hu-hlndnndhi- colleagues
ut the 15 years of
their life together.

Tehmina Durrani achteved a
political status of her own
when she campaigned Vﬁ_
ously for the release of
husband who was Incarcerated
in jail

youngest sister
{considered an "incestuous”
relationship in Islam), started
when she was barely in her
teens. This mntudly

to be the
straw which broke um:l‘l
back when the relationship
was rejuvenated after a long
, during which her sister
married and become the

mother of two kids.
However, on a deeper level,
one can view the book as a
catharsis of a once passionate

My Feudal Lord: By Tehmina Durrani: 1991, First Published in

Pakistan by Tehmina Durrani: 61—C, Gulberg 111, Lahore.
Prasted at Intikhab 1 Jadeed Press. Abbot Road, Lahore,

Review by Nancy Wong
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Portrait of Tehmina Durrani on the hnck cover uf the book.

and loving relationship which

carcened wildly off the tracks
because of the highly unpre-
dictable and brutal behaviour of
the protagonist. Mustafar Khar.

Tehmina Durrani had early

mpses of the violent side of
her husband when she ltved as
his second wife in Pakistan —
from accounts related to her
by his sixth wife. At that time
all three (‘menage 'a trois’)
were living under the same
roof. Though in the first blush
of romance. she tended to dis-

believe the "tales” of a woman
scorned. However. she [ound
hersell facing the same brutal-
ity when she was hesitant in
giving intimate details of her
first marriage. She was beaten
blue and black. her face was
"contorted”, her "eyes had dis-
appeared deep into huge pur-
r: patches” and "a capillary

d burst in her eye". This
kind of savagery persisted
throughout their married life.
More often than not, it would
be followed by contrition and

dark clouds would evaporatc
the sun come out ~ until
next outburst of uncontrol-
lable temper and its inevitable
violence.

Tehmina Durrani
hushand three times with
intention of divorel
hﬁn h fourth

k
L
§5

rudumd this physical and
mental torture for fifteen
years? The answer lies in the
subcontinent’'s (and indeed

The author came from a family
of considerable means and
standing in society, which
looked on divorce as the ult-
mate disgrace for a woman and
to whom "appearance” mal-
tered above every other con-
sideration — even though it
mean! their daughter being
battercd half to death!

In her inexperience and
exuberance of youth, she had
fallen victim to the charms of a
much practised older
Cassanova and had divorced
her young husband to become
Mustafar Khar's seventh wife.
This aroused her parents’ ire
as they considered it a slur on
the family honour. Hence
Tehmina Durrani was entirely
on her own and could expect
no support from them when
she found herself in the throes
of a tormented marriage. In
writing this explicitly candid
book (which reads in parts like
a Gothic novel) the author has
courageously torn the veil of
societal hypocrisy and revealed
the rich, feudal class with all
its warts and their vast dis-
crepancies between words and
action. She hersell had been

abject grovelling. Hence, the trapped in this web of lies and

Film Mogul Puts
$ 200m Price on
Bond’s Head

AMES BOND, along with the
movies based on his extra-

ordinarily long career with the British
secret service, 15 up for sale.

Albert “Cubby” Broccoli, the 81-
year-old film producer who made 007
a household name more than 25 years
ago. is selling Danjaq. the Swiss
holding company that owns the rights
to the lan Fleming stones. He
putting a price of more than $200m on
007's head; but some in the film
industry .doubt if Bond 1s worth that

Several British are be-
heved to be interested in the sale,

which s being handled by Lazard

‘Bond movies are the
sort that Hollywood stu-
dios live for. It has been
one of the most success-
ful series in the history of
the business and there is
no suggestion that the
Bond franchise is going
to go away.’

Freres, the Wall Street brokers. “We

m':uugmnutrmnmhemf
different areas,” said Saul Cooper.

lrmhtwkum “There is quite
M}rmﬁmﬂmgmn
panies.”

Broceoli, who used to live in
Mayfair when the Bond films were
made at Pinewood, would welcome a
British owner for Bond. “hpmpcy
Mﬂnuhhuycrwﬁuldhc

puntiou 10 nurture the Iilvund
‘material,” said Cooper.

On one financial assessment, each

of the 16 Bond films is worth about

$10m. But ome semior Hollywood
executive doubted if the Bond cata-

financial consultants, said: *Bond
movies are the sort that Hellywood
studios hive for. It has been one of the
most successful series in the history of
the business and there i1s no sugges-
non that the Bond franchise i1s going
0 go away.”

Others. however, think Bond may

be past his sell-by date. Jack
Mathews, film editor of the Los
Angeles Times, said: “Bond has pe-

25 years ago.

Outside the Amencan market,
however, Bond hims remain big busi-
NESS.

