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4 more republics to
join commonwealth

MOSCOW, Dec 12: The Ru-

R e
sident Borts Yeltsin's

commonwealth, a Soviel
President Mikhatl Gorbachev
satdd he would resign #f it
replaces the Soviet state,
reports AP,

“The main work of my life ts
done, Gorbachev to re-
porters. indicating that he
might be considering resigna-
on.

The tdea of a common-
wealth, which already includes
Byeclorussta and Ukraine. T_ﬁg
peared to be sweeping past
men who brought political and
economic reform to the Soviet
Union.

Armenia, Kirgizia and
Moldavia have expressed in
terest in joining. Yeltsin said
Thursday. adding that he be-
lteved Kazakhastan also will
become a member.

At the Kremlin, Gorbachev
told reporters that he would
resign if the central Soviet
government was replaced by
the "Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent States.”

"l can see no place for me
in IL" he said.

He had planned to address
the Supreme Soviet, but an at-
tempt to convene the national
legislature Thursday afternoon
to discuss the commonwealth
lailed when not enough law-
makers showed up.

The latest developments
came as the central govern-
ment was staggering from one
crisis o the next. A critical
fuel shortage forced more than
hall of all Soviet airports to
close Thursday and led to the
cancellation of most domestic
flights of the state Aeroflot air-
line, the Soviel news agency
Tass reported.

With winter closing in. mil-
lions of Soviets are worried
about whether they will have

enough o eat. The US gov
ernment has warned that the
Soviet Unton could face civil
disorder and has expressed
concern about who controls
the Soviet Union's 27.000 nu-
clear warheads

After a speech in which
Yeltsin said support for the
commonwealth was .
Russian legislators voted 188-
6. with seven absientions, to

approve the pact.

The vote was followed by
thunderous applause, alter
which Yeltsin. president of the
Russian Republic. strode o the
lectern and said: | congraulu
late you on this historic deci-
sion and thank you."

Related story on page—5

Sirajganj BNP's
memo to DC

SIRAJGANJ, Dec 12: Dis-
trict BNP brought out a
procession in the town today
in protest of the killing of Juba

leader Shariful Islam Bablu.
Shariful (26) was killed al-
legedly by some Awami League
activists on December 9. The
processionists also submitied a
memorandum to the Deputy
Commissioner demanding Lrial
of the killers. reports UNB.

Tribal insurgent
surrenders

RANGAMATI, Dec 12: A
member of outlawed tribal in-
surgents surrendered to law
enforcing agency at Dighinala
in Khagrachari hill district
Wednesday afternoon. Shibu
Ranjan Chakma alltas Samar
(32). sell-styled second lieu-
lenant of the so-called
Shantibahini laid down his gun
to the security force. official
sourvcs sald, reports UNB.

Jute workers
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agreed points in the bilateral
meclings

Five labour leaders will rep-
resent the Sangram Parishad
in the proposed draft commit-
tee while five officials will rep-

resein! the government side
This (ommitice would meet
on Saturday. sources said. It is

reliably learnt that the gov-
ernment has agreed to an-
nounce the wage commission
very soon and the wage com-
missfon would submit its re-
port within three months of its
formation. A representative
from the jute mills workers
would be included in the pro-
posed commission which
will fix the wages for the in-
dustrial workers.

The wage commission
award. irrespective of its
amount recommended by the
commission, would. however,
be implemented with effect
from July 1. 1991, official
sources said,

For the interim period the
government has agreed to pay
an amount of Taka 1500 to
each of the 88,000 workers
under the BJMC. This money
will. however, be given in in-
stalments from January 1992,
the sources confirmed.

On the question of rein-
statement of workers who lost
their jobs for political reasons
during the last decade, the
government has to give
back their jobs. The number of
lterminated workers is about
seven hundred, a Patkal
Sramik Karmachari Sangram
Parishad leader told this cor-
respondent. The Jute Minister
Hannan Shah, while talking to
this correspondent over tele-
phone, said that the number of
the workers to be reinstated
would be determined after a
scrutiny by a particular com-
mitiee.

On the question of further
denationalising the public
sector jute industries, both the
sides agreed that no jute in-
dustry would be denationalised
unless the workers and the
government reach a consensus.
Incidentally, Finance Minister
Saifur Rahman on Wednesday
wid the newsmen that the
government had no immediale
plan for disinvestment.

