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hails ROK-DPRK accord :

se government hailed the signing in Seoul Friday
agreement on reconciliation and non-aggression by the
ministers of Nerth and South Korea, reports AFP from

The
of an

“It's epoch-making for North-South dialogue and will help
ease tension on the’ Korean peninsula,” Foreign Minister
Michio Watanabe told a news conference.

Watanabe, also Deputy Prime Minister, said he strongly
hoped that the signing ol the document in Seoul would expe-
dite a summit between the two Koreas.

The Foreign Minister said he believed the accord would
also have a favourable impact on Japanese-North Korean ne-
gotiations to normalize diplomatic ties,

Lithuania, Ukraine set up ties :

Lithuania and Ukraine, two former Soviet republics, on
established diplomalic relations, Tass news agency

reported, s AFP from Moscow.
Charge d'Affaires will be sent o the respective capitals of
Vilnius and Kiev, pending the opening of embassies there, the

agency added.

losion kills 6 in Lanka : rve rami

guerillas and a civillan were killed when their vehicle ran
over a mine in northwest Sri Lanka, military sources said
Friday, reports Reuter.

The vehicle exploded on Thursday when it went over
pressure mines laid by security forces at Potkerny in Mannar
district. :

The rebels are fighting for a separate state for minority

Tamils.

] &
Earthquake hits Soviet islands :a
strong earthquake struck a string of Soviet islands between
northern Japan and the Soviet Union on Thursday, the US
Geological Survey said, reports AP from Washington.

There were no immediate reports of damage or injuries.
The area is remote and sparsely populated, said
spokeswoman Rebecca Phipps. . |

The quake, measuring 6.5 on the Richter scale, struck the
Kuril 1 s; about 900 miles (1,450 kilometres) northeast
of Tokyo between the Sea of Okhotsk and the Pacific Ocean.

Phipps said the quake was the largest in the that area
since June 30, 1982, when a temblor struck measuring 6.9

on the Richter scale.
En in e call for -
tates, the

The ambassadors in Belgrade of the United
Soviet Union and the Netherlands — the latter country
representing the European Community — on Thursday made
an "urgent appeal” for peace in Yugoslavia, Tanjug news
agency said, reports AFP from Belgrade.
The agency, quoting the US Embassy here, said the three
made their appeal in a meeting with Serbian leader
Slobodan Milosevic and one of his aides, Deputy Defence
Minister Stane Brovet '
The document called on Serbia, Croatia and the Yugoslav
federal army to apply "totally and without delay,” a cease-fire
t that was signed under United Nations auspices on
November 23 in Geneva.

Blast wounds 16 in N Ireland : »

huge bomb packed in a coal truck exploded Thursday night,

16 people, wrecking a police station and damaging

a Catholic church filled with worshipers, police said. The IRA
claimed responsibility, reports AP from Belfast.

The one-ton (900-kilogram) bomb exploded in back of the

n. 25 miles (40

Royal Ulster Cﬂﬂltlhuh?' station in Crad
kilometres) southwest of Belfast, a Constabulary spokesman
said.

A caller admitted responsibility on behalfl of the outlawed
irish Republican Army in a telephoned message to the
British Broadcasting Corp's Belfast office.

The blast lefl a 40-foot (12-metre-) wide crater and was
heard more than 30 miles (50 kilometres) away. {t blew out

windows more than a mile away and sliced power cables,
out much of the town, the police s man said.
Six officers and 10 civilans were sligh hurt, he said,

mostly suffering cuts from [lying debris and glass splinters.

Major changes in NATO
structure in offing

from the arctic

to the
Mediterranean. I

that will slim down The idea is o save money
the allance’s command struc-  in an era of shrin defence
ture and lay the ground for while still mai
smaller, multinational units as  strong enough forces to deter
the to the West's defences would -be aggressor.

bone of the West's defences. is

meeting in Brussecls d planning to cut its forces in
that the crisis in the Soviet Eyrope hall to around
Union did not affect the plans 150,000 by 1998. Total NATO
because the threat of a massive  forces in Central Europe will
attack from the East no longer be reduced by around halfl by
existed. the same date
‘Mwwu The military guidelines ap-
mains as as ever. It re proved on Thursday, the first
mains the correct basis on day of the two-day Brussels
which to proceed.” British meeting detail how the new
Defence Secretary Tom King strategy would work In prac-
told ' tice. Final arrangemenits on the
NATO commands in Central new forces will not be agreed
and northern — the until next year.
front line during decades of The document sets out the

down. for transport and logistics as
AUS will remain in  well as high-quality intelli-
overall charge of alllance gence.

