UN role.
Aller complcx negotiations in-
volving Indoncsia, Thailand,
China, Australla, and France
a othcrs a pact was
- in Paris by the four
warring factions on October 33
paving the way for a UN
administration and an election
in 1993,

The sctitlement was another
product of the end of the Cold
War. but the increasing influ-
ence of the UN was an impor-
tant factor.

The UN had never had a



