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The Chinese assurance that Mr Li's visit to New
Delhi would not hurt Beijing's relations with a
third country is obviously directed at Pakistan.
Islamabad has no reason to treat this assurance
with any reservation, in view of the strong foun-
dation which serves as the basis of Sino-Pakistan

ties. However, it will undoubtedly please
Islamabad if Mr Li's visit can produce a reitera-
tion of Sino-Indian endorsement of Pakistani
proposal to declare South Asia a nuclear arms-
free zone. In this context, the two sides should
discuss what Beljing and New Delhi can do to co-
ntain the spread of nuclear weapons, even if they
are not yet ready to sign the Nuclear Non-Proli-
feration Treaty — which, we think, they ought to
— as suggested by both Washington and Moscow.
On the positive side, the discussion on the
economic relations should prove more productive
than talks on political issues, with prospects of
long range developments. Both sides see each
other as a vast market, with immediate possibili-
ties of raising the level of the two-way trade
which, at the moment, stands at a modest $280
million a year. Later, the two countries can look
at the area of technical co-operation as well as at
an exchange of knowhow in such fields as flood
control, protection of environment and family
planning. There are no reasons why co-operatien
between China and India in these areas cannot be
expanded to cover the involvement of such South
Asian countries as Nepal, Pakistan and Bangla-
desh. All these possibilities can be explored when
the two countries — and others in the region —
view one another without undue suspicion and
recongnise that, in the changed international cli-
mate, Asian countries — especially the two giants,
India and China — must move forward towards
co-operation — bilateral and regional — under
their own steam and volition. In this context, the
visit .of Premier Li Peng to New Delhi has come
exactly at the right time. It deserves to be a
success, setting a process in motion in the best
interest of the two countries and the region.

Democracy in Myanmar

We value our relationship with our neighbours.
We have always stood for friendly and most cor-
dial relationship with Myanmar. But we also value
democracy. We have fought numerous battles with
military juntas during our Pakistan days and have
Just celebrated the first anniversary of bringing
down the nine-year-old autocratic regime of Gen
Ershad. So we, more than many other nations in
the world who have not suffered in the hands of
military dictatorships, understand the need for
and value of the importance of a democratic sys-
tem of government.

While the world is honouring the leader of
Myanmar Aung San Suu Kyi, the authorities are
persecuting her. While the international com-
munity is singing her praise as a democratic lea-
.der, her own government is keeping her inter-
ned as a subversive element. It is perhaps expec-
ted of a regime which has never had any right to
rule its people, and lost whatever—if ever—legi-
timacy it had after its total rejection by the peo-
ple during the last elections nearly two years ago.

While Suu Kyl was being awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize, the Burmese students who were
protesting her house arrest and continued deten-
tion, were being rounded up — yet once again.
According to reports, 4,000 university students
were locked inside the campus.

In a typical move for any military dictatorship,
afraid to face the wrath of the people, the
Burmese SLORC (State Law and Order Restora-
tion Committee) shut down all of the nation's
universities, colleges and technical schools. It is
to be noted that Rangoon University, the hub of
pro-democracy movement, has been closed for
nearly two years. The Burmese junta must realise
that time has run out on them and today or to-
morrow they will have to bow to the will of the
‘people. They may have already waited a bit too
long, giving rise to fears that the Burmese

Generals have expressed to the Philippines

Foreign Minister that they are afraid of a

"Nuremberg-type Trial" if the military should
step down now.

| THE SPECTRE OF POPULATION

Effective Motivation to Control is Imperative
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more scarce. There will be the
greatest concentration of hu-
man on the smallest
land mass on earth. No amount
of industrialisation and cul-
tural production will be able to

Our present economic
planning does not seem to
take into account the spectre
of population which is staring
at our face. We continue to

on some borrowed pet
theories which, for our future
survival, are not even distantly
us rtant as our foremost
need for containing the popu-
lation and also for taking
simultaneous steps for poverty
alleviation and providing for at

basic primary education

the vast majority. What may
relevant o countries
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allocated, first, to population
control and, secondly. te

pove alleviation activities
tion activities can be in the

ficids of increased productivity

in agriculture, co-operative-
based cottage industries,

fast-developing
the East

The traditional method of
motivating people for family
planning is a long process. As

time does not wait, such a

ers.
Contraceptives and pills
should be supplied free or at a
nominal cost at all clinics.
Sterilisation at the clinics
should be free. Volun-
tary sterilisation should be

pulsory for all Imams of

mosques 1o make the benefits

having two or more
should further
increments or with

distribution of in-
puts is not only , in fact,
it discou farmers to use

at Government sales depots

Our present economic planning does not seem to take into account the spectre of population which is staring
at our face. We continue to harp on some borrowed pet theories which, for our future survival, are not even

distantly as important as our foremost need for containing the population ...