It includes a reinforcement

Manila to file claims for
loss during Gulf War

1 The those incurred by

dollars the area and those to be filed

losses during by workers allegedly

said today. re- ‘_.mpibykuq:luﬂrmm

would cover “We hope to accomplish the

80

working and higher that when they open the win-

biils from Irag's dow for processing in Geneva

invasion of the Emirate iIn hm.n-ﬂh:l:-ﬂl
August 1990,  Foreign all of our claims.” he .

They would also include u-'w-mo-l'-ﬂ

losses by state-owned 4 o 4000 dollars and that

Philippine airlines due © joyns for personal damages

higher insuramce premiums.  couid reach 100.000 dollars.

I'll resign

PARIS, Dec 13 : Soviet
President Mikhail Gorbachev
said he will resign if the Soviet
Union is dissolved as a state, in
an interview shown on televi-
sion here late Thursday, re-
ports AFP.

Asked whether he intended
resigning, Gorbachev said :
T'll go, resign. resign." but
only "if the unified state is
abandoned.” v

In the interview, carried
out by reporters from the non-
official Interfax news agency
and aired on French television,
Gorbachev warned of the risk
of "dictatorship” in his country
in the face of "disintegration
which is affecting the whole of
society. including executive
power." '

Gorbachev said he was a
"convinced democrat," and
would respect desires of the
parliaments in the republics.

"I will not allow anything
else,” he said. -

The interview came as secv-
eral other republics appeared
to be planning to join the re-
cently-announced common-
wealth, which so far groups
the Slavic republics of Russia,
Ukraine and Belarus (formerly
Belorussia).

Creation of the new struc-
ture, which effectively sings
the death warrant of the Soviet
Union and the end of
Gorbachev's attempts to form a
new union, has accelerated the
ebbing-away of the President's
remaining power.

Few observers now believe
that Gorbachev has any hope of
restoring the Soviet Union in
anything resembling its previ-
ous form.

_ Gorbachev was not even in-
vited to the meeting at which
it was set and it is planned to
set up the capital of the com-
monwealth in the Belarus capi-
tal of Minsk rather than in
Moscow.

The Soviet leader neverthe-

less made a strong pitch for
his own plans for a union
treaty during the interview,
and warned that the new
commonwealth could well lead
to "an explosfon.”

“I am convinced that we are

making the bigge
all the
Gorbachev said. referring to
his former policy of
"restructuring” the Soviel sys-
tem.

International

1if unified state | Troops still surround
is abolished : Gorbachev

st mistake of
years of Prestroika”, -

"l fear that we are
bomb under society, which is
ing to explode.” he said, re-
erring to the so-called Minsk

accord that set up the com-

monwealth.

"That worries mec. We

should have looked for cooper-
ation within the framework ol
the reformed union. so as not

to encourage this process of
disintegration within our soci-

Fighting rages in

ZAGRER (Yugoslavia), Dec
13: Heavy fighting raged Friday
on Croatia's central front,
where Croat defenders report-
edly have made badly needed

gains in recent days, reports
AP

was reported aro-
und“g;m:'&wnl of Sisak and
Nova Gradiska southeast of
Zagreb as well as around
Pakrac and Liptk just to the
north.

The embattled easlern
Croatian stronghold of Osijek
came under heavy attack
overnight, local defense offi-
cials said. The Adriatic port of
Zadar also came under fire.

Meanwhile in New York,
UN Secretary-General Javier
Perez de Cuellar warned Euro-
pean nations that recognizing
the independence of Croatia
and neighboring Slovenia could
widen the war in Yugoslavia.
Both republics declared their

on June 25.

Croatia and Slovenia report-
edly plan to establish diplo-
matic relations next week, the
Belgrade-based Tanjug news
agency reported Thu y.