It is also learnt that the
Jute Ministry has on principle
agreed to provide the jute sec-

under the bonus voucher
scheme which was in practice
during the Pakistan perfod, to

te

The Jute Minister was ex-
E-E:"l the Snﬁm Parishad
rs to sign agreement
before December 22 saying
that they should not back out
this time for the sake of ensur-

ing peace and stability in the

productive sectors and in the
greater interest of the national
curonomy.

The jute mills workers
leaders may wait for results to
be accruing from the separate
meetings ol the governmen!
with the SKOP and the Cotton
and Textile Sramik Karma-
chari Federation. scheduled to
be held on December 14.

It may be mentioned thal
the scheduled meeting be-
tween the Labour and Man-
power Minister Abdul Mannan
Bhutyan and the SKOP leaders
was abandoned yesterday as
most of the SKOP leaders were

outside Dhaka_

The new date of the meet-
ing has been fixed on
December 14.

On Thursday's meeting be-
tween the Jute Ministry and
the leaders of the jute mills
workers, the government side
was represented by the Jute
Minister Brig Hannan Shah
(retd) and Rashid Talukder.
Chairman of BJMC. The work-
ers’ side was represented by
Abul Basher and Shah Alam of
Workers' Party-backed Jatiya
Sramik Federation, Rchanu-
ddin Rehan, leader of the

labour front of Awami League,
Siddiq Sarder of Jatiya "arty's
labour front and Kayum of
BNF's labour front.
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isting national problems.
Presided over by Dilip Barua
of Samyabadi Dal (SD). the dis-
cussion was also addressed by
Pankaj Bhattacharya. Dr Abdul
Malek of NAP. Nurul Islam
Nahid of CPB, Alhaj Abdus
Samad of Gano Azad! League
and Abdur Rouf of the

Samyabadi Dal.
Pankaj Bhattacharya ex- |

pressed his grave concern over |
the mounting frustration, per-

sisting in national life and

called for launching a united

movement in aliance with the

democratic forces against the

l'.rlr.:{:r social and economic

problems plaguing the nation.

He said there is no alterna-
tive to national consensus for
resolving the Vital national is-
sues and no single party alone
could face the problems cre-
ated over the years by the au-
tocratic .

The PDF convenor was
critical of the activities of the.
ruling BNP and the Awami
League and said they failed to
deliver what people expect of
them.
' On campus violence, he
said: "Now we have to think
twice before attending any
anti-terrorism rally organiscd

by thpse who patronise hood-
lums in the edupcntlunal institu-

tlons."”

Nurul Islam Nahid said it
was the time for the true pa-
iriots to launch a wvigorous
mass movement to realise the

demands of the people.
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Kuw uit, at the OIC conference venue in Dakar Monday.
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countries. and reduction ol
debt burden of poor Islamie
couniries.

She said in response to her
call, the Saudi government an-
nounced the writing off of all
debts of poor Islamic coun-
tries.

Turning to internal situa-
tion. Begum Zia said the re-
ported writing of letters by the
Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina to the Foreign
Missions in Dhaka on internal
problems was not proper.

While giving her reaction
Begum Zia said In our inde-

ent and déemocratic coun-
try ‘all of us have to put in our
efforts to solve our problems
involving our own people.
Sending letters to mis-
stons was not at all desirable.’

The Prime Minister said
that terrorists were being
dealt with irrespective of party
affillations and according to
the law of the land. Actions
were taken even against peo-
ple belonging to her party,
she said.

Asked why she did not re-
ciprocate a step taken by
Sheikh Hasina to help stop
campus violence by suspending
activiies of her party’s stu-
dent wing, Begum Zia said her
party believed in healthy stu-
dent politics. not terrorism.
She said the student wing of
the BNP was winning student
union elections in colleges due
to its sound politics. Those
who create violence proposed
W suspend  student activities,

- ;

she said but. st the same time.
they smashed vehicles on
streels if police ook action

She told m thai

a

the government occastonally
had meetings with leaders of
different political parties to
consult them on na-
tional tssues. The governmemt
believed in democracy and
wanted to rule with the con-
sent of all.

As to the question why the
Jatlya Party was not invited W
such meetings. Begum Zia said
in her opinion, the Jatlya Party
was not a at all. “We do
not think a party which had
pcrpetrated autecracy belteves
in democracy. she said.

