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RUTH can sometimes

be so harrowing, so pal-

to narrate

nful, that just

press it means allowing its

presence o become a haunting

one; almost subconsciously,
the mind races out of the
present, back into the past,
and the nightmare begins all
over again.

Life has been like that for
SAIDUR RAHMAN for the past
-that s one
29 year old
never been
heart and tell
that befell his
ril 15, 1971, o
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has spent his entire
childhood, his entire youth
harbouring the anguish that
was Pahela Biashakh of 1378,
being forever tormented by the
memory of how his father, a

in front of the bu -

in which they lived; his
three brothers were stabbed,
taken to hospital and then

drzd out of there and mur-
de

But Saidur Rahman needed
to talk, as much as everybody
else needed to breathe. Bul

Awakening of a Lost

‘who would be able compre-

hend the depth of his sorrow,
the enormity of his loss? Who
would understand the ish
he felt every time he thought
about the way the memory of
his family’s sacrifice and those
of countless other rs was
being slowly erased? Who
would care about the ideals,
the consciousness for which
three million Be sacri-
ficed their all, enough to share
his frustrations about how
those very ideals were being

deliberately uprooted?

“l1 often used to look at a

poster on a wall at the univer- |
sity, about martyr intellectuals. |

time | saw that poster, |
u to think that they too,
must've left behind children.
who thought like me, felt likc |
did”, Saidur Rahman said.

For him, the thought con-
stantly flickered like a beacon
of hope at the end of a long.
dark tunnel. He was convinced
that, if no one else cared, then
the children of rs would.

They would care, not only

no machination or

_ detailed planning

behind the formation of

Projonmo ‘71 as an organisa-

There was a lot of emo-

. A whole lot of young in-

uals, lost as if in some

for two decades,

to reach out to find,

rather re-discover, their

ntities, through sharing a

common experience and
common outlook on life.

' did not have a com-
mon bac — SOme were
children intellectuals, whilc
others were born to fathers of
different professions,
Projonmo them a sense of be-

longing.

- To ln-.g:enmr: about their
feelings, Daily Star spoke
to a number of such individu-
als, as they gathered for a

Projonme meeting:

ASIF TONMOY MUNIR
hn-mur frustrations. His
father, shaheed Professor
Munir Chowdhury of the
Department of Bangla at Dhaka
University, was taken

more -
opener for him. Afer that,
tonu: shape

was a
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cnemy.

Mrs. Hossain noticed that
the armed goons nodded to
onc another, signalling they
has got the right person, be-

fore taking him away. There

was little doubt that this was
part of a pre-planed, system-
atic ;

Tauhid never saw his father
again. Serajuddin Hossain's
body has not been traced to
this day.

"My father was a very reli-
gious man, but he could never
tolerate the use of religion to
fool the people. And he was a
strong believer in Bengalees
nationalism”, Tauhid said. No
doubt his memory of his father
and what he stood for have
been kept fresh in his mind
through the effort of his
mother and family.

Serajuddin’s refusal to ac-
cept the use of religion as a
weapon to defraud the people
and his staunch faith in nation-
alism were anathema to the
bigots who ran Pakistan and
their local allies who paraded
the street with the crescent
and the star.

Through killing Serajuddin
and thousands
hoped to destroy

" tdeals " of secularism and

Bengaleeness, which were the
inspiration behind the War of

Liberation.

Tauhid's sense of loss is
compounded many times by
the realisation that the very
ideals for which his father gave
his Itfe, have been suppressed
over the years.

“Twenty years on. it seems
we are being split from the
memories of the martyrs and
the War of Liberation itsell. As
children of martyrs, we have
not received the kind of
recognition we could have ex-
E:““l in liberated

ngladesh. This is very
painful for us. Our generation
is [rustrated and confused by
this continuous neglect shown

wwwards the ideals for the mar-
lyr:l gave their lives.” Tauhid
said,

why he

to the reason
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them.
I'akistanis came back to look

for thefr lost ., Hanil de-
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Muktijodha Kalyan

.

By Sabir Mustafa

Zahidul Hassan

because of the loss of their

near ones, but also because

they knew that the ideals for
which they

to be wupheld in

gave their lives had
free,

independent, sovereign
Bangladesh. A Bang-ladesh
born out of the ashes of the

- @gigantic funeral pyre that was

1971.
Unknown to Saidur Rah-

man. children of many other
martyrs were going through
the same agony and looking for
an answer in the same way,
Families of martyr intellee-
tuals, for whom the university
authorities put on a show of
remembrance every time,
were going through great
torment.