breathing time and, thereafier,
the resources. we can easily
make up lor the lost time. The
population exploston. however,
does not wait. The boom must.
therefore, be halted right
and today. Once millions And
millions are born, the country
shall have 10 sustain them for
decades to come and such a
situation can only compound
our already existing multifari-
ous problems. In consequence.
any growth in our econemy
will remain only a distant hope
,and a totally unattainable goal

We are already one of the
poorest and at the same time
most-populated countries ol
the world and unless urgent
and drastic measures are taken
to contain the population,
stark poverty will continue to
stalk us for all time to come
Our present economic plan-
ning and resource allocation
are more in favour of those
who are already at an advan-
tage compared with the vast
majority. Under emphasis on
industrialisation will only per-
petuate the cxisting situation

method is bound to negate Iits
own purpose. In the context of
the special circumstances pre-
vailing in our country, our im-

mediate and principal aim
should. therefore, be to tackle
our problem No. |, L.e. popula-

tion boom. on a war Igoting in
the same manner in which the
entire nation was mobilised 1o
face the calamity which befell
us early this year. There should
be a crash programme for
family planning. say. spreading
over a 5-year pertod. Family
planning is an intensely per-

sonal matter. Besides, the vast
majority of our population are
illiterate. What is needed is a
.person-to-person and house-
to-house approach. Two field
workers, one male and the
other a female, should be
assigned to each of the 85000
villages and. perhaps, about
10,000 or more busteces and
slums in the urban areas. A
network of clinics should be
established within a radius of
every 2/3 miles throughout

« the country. A few wecks' ori-

enlation course should be ade
quate to train the field work-

of family planning a part of
their Friday “khutbas.” There
should be no dearth of field
workers, for we have millions
of unem ed educated boys
and girls will be only too

to find some employment.

should also be no dearth
of doctors. provided their
remuneration is reasonably
attractive and they are also
provided with accommodation
with minimum basic necessi-
ties. The principal aim of the

crash mme should be to
contain population at the
carliest possible time, -

larly in arcas where the

is the highest. {.e. In vi .
bustees and slums. People with
smaller families. say, with no
more than too children should
be rewarded In the form of
cheaper rations, bank loans at
reduced rates of interest, etc.
There should be a similar pro-
gramme in cities and towns
where the success of the pro-
gramme could be made more
effective. In all organised insti-
tutions, public and private,
such as offices, mills, tories
and large establishments, a

alone. The dcpots are widely

rséd and farmers find #t
difficult te obtain their
requirements without taking a
day off from their work. More
often than not. more than one
visit becomes necessary due to
lack of supplies or otherwise
the sales stafl being away on
authorisd or french . This
is the experience of
the writer who, living in the
metropolise, has to spend
about Tk 50 on transport to
buy just one kg of fertiliser at a
cost of Tk 8. If this is the case
in the metropolis itsell, it is
not difficult to imagine what
the actual conditions are else-
where in the country. This is
considered excessive and
beyond the reach of most
farmers. The distribution of
fertilisers and insecticides

should be immedia-
ltlr. The Government should
sell the fertilisers and

insecticides in packets and
bottles of wvarious sizes to
wholesalers and retailers

Government depots at
all istrict and upazila
headquarters with the prices
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Shot-and-Shell Robinson Says He'll Win Again

Lindsay Mackoon writes from Port of Spain, Trinidad

Prime Minister Ray Robinson, who survived a coup attempt last year after being held
hostage in Parliament, is taking Trinidad and Tobago to the polls. Till recently he was
thought bound to lose because of unpopular economic reforms. But now, an opinion poll has
put his party well ahead.

N what will be Trinidad

and 's most keen-

ly contested general
election, Prime Minister Ray
Robinson faces a serious
challenge to get a second five-
year term in office.

Mis ruling National Alliance
for Reconstruction (NAR) was
formed from elements of the
two o tion — the
long-established People's Na-
tional Movement (PNM) that
previously held power for 30
years, and the United National
Congress (UNC).

In announcing the election
for December 16 Robinson

ended months of speculation.
it followed publication of a
public opinion poll putting the
NAR ahead in the race.

