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Democracy in Thailand

Thal army, it be a case of winning
losing a war, After months of intensive
., popular demonstrations and pro-democ-
racy writing in the media, Thailand's National
a constitution that gives

the country's lltrorzmhthe

of the mment. Since the cross section
mmmﬂnﬂuﬁ%ﬂmtgem

— at one stage, some 50, people

gathered at a rally — appear to have accepted the

by the Assembly without much of a

protest, the army may well have won the battle.

However, the fact remains that the simmering
discontent in Thailand against the army's
manipulative role against democracy is unlikely to
subside. Instead of winning the trust of the
people, the army may well raised the level of

unspoken hostility with the people, thus losing
the war

The most controversial provision in the consti-
tution relates to the composition and the role of
the 270-member Senate. All appointed by the
military junta, these senators can vote on a confi-
dence motion, together with 360 elected mem-
bers of the lower house. This means that if all se-
nators vote as one and gain the support of no
more than 46 elected MPs, they can bring down a
government. As pro-democracy forces in Bangkok
say, this provision placing the Senate in the posi-
tion of a custodian of the elected government
makes a mockery of democracy.

One reason why a cross section of people have
made no strong protest, but vowed to fight
against the constitution in the general election,
now due to be held in March, is because the junta
has agreed to remove a number of other blatantly
undemocratic provisions which were incorpo-
rated in the earlier draft. One such provision gave
the Senate the power to approve or disapprove
the national budget. In this sense, the junta may
well have developed a compromising mood. Some

now assume that the army has hinted
that the Senate would not play a direct role in

down an elected government. However,
few Thais would take such a hint which is any-
thing but a firm commitment at its face value.

Whatever opposition forces may now say about
changing the constitution after the March elec-
tion — it s hardly clear how this will be done —
the fact remains that the responsibility for
putting the country firmly on the road to democ-
racy lies with political parties. As long as these
parties indulge in in-fighting, horse trading,
rampant corruption and operate without well-de-
fined programmes, the army will always have the
excuse — or a valid reason, as some say — for
stepping in, as the junta would claim, to clear the
mess. Many of the coups staged by the army since
the abolition of the absolute monarchy in 1937
were based on this rationale. This does not mean
that a revitalisation of the political process, a
process that provides the new generation of
Thais a place in the mainstream, would be un-

grudgingly accepted by the army. However, this is
the only way out for a country which is yet to

show that its undoubted economic progress and
its elusive democracy should go together.
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Of Dacoities and Piracies

There were recently a number of confusing re-
ports in the press about the possible culprits of
the frequent cases of piracy in the Bay of Bengal.
There wasn't any confusion, however, about the
fact of the horrific incidents most of which fea-
tured killing by throwing overboard poor fisher-
men from trawlers and fishing boats. The fre-
quency of such piracy could very well suggest that
organised eflorts are behind these with the aim of
terrorising Bangladeshi marine fishing enter-
prises of the Bay. But that is a case to be estab-
lished and resisted with full state-power. Before
that is done, one can be certain that Bangladesh's
own sea is far from secure for the Bangladeshis
themselves and that the Bangladesh Government
is failing to make the Bay a fair ground abiding by
sea laws, not to speak of making it into the
proverbial lake of the Bengalees which it indeed
is In so many physical and historical senses.

In a land not unfamiliar with river piracy and
its gruesome concomitants, the sea piracy re-
ports apparently have failed to move hearts and
evoke state response serious enough to inhibit
the incidence of such piracies. Waterways are far
from secured against persons bent on making a
quick taka. It is indeed a very formidable task to
make seas and rivers safe for lawful .using,
specially for nations with unenviable coffers of
money. And it cannot be said that the government
is doing all of whatever little it can do in the

matter of making the sea and our rivers safe from
human ns.

That is a suspicion that creeps inexorably into
the mind when one looks at the robbcry-rlzlated
situation of the roads. It should be supremely
wﬁhmthemmudthcgmmwnttnmk:th:
dacoity. yet, as one national
dnuyrtpom.ﬂumhasbemuman}-aumdn-
trucks and buses in the last
; is totally undcceptable for
anyone thinking he is living in a civilised society.