CGermany and Austria have
indicated they may recognize
the two republics by the end of
the year. The United States

Fighting erupts
in Moldavia

MOSCOW, Dec 13: Fighting

broke out in the separatist

Trans-Dniester region ol cast-
ern Moldavia ecarly Friday,

killing and injuring several
people, Tass reported, reports
AP

The Soviet
said fighting involving the re-
public’'s Intertor Ministr
troops. including elitc "blac

beret” units. broke out at 6 a m
in the city of

(0400 GMT)

Dubossary .
Tass quoted Grigory

Marakutsa, chairman of Trans-

Dniester's legislature, as saying

several people were killed and
wounded.

news agency

Perez urges

opposes recognition.

"I am worried that any
early, selective recognition
could widen the present con-
flict and fuel an explosive situ-
ation, especially in Bosnia-
Hercegovina and also Mace-
donia,” Perez de Cuellar said in
a letter Wednesday to Euro-
pean Community leaders. It
was released at the United
Nations on Thursday.

The rump Serbian-domi-

China executes
nine criminals

BEIJING, Dec 13 : Nine
people have been exeeuted in
western China's Xinjlang
province for crimes including
gang rape and robbery, a local
journalist said today. reports
Reuter.

The executions in the capi-
tal, Urumgi. took place on
Thursday immediately after
the nine had been sentenced
at a public rally. the Urumgql
evening news journalist said by
télephone.

Provincial radio monitored
by the British Broadcasting
Corporation in London said the
punishments were part of a
crackdown on crime.

ety

Croati
nated presidency, in a state-
ment issued to the federal
Tanjug news agency, wel-
comed Perez de Cuellar's
statement. It sald recognizing
the independence of any part
of Yugoslavia would open the
way ‘te secessionism on
European soil.”

The statement reiterated
that a solution to the Yugoslav
crisis should be the "result of a
democratic procedure, with all
the nations of Yugoslavia par-

ticipating.”

It said "prejudicing the out-
come of- this democratic way
by other states” would violate
international law.

Slovenia. Croatia. Mace-
donia and ethnically mixed
Bosnia-Hercegovina have relu-
scd to attend scssions ol the
cight-man collective federal
presidency for months, leaving
what was Yugoslavia's top
federal body truncated by half
and comprising only Serbia
and its allies.

Former British Prime Mi-
nister Margaret Thatcher also
has campaigned for recog-
nitton ol Croatia, which would
allow EC countries to supply it
with weapons to fight ofl the
advance of the Serbian led
federal army.

BEWING. Dec 13 China, In
a clear sign that it is moving to
recognize the Soviet Union's

breakup. has agreed in princi
ple to establish ties with the

Kussian parllament, reporis

AFYP.

A ‘'verbal understanding’
was reached Thursday between
a visiting delegation of Russian
pariamentarians and Wan LI,
the Speaker of China's pariia-

ment, Soviet embassy

spokesman Konstantin Vnukov

said here today.

ina recognizes Soviet i
Union's break-up

He stressed that no con-
cretc pact had been reached,
but said a formal agreement on
parllamentary relations be-
tween China and its huge

northern neighbour was possi-
bie

The Russian delegation,
which left Friday
eight -day official visit, also met
offictals of China's cabinet-
level state commission for re-
structurt
proposed
nomirc
Betjing.

rming a joinl eco-
commission

European nations

alter an

the economy and

with

“The most important thing
is to know how the common-
wealth will be able to ensure
the indispensable interaction
needed to solve the problems
of the economy, finance, and
social problems.” he went on.

"I fear that that will be
very difficult to de.”

"We are ing to share
out everything we have built up
over 10 centuries. | don't be-
Heve | have the right to do
that,” Gorbachev said.

He also noted that the
Minsk accord did not provide
for a president or even a par-
Hament, “there is nothing.” he

said. However he also said he was

closely f(ollowing the com-
monwealth process, and in
particular a meeting currently
underway between leaders of
central Asian republics in the
Turkmenistan capital of
Ashkhabad.

"I'm talking to everyone.
People are thinking. I'm not
going to hustle them but I'm
going to put over my point of
view,” he said.

"There is something in this
document, but there i{s no
state,” he said, referring to the
Minsk ment.

"A lot of things flow from
that there is not even a union
citizcnship,” he noted.

Gorbachev also bitterly at-
tacked the leadership of the
Russian federation. saying it
had “played the Ukraine card”
by pushing the republic to
seek: independence, when it
should have been "looking for
ways to get Ukraine out of its
dead end.”

Gorbachev also said that
when the commonwealth plan
was announced earlier this
week, Russian leader Boris
Yeltsin telephoned to US
President George Bush to tell
him of it. but did not call him
in he Kremlin.