She asserted that the eco-
nomic situation was geod and
the country would forge ahead
in the path of prosperity.
Begum Eu claimed that,
through hard and sinecere
work, her government had
earmned admiration at home
and abroad. Achievements
made in the past nine months
were greater than those of
nine years of autocratic rule,
she said peinting out that the
presemt  government had
taken over power in a secio-
economic chaos. Natural disas-
ters had added to problems,
she said.

Begum Zia told another
questioner Lhat the secretary-
level talks were held on
Ganges waler-sharing. Talks on
the handing over of Tin-Bigha
l:tlrridnr was progressing, she

' PM : Hasina's letter |

»

|

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia meeting Shaikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah, the Emir of

— PID photo

JP: Ershad Day
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ed at a place not far

the previous JP city office

at Allabwala Bhaban which an
Devember after Ershad's
The aciivists at the rally

shouted slogans like "break
the jall and release Ershad”

xmﬁmﬁdﬂﬁwﬂ
fall

. and “stop repression on owur
activists”

Presided over by eity JP
president Abdus Salam. the
rally was also addressed.

among others. by whip of the
JP

Huq Choewdhury, MP. Vice
Chairman Mahbubul Hugq
Delon. Jattya Mahtla Party

Jatlyn, Sramil Paryy leader

. Jatlya
N;.vhﬂnhnnn-d Zalar
and Joint Secretary Shamim
Al Mamun.

A n of the Jatiya

processio
Party later paraded the city
streecta.

Our Gazipur correspondent

reports: The Acting Chatrman
of
ry said the repression
unleashed on the leaders and
activista of his party has
crossed all previous records,
Addressing a rally at
Gaztpur bus terminal Thursday

thnmduumndﬂmnﬁul'

immediate relcase of the party
chiel Ergshad and other politi-
cal detenues.

Launching a scathing ailack
on the ruling BNP. he satd
Primc Minister Begum Khal da
Zia had lafled to kecp her pro-
election pledges and frustrated
the aspiration of the common

AL rally in observarice of the protest day in the city yesterday.

Movement if
Indemnity Ordn
not repealed,

says Nasim

By Staff Correspondent

Mohammad Nasim, Awami
League leader and Chief Whip
of the Opposition in parlia-
ment Thursday threatened to
launch a movement if the
'heinous’ Indemnity Ordinance
were not repealed in the win-
ter session of the Jatiya
Sangsad (JS).

He was speaking as chiel
guest at the annual conference
of the Chhatra League (S-A)
Mirpur Bangla College unit
held at the college compound.

The Awami League leader
asked the Chhatra League
workers to be prepared for the
movement.

The 'repressive’ measures
taken by the government
against the Chhatra League
workers were part of a
blueprint to destroy the demo-
cratic atmosphere in the coun-
try. he remarked. He said that
the ment was using the
Dr Milon murder case as a
weapon to herass their work-
ers. "It will not be surprising
even {f the rmment arrest
us and implicates with Milon
murder case”, Nasim said.

"We wanted to cooperate
with the government in all
aspects of governance as con-
structive . But unfor-
tunately, government, tak-
ing democratic attitude for
weakness, is hitting us below
the belt,” he said.

He alleged that some of the
rnldklllml . oIhDr Milon had al-
ready left the coun
courtesy of the mtrwnmi::
and some of them were mov-
ing freely with the Prime
Minister.

~ and
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Menon blames
BNP, AL for
reviving
terrorism

BARISAL, Dec 12: Five-party
lecader Rashed Khan Menon
today blamed both Awami
League and BNP for reviving

the terrorist activities in edu- .

cational institutions, reports
UNB.

Both the parties have vio-
lated the seven point code of
conduct which they agreed
upon earlier to eliminate cam-
pus violence, Menon said while
addressing an election rally
here this afternoon.

The really was also ad-
dressed by five-party leaders
Hasanul Haq Inu, Nirmal Sen,

man, Dr Shah Alam
party candidate for
Bakergan|-6 constituency Ab-
dus Sattar.