Why can't there be in a developing socie
specially harsh punishments for crimes that te
upon not so much on the person of a man or
woman but on the economy by which the whole

in the now so-called developed

. This can be the starting point for a whole

serious and integrated measures tar-

contain and eliminate dacoities and

mﬂu on moving vehicles and vessels—the life-
‘of the nation's economy.

Let us hope our counsel works.
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new world order.

The extent of US domina-
tion of the UN system was
scen in Se when the
head of the team inspecting
Iraq's nuclear ity. David
Kay, faxed his team's fi
not to the International Atomic
Energy Agency's headquarters
in Vienna, nor to the UN in
New York. but to the US State
Department in Washington.

The Gulf crisis brought the
role of the UN in solving world

ONOLULU, Hawaii —

Nuclear weapons are

being phased out by

the Bush proposal. There are

some reasons to celebrate.
These are dreadful weapons.

But they are also, militarily

speaking, unsuitable weapons

and that — rather than their

morally dubious quality — is

probably the major reason why
they are being phased out.

Nuclear weapons are dan-
gerous to the sender, not only
to the recetver, because of
secon radioactivity carried
through air and water currents
and ultimately through the
food chain, to say nothing of
the effects of possible nuclear
winter.

In the military sense, they
destroy too much to be politi-
cally useful. And the method of
delivery — missiles launched
from land, sea. or air — is far
too show : 10-30 minutes for
regional and global "theaters”
— giving the other side time to
retaliate.

A gun that destroys the
whole house and its valuables
when the goal to kill only the
owner — and only after giving
him sufficient time to shoot

'back — is not a good gun.

It is not surprising, there-
fore, that the nuclear
want to rid themselves of this
major intellectual and political
mistake.

What will come in the place
of nuclear weapons? There are
at least two ways of answering

by Daya Kishan Thussu

The suggestion for a peace force in Yugoslavia again puts the spotlight on the United
Nations. In the Gulf crisis the UN was seen as finally coming of age. But many in the
ing countries fear that the US, which dominates the Security Council, seeks to

develop
hijack the UN to promote its own version of a new world order. The Security Council struc-

ture

needs reexamining if the UN is to function more democratically.

problems into International fo-
cus. Diplomats. especially in
the West. congratulated them-

seives on the level of Interna-
tional solidarity lna';
invasion of Kuwait. Some in

The UN Security Council

® Council has 15 members—5 permanent. Functions

continuously. Decisions binding on all UN members.

order

D' Ivoire

Cuba

Ecuador

India

® 10 elected members serve for two-year terms

@ Decisions on important questions need 9 Yes votes,
but any permanent member can veto decision.
Procedural matters also need 9 Yes votes. Mﬁ

Third World were alarmed by
the power of the US to set the
international agenda.
UN Secretary-Genera
Javier Perez de Cuellar
called the war a US ra
than a UN action. If it had been
a genuine UN operation, the
other 130 UN members out-
side the “coalition foreces.”
should have contributed. how-
ever modestly, to the war ef-
fort
the prominent UN
Council did not meet
in the first four weeks of the
coalition bombing of Iraq —
among the most intensive in

tence. And was the UN
General Assemb not con-
vened? Could it have been be-
cause the Non- coun-
trics have a there?
Critics of US policy

is concerned. In its 45-year
existence the UN has been
used more often than not as a
ool for Western — read US —

years cannot be blamed en-
tirely on Cold War divisions. An
overwhelming majority of the
UN Security Council resolu-
tions were vetoed by the US
and Britain. Most had little or
nothing to do with the Cold

in addition. American in-
transigence towards [LO,
UNESCO, International Court
of Justice and WHO has
undermine the UN system.

Together with fts client
used the UN to justify military
interference in Vietnam,
Grenada, Libya, Panama and
covert subversion in lran, Le-
banon, Guatemala. El Salvador,
Nicaragua. Angola and Mozam-
bique

“'i_th the UN under the

spotlight, many analysts are
beginning to question perma-
nent on the UN

China have the power of veto.
Unttl 1971, one-fifth of the
world's population living in
Communist China was not even
represented in the UN. while
so-called nationalist China

(Taiwan) was a permanent
member of the Security
Council

Nearly 50 years later, with
the unification of Germany and

end of the Cold War, the post-
war era has finally ended. Why
should the entire continents of
Africa and Latin America be
excluded from being perma-
nently represented?

t about Japan (world's

Disarmament : New Ar;ns, New Wars

The phase-out of nuclear arms clears space for even more devastating weapons, asserts
Norwegian disarmament expert Johan Galtung, who enumerates the varied possibilities
that arms manufacturers may explore in coming years and in what situations these
weapons might be used.

that question — looking at the
speculation of arms in the

or what kind of
future wars are likely.

