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Dhaka Day by Day =
Breaking the Shackles

of Exploitation

To say that Begum Rokcya was a pioneer [or
pation of women would be a gross
dilution of her greatness. She was not only a
champion for women bul for anyone male or
the calcgory of the un-
underdog and
powerful literary ligure in her
own right her insightful asscssment of the so
clal, econbmic and psychological problems ol
sociely indicales a woman way

the emanci

female who fell undef
derprivileged, the
pressed. [eing a

time. The open air Jo-

rum organizced by Nari
Pakhha' at the Public
Library on December 9th
introduced us lo
Rokeya's intellectual dy-
namism and scnsilivity
to the suflerings of hu-
manily.

In the passages read
oul from one of her car-
lIle cssays, DBogum

Eu expresses her in-
saliable thirst for knowl-
edge and her nced Lo
understand the world
around her. In this ex-
cerpl she Lries Lo creale
an awarcness ol the fact
that ignorance is Lhe
greatest obstacle for
women in their struggle
for equal rights. In
1 Grecha, another essay,

Rokeya recognizes the
unhappiness and discon-
tent of most houscewives
of her time whose homes
were like prisons that
secemed to stlifle their
very souls. She points oul
that women are nol
educated to be equal to
their husbands —
"cooking, scwing and
recading a few novels™
being all the education
required of them. It is a pity

holds!

Lines rcad oul from Padma Raa
Rokeya's persistent protests against the physi-
sychological domination of women by
¢ counter parts. She criticizes thosc

purdah’ because
their husbands asked them !.u in order to en

Tk 50cr master plan for
mass literacy

cal and
their ma
women who had conw out ol

' A conecpl paper for a Taka

50-crore masler project on

mass lilcracy programme [or
the next two ycars has been
formulated by the Ministry of
Education, Education Minislcr
Jamiruddin Sircar lold a work-
shop here on Thursday, re-
ports BSS.

Inaugurating a (wo-day
workshop on “training ol chicl
trainers of Lthe non-govern
mental organisations (hvolved
in mass litcracy programme’,
the minister said in the first

2.200 maktabs would be

under the programime

and #t would be implemented

in at least onc upazila of cach
district of the country.

In this connection, the
Education Minister urged all 1o
volunicer themsclves 1o edu
cate their fllitcrate neighbours
and sald students, tcachers,

and social workers

should come forward lo ac-

h this national Lask for

the greater benelit of the na
tion.

He said the mass litcracy
programme should be moulded
into a national movement for
| ng the school dropouts

also thosc who could not

get the chance o go the

Lthatl cven lﬁdl
woman with a college degree has a high mung

in Lhe ma.rrlu#t market — as long as it is a
lower degree than what her perspective groom

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

Lthis is a
lo men w
her own.

the op-

ahead ol her

=

Begum Rokeya

project

schoaol.

The minister said, an unlet-
lered man or woman should be
given education up W ccrtain
level so that he or she could
read, wrile and understand in-
volving himsell or herscll in
the development activitics ol
the country.

Being held at the National
Educalion Management
Academy, the workshop has
been jointly organised by the
Mass Lilcracy PProgramme of
the Ministry of Education and
the UNICEF.

The inaugural function was
also addressed by the UNICEF
representlative in Bangladesh
Cole I’. Dodge, Joint Seerctary
of the Ministry A M Khan
Choudhury, exccutive director
of the programme I'rofl. 8§ A
Saifuddin and Do puty Dircetor
of the programme M M Abdul
I laye

Education S« crelary M.
Mustalizur Rahman presided
over Lhe function

Mr Jamiruddin Sircar said
Lthe presentl government was
pledge bound 1o spread the
mass. llcracy programme all
over Lhe eountry lor ercating
opportunity lor “cdueation for
all by the year 2000,

hance their own social status., Ehl:

Flats For Rent

A number of modern flats measuring 2,000 and 2,250 Sq.Ft.
are available at KALINDI APARTMENTS, 36 Indira Road (Ad-
joining Manik Mian Ave. ) for immediate renting. These are 3 bed
room flats, with one attached and one common bath room. There
I8 a2 servant’s room with attached toilet. Floors are of white
mosaic. Floors and walls of bath rooms and kitchen are fitted with
tiles. 24-hour running hot water can be provided by gas fired
boilers, f required. Security service is provided by securex. The
larger flats have 3 planters and one extra lwving room, for TV
viewing, etc. enquiries may be made over phone 811849 or

317791

| medium

HOUSE TO LET

TWO FLATS (2ND & 3RD) MEASURING 3000 SQFT
WITH FOUR BED ROOMS & BATH AT SHAMOLY
FOR HIRE TILL RECENTLY OCCUPIED BY A MUL-
TINATIONAL COMPANY AS GUEST HOUSE CUM-

PARKING FACILITIES FOR 25 CARS SECURITY &

TELEPHONES PROVIDED. SUITABLE FOR RESI-

DENCE, OFFICE & GUEST HOUSE.

