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Of Escapism and Exoticism

by Fayza Haq

@amrul Hasan Qalon believes in escapism.
that is because he feels the reality of life as it
exists in Bangladesh is something he cannot
quite grapple with. He has made public
protests before, in the form of posters, for
which he has been taken to task earlier.

Now he takes refuge in abstractions with
question marks as symbols of the soul search-
ing of mankind. He has done other abstractions
too in which he has cleverly bended fragments
of nature like the sun or leaves.

@alon , who recently had an exhibition at
the Sheraton. has made a series of mixed me-
dias in which he has brought in the local land-
scape with flowers blossoming amidst the
grass. There is the brilliant sun in the back-
drop_ shown from different angles and
delectable branches of trees in the forefront.
The artist has not used human figures in these
pieces.

ments.

There is then "The cry of motherland.” The
poet here feels that a lot is done in the name
of religion. "The country wants peace but there
is nothing but poverty and flood ruining the
situation.” he says. The artist has brought in
mother earth. She is depicted as naked but
with brilliant jewellery on her.

The artist done a sculpture with folded
palms which is meant to be a supplication to
God. Tigers are shown around the main struc-
ture. The artist's message is that man's
prayers to God remain specially when there
are perils and problems.

The main difficulty in Bangladesh, accord-
ing to Qalon, is poverty. More often than not he
wants to forget it. "l want to survive in a beauti-
ful atmosphere,” he insists.

Speaking about the standard of the existing

art, Qalon comments. "We in the cast are like

Damsel in distress. Oil on canvas.

The artist has sought refuge in exotic sub-
jects such as dancing girls with swishing
'saris’. The 'sitar’ player at the side looks on
the beauty with adoring eyes.

There is a piece with a woman's seductive
bosoms, barely clad with a (ransparent red
‘dupatta’. The plece is decidely voliiptuous and
decorative. The hovering 'sitar player once
again enters the scene in darker colours.
There is too the young girl dreaming about her
admirer. The girl is bejewelled with earrings
and various items of gold omaments.

The couple in "Love” has a deer in the
backdrop . The woman is obviously a village
one while the lover with the "lungi” is there
beside her, in the typical eastern romantic
fashion.

There is then the village house with ‘the
"alpona". There is greal stress on decoration
and physical beauty. The creations with the
butterflies are exotic and colourful too. The
artist says, "l have put in a specific image of a
butterfly but even if it did not exist you would
still visualise a glamorous insect.”

There were other sentimental pieces too
like the mother wanting to feed the young, but
with the infant not responding. "The feeling is
parallel to the teacher wanting to teach but the
child is not wanting to learn”, the artist com

crows decked in peacock feathers. We wear
masks and ape the west without giving it much
ofat t. Just as we wear western clothes,
in the same manner we copy western tech-
niques. We are not completely abandoning our
cultures but there are those who are departing
from it absolutely. | am a Bangladeshi. | don't
want to be like a Japanese in western garbs. |
find many of the paintings little more than
window dressing.”

Why does he repeat the themes of the
country scene? ] am a city man but [ am
charmed by the landscape of the villages. | am
scarching for mental peace and escape for the
same reason that | seek the flowers and
butterflies,” he replies.

He does not go in for the experimental. "In
that you have to find your own meanings, and |
don't fancy that. In places like Europe and
America they have the time and facilities. |
prefer Impressionism which | combine with
the Oriental. Similarly | do not go in for sym-
bolisms.

How is it that he did not portray the recent
cyclone like some of the other painters ? "Life
has enough agonies without having to make
them nt on canvas”, is his response.

n has had several solo exhibitions before
in Dhaka and has exhibited his works abroad.

First ever art
auction

The first ever art auction in
Dhaka was held on Friday at La
Calerie in the presence of a
throng of art lovers of the
country, reports BSS.

La Galerie, the only promo-
tional art gallery in the ecity,
arranged the auction at fits

rmanent art gallery at 54,

Ataturk Avenue, Banani,
yesterday afternoon.
paintings, drawings and
sculptures from a broad range
of artists like messrs. Kibria,
Basset, Rafiqun Nabi,
Hamiduzzaman, Kalidas
Karmakar, Mahmoodul Haque,
A A Sattar and Jamal Ahmed
featured in the auction.

La Galerie has held nine ex-
hibitions this year to promote
art and artists in Bangladesh
and next year the Galerie plans
to hold more exhibitions of
foreign and local artists.

Discussion on
Ataur Rahman

tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

The people of Dhamrai
Upazila will hold a milad
mahfil and discussion in
memory of late Ataur Rahman
Khan tomorrow (Sunday).

The function, o
the local condolence meeting
convening committee, will be
held at 2-30 pm at the upazila
office premises.

Italian team
visits Rupsha
bridge site

A two-member [talian go-
vernment delegation led by Dr.
Aldo Sicignano visited the

Rupsha bridge site at Khuina

Friday. reports BSS.
Senior officials of the Rail-

way Division of the Ministry of
Communications and Chaina
Port were present.

The delegation will submit
its recommendations to the
Italtan t to consider
italian assistance for the feasi-
bility study for construction of
Rupsha railway-cum-road bri-
dge over the River Rupsha at
Mongla, Khuina.