If we proceed in the arma-
ments alphabet beyond A
(atomic, meaning nuclear), B
(biological) and C (chemical

weapons), we come to D
(directed energy weapons, also
known as generation nu-

clear), E (environmental), F
(fuel air explosives), G (genetic
manipulation), L (laser beams
and pulses), M (micro waves),
P (particle beams and pulses),

R (radfological), S (solar power
E:tcnmi — just to mention a

To stop this kind of devel-
opment, very strong peace
movements and/or peace poli-
cies would be ,needed, and
they are not vistble right now
— probably because these
weapons, unlike the nuclear
weapons being phased out, are
not seen as a clear and imme-
diate danger. The research and
development of these and
other weapon systems will

their won inertia and through
a lack of publc interest.

These are macro-war
weapons capable of
incapacitating millions,
typically meant for wars
between superpowers (except
that fuel air explosives can also
be used in conflicts like the
Gulf War). People may feel
there is no danger, as there is
only one superpower right
now, the United States.

But they are forgetting the
way Japan and the European
Community are shaping up as
global powers and the way
Russia, China and India are
aspiring to the status of re-
gional powers.

Then there are the meso-
wars, the middle-range wars
between more ordinary coun-
tries, like the Iran-Iraq war, in
which weapons like tanks and
planes are still used. Eastern
Europe and the Soviet Union
notwithstanding, these wars
are not also being phased out.

Major conflicts are occur-
ring within countries, with the
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters

address.
Economy

Sir, This refers to the letter
of L. Lestourgeon under the
caption 'Daughters of Dark-
ness' and the opinion of Hu-
bert Frances Sarker under the
Caption 'Exodus, Influx, Mis-
ery’ published on Nov. 29 issue
of The Daily Star. It is a co-in-
cidence that both the letters
dealt with a common subject,
i.e. country's economic situa-
tion in one way or the other.

During his tenure of office
the Acting President, Justice
Shahab in Ahmed, consti-
tuted 29 task forces to make
enquiry and submit their re-
port on different aspects of
national problems. One of such
committees was constituted to
find out the bottlenecks in the
way of self-reliance of our
economy. Mr. Shafliuddin
Sarker, President, Institute of
Diploma Engineers (IDE) was
one ol the members of that
committee. He tried to find
out the bottlenecks in his own
way and compiled his findings
in a separate report. The re-
port was not inco ted in
the final report submitted to
the Acting President.

In his report Mr. Sarker
tried to show some of the
wastages in the process of
establishing heavy industry in
the country. He cited a few
cases of extravacancy and
wastages. According to him Zia
Fertilizer Factory's inftial cost
Taka 68 crore but it was

at the cost of Taka
1 crore. So is the case of
Chittagong Urea Fertilizer Fac-
tory estimated cost of which

are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

was 630 crores but on com-
pletion the expenditure stood
at Taka 1650 crore.

Mr. Sarker discarded the
conventional theory of tackling
the unemployment problem by
sctiing up heavy industries in
the country. He cited two ex-
amples: (1) Tongi Sword Blade
Factory, established at a cost of
Taka 24 crores, employed only
126 persons. Cost of per head
employment came to Taka
19,04,764/- (2) Chittagong
Urea Fertilizer Factory, estab-
lished at a cost of Taka 1650,

‘employed only 1150 persons.-

Per head employment cost
came to Taka 1.5 crore. Then
he posed a question : if per
head :mlﬂoymcnt cost ranges
from 20 lacs to 1.5 crore then
how much money do we need
to create employment oppor-
tunity for 1.75 crore unem-
ployed persons and whether
such capital intensive industry
are economically feasible and
viable for a poor country like
Bangladesh?

Mr. Sarker suggested for
establishing cottage industry
or labour intenstve industry in
the villages in place of capital
intensive industry so that the
cost of employment per head
may come down to Taka
10,000/ - or thereabout.