Patrick Manning. the 45-
year-old geologist-turned
politician who is leader of the
PNM. and former external
affairs Minister Basdeo Panday,
who heads the UNC, wel-
comed the challenge.

At stake are 36 parliamen-
tary seats — 34 in oil-produc-
ing Trinidad and two in the
tourist haven of Tobago.
Parliament was dissolved on
November 19 by President
Noor Hassenali. This will be
the sixth national election
since independence in 1962.

When Robinson heard the
result of the poll, conducted
over six weeks, he said the

ulation, put at around 1.2

fon, was beginning to un-
derstand that harsh measures
taken by his government early
in its term were in the best
interest of the Caribbean state.

Rupsa ferry ghat

Sir, With reference to the
letter of Mr Md Abed All on

the above subject published in
The Daily Siar dated December
1, | am pleased to inform you
that a certain degree of traffic
discipline has been created
since the recent visit of the
Prime Minister,

On the western or city side,
traflic pattern has becn ar-
ranged so that rickshaws and
other slow-moving vehicles
have to wait for the ferry on
the left lane and cars, trucks,

| buses and such other mecha-

nised vehicles wait on the
right side lane. A similar, but
less stirictly regulated, ar-
rangement has been made for
the other bank also. But the
question is, whether this is a
cosmelic measure designed for
the visit of the Prime Minister,
or will it remain as a perma-

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
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Robinson came into office
on December 16 1986 with an
overwhelming 33-seat victory
to the PNM's three. The NAR

cul the salaries of public work-
ers by 10 per cent. raised

taxes on phone, water and
clectricity, devalued the Trini-
dad and Tobago dollar (which
now fetches 23 US cents) and
slapped on a 15 per cent value
added tax system.

The austerity moves led to a
sharp fall in party popularity.

This has now been reversed.
The NAR is ahead of the PNM
by nine per cent (NAR 33,
PNM 24), according to the
poll.
Tobago-born lawyer
[Robinson, whose 65th birthday
is also on December 16, said
the findings would give his
party the courage to intensify
its work in the field. But he
added: "I am never carried
away by polls. There is no
room to be complacent.

"l persopally feel my faith in
the people of Trinidad and
Tobago on which | have built
my political life for 35 years
will prove’ to be completely
justified,

"The population is coming
to understand that the mea-
sures we took in the early days
and the policies we continue

in the
ad and

to pursue are definite
best interest of Tri
Tobago.”

Events that have been tak-
ing place all over the world, he
said, "have been.assisting in
bringing that realisation home
to people generally that the
NAR is on the right course, It
is acting in the interest of the
nation and the deserves a
second five-year term in office.

"We stood our ground
through shot and shell and
preserved our country's free-
dom and democracy. We have
built a platform for the future
progress of the nation.”

But Manning is confident
his PNM that led the country
oul of colonialism to indepen-
dence and republican status
will again capture government
after five years in the wilder-
ness.

He said: "I think that
Robinson has made a proper
decision for the first time in a
very long time by setting the
date. We are very happy the
population now has the oppor-
tunity to decide who should
serve the interest ol the peo-
ple of Trinidad and Tobago."

Two earlier opinion polls
suggested the PNM would win.
Panday. however, predicts
victory for the UNC: "The

On the castern bank of the
river, vehicles remain parked
on the kutcha shoulders of the
paved highway, so that vehicles
have no space other than the
paved portion Lo mancuver in.
The congestion of parked ve-
hicles so closc to the paved
portion is because of unautho-
rised construction of shops
and other establishments on
cither side. Some time ago a
notice was published in the lo-
cal newspapers ordering the
owners of these unauthorised
structures to remove them; but
no action has so far been taken

yet.

Most of the travelling public
suggest that all unauthoriscd
construction should be re-
moved from both sides of the
Khulna-Mongla Road from the
ferry ghat up to the petrol
pump; and the entire width of
the space in possession of the
RHD must be paved. Additional

spacc must be acquired for Lthe
construction of bus, microbus
and baby taxi lerminals. Rick-
shaw slands must be desig-
nated as close to the ghat as
possible, and also some utili-
lics such as one or two restau-
rants and other shops for
esscntials must be constructed
as near lo the ghat as possible.
There must also be arrange-
ments for a first-aid station
with twentyfour-hour service
on both banks..