Since the first Bond film, Dr.
No, which co-starred Ursula Andress,

box office receipts worldwide have |

totalled $1.03 billion. But waning
Amencan appeal 1s bound to be
reflected in the sale price.

to less suave heroes.

tered out, or is petering out. The
James Bond crowd is now older and
the innuendoes and double entendres
which were once the hallmark of the
Bond movies are no longer sllmulat-
ing. Bond isn’t naughty any more.”

In an attempt to drag Bond into the
1990s to te with movies such as
Die Hard, Lethal Weapon and this
summer's blockbuster. Total Recall,
Broccoli has fired John Gilen, the
director of the last five Bond films,
and dismissed- Richard Maibaum. a
writer who has worked on 13 Bond
films.

Bond films are no longer blockbus-
ters in America and the current Bond.
Dalton, whﬂ starred in last

=

The emergence of video and multi-
channel television, however, has
made the Bond library a valuable
commaodity.,

ITV recently paid in the
region of £5m for British terrestrial
television rights to 15 of the 16 Bond
films, destined for peak-time Satur- |
day evening viewing this autumn.

Any new Bond films will still have
to be made by Eon, the production
company Broccoli has handed over to
his family.

The new owner must
honour an existing deal with the

MGM/UA studio, which has the right

to distribute the Bond films until the
year 2002. -

It also has the

gncany forthcoming

had managed for many years 1o

put on a convincing act for
Mustafar Khar's political sup-
poriers of a stable marriage.
How little did they know of the
incessant turbulence behind
the calm, respectable (acade!
Yet. Anally, the human spirit
could endure no more and no
longer — after Mustafar Khar
strip her ofl everything
which maticred in ltfe. Then
did Tehmina Durrani chroni-
cled her trials and tribulations
of iife with a feudal lord?

Besides their personal life
the author also writes vividly
on Mustalar Khar's multifarious
political activities — giving
credit to his mass appeal and
sharp instincts as well as ex-
posing the many times he
turned coat to suit his own
ambitions. His political career
really took off because of his
close association with Zulfiqur
Ali Bhutto at the time when
the latter was at the pinnacle
of power. However, for various
reasons, the two politiclans
(who were once thick as
thieves) fell out and Mustafar
Khar first joined the Muslim
League and later, the National
People's Party.

The most exciting and [ul-
filling time of their life to-

first option
077 features.—
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From Page 9
by the ministry of ctvil aviation
due to the eight-month

grounding was not all that bad
either. because it loses more,

at current prices, by flying the
damn things anyway.

And now the human factor,
which 18 where we came in.

Who is afraid of ATP?

Things are apparently
changing here. None of the
large number of passengers
travelling on Biman's two ATPs
has been known to demand a
parachute or take out an extra
life insurance policy before
boarding the plane. Now,
that's confidence for you. We
are, after all, talk about a
plane that's been called every
name under the sun, and sub-
jected to enough flak to shoot
down the entire Royal Air
Force three times over.

But what is it really like fly-
ing in an ATP?

Well, it certainly isn't any-
thing like cruising in a Boeing
747 Jumbo jet, which gives
the passenger enough leg and
elbow room to play golf in: nei-
ther does the 300mph ATP
make you feel as if you are sit-
ting in a high-luxury movie
hall. as the 550mph Jumbo
does. But then. one cannot re-
ally expect to find the pleasure
of driving a Rolls Royce at the
price of a Volkswagen Beetle!

The pilots seem happy with
the plane. Spending a few
minutes on the cockpit of an
ATP flying from Dhaka to Cox's
Bazaar recently was just as re-
laxing and enjoyable as any--
thing else. This is important,
because if the pilot feels at
ease with the machine in his
command, then others need
not worry. After all, like the
captain of an ocean-going ship,
the pflot of a plane knows
what's best for his crew and
passengers. It's not only his
authority, it is also his respon-
sibility.

Biman's strong point, in the
absence of such international
glamour as one associates with
Air France, Lufthansa, British
Airways or Singapore Airlines,
is the human element. It was
particularly reassuring to see
that the service given by the
aircrew and hostesses was at a
level one would e¢xpect on in-
ternational routes.

Considering the harassment
and trouble a Bangladeshi has
to endure when dealing with
government departments and

| agencies, one would have been

forgiven for expecting the
same [rom the Biman stall in
an internal route.

But net Biman's hostesses.
Whatever problems the corpo-
ration may have in its ground-
station management, those
don't exist in the air.

And judging by the ATP's

smooth take-ofl, landing and
flying performance, these two
new planes are most unlikely
to affect service. Naturally, the
smoothness of flights will vary
according to pilot skill and
weather conditions, but so
long as the pilot has confi-
dence in the machine at his
disposal. passengers can busy
themselves with the scenery
below.