Many were bein
ened with eviction

threat-
rom uni-

versity quarters they were
given, many were facing a halt
to the allowances they re-
ceived. For some, even more

‘attitude of the university au-
thorities and an increasingly
large section of the teaching
community towards shaheeds.

When Saidur Rahman con-
tacied SHOMI KAISER,
daughter of shaheed journalist-
novelist Shahidullah Kaiser, he
found he was not alone. Shomi
contacted the few people she
knew living on the Dhaka Uni-
versity campus.

°I have often thought about
how we could do it, but I was
never really sure as to how to
go about building an organisa-
tion, and [ hadn't really
thought about an organisation
or even what an organisation
could do to help the situation”,
Shomi said frankly, adding that
Saidur Rahman's phonc call
made her think more posi-

‘the tore

Shomi Kaiser

tively and she took upon her-
sell the task of getting in touch
with as many children of mar-

Trust has stopped giving us

any allowances since October
last year. They said that my
father was working till two
days before he died. so how
could he have been a freedom-

fighter?,” Mizan, whose family
began receiving allowances

from the Trust only since
1984, said.

Mizan has no doubt why his
father carrfed on working

through the month of March —

because Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman. in his March

7 speech had exempted banks

from the
movement.

"But it is not right to say he
couldn’t be a freedom-fighter
while kecping up his job.

non-cooperation

Tauhid Rezanur

Many people risked their lves
helping the Mukti Bahini in
many ways while working. as
did my father. And aren’t the
Trust forgetting about the
map? Wasn't that an act ol
valour 007", Mizan whose an
guish, at having the integrity ol
his shaheed father broughi

into question by people apply
ing a new set of rules, was

quite visible.

The Kalyan Trust, mean
while, conducted two sets of
investigations and seemed o
have accepted as “valid™ only
the one t threw doubt on
shaheed Hanif's role as a free-
dom-fighter.

Mizan now thinks that more
should be done for the [amilies
of shaheeds, not less. Theoir
children have now n up.
but without any hope that a ca-
reer or livellhood I1s guaran-
teed. Many children of sha

heeds are not getting 18
schooling because of of
moncy.
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Al MP of the Muktijodha
Sanghati Parishad attended
several and

immense help and encour-
agement o Projonmo 71 or-
ganisers, all of whom except
Saidur Rahman were in their
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"Even after 20 years, many
martyr families are passing
days in utter poverty. The
government should make real-
istic allowances for their chil-
dren’s education, and provide
grcater job opportunities,”
Mizanur Rahman, now a 22-
year old student of history and
resident of Ziaur Rahman Ilall.
said.

ZAHIDUL HASSAN docs not
want much from the authori-
ties. He had asked the univer-
sily to preserve as a monument
the grave in which his father,
shaheed Mohammad Sadek, is
buried in the grounds of the
teachers’ quarters at Fuller
Road.

Twenty years later, the
grave, which is the university's
pruperty. is used as a spot to
grow vegelables by other
teachers who should have
known better. Underneath all
the poorly-tended shrubbery
and plants lies the mortal body
of a man, acting principal of
the University Laboratorics
School on March 26, 1971,
who was one of the selccted
targets eliminated_ by

4

Resurgence
University campus ,

i i

the _

Pakistan army at the onset of
its genocide.

“Some teachers living in
the same quarters, like Aftab
Ahmed of the Urdu
Department, guided the
Pakistanis to our flat. The
soldiers first shot my father's
hands, then bayoneted him to
death®, Zahid, 23, recalled,
“my uncle, who also a great
believer in Bengalee national-
ism and [reedom, hurriedly
buried the body underneath
water pipes within the com-
pound because the Pakistanis
had come back and were
lwoking for all the bodies they
had massacred™.

His uncle had good rcason
to hurry. Earlier they had seen
the body of Dr. G.C. Dev. pro-
fessor of philosophy. being run
over and then dragged behind
an army truck. They couldn't
do anything about that, but
they didn't want the same to
happen to Sadek

Today, Zahid feared, an in-
fluential part of the teaching
community and the university
authority seem to be domi-

Banyon tree soars into sky above Dhaka

Otherwise, why would they
not show the minimum of re-
spect to someone who was one
their own and who gave his life
for the love of this country, its
people and culture?, an in-
credulous Zahid, a student of
the Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology,

|

“What is going on? This
independence was achieved
through the blood and sacrifice
of the martyrs, but this isn’t

what it was supposed to be

Farzana Chowdhury Neepa

like. All that suffering and ef-
fort and where are we now?
What happened to those idcals
g::: which the martyrs gave
ir lives? We seem to be in-
creasin moving away from
those ideals, sometimes | feel
we are moving in the opposite
direction”, Zahid said.