A FLAT MEASURING 1700 SQ FT AT (8TH FLOOR)
WALSO TOWERS (OPPOSITE HOTEL SHERA-
TON) ALSO AVAILABLE FOR HIRE.

PLEASE CONTACT

AZMAL/MRS NAHAR

PHONE: 813157/813942/813303

8 cven

rime example of women's su w
re even @ woman's

are nol

Rokcya's preoccupation with human rights
and ways to improveé the lot of thé common
man are also refllected in these writings. She
salirizes modern socicly saying hat while we
become more civilized, modern and so-called
advanced’ the status of the common farmer

whetlher economic or
- social, either remains
virtually unchanged or
grows progressively
worse. She criticizes the
scll indulgence and he-
donism of modern soci-
¢ly with its false values
and lack of ideals. She
also siresses Lhe need

liengalees which should
come hand in hand with
scil reliance and hard
work. . Economic devel-
opment through improv-
ing trade and agriculturc
are also emphasized.

- The last phase of the
forum had professors,
students and younger
children recading out
their own poetry and
compositions. Professor
Rokyca Kabir for exam-
ple, rcad oul anecdotes
and casec studies of girls
Irom her organisation —
‘Saplagram Nari
Swanirvar Parishad’ who
had been subjected to all
kinds of physical and
psychological lorture be-
cause of the stigma at-
tached to tHE reality of
being born a_girl child
from a poor family. The

numerous cascs of oppression due to faflure to
pay dowry that she recounted paralleled with
the eondition of women IBegum Rokeya
describes in her wrilings converging into two
conclusions. One,
alone equal rights still remain a far oflf dream’
for the majority of women. And two — the first
sticp lowards the path of freedom lies in the
awarencss of its nced.

that basic human rights let

llut, he regretted, the
Ershad regime had stopped
this popular initiative alter
scizing power in 1982, He said
had it been continued, the
programme would have
rcached a revolulionary stage
by now in removing illleracy
from the society.

The minister said the peo-
ple of the country would never
forgive the autocralic regime
of Ershad for slopping the
progressive and mass-oricntied

programme. .

The UNICEF represcnla-
tive Cole. P Dodge said eguca-
tion is the basis and foundauon
of consolidating democracy in
the country. e urged all social
forces and government organi-
saljons 0 cnsure education for
all as it was the basic right of
every citizen. Mr. Dodge also
urged the media o play their
due rolke in spreading cduca-

tlon among the people of the

country.

The workshop, 1o be held
in 10 scssions, is being partic-
ipated by 35 chiel trainers of
different non-governmenial
organisations of the country.

Cultural 553w at

St. Jude's Tutonal

Students eof SL. Jude's
Tutorial, a leading English
school of the city, en-
thralled their guardians by
thetr cultural performances
and physical feats at the annual
prize-giving ceremony held at
the school premiscs in Dhaka
on Thursday, reports BSS.

Songs, poelry recilalion,
dance and physical display
were Lhe main features on the
occasion which was applauded
by the audience. Students of
clementary classes drew Lhe
altention of the guardians by
their skilful and attractive per-
formances in various disci-
pline.

Later, principal of the
schogl, Augustine Cruze, gave
away prizes to Lthe besl per-
formers and best students.

Taltala Pir
dead

l{azral Shah Golam Mohsin
Mohammad Nazir, the Pir of
Taltala, Khilgaon died of old
age complications at the
BIRDEM hospital tn Dhaka
yesicrday morning He was
109, reports USS.

He left behind his five m
four daughters

grand daughters and a
number r.rf Muridans nﬂ?

{ mirers 1o moumn his death.

The Namaz-e-Janaza of Lhe
late Pir will be held here today
at the Baitul Mukarram

Mosque aller Jumma prayer.

for unity ameng the

m—

JS session
at 11.30 am

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas has summoned Jatiya
Sangsad session at 11.30 am
on January 4, an official an-
nouncemcnt said, reports BSS.

This will be the fourth ses-
sion of Lhe current [ilth
Parliament.

A BSS news ilem on Wed-
nesday was inadvertently
released with Lthe session Lime
at 11-10 am. Actually the ses-
sion time will be 11.30 am.