As regards revenue collec-
tion, till lately, the ghat used
to be auctioned or tendered to
the highest bidder. But now-a-
days, the IWTA is collecting
the tolls directly. Rickshaws
and rickshaw-vans are charged
Taka 2.00; private cars Taka
15.00; buses Taka 50.00 and
trucks Taka 75.00. There are
intermediate rates for other
types of vehicles, but there is
no charge for pcdestrians,
although before the IWTA took
over, pedestirians used Lo be
charged 25 paisa whether they
crossed by ferry or spent extra
moncy for crossing the river by
country boat. While most of the
pedestirians cross by ferry,
there are enough customers to
help more than a hundred
boatmen to carn their Hveli-
hood from this ferry ghat.

Normally il costs one Taka to
cross the river by country boat,
and the boats gencrally take
ten passengers; or else, one
can charter a boat for crossing
the river by paying live Takas
provided your party consists of
only one or two people.

Now, almost all the pcople

who cross the river at Rupsa

can aflord to pay Taka 1.00 for
the river crossing: as such, the
IWTA may considcer re-impos-
ing the pedestrian crossing
charge and fix it al the rate of
one Taka per person, with ex-
emptions for children under
twelve. In this manner revenue
tnrningc for the ferry ghat
could enhanced, and the
same may be spent on improv-
ing public [acilitics at the ghat
and maintaining them at a
good slandard.

The metalled road on both
banks of the river do not go as
far as the ghat., There is a
brick-soled rtion between
the end of metalled road
and the place where the ferry
berths. Unlike the Aricha ghat,
Rupsa is a permanent ghat; as
such, some permanent ar-
rangement must be made with
a better standard of soling or
even concreling those por-
tions. In the present situation,
the condition of these un-

cvenly soled portions leads to
scveral accidents every day.

It is hoped that the authori-
ties concerned will take cog-
nizance of the above grievances
for their amelioration.

Anwar Firoze,
Babu Khan Road, Khulna

BARI

Sir. In recent years, the
Bangladesh Agricultural Re-
search Institute (BARI) has
made significant contributions
in the field of agricultural
resecarch and development. So
far BARI has released several
high yielding varieties of crops
and designed and developed a
number of agricultural imple-
ments and practices.

Recently, BARI has evolved
an HYV of lentil pulse named
‘Utfala' which received certifi-
cation of the National Seed
Board on June 5 last for releas-
ing all over the country. This
pulse variety is early-ripen
and its production is 20-2
per cent higher than any other
exis varieties.

Under the cooperation of
the International Jute Organi-
sation (IJO), BARI has
innovated an improved 'Bari-
O seed-sowing machine’.
chan the dispersion pllz
seeds of rice, wheat, mustard

elections are wide open and
our chances are as good as
anyone else's. We are confident
of winning a majority of

The NAR is to get the
shock of its .

UNC, which the poll eredited
with 12 per cent support,
would hold "the balance of
power” in Parliament. He said:
"The election is about honesty

and accountability.”

{about 150,000 . Soar-
ing food prices. lack of basic
drugs in hospitals, hunger and
poverty, drug and
what opposition politicians call
the "mismanagement of the
country’'s economy since the
NAR took office almost five
years ago."
Apart from the three main
arties, the NAR, PNM. and
UNC, minority groups such
as the National Joint Action
Committee (NJAC), the Mowe-
ment for Social Translorma-

ion (MOTION), and several
ormer MPs who have quite

their parties and run as
independents, will be

contesting.
More than 800,000 are

eligible to vote. It is expected

150 candidates will be nomji- .

nated to fight for the 36
— GEMINI

LINDSAY MACKOON, a
Jormer night editor of the
Trinidad Express, is a widely-
travelled Caribbean journalist
currently based in Port of

Spain

‘and all pulses can be sown in

rows with the help of this new
machine.

Besides research,
also offering training to s
cultural scientists and
professionals.

M. Zahidul Haque

Assistant sor,
Bangladesh
Institute,

MRT : An
appreciation

Sir, M thanks to "The
Daily Star” presenting ver-
batim report on important
economic {ssues throu
Media Round Table (M
which was held on Nove
19. .

The Daily Star has

successfully that modern 4

r
nalism fs not only confined
within reporting and editing
but it has large responsibility
towards national progress. Our
national economic trends and

issues were minutely analyzed
in that MRT. Also thanks to

The Daily Star that it has hus-
banded such kind of rich
discussions by a galaxy of
speakers.

Rathan M. Chowdhury

East Hazipara Dhaka
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