On top of the emotional
blow, came a financial one.
From this January, the family
ol shaheed Sadek stopped re-
cetving its allowances from the
authorities; they have also been
told to leave the quarters they
were given as a martyr family.

The harassment of shaheed
families, the deliberate
stamping out of the shaheed's
names and ideals from social
me and the on-going re-
habtlitation of those who were
accomplices to genocide, are
all part of the same pattern,
and symptomatic of the na-
tion's loss of values.

*It is not surprising that we

arc, as a whole, lacking in.,

Anything to Help?
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arc disturbing rumours of a
plan which, if implemented,
should cause the head of the
entire nation to lower In
shame and disgust

intlo a
children and
after them., would have mno

of what wok place
there,” ROKEYA HASSINA
NILLI, daughter of shaheed
Rashidul Hassan of the
Department of English at
Dhaka University said.

The recognition of sha-
heeds, the cultivation of their
ideals., and rehabilitation of
their families — these three
demands do not come In any

order. because
are inextricably inter-linked:
if one I1s removed, the whole
lot goes.

Not ., the eals
of the Liberation War figure
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ther support for its cause
across the political spec-
trum, treating the Jaliya
Sangsad as the reflector of the
country's political opinion.
Saidur Rahman then took
his message to Dr. Badruddoza
Chowdhury. the Deputy Leader
of the House, as a prelude
seeking an audience with the
Speaker and handing him a
memorandum.

“Why do we have to come to
you after 20 years of lbera-
tlon? Wasn't the country sup-
posed o make sure the ideals
of the freedom were

:rh:ﬂnndﬂ-ttluehﬂnn
the martyrs whose sacrifice
freed this country. should be

Generation

contacted was thinking along
virtually the same line — the
need for the " children
to have a platform, a voice, so
that could carry forward
lit by their parents
with their supreme sacrifice
20 years ago. Projonmo '71
was born. =

Shomi said: "What | liked
mosl was that. by doing this
organisation, | came into con-
tact with many other children
of martyrs whom I'd never
known. When | realised how
so many [amilies were going
through great financial, soctal
and personal difficulties, 1 felt
terribly guilty that we could
not, or have not been able to
do anything about it.

"And | am talking about
lamilies mostly in Dhaka, many
of them well-known.. So, you
can imagine what those thou-
sands of shaheeds spread
across the country are going
through. | am sure, if we can
help one another and do some-
thing, then the de souls
of the martyrs will find some

The Baily Star 11

peace at last. This will be our
revenge”.

gether. To let the
how they came to be a free na-
tion; to remind them that
some — millons — were there
to stand up for what is just and
sacrifice their lives so that
other, millions of Benga-lees
could lead a dignified
existence as a free people. And
to remind society and the

- government that they have an

obligation — we have an obliga-
tion — towards the well-being
of the families of the

And justice, yes. Justice
must be visited upon those
who. out of racial hatred, reli-
glous bigotry, ideological blin-
dness and criminal prejudice,
robbed the country of so many
of its finest souls in an effort to
cripple the country at birth.
There cannot be any forgiv-
eness or amnesty for crimes
against humanity.

“Those worked against
independence, those who took
away my [ather, are all walking
around freely,” Shomi Kaiser
.i“d' "the Razakars are all
sitting pretty now and doing

t fine. But why should that

? In Europe, they are still
catching and putting on trial
those who committed
genocide during World War 1.
The Razakars and Al-Badrs
must be tried and punished In
this country.”

By throwing out the valucs and
memories of the Liberation
War and the shaheeds, we have
left us with nothing. The re-
sult is all this ill-discipline and
viclence at colleges and uni-
versities. These are isolated
events. They have to be judged
within the overall context of
lack of consciousness about pa-
triotism. our history. We are
being surrounded by a t
darkness”, Zahid said,
that the birth of nmo ‘71
succeed in stemming the
towards total moral col-
lapse by nprudl:’ awareness
about the ideals of the freedom

struggle.