UAE team
due today

A 15-member UAE delega-
tion arrives in Dhaka tloday
(Friday) Lo atiend the second
meeting of the Bangladesh-
UAE Joinl Commission begin-
ning December 21, a Foreign
Ministry official said ycsterday,
reports BSS.

The UAE delegation to Lhe
four-day meeting will be led by
Mohammed Bin Yousuf
Al-Soweidi, Chiel of Economic
Relations and International
Cooperation Division of the
Foreign Ministry. The Bang-
ladesh team at the talks will be

" headed by acting Forcign Scc-

retary Faruq Sobhan. _
Curbing population

boom a must for

progress

Energy and Mineral Reso-
urces Minister Dr Khandaker
Hunh.nrrnf Hossain Thursday

rghauli:d the nced for
ing population boom [or
unhl‘.mltred progress and pace

of development ol the country,
reports BSS.

He was spcaking at Lthe in-
auguration ceremony ol Taler-
shar Family Wellare Centre, a
remote area ol Daudkandi
Upazila in Comilla.

Presided over by Alhaj Baz-
lur Rahman, a retired Depuly
Secretary, the [unction was
also addressed by Ralfliqul Islam
Rani, ex-MP and local lcader
KMI Khalil.

The minister said, the pre-
sent government of DBegum
Khaleda Zia was commitled Lo
ensure basic needs of the
peoplc. With this aim the gov-
ernment is taking several mca-
sures (o promole health facili-
ties including establishment of
health and family wellare con-
tres at the farflung arca of the
country.

He called upon the people
to help successful implementa-
tion of different development
programmes of the govern-
ment aiming at Lthe wellare of
the common people.

Earlier, the minister inau-
gurated carth-work ol Gouri-
pur-Kachua Road. In the
evening, he also Inaugurated a
local eyc-camp.

for Saleem

Saleem Samad, the only jo-
urnalist in Asia has beem awa-
rded the prestigious Ashoka
fellowship for the yecar 1991-
1994 for nelworking rural

rnalists for advocaling pub-
ic policy on environment and
development, says a press
release.

The fellowship, announced
by ‘Ashoka: Innovators for Lhe
Public’, Washington, USA Is
operating in South Asia, Soulh
East Asia, Europe, South and
North America, Southern and
Western Alrica since 1980s.
Ashoka fcllowship are awarded
to individuals commitied to
find non-conventional bul in
novalivw solulions lo sociclics
problenm. '

) Friday
Morning Session
8.00 Opening an-
nouncement, Al Quran,
Programme sumunary
8.10 News in Bangla
8.15 Amra Nutan
8.45 Cartoon Film
9.10 Ashe Pasher Manocosh
9.30 The Spectacdlar World
of Guinnes Record
10.05 Documentary Film :
Nature of Australia
11.156 Moner Mukure : U
12.30 Closing
Evening Session
3.00 Opening an-
nouncement, Al Quran,
suMmmary
3.15 Reading from the
Tripita
3.20 Alor Dishari
3.40 Bengali Film : Cayer
Badhu
5.10 News in Bangla
6.15 Shikkhangan
7.06 Malancha
8.00 News in Bangla
8.30 Comedy series : The
Cosby show
9.00 DBalun dekhi
10.00 News in English
10.30 Fllm show : L. A Law
11.30 Khabar /The ncws
11.40 Saturday's Programme
summary
11.456 Closing

Metropolitan

[ Khaleda Zia spent more

Asheka fellowsh:pf

President Abdur Rahman Biswas with I:he Bﬂr membere at a luncheon hested b}r Banglad@uh
Supreme Court Bar Association in the city on Thursday. Chief Justice and former Acting

President Shahabuddin Ahmed is also seen in the picture.

Meet-the- peeple pregramme

PM listens to problems
of 50 more individuals

Prime Minister Degum
Lthan
two hours Thursday cvening
listening lo individual prob-
lems of about 50 persons who
came o her Sugandha office
from far and near, reports B3SS,

This was Lhe [ifth session of
Prime Minister's mect-the-
people programme.

Works Minister Raliqui
Islam Mia, Stale Minister for
Establishment M Nurul [luda,
State Minister for Cultural
Affairs, Prol Jahanara Begum,
State Minisltcr for Social
Welfare Sarwari Rahman and
Wing Commander (reld)
Hamidullah, MI® were present
during the mecting.

The persons who came o
Sugandha oflice discussed with
Begum Zia their personal
problems including waiving ol
loans, reinstatements in the
job, finding jobs and provid
ing [inancial hclp for treat-
ment and daughter's wedding.