Muzammel Haq's
anniversary of
death Dec 16

A milad mahfil will be held

on the occasfon of the sécond -

death anniversary of noted
journalist and cultural per-
sonality and rtiua;etnr
of Daily &m Mozammel
Haq Montu on December 16

after Asr r at his resi-
dence, 45/1 Shantinagar,

rganised I:ryl

Aftab’s photo
exhibition
begins tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

On the occasion of the
Victory Day a solo photo-
graphic exhibition of photo-

urnalist Aftab Ahmeéd will

at the National Press
Club tomorrow (Sunday).

Organised by Bangladesh
Photo Journalists' Association
the three-day exhibition emnti-
W' will be in-

by Begum Nurjahan
Shiraj. wife of Shaheed
journalist Shirajuddin Hossain
at 10 in the morning

Aftab Ahmed is a senior

journalist of the
Iphm.o jou Daily

Govt committed
to uphold spirit

of hiberation war

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman on Friday said the
present democratic gevern-
ment was commitied to
of the lib-

working to make the indepen
_dence meaningful. he said.

in movements., Mr

Saifur urged all o help
government eflorts in

o | Accidents claim 2000, cripple 3000 every year |

Timely measures can
reduce road mishaps

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury on Friday stressed
that timely measures, aware-
ness, respect for law, applica-
tion of law and discipline can
reduce road accidents, reports

' UNB.
Speaking at a seminar on
‘Accident Prevention' he

| called upon the journalists,

teachers, intellectuals, literate
section and people of other
prolessions to come forward in
motivating people in this re-

C.hlll"t'd by Additional
Secretary, Ministry of Health,

the workshop tly organised
by World th Organisation
and sh Police, was
addre , among others, by

Mayor, Dhaka Municipal
Corporation  Mirza Abbas,
Secretary, Road and Road
Transportation Division,
Manjurul Karim, WHO repre-
seritative in Dhaka Abbe
Sundari, Inspector General of
Police Enamul Hug.

Quoting statistics the minis-
ter salid on an average every
year road accidents claimed
2.000 lives, crippled about
3.000 people and damaged
property worth Tk two crore.

He observed that maximum
number of road accidents in
the country were due to faulty

driving.
Inspector General of Police

Enmamul Huq speaking on the
occasion said ‘man made acci-

dents’ is the major problem.
Man, machine and methods
are responsible for these acei-
dents.
Secretary. Road Division of

S

Today's maximum

departed soul.

the Communication Ministry
Manjurul Karim informed the
seminar that for 81.8 per cent
accidents drivers are respon-
sible, while faulty wvehicles are
responsible for 6.5 per cent
accidents, 2.94 per cent for
unscientific roads and inter-
scctions, and 9 per cent for
environmental causes which
include mixed transport sys-
tem, ignorance of traffic rules
and setting of bazar and other
establishments on roads.

ANA Abbe Sundari, WHO
representative in Dhaka un-
derscored the need for na-
tional commitment in the

highest level to prevent acci-
dent.

The WHO representative
that datas relating

to road accidents should be
collected and preserved lor
proper law and policy formula-
tion to be taken in this regard.

Shafiul Azam's
qul khwani
today

The qul khwani of former
minister SM Shafiul Azam will
be held today after Asr prayer
at his residence at 27, Eskaton
Garden in city, reports ISS.

Mrs. Zebunnessa Azam. wife
of late Shafilul Azam has re-
quested col es, [riends
and admirers of her late hus-
band to attend the Qul Khwani
and pray for the peace of the

N e

over the country.
ure in Dhaka was 27 degree

Celsius and the minimum 16.2 degrees. Mymensingh regis-

teved the

was 78 in the morning and 68 in

reports BSS.

Relatives, friends and admi-
rers have been ted to
atiend the function.

Five get
'Mahbub Ullah’
Award -'91

Five rtant personalities
will be given ' Kazi Mahbub
Ullah' Award - 1991 for their
outstanding contributions in
different fields, said a press
release, re BSS.

The recipients of the award
are poet Sanaul Huq for
Literature, Katyum Chowdhury
for Painting. Mohammad Aslam
for Sports, Prof Rehman
Sobhan for Economics and
Mrs. Basanti Guha Thakurata.
wife of Shaheed Prol. Jotimoya
GCuha Thakurata. for Women
Education

Each awardee will be given
Taka 25.000 and a gold medal.

Eleven scientists of
Sugarcane Research and
Training Institute, [shwardi

will be awarded for their joint
contributions in the feld of

science.
| Death anniversary
of Dhir Ali today

The seventh death anniver-
sary of eminent musician Dhir
Ali Mia will be observed today,

BSS.

Dhir Al Sangeet Academy
has chalked out a day-long
programme which includes

of fateha and placing
of wreaths at the mazar of the
musician, day-long Quran
Khwani. milad mahfil and feed-

ing of destitutes at his resi-
dence at Mohammadpur.
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French ambassador M Serge Degallaix inaugurated the solo art exhibition of Iftikharuddin

Ahmed at the gallery of the Alliance Francaise in the city yesterday.

e
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Discussion on Martyred Intellectuals' Day

Call to give democracy

Jute Minister Hannan Shah
has called for united efforts of
all quarters to give democracy
a permanent base in the coun-
try. reports BSS.