"How shameful. That's not
very correct.,” he commented.

Accord a great
leap toward
unity: Roh

SEOUL, Dec 13: South
Korean President Roh Tae-Woo
called today for an early meet-
ing with North Korean leader
Kim [l-Sung to set the stage
for eventual reuntfication of
the divided peninsula, state
television said, reports Reuter.

Roh met North Korean
Prime Minister Yon Hyong-
Muk at the presidential blue
house after the two Korecas
signed a non-aggression ac-
cord aimed at ending four
decades of cold war enmity.

During the talks. the presi-
dent described the acco
great leap towards Korean
unity and asked You to work
for an early summit between
Roh and Kim, the Korea
broadcasting system said.

Five drug
traffickers
held in HK

HONG KONG, Dec 13 : Five
foreign men were held here
for questioning in connection
with cannabis smuggling from
Nepal via China, a police
spokesman said today, reports

AFP.
The two Britons, one

Canadian, one Futchman and

one Dutchman and a Nepalese
were taken in after several
operations carried out during
thw week when police posing
as buyers uncovered the case,
he said.

Honecker to avoid
extradition to
Germany

MOSCOW. Dee’ 13: East
German former leader Erich
Honecker was holed wup
Thursday in the Chilean em-
bassy here, determined to
avoid extradition to Germany
after Russia gave him until
midnight Friday to leave the

country, reports AFP.

not to recognise Croatia, Slovenia

UNITED NATIONS. Dec 13
Javier

. Secretary-General
Rerez De Cuellar made a last-

recognise Croatia and Slovenia
as independent, warning of

peace

But his envoy, Cyrus Vance,
whe  recently visited
Yugos

plan for 10.000

lavia, nevertheless re-

g0 o Croatia shouid the fight-
ing stop.

In an attempt to head ofl
any action at a European
Community meeling on
Monday, Perez De Cucllar said
that "un-coordinated actions”
in recognising the breakaway
rtpuhllr:!l of Croatia and
Sloventia could have serfous
consequences, an obvious ref-
erence o Germany's intention
to recognise them shortly

He made his commenis in a
letter to Dutch Foreign
Minister Hans Van Den Broek.
whoe chatrs and EC Foreign
Ministers meeting in Brussels
on Monday that is expected to
discuss recognition.

‘I am deeply worried (hal
any early, selective recognition
could widen the present con-

flict and fuel an explosive situ-

ation especially in Bosnia-
Herzegovina and also
Maccdonia: indeed scrious
consequences could ensure

for the entire Balkan region,”
he maakd

In a report alter Vance's
visit, Perez De Cuellar said that
before he could recommend
troops there would have W be
“sustained evidence” the war-
ring parties would implement
a ceasclire they agreed o in
Geneva on November 23

However. he and Vanee
have continued to develop
plans for a peacekecping foroe
of 10,000 should the Aghting
stop. including 10 infantry bat-
talions, 100 miltary observers,
500 police monitors and sup-

port personnel.

The Unfted Nations would
creale demilitarised zones,
contaiming some 600, 000 res-
idents of Serblan enclaves
within Croatia, in Eastern and
Western Slovenia and Krajina.

All armed forces in the en-
claves would have to withdraw
and all Yugoslav national army
troops in Croatia would have o
leave the republic, according
to the UN plan.

The UN chiefl said the plan

was backed Serbia's presi-
dent Sileo an Milosevic,
Croatia’'s President Franjo

Tudjman and the Yugoslav
Defence Minister, General

The Buily Sbar 5

Rangoon varsity
campus

BANGKOK. Dec 13: Rangoon
was quiet today as securily
forces maintained a high pro-
file presence on the capital's
streets in the wake of pro-
democracy student protests
earlier this week, foreign resi-
dents in the city said. reports
AFP.

Thousands of students left
the city to return to their
homes in the provinces on
Thursday, the day after all in-
stitutes of higher education in
the country were closed indef-
initely, the residents and
Burma's official state radio
saicl,

“The university is quiet,
most of the students have
gone, but troops are still sur-
rounding the campus” one res-
ident said. .

"They packed them on
buses and escorted them out of
the city Thursday,” he added.

More students would be
sent home today, officials
Rangoon Radio said.