Capt. Liaquat, the pilot. who
scemped only too pleased to
have a passenger join him in
the cockpit as the plane
cruised at 10,000ft on autopi-
lot, did not try to beat any
propaganda drum on behalf of
the ATP. He regretted all the
bad publicity, because it had
given an unjustifiably r
name to what is essentially a
good aircraft.

For a passenger, the chance
to have a chat with the captain
in the cockpit is always a thrill
This is something virtually
guaranteed on major airlines
flying international routes. as
the crew are only too cager to
explain to curious passengers

. how the plane worked and

what all the instruments and
indicators did.

Most crews are. of course,
more fond of children than
grown-ups, since they are
more inquisitive and more in-
cisive with their questions.
and also because explaining

growing poli
invoiving hersel

oning his release.

in champt-
Tehmina

scination with helptng Lo
chart the people's destiny
however is given short reign,
for as soon as Mustafar Khar is
released from jail. she is
unceremontously shunted into
the background and all her
hard work in

the masses, obliviously forgot-
len.

Being married to Mustalar
Khar gave Tehmina Durrani
access to Pakistan’'s political
scene, one aspect of which was
the varied activities of the po-
litical exiles and their plans.
She writes incisively of the
role played by the a in
Pakistani politics and her
band's hand in to mini-
mize it my joining forces with
firstly, Indira Gandhi and after
her assassination., Rajiv. The

was to crush I'n.mll
jate the army by it in
a war. This was the
scenario around 1980 how
the entire plan disintegrated
makes [ascinating reading

There was also the move-
ment to dislodge Zia-ul-Haque

as well as the
instigation of some young
Turks in the army to mount a
coup. As we know, these came
to naught, but it is {
to learn why and how the

Byzantine hl:rr'lnlh of Pakistani
politics winds its way,

Not only is "My Feudal Lord"
a damning indictment of most
aspects of feudalism and its at-
tendant evils of macho

su and female subjuga

Who's Afraid of the ATP ?

such things 1o kids carries an
educational value. But the
Biman flight's captain's ready-
ness o invite a grown-up into
the cockpit during such a
short flight possibly means this
“service mentality” is well es-
tablished among Biman crcews.

Amid all that, the much-
feared noise and vibration fac-
tors seemed quite lost. Sitting
right next the starboard wing,
with the propeller whinning
away, one could have expected
to faint within minutes. But
the noise turned out to be
quite bearable. One gets used
to it by the time the plane fin-
ishes climbing to its cruising
height, just as one gets used o
the gentler whine of a jet
engine.

The seats were narrow, as
one would surely expect on a
short-haul plane, but the leg
room was spacious enough to
allow passengers to dump
their jumbo-sized hand lug-
gages under their scats and
still not feel cramped. Of
course, Biman could always re-
duce the number of seats and
make more room. But then,
how would the passengers like

to pay three times more than
the current fare?

And the vibrations? What
vibrations? Oh.that vibration!

It's there alright, but you really
have to look for it.
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The Interdicted
Nazrul

Nishiddha Nazrul O Annyannya Prosanga, a volume of cssays
on Poct Nazrul Islam, by Titash Chowdhury.

An Appreciation by Khurshedul Islam

visions, right perspectives and  Milion. Gecthe, Shelley, Keats,
a most o© power of Henry Miller, D. 1. Lawrence,
thinking. But what s Boris Pasternak,

imperative for him is (o Pablo Neruda, ete. A fow of
possess an ingenuity in ex- Nazruls that received the

ysis and a tion, and forfciture in their fate rank
above all to an ability toe among them to our
reach the closest proximity of = and 10 the loving traditions of

‘Ebong Nishiddha Nazrul O dhury has nto intense
Annyannya Prosanga’ (and the focus the depth and spirit of
interdicted Nazrul and other the subjeci-maiters, given
topics), a neat volume of essays comprehensive treatment o
by each of the sclected arcas of

Nazrul's Thoughts and

tion; it is also an enlightening
political diary of an "insider”.

above idecas run across my
mind.

The anthology contains,
besides the short ones culled
in the appendix, fourteen
principle articles. Althou

exposilory and analytical

nature, are with a
personal style creative
prose.