He was speaking at a dis-
cussion, held in observance of
the Shaheed Intellectual Day at
the Shishu Academy audito-
rfum yesterday afternoon.

Organised by Students
Wellare Organisation - of
Ba esh, the meeting was
addressed by Awami League
leader Muzaffar Hossain Paltu,
student leaders Fazlul Huq
Milon, Shafi Ahmed and
Ohiduzzaman Chand and Mujib
Khan, president of the organi-
sation.

Prof. M. Muniruzzaman
Miah, Vice Chancellor of Dhaka
University, presided.

Mr. Shah criticised the acts
of violence like vehicle damag-
ing and burning and rampage
in the city by some quarters.
What is the political motive of
such acts? He asked any
misunderstanding can be re-
moved through discussion and
the opposition can protest the
government's excesses il any,
but violence can bring no solu-
tion, he said.

The Jute Minister appealed
to all to refrain from creating
any confrontation or violent si-
tuation on any issue.

Giving a briefl resume of the
last anti-autocracy movement,
he called for holding high
democratic ndrms and wvalues,
avoidirig the path of violence
and confrontation.

The minister laid stress on

projecting the true hislory to
the new generatfon and ac-
cepting truth as truth.

Referring to nationalism,
Mr. Hannan Shah said the
thinking that "Bangladesh is
for Bangladesh” has created
unrest in the hill tracts.

The tribals including the
Chakma, Garo and Saotal also
had fought side by side with
the Bangladesh in the war of
liberation, he pointed out and
said, "here in Bangladesh we
are all Bangladeshis.”

He paid tributes to the
memory of the Shaheed intel-
lectuals, who had laid down
their lives for the country's in-
dependence.

Prof. Muniruzzaman said the
dreams of the Shaheed intel-
lectuals were the establish-
ment of a democratic order,

rule of law, people's flundamen-
tal rights and an exploitation-

free society.

Prof. Muniruzzaman said
though a democratic process
has been started. democracy is
yet to take roots in the soil of
Bangladesh.

He asked all quarters to
show restraint, respect to law
and extend mutual cooperation
in eliminating campus violence
and establishing democracy.

He also urged all to take
pledge so that there could be
no recurrence of terrorism on
the campuses.

Mr. Muzalflar Hossain Paltu
stressed the need for awaken-
ing patriotic feelings to get
over political, social and eco-
nomic crisis. Underlining the

a permanent shape

importance of projecting true
history, he said correct evalua-
tion should be made about
those, who had contributed to
the country's liberation war.
Mr. Hossain said the present
political process. established
through a lot of sacrifices,
must be maintained.

Mr. Fazlul Huq said the pre-
sent democratic order was the
reflection of the spirit of the
shaheed intellectuals.

He urged the country's in-
tellectuals to play a neutral
role on different issues and
give the nation correct direc-
ton.

Students Wellare Organisa-
tions of Bangladesh also orga-
nised painting competition for
children and poetry recitation
and set-speech programmes
on the occasion.
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Steps taken for
self-reliant
economy: Hafiz

Law and Justiee Minister
Mirza Golam Hafiz said yester-
day that the government had
undertaken pragmatic steps to
build rural l:gvelupmenl [n.pf:ll-
tructure to attain self-reliant
economy in the country, re-
ports BSS.

He was addressing the first
conference of Bangladesh
Registration Tax Collection
Employees Association (TC
Karmachary Samity) at Wapda
auditorium here.

State Minister for Law and
Justice Aminul Haq addressed
the conference as special
guest. Secretary-in-Charge of
Law Ministry Sirajul Islam. IGR
of Registration Department
Siddiqur Rahman and General
Secretary of T.C Karmachari
Samity Abul Hussain also ad-
dressed the conference.

The Law Minister, who was
the chiel guest said the pre-
sent democratic gevernment
could ensurc the overall devel-
opment of the country. He said
people of all strata should
come up to stabilise and giving
institutional shape to the hard
carned democracy to fulfil
hopes and aspirations of the
toiling masses.

Mirza Haliz said despitc re-
source constraint the govern-
ment had successfully tackled
the consecutive natural
calamity and as such earned
laurel for the country. He said
peace and tranquility were the
pre-requisite for our economic
development. Necessary steps
would be taken to root out ter-
rorism, he said.

Referring to various de-
mands of T.C employees, he
said that these people had
been rendering their sincere
responsibilities towards earn-
ing revenue of crores of Taka.
The Minister assured that
their pay and service structure
would be framed in conformity
with other government em-
ployecs.

Its new
just for you

The Baily Star is pleased to introduce a new
column where individuals and organisations can
publish Birthday and Anniversary Greetings,

Congratulatory and Condolence Messages, Get-
Well/Good-Luck Wishes, Birth/Death Announce-

ments, In Memoriam, etc. at nominal charges.
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Advertisement Manager
Phone : 246023-4, 863035
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