Next he put emphasis on
completion of our projects at
the original estimated cost. He
posed a ‘guestion to our plan-
ners: why in spite of the fact
that we have received aid in
of cash and kind three
bigger than that of the
tﬁﬂﬂlﬂj’ (which also,

terms
times
West

after Second World War,

by Mr. Sarker would

received aid and lecans for its
economic rehabilitation), still
we are the poorest of all the
nations? He then answered: we

have not properly ultilized the

aid, grants and loan. We have
not competed our projects
with the loan, grants and aid
given for the purposes.

Mr. Sarker put emphasis
upon education sand came to
the conclusion that only educa-
tion could help this nation to
servive and eliminate poverty.
He suggested that, we must
educate our future generation
in our mother tongue keeping
English as an associated lan-
guage. To check wastage and
dropouts at different levels he
further suggested for one
channel education system.

| think the report preparcd

Ee given
due consideration by the au-
thority concerned to derive a
real picture of our country.

M. Saleem Ullah,
Advocate,
Motijheel C/A, Dhaka

State of affairs

Sir, The present state of
democracy is rather disap-
pointing. The political parties
are themselves violating the
universal codes of democracy

. In my opinion, there is unljr.

one way to overcome the pre-
sent undesired situation, that
is, we must learn to speak, ac-
and implement truth, ab-
solute truth. Our esteemed po-
litical leaders should boldly
undertake a crash programme
to educate their party workers
to speak truth and to act
tru T
Unfortunately, in my obser-
vation, we are rapidly losing
our originality .J moving to-
wards lelf*bdutructlun-
M. Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor

Bangladesh Agﬂi. College,
Dhalan,

military used for coups and
counter-coups. With modern
weapons, such wars cost too
much in life, property, time,
money and, of course,
weapons. Quick wars are de-
manded wars without protest
movements.

Then we come to the mi-
cro-wars. The warrifors are
often terrorists and torturers,
as we have seen in so many
Third World countries in what
is called "low intensity con-
flict”. The weapons are primi-
tive but can easily become
more sophisticated, like those
used in somec R Army
Faction (RAF) kilfings in

OPINION
Of Patients and Hospitals

This is not exactly all about
my wife aged 48, suffering
from chronic renal failure and
fighting for her life in PG
Hospital.

She lost a kidney in 1977 in
an operation while remo
stones formed in. She
however been pulling on well
with only one kidney for fif-
teen years. But then she,
developed hypertension and
due to its severity she suffered
stroke twice, paralysing her
right limbs and causing facial
paralysis with the loss of voice.
Now, in the month of June
1991 she again fell very seri-
ously sick with kidney prob-
lems and month later, was re-
moved from Chittagong
Medical College Hospital to PG
Hospital, this highest seat of
research and largest centre for
health care in the eountry.

Thank God, the patient was
paid fullest attention by the
learned physicians. The situa-
tion was brought under their
control. They conducted IPD
four times to bring her in line
with Haemo Dialysis system
which is the only method to
keep a patient of chronic renal
failure alive.

But sadly, during this pro-
cess after fistula operation, the
patients had to pay a very high
premium due to what [ feel
compelled to say — sheer neg-
ligence of doctors and nurses
on duty. Let me skip it over as
it reminds us of the saddest
hazard. | shall only hope that it
would not happen to any one
else in any hospital.

Kidney wards (both male
and female) are the living
samples of hell-full of insects,
cockroaches and filth every-
where. Toilets, attached to,
always remain unclean and
stinky. So is the behaviour of
nmrern and ‘'ayas’. Doctors
hardly care for hygiene and
environment; they simply en-
ter into the ward, shout at pa-
tients and their attendants, if
any around; whereas unclean
toilets, according to Prof
Haroconur Rashid, are main
causes of urinary infections
and kidney problems.

Visitors, without any re-
striction, are allowed to sit and
gossip in the female wards till
late night thus causing obvious
sufferings to the patients re-

Germany, and in the torture
techniques in which physi-
clans play a major role.

But most important is the
macro-micro combination hit-
ting the rebellious country or
the country supposedly sup-

rting or hiding terrorism
rom above, with precision

ided weapons of any kind.
rom the DFLP and S varieties
mentioned above, to the
“smart” bombs of Gulf War
fame. :

There is no need for the
arms to be nuclear. in fact that
would be counter-productive.
which explains why
Washington is willing to forgo

qﬂiﬂng rest, relaxation and
sleep. Security as well as ad-
ministration seem to be no-
body's function at the hospital.