Burmese troops
From Page 1 Col. B

Soldiers patrelled the uni-
versity area in central Rangoon
and blocked all access to it. A
fo ‘resident who spoke on
condition of anonymity said
several hundred troops - with
armoured personnel carriers
and trucks were on the
streets. After two days of
demonstrations, the eapital
Students were at the fore-
front of he pro-democracy

movement the mflitar
crushed in September 1 ;
kiling thousands of people. As
part of that crac , the

junta closed all seco
schools. colleges and universi-

des.
Editorial on page 4
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| from such autocratic acts
future. Otherwise, they eau-
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name of curbing terrorism.
Amu called upon Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia to
make her administration non-
partisan. He alleged that the
ruling BNP was sheltering the
associates of
President Ershad.
" Mozaffar Hossain Paltu
warned against continued re-
pression against the Awami
League workers and said no
repression would deter them
from following the path of

Bangabandhu Shetkh Mujibur 1

Rahman.

Those who spoke Im:'ludﬂd
Akhter-ul Alam, Reazuddin
Ahmed, Mofazzal Hossain
Choudhury Maya, Hashimuddin
Haider and Salahuddin
Badal '

Acting prestdent of the
party and deputy leader of the
opposition Abdus Samad Azad
was present.

Our stafl corréspondent
from Khulna adds: In obser
vance of the protest day, the
local unit of the Awami League
:;;:h!ht put a procession

paraded the city ther-
oughfares.

Later, addressing a rally,
the party leaders strongly con-
demned police action on an
Awami League meeting on
December 8 and on a Chhatra
League [S-A) procession on

December 10 in the capital

The speakers called upon
the government to refrain
in

tioned, a mass movement to
resist all sive measurcs

by the government would be

tary party Montrul
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and Kadamtali of

- |. have lost their jobs

A life for
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five years.
Ile further said that the

Mfe and came throu

and Puszgang of m
upazila. Naraichhari and
Jurafichhari of Dighinale

upaaila and Achalong
ranga
L peartba

Earlier on December 4.
some 130 refugees returned
home in hari distriet

the total of tribal v
turnees to 420 in less than two
weeks.

Besides. 28 others retumed
from India through differemt
burders of Handarban i praaeh b
on December 8, offcials satid.
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ment of children should be of
the highest prierity.” the dee-
laration sadd.

A settion on econoemic ce-
operation urged member
staics to reduce barriers to
trade and find ° priate so-
lutions to the _ of the
indebtedness of African states.'

Saudi Arabfa promised dur-
ing the summit to forgive the
debis of the poorest states In
Lhe OIC.

One point not mentioned in

the document was democracy.

Political change is
through Africa and four
time autocratic presidents
in the last
year to free elections. AMd
donors are insisting on politi-
cal reform and no conference
in black Africa is now come
plete without promises of
greater democracy.

King Hussein of Jordan.
who has permitied a limited
amount of parliamentary
demecracy. was perhaps the
only Arab
work in open

‘Since ,the good of the
community necessitates jus-
lice, democracy beeomes
cssential in building the just
suciety to ensure the widesl
participation In thought and
actien in the pro towards
the achievement of human
rights in freedom and
ity.’ the King said tn Tuesday.

Judgement “
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or place so-it was not legally
barrcd to abolish any tier.

in this eontext. the repead =

ordinance could not come into
conflict with the Constitution,
he said.

Referring to the gradual de-
velopment of leeal governmemt
institutions in this country.
Aminul Huq said no lar
tier of local bodies ever
been made permanent or
fixed; it was by deei-
sions of the executive or legis-
lature at various times.

The upazila had never been
declared as administrative unit
in accordance with the Consti-
N Chcnioting Ma. fiyes

5
long luhmiln‘m on behalf -dﬁ‘
the petitioner, the counseclior
Barrister Amirul Islam told the
court the ordinance had come
as an invasion of the govern-
ment on local bodies.

Article-11 of the Constita-
tion referred to the represen-
tation of the people in running
local bedies but the
Nirbahi Officers (UNO) who
were now running the upazila
were not loeal representatives,
he argued.

Il an ordinance can destroy
local representation or & locsl
body, how can one say that the

Constitution is supreme
law, he questioned. |
Barrister Islam f(urther

submitted that proper
sentation at all levels had
sought by the relevant consti-
tutional provisten

siood violated by the ords:
nance.