The [amily ol lalce Sagcera
Morshed came to Begum Zia
seeking justice for the murder
of Sagera Morshed.

Morshed was
'killed by hijackers
a school in the city while she
came to pick up her school-go-
ing children on July 25, 1989,

Begum Latila Rawshan Ara
Morshed. 60, mother of Sagera
came to Sugandha alongwith

brutally

in front of

three grand-daughters and
son-in-law Abdus Salam
Chowdhury and urged the
Prime Minisier to punish the
killers of her daughter.

3egum latifa  said the
killegs of Mithia were duly pun-
ished but the killers of Sagera
had nel yct been  brought to
book.

The Prime Minister con-
soled them saying she would
look into it.

One Manoranjan, a high
school teacher, came with his
wile to ask for [inancial help
[or the treatment of his bone
cancer. lle is undergoing
treatment at the post graduate
(PG) hospital in Dhaka.

Among the people was
scven-year-old Roni who came
with his father lo seck finan-
cial help for his blodd cancer
treatment.

Ishaque Mridha, who came
all the way from Bagcerhat to
request Begum Zia lo con-
struct a road in his locality at
Chital Mari.

Abdul Majid, a day labourcr,
wanled khas land [rom Lhe
Prime Minister. He narraled
his plight saying he cven
could nol arrange marriage of
his daughters.

licgum Khaleda Zia listened
to all of them with paticnce
and allention and gave on-the-
spol dircetive in some cases.

P —

'AAPSO can promote

Experts on Thursday said
Afro-Asian PPeople’'s Solidarity
Organisationt (AAPSO) could
play a vital role {n promoting
regional cooperation by provid-
ing a broad platform for rc
gional understanding, reports
BSS.

Participating in the working
sessions ol consullalive con:
ference of SAARC country
AAPSO began here on
Thursday at a local hotel the
experts cvaluated the current
political perspectives on South
Asian cooperation. The conler-
ence was inauguraled on
Wednesday by Jatiya Sangsad
Speaker Sheikh Razzaque Al

Dr. Imtiaz Ahmed pre«
sented a paper litled current
political perspectives on South
Asian coopcration — the need
for innovations’ and Abdul
Maltk, a delegate from Pakis
tan presented a paper entitled
'‘South Asian coopgration is
imperative’ al the [irst working
scssion. Former ambassador
Syed Nazmuddin Hashim, Ajoy
Roy, Chilta Biswas, Depuly
Secretary General of AAI'SO, A
Malik, Justice KM Sobhan,
Engr. Shahidullah, Diddasckara

regional cooperation'

of Sri Lanka and Hasanul Huq
Inu took part in the discu-

ssions. Shceckhar Ganguli of
India presided over the
session.

In the seecond session the
keynote paper was prescented
by Dr. Dcbapriva Bhatlacharya
and was cntitled 'South Asian
regional economic cooperation
in the 1990s: Challenges and
prospecis’. Dr Abdul Galur,
Syed Altal Hossain, Engr.
Shahidullah, Dr. Binayak Scn,
Ms Swapna Deb participated in
the discussions. A Malik,
presided over the session.

In the third session promo-
tion of education and cultural
exchanges within the SAARC
countries,’ Prof. Zillur Rahman
Siddiqu! made the kceynole
presentation. Dr. Gaurl Ganguli
of India, Bidda Sckara, Malidul
Huq, Justice K M Sobhan, Dr
Rangalal Scn, Dr. Dcbapraiya
Bhattacharya and Asaduzzaman
participaled in the discussion.
Chitira I3iswas, Deputy General
Sccrctary of AAPSO presided
over Lhe session.

Two other working scssions
will be held today followed by a
cultural lunction.

BMBA team calls

A delegation of Bangladesh
Marma-[Buddhist Associalion
(3IMI3A) led by Mr. Mong Sath
owani Chowdhury ovn Thursday
called on Works Minisier Llar
rister [Rafiqul Islam Mia at his
office in Dhaka. reports 1ISS

The minister assured them
of all possible help and coop
cration [rom the governmend

o solve their problems rclat

B \Weather

on Rafiqul Islam

ing lo association ollice ac-
commodation and huu:ﬂng lor
the students of the hill dis-

Lricls.

The members of the delega-
tion safd, they would extend
wial cooperation to the pre-
scntl democratic governmenl
jor the socio economic devel-
opment of the counlry

"-u- 'L
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Dry Weather hkely

Temperatuf® rose a little bit on Thursday leading o a

warmer weather in most parts of the comntry
Met oflice, however, forecast a fall by

., reports UNI.
1-2 degree Celsius

over Rajshahi division and the regions of Sylhet, Mymensingh,
Kushtia and Jessore during Lthe next 24 hours (ill 6 pm today

(Friday).