We all know that AIDS and
cancer patients are sure to die
to-day, tomorrow or a day
after. So is a kidney patient. As
Professor Motiur Rahman said,
"There is no treatment to
renal failure. Transplantation
too s not a guarantee for cure;
dialysis is no remedy. it only
aims at keeping a patient alive
for the time being.”

Despite above facts, kidney
patients, and for that matter
any patient fighting for life,
counting days helplessly lying
on hospital beds, are inhu-
manly treated and roughly
handled by doctors, nurses and
even sweepers, who are paid
by the poor tax-payers. With
the exception of a microscopic
few doctors and nurses, many
of them seemingly are not
aware of their solemn pledge
and commitment to the pro-
fession and the nation. As a
keen observer and regular visi-
tor to the wards, [ can not for-
get strange behaviour of some
doctors and specially of some
nurses who are, | regret to say,
open disgrace to this noble
profession,

What surprises me most {s
that similar treatment is
meted out to patients' atten-
dants and quardians—may be a
husband, parents or children
of the patient. | visited many
countries in the world and
never came across such a
strange inhuman treatment
anywhere either to the pa
tients or to their atten-
dants /visitors.

This country is no-more
under a colonial rule, neither
it is governed by an autocratic
regime. Bangladesh is now
purely a democratic country
with a democratically elected
government in r. It is
therefore cxpecmﬁ;:t all ac-
tions of the public servants
must aim at welfare of and
mnd-:rlnf good to the people.
So | avail myself of an opportu-
nity to request the n'ble
Health Minister to regenerate
his Ministry, reorganise it in
the light of democratic prac-
tice and ask the officials to

regularly visit hospitals for a
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Time to Change the Seats at the United Nations

creditor nation). and
(Europe’s
power)? The
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DAYA KISHAN THUSSU, an

Indian journalist and re-

ta is another matter. The
Gulf War still looks ltke an ef-
fort to cure a toothache by
means of a sledge-hammer,
maiming the patient while
leaving the rotten tooth in
place. A military fatlure, tn
other words.

From an arms merchant's
point of view these are the
weapons of the future. Rockets
are now being sold at the arms
bazaars in Miami. With at least
130 nations struggling for
sovereignty in the second wave
of decolonisation — the first
wave was against Western
colonjalism — there will be
more willing b for these
weapons than sellers.

The conclusion : there s no
alternative to creative conflict
resojution as long as disarma-
ment only clears space for

even worse arms, and arms

embargoes only stimulate local

_production. — [PS

routine check inside and out-
side and also replenish con-
stant supplies of medicines
and other essential items. It
may be pertinently mentioned
here that a patient has to buy
everything, all medicines and
necessary items right from
cotton to dialysing sets etc.
Now, to my utter astonish-
ment | have heard a funny
story about an indent placed to
WHO for the import of water
treatment plant for
Haemodialysis centre at the PG
Hospital. The plant is shipped
alright and consignment
received, of course, without
the water tank. So the entire
purpose is defeated and the
plant could not be com-
missioned. Patients requirin
dialysis twice a week are
shuttling from PG to CMH and
CMH to a commercially oper-
ated clinic. Who is responsible
for this and what punishment

+should be prescribed for this

oflence ?

hl’-“.lnllty, oh, ﬂ:::y beloved
Chittagong | — city,
which gives birth td Lmurgl
of wealthy sons every minute —
she has a Medical College
Hospital which lacks in mod-
ern and essential facilities in-
cluding Haemo-Dialysis. No
patient cam afford going to
Dhaka twice a week for dialy-
sis, what to speak of Caleutta,
Bangkok or Valore. This is
neither practically ble nor
econgmically feasible.

Let me disclose an interest-
ing information : there are two
Haemo- machines
idle at CMCH for reasons t
known to the authort-
ties. It will be highly appreci-
ated if they kindly explain rea-
sons behind keeping these two
machines idle through press
for the information of the suf-
fering public. Simultaneously
my heart goes out in an instant
search of those lucky sons of
our sotl who possess enormous
wealth by the grace of God.

Can't they do a favour to the

suffe hu -
i b vy b vt
Medical College Hospital, or at

putting those two
sis machines on

least
Haemo -

commission 7

Fazlul Hoque,
College Road, Chittage
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