FARZANA CHOWDHURY
NEEPA still has some way 1o
go before finishing her MBBS
at the Dhaka Medical College.
3ut she is lucky in one sense.
Her awareness about the War
of Liberation, its history and

tives is possibly due to
the fact that she is a daughter
of shaheed Dr. Alim
Chowdhury. She has no doubt
why three million people gave
their lives in 1971.

“The shaheeds like fa-
ther thought about the be-
ing and Interests of the
Bengalee people; they were to-
tally against the oppressors
and sors from Pakistan.
They believed in the ideals
which inspired the struggie
frum the beginning”. she said.
adding, "now we have the [ree
Bangladesh of their dreams.
That is the fulfilment of their
sacrifice. But the conscious-
ness, the ideals behind their
dream seem to be moving away
from us little by little®.

Like many other children ol
martyrs, Neepa is disturbed. 1o
use a mild expression. by the
trend of down-playing virtually
all aspects of the liberation
struggle in every sphere of so-
ciety where the government
has a controlling influence,
such as the media, social mo-
bilisation and most Impor-
tantly, educational institutions.

*It is really pathetic that
even our genecration doesn’t
really know anything. !
wouldn't say the consclousncss
of ‘71 has really been dc:
stroyed, because it has never
been conveyed to the gencra-
tion growing up since 71.

*l am aware of what the lib-
eration was all about.
but that is probably because my
father was one of the martyrs.
But even my class-mates do
not know. Our will
run the country in the future,
but if we ourselves become iso-
lated from the inspiration and
pri les of the Liberation
War, which will we
take the country? would
that mean to the future gener-
ations?".

gcnermation grow
any real knowledge about why
and how we came to be an In-
dcpendent nation, and the
ideals on which this new slalc
Was su to be built, will
mean that those who tried to
kill this nation through killing
the inteliectuals will have try-
umphed. That is Neepa's fear,
-::ru is shared by all in
nmo 71.

¢ organisation itsell

ism and rcaction may not yet
succeed in Lheir design to ac-

:.‘nmplilh what th' failed to
do in 1971

TANVIR SHOVON HAIDER
CHOWDHURY, was too young
to remember his father, sha-
heed Professor
Haider Chowdhury. But he
knows enough to realise that
what people like father and
other intellectuals murdered
by the Al-Badr stood for was
exactly what led to the libera-
tion of \

“What are our ideals? We
wanted recognition as
Bengalees. We wanted to cre-
ate a democratic society where
all people, irrespective of reli-
gion or political beliefs, would
live as equals”, he said.

Professor Chowdhury once
wrote sent an article to the
daily Azad in 1965. The article
was intended to refute claims
made by the Azad that the
Bangla syllabus at Dhaka
University was polluting the
cultural environment by not
having enough things to prop-
agate what the paper called
Islamic culture.

Mofazzal

The Azad printed Profl
Chowdhury}s article, but
thro t the article. the

Azad also carried comments
from the editor. often sarcastic
and derisive, written into the
article ttself. It was an incred-
iblc display of journalisfic in-
tolecrance. Shovon said, be-
cause the paper could not even
allow the readers to make
their own judgement on his
father}ls comments.

Prof. Chowdhury was al-
lowed to live till December 14,
1971, when he was picked up
by the Al-Badr and transported
in a bus along with Prol. Munir
Chowdhury and others. None
of those bodics was found. and
to this day Shovon olien won-
ders if ...

Twenty yecars on, Shovon
ltke the rest. could have given
up hope that what they know
o be the ideals of liberation
will ever be fulfilled in this
country. But he is far from
giving up.

“We have to revive and hold
on to the martyrs)| memories,
but scems to be doing
it. But we, the children of the

rs, can do it because we -
arc directly aflfected. We have
access to their ideals through
their memories™, he said.

This revival is necessary.
Shoven satd, becausce their

Tanvir Shovon Haider

killings were designed o serve
the purpose of blocking ::’
cultivation of democratic -
ues or Be culture, which
were what a (ree Bangladesh
was supposed to be about

But his involvement with
Projonme 71 also owes his
disquiet over the condition of
other martyr familtes, and his
increasing disillusionment
with the sincerity of the aw-
thorities to tackle their prob-
lems.

"Many shaheed families do
not even have any soclal
recognition; many of them did
not have any support from any-
body clse Some even had to
endure fill-treatment at the