Temperature may remain nearly unchanged clsewhere

over the country, it added.

Country's lowest lemperature Thursday was recorded al

Rajshahi 9.4 degree Celstus.

Met office In it forecast Turther staled that weather is

likely
next 24 hours.

Sky may

to remain mainly dry across the eouniry during the

remain partly cloudy over Dhaka and Chillagong

divisions and the regions of Khulna, Patvakhali and Darisal

during the same pertod.

Thursday s maximum lempcrature

in Dhaka was 258

degree Celsius and the minimum 14.5 dejgrees
Percentage ol hll.unlluil'l;,F was 77 in e nﬁmln' and 63 In

the evening.

Sun sels today (Friday) at 5:16 pig and rises lomorrow

(Saturday) at 6:37 am.

*.-F _‘ -..h-"*l. 'h"l.f‘.-:'
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First draft report
of JS standing
body discussed

A mecling of the Parlia-
mentary Standing Commiltlee
on Public Aceount Alfairs was
| held at the Sangsad Bhaban
with Mohammad Asaduzzaman
in the chair, reports BSS.

The meeting discussed
maltlers rclating to the finalf-
sation of the first . drafl report
of the commiltee and look
some decisions.

Syed Manzoor [lossain, Mo-
hammad Shahjahan Omar,
Anwarul llossain Khan Chow-
dhury, Mohammad Shahjahan,
Mohammad Abdul Gani, Mes-
bah Uddin' Khan, Principal M.
M. Nazrul Islam, Rashed Khan
Menon and Dr. T. |. M. Fazle
Rabbi Chowdhury atiended the

nu.'i..'linu. L .
2 birth Day Greetings |

December 20, 1991
Happy Birthday

— Star photo

Biswas attends
SC Bar Assoc
luncheon

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas altended a luncheon
hosted by Bangladesh Supreme
Court Bar Association at the
courl premises in Dhaka
Thursd:ay, reports [3SS,

To "SADAF"
With love your family.

Chicl Justice and  [ormer .
Aclting President Justice Sa-
habuddin Ahmed, ministers,
Judges, Members ol Parliament
and a large number of lawycrs
wcere prescentl.

Earlicr, on arrival at the
venue the President was re-
ceived by Dr. Rafiqur Rahman
and Mcsbahuddin Ahmed Pre-
sident and General Sceretary
ol the Associalion.

President Biswas exchanged
greclings with the members of
the Bar and ¢nquired abouts
their wellare. -

te
Precious Dearest

Love

BABA
A.12.9

¥ Birthday_é}e'etings

20th December '91
Happy Birthday

Our Gem

May Allah grant you
a happy and prosperous life

Its new
just for you

i The Thily Star is pleased to introduce a new
lcnlumn where individuals and organisations can
| publish Birthday and Anniversary Greetings,
.Congratulatory and Condolence Messages, Get-

Well/Good-Luck Wishes, Birth/Death Announce-
ments, In Memoriam, etc. at nominal charges.

For booking details, please contact :
Advertisement Manager . .
Phone : 246023-4, 863035 .

3 Fabric House

Dhaka New Market

A Fixed Price Shop deals in only
Bangladeshi Sarees

Please step in the air-conditioned shop and buy
the best choice of all varieties of "Only Bangla-
deshi Sarees” at most reasonable "Fixed Price”
without wasting your time in bargaining &
higgling.

e

NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES

The containerised cargo ex. m. v. "Anro Temasek® V-32638
from Melboume, ex. m. v. "Nanta Bhum" V-69 from
Bangkok, ex. m. v. “"Pacific Armow" V-17009 from
Yokohama, Kobe, Nagoya have been relayed 10 M. V.
"PETER STAROSTIN" V-665191, Import Rotaton No.
875/91 is due 10 arrive Chittagong on or about 19. 12. 1991

Consi are 0 take delivery of their cargo from
"FCL" containers within 5 days free time from the date of
hdmgaﬂﬂcmmchmdwuhmiihysmﬂhgm
by Customs Act.

103, AGRABAD COMMERCIAL AREA, CHITTAGONG.
AS AGENTS: MITSUI O. S. K. LINES LTD. TOKYO
PHONES: 500440, 503317, S00686/88.

Organised by lpnerwheel
Club of Dhaka
Venue: Sonargaon Hotel

Date: Friday, 20th Decem-

ber; 1991

Time: 10 A. M. to'6 PM.
Entry Cards at Entrance