Articles ® and 11 of the
consUtution had been intre-
duced to protect the local bod-
ies from the marrow partisan
interest ©of the executive
which, at different times,
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The Midnight File

TOKYO. Dec 12: Chanting "No rice.” thousands of
farmers rallfed on Thursday to that Japan's govern-
ment stand up to foreign pressure to ift its ban on rice Im-

ports .ﬂhhhﬂ:z:d'ihrpuhnpurmdwl-
mﬂmlhujutld ban by arguing the island na-
tion must maintain self-sufficiency in fts staple food. But

of the report
also indicate that other major
items illegally ex-

to India are eement,

The findings

ticides, blanket. watch and

nment will give in to demands
the European Community to open

o S
(3 t and large-scale growers in

cannot compete with cheap

8.

Over Taka 702 million
worth of used clothes were
imported during 1987-88
compared to Taka 217.11 mil-
Bon in 1980-81.

Milk products emerged as a
major imported iltem being

out in recent .
Import of milk products
Jumped to 24.53 per cent In
1987-88 and stood at Taka
2143.34 million, compared to
Taka 596 38 million In 1980-

81,
i dal cxport brings in very

lucrative returns for the own-
ers ol garment factories. the
report notes. The factory own-
ers bear the cost of formalitics
under the back-to-back letters
of credit system and inflate the
required amount of fabrics
needed for a particular order.

This scenario, the study
shows, bears a tragic conse-
quence for the textile industry
and for the legal tmporters of
textile items who face a very
uneven competition from the
garment industries.

A dramatic increase in the
import of video cassette play-
ers and recorders has been no-
ticed In recent years.
Liberalisation of legal import of
such components facilitates
the illegal import of these
items for re-export to India.

Business circles view that
this new-found prominence of
these items in the legal import
bill should be seriously exam-
ined in the light of changing
patterns of illegal export from
Bangladesh to India and other
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their own views and dccide
their own destinies in the po-
litical and econemic fields.”
said Indian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Aftab Seth.

- While directing their atten-

; tion to the West, L1 and Rao

barely touched on the unre-
solved border dispute that led
the two countries to war in

“The two leaders agreed,
however, the boundary prob-
lem was "not an obstacle in
our joint efforts to expand,
strengthen and censolidate

ship.” said Seth, speak-
ing for ETTHRENLS,

" Officials said the border
question may have come up in
& private meeting between the
two - that followed the
formal two-heur session.
Another working meeting was
set for Friday.

China says India is holding
8q km) of fts land aslong India's
eqstern border. India says
China Is eccupying 14,500
square miles (37,700 sq km )
that it seized in [|962 on its
westemn front.

Althou no couniry was
mentioned by name, the refer-
ence te President Bush's
phrase of a "new world order”
made it that they were
objecting to US polieies.

Both countries have com-
plained of pressure, either on
ccomomic reforms of human
rights, from Western gevern-
ments and their financial insti-
tutions whic¢h they see as in-
terfering in their internal af-

fairs.
sald the leaders also
“tq promote peace at

Thursday, 12
a po-

o broke thro

and set t the
Chh:touhﬂeﬂu of
the Chinese Embassy re
they were hauled away in a po-

India, China

About 400 pecople, mostly
Tibetans. have becn arrested
lor rylng to demonstrate or
had been placed under preven-
tative detention before Li ar-
rived.

India has given sanctuary to
1,10,000 Tibetans who IHcd
their homeland after the 1950
Chinese invasion, and has al-
lowed the Dalaji Lama. the |
spiritual and temporal Tibetan"
leader, to operate a govern-
ment-in-exile from its soil.

But the Indian government
also ordered its security forces
to prevent any embarrassment
or disruption during Li's visit.

Seth said Li did not repeat a
complaint made earlier by the
Chinese ambassador that India
was failing to keep a promise
to prevent anti-Chinese politi-
cal activity by the Tibetans.

The spokesman said Li ex-
pressed appreciation for
India’s recognition of the Tibet
as an autonomous Chinese
province, but said no more on
the subject.

Related story on page 5
Editorial on page 4

Sharbahara man
shot dead

By Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Dec 12: To-
fazzel Hossain, 26, reportedly a
Sharbahara Party activist was
shot dead this morning at vik
lage Arjay-Narayanpur
Jhemidah Sadar allegedly by
the armed activists ol the Bi-
plobi Communist Party.

At about 8 am a group of
armed activists of the Biplobi
Communist Party reportedly
raided the house of Tofazzel
who was trying to flee but was
gunned down by the armed
men. Following serfous bullet
injuries he died on the way to

hospital.

A case was lodged with
Jhenidah thana and the body
was send W Jhenidah morgue

for autopsy.