The assays cover a varicty of
themes relating to the life and

work of Nazrul Islam. They
comprise the poet's early writ-
ings, the
by him, his term with the
‘Shanibarer Chitth' — a ltrl.'ry
jhuumnl his imprisonment and
unger, non-communalism in
him, his meet wilh
Pabindranath, the equity and
similarity between him and
Madhusudan, the use of tradi-
tions by himsell and
Jasimuddin, he as seen by
Pabindranath, the siudy of
science by him, his sojourn at

Daulatpur and his becoming an
interdicted nage.
Nazrul | has gone down

into the history of world litera-
ture as a r:hcl poet. In the

British dominated India he was
censurcd, outlawed and im-

prisoned for his incinerating
writings in both prosc and po-
etry that aimed at breaking
loose the shackles of incarcer-
ation. in which the colonial
rulers had put the people of
this sub-continent. Titash
Chowdhury has admirable as-
sayed to throw light more on
this aspect of Nazrul's identity
as a rcbel. |

While dwelling upon this
trait, the writer has alluded to
a number of masterpieccs

KS

temperament and driven home
to his readers both the acres
and contours ol the chosen
grounds. lle has provided
them too with back -
nding (o the items of his
Murn-rﬂﬂl-hnﬂhd
a domain of truth

nding about an
wﬂro*
ﬂrymkhdlso&“m
tion of the downtrodden in our
part of the world in this cen-
tury. '

The contents of this book
nol only provoke thoughts in
the readers but alse present
their author o them as both a
critic and cultist of Kazi Nazrul

Islam. Titash Chowdhury's ex-
pcricnee as a pursuer of Nazrul
studics as well as his na-

tive insight about literary criti-
cism has found an apt reflce-
tion in the volume.

In fine, 1 should vouchsale
to say that, through this an-
thology of his essays, Titash
Chowdhury has worked as a
genuine promoter of Nazrul
studies with great human
touch and human interest. But
the little of the book for Lhe
word 'Ebong’ in the be
scems to have betrayced a sc-
cret temptation of the author's
mind to startle his readers -
with a stunt.

The tri-colour cover-design
by artist Hashem Khan is at-
tractive, and has added valuc
and significance to the publica-
tion.
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Dear Mita,

Your explanation about heat stroke was useful. Where can
we get such practical information easily? It is not always con-
venient to consult a doctor on simple matters. [f you started a
column just on health problems I think it would be appreci-
ated, what do you say to that?

Dear Shahana,

medical

a column.

Dear Mita,

Dear Anonymous,

arately
please

couples.

Dear Mita,

Shahana, Malibagh, Dhaka.

I am not qualified to start a column on health. The expla-
nation on heat stroke was from the doctor in our team. |
agree that il is convenient to get practical advice on simple
problems without having to
somebody more qualified, after reading your letter might start

go to the doctor. Maybe

Recently my husband got a better job offer in Dhaka and
left Chittagong where we had been living for the past 7 years.
Since decent, affordable housing

Jind my husband thinks I should stay in Chittagong with the
children. Tell me is that at all practical? We are

guments about this. Do you think he has some other reason to
want me to stay here? Please advise, how should [ handle this!'

in Dhaka (s impossible to
having big ar-

Anonymous, Chittagong.

Please don't allow unnecessary suspicions to enter your
head, it is very self destructive. Your husband might have a
very valid reason for wanting you to stay in Chittagong.
However | agree that it is not the best solution. Decent afford-
able houses are very difficult to find but the cost of living sep-
might be. much more. Instead of havin
try to tackle this problem together.
and fights often turn into major areas of conflict between

arguments

menits

Why do teenagers always behave in ways that parents don't

like? They oppose us just for the sake of opposing, as if they
have to live up to a certain stereotype. I try very hard to adjust
with my teenage son but it seems nothing makes him happy.

What do you suggest?

Selina, Maghbazar, Dhaka.

Dear Selina,

This is a tough question and one with which all parents
with teenage children have struggled at some point. Generally
this kind of behaviour is a phase which passes as they grow |
older. It is very difficult for pnn:ntn to understand and at the
same time prevent children from acquiring habits that would
ultimately harm them in future. Your only guarantee 3! |
this is to keep on communicating, be as close as possible and
never let them feel that you have given up on Lhem These
years are crucial both in terms of their development and re-
lationship with the family and in no way should be jeopar-
dized.

Dear Mita,

This is an embarrassing and [ hm.-rhnnm'uM
sitant to write. My friend's husband tries to flirt with me
which is creating a lot of Hem.HyﬁEndhnllw
misunderstand me and I ‘t know what to do. In public he
makes it look like a joke and in private he makes a nuisance
of himself. | have told him that | am not interested but he just .
wort't take a hint. | am divorced and work in a company. What
do you advise? ;

Anonymous, Chittagong.

Dear s,
The time for giving hints is over. The man must be told

bluntly that you are not interested. There are some men who
t}unkthnlnmmnniliw-lhhl:jultbcmunlh:hdmud.l
t you take a very tough attitude towards him. Talk and
‘ﬁ; she needs help,

to stay away

the situation to your friend,
works then you will
cost of your friendship.

Ulumlteiy if no
from them, even at