Scores of students were
seen being shuttled out of

Rangoon University campus in

Bandaranaike
hospitalised

COLOMBO, Dec 13: Former
Sri Lankan Prime Minister
Srimavo Bandaranaike was
admitted to a Colombo hospital
on Friday after complaining of
leg pains and is undergoing a
general check-up., her family
and doctors said. reports
Reuter.

“She has been admitted for

l a general check-up. She is out

of danger,” said Dr. J. B. Peiris,
consultant neurclogist at the
Colombo Genreral Hospital. Her
condition is stable, he added.

that

rushed to the hospilal's

Neurology Ward and may have

| suffered a stroke.

Hospital sources said earlier
Bandaranaike, 75. was

prison vans during the two
days of protests Tuesday and
Wed . when up to 1,000
students staged rallies de-
manding democracy and the
relcase of detained opposition
leader and Nobel Peace prize

winner Aung San Suu
Troops and riot en-
tered campus Wednesday

and ordered the students out
at gunpoint. Hours later the
junta officially shut down all
colleges.

The house near Rangoon
university campus where Aung
San Suu Kyl has been detained
for two and a halfl years, re-
mained tightly sealed off by
combat- ready troops and
barbed wire barricades today.

Chile has said Honecker
will not be granted political
asylum, but the Chilean
Foreign Ministry said Thursday
Honecker would be allowed to
remain in the . where
he sought refuge Wednesday,
asa” *

Chile and the Soviet Union
have no bilateral treaty on

granting political asylum,

Pakistan to
recognise
\zerbaiian
ISLAMABAD., Dec 13:

Pakistan is to recognise
Azerbafjan, the Muslim major-
ity former Soviet Republic,
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
said. reports Reuter.

Azerbaijan had asked
Pakistan to recognise it and he
was happy to do so. Sharil wid
reporters on Thursday as he
returned from an Islamic
summit in Dakar. \

The

decision would not

harm Pakistan's relations with
the Soviet Union, the official
APP New Agency quoted him
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Christianit ed

with Columbus?

GAINESVILLE, Fla : A tiny

settlement founded

chaeologist said, reports AP.

used for Christ's body.

Americas by the

the

The 1.5-inch (3.5-centimetre) tall cross. which includes a
representation of Jesus Christ. was found at La Isabela. where
Columbus established the first European colony in the
Americas nearly 500 years ago

The cross is made of pewter and iron. A copper alloy was

"It is a direct expression of the Catholicism bro

c¢rucifix unearthed at the first

by Christopher Columbus may be the old-
est symbol of Christianity in

Western Hemisphere, an ar-

ught to the

Spanish,” said Kathleen Deagan, an archaeol-

ogist from the University of Florida. who spent the past three
years working on the excavation.

She and others worked with Venezuelan archacologist
Jose F. Cruxent in the excavation at the site in the Dominican
Republic. They discovered a previously unknown settlement
and evidence that wheel-thrown potiery was introduced 50
years carlier than previously thought.
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MUNICH : As most people shiver in the winter weather

these emperor penguins enjoy a walk through the snow
covered park at the 200. The traditional walkabout has

become an attraction at the Hellabesun Zoo.

— AFP/UNB photo

Imitations harm reputation
PARIS : The disciplinary council which oversees the Parts

arl market ordered the cancellation of an auction Thursday
night featuring onc-of-a-kind copies of cight well-known

paintings. reports AP.

The copies of masterpicces by Van Gogh, Cezanne. Gauguin
and others were teo be offered for sale at the prestigious
Drouot auction house. Organisers said advance bids as high as

dirs 22.500 had been received.

However, the dlldpllmm:nunﬂl of the Parisian art deal-

ers association ordered

auction cancelled because it

might harm “the reputation of the Parts market.”
The force behind the would-be auction is a French busi-
nessman named Daniel Delamare, who for the past several

rs has been commi

artists whose identities are

Some art experts worry that
explicitly sold as imitations. could later

one-of-a-kind coptes painted

secret. .
ty coples. even
o resold fraudulently

to a buyer believing it was an original.

'Human hoover’ caught
red handed

BANGKOK : A Brazflian who used his sungically-medified
rhuﬂupdﬁmﬂlﬂh:ﬂhuﬂlmhﬂm

hhrtmrﬂlpﬂhqnhphln.gﬁtrﬂ
man

u““-l.;nhpf . -
through the hole in his X
lp.mmm December |, posed as cus-



