DHAKA TUESDAY DECEMBER 3, 1991

Speakers at a seminar
Monday stressed the need for
~ pricing contraceptive items in
_gvicw of the increasing cost of
{pupuhthn control activities,

UNB.

They called for a modest
pricing of condoms and oral

ills, now being distributed

, 80 that the poor people of
rural areas could avail the fam-
ily planning facilities.

Health Secretary M
Mokkamel Huq attended the
scminar titled “Feasibility and
Impact of Pricing Schemes for
Condoms and Oral Pills" held
at a city hotel under the aus-
pices of University Research
Corporation (URC), Monday.

President of Family
Planning Association . of
Bangladesh (FPAB) Alarhgir M
A Kabir chaired the seminar
which was addressed by
William R Goldman, Director at
the office of Population and
Health of USAID and Prof
Barkat-e-Khuda of Dhaka
University. '

The Health Secrelary said
| pricing of contraceptive ilems
has become necessary due to
increased cost of population
control activities, the largest

single programme in social
sector undertaken by the gov-

ernment.

He, however, called for
considering the capabilitics of
the rural poor while formulat-
| ing a pricing policy for the
contraceptives. 1
h has achicved a
remarkable progress in the
field of population control,
Goldman remarked adding
that the significant fall in fer-
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Mr Mokammel Haque, upaang at the seminar on contraceptive pring organized by

University Research Corporation (Bangladesh) at a city hotel Monday.

tility rate has increascd the
demand for contraceptives.

Pricing contraceplive
items will generate consider-
able revenue for population
control programmes, he said
assurfng ol USAID [unding in
various rescarch undertakings
related to the pro mes.

In his presidential speech
Alamgir M A Kabir said 1t is
imperative Lhat the people
should pay for social scrvices
rendered to them and called
for giving up habil of getting
everything [ree.

lation activities in the country,
said charging lor contraceptive
itcms will ensure the sensc of
accountability and suggested

* that a similar rate be followed

by all suppling agencies.
Y Gondom %wagat priced in

Scptember last year while
pricing of oral pills was intro-
duced only in one union of the
country.

Justify charges for contra-
ceptives, Prol Khuda said sup-
plying cost will increase in fu-
ture because of its increasing
use by eligible couples and
their use of contraception to

Kabir, the pioneer in popu- space or o terminate births.

Prol Khuda, who carried out
a study in 11 wunions of
Monohardi upazila of Narsingdi
district, said contraceptive
pricing will not necessarily re-
sult in major decline in con-
traceptive prevalence rate.

The study showed thal
there were  strong rescrva-
tions about the pricing policy
as the clients used to receive
supplied free of charge.

It said price introduction
may work against the intercst
of the poor and distribution of
condoms and pills may de-
cline.

Mechanis

out of MFA yet to be decided

WASHINGTON, Dec 2 :
There little doubt that
the current multilateral system
governing trade in textiles and
apparel is coming to an end.
But what will replace it re-
mains less certain as both tex-
tile exporting and importing
in Geneva as

countries under a 17-
year-old aeccord called the

Multifiber Arrangement (MFA).

" Market

Many exporting countrics now
want lo take textile trade out

of the MFA and bring it undcr
international trade rules ncgo-
tiated under the General
Agreement on Tarifls and
Trade (GATT).

Under the (five-year-old
Uruguay Round talks nations
have to this transition,
but are far apart on the mech-
anism for doing so.

There has been “no
progress” during the last 12
months on of the key is-
sues in the textile negotia-
tions, a US trade official told
USIA.

Those issues include the
duration of the transition pe-
riod for ending the current
system, what products and

countries would be covered,
growth rates for product quo-
tas during the transition pe-
riod, the pace at which textile
trade will be integrated into
the GATT system, and what
“saleguard”™ mechanism would
be available to protect domes-
tic industries from surges in
imports, the official said.

A draft text of an agreerent
has been presented by the
chairman of the Uruguay
Round textile negotiating
group, but textile industrics in
importing countries say Lhe

approach will dam-
age them. Meanwhilc, export-
ing countries say the pace of
ll'l:‘pmpnund integration is too
slow.

According to US oflicials,

Prices of Listed Shares and Decbentures

with Dhaka Stock Exchange

At the close of trading on December 2, 1991.

Company EXML"
BANKS (Ten)
AL Baraka Bank 1000/ 1
AB Bank 100/5
City Bank 100/5
WFiC 100/5
Islami Bank 1000/ 1
National Bank 100/5
Pubali Dank 100/%
mﬂ 100/10
100/5
Uttara Bank 100/5
INVESTMENT (Eight)
1ch 100/5
Ist ICB M. Fund 100/5
2nd ICB Fund 100/%
Srd ICB M. Pund 100/5
#th ICB M. Pund 100/10
Sth ICB M. Pund on/10
6th ICB M. Pund 100/10
ICHB Unit Cert.
Sales Price
Re -purchase
Eﬁn (Four)
100/10
Green Delta 100/10
Peoples 100/10
Urited 100/10
ENGINERING (Nineteen)
Aliab Automaobiles 100/5
Atlas Barngladcesh 10/50
Ariz Pipes 100/5
Banglasdenh Autocars 100/5
Bangladesh Lamps 105/5
B.Thai Alluminium 100/10
Bengal Carinde 100/5
Bergal Stec! 10/50
Easiecrn Cables 100/S
Howlader "VC 100/10
Kanm |Ype 100/5
Mectalex Corp. 100/5
Monno Swalliers 10/5
Monno Juicx 100/5
National Tubes 100/10
Paniher Sicel 10/50
Quasem Drycells 10/50
Rerrnick 100 /5
Singer Bangladesh 100/5
FOOD & ALLIED (Twenty ene)
AR Biscuit 100/5
Tobacco 10/50
Aman Sca Food 100/5
Apex Food 100/%5
Aroma Tea 100/5
gy 100/5
Bengal Food 100/5
BLTLC. 100/5
BTLC. 10/50
Cig Vegriuble 100/10
Dhaka V 100/5
EL. 100/5
Frogicg Export 10/50
Gemitrni Sea Food 100/15
Modern Industries 100/5
NT.C 100/8
Rabeya Flour 10/ 100
Rupan Ofl 10/ 100
Tubp Detry 100/ 10
Youssd Flowr 10/50
Zeal Bangla Sugar 10/50
FUEL & POWER (Three)
Padma Od Co. 10/50
Eastern Lubreant 10/50
Oxymrn 10/50
JUTE (Tweive)
Ahed e MG/ 10
Arwrwars hate 10/ 50
Delia Juste 10/50

Closing Gawsia Jute 10/50 NT
Ralc Islam Jute 100/5 75.00
Jute 100/5 95.00

1060.00 Mum 100/5 100.00

177.00 Northerm Jute 10/50 NT

272.00 Shamser Juie ID?IE lmﬁ

162.00 Jute 10/50

1 300 .00 m Jute 100/5 100.00

105.00 Sonahl Aansh 100/5 96.00

100.00 PHARMACEUTICALS & CHEMICALS (Mifteen)

90.00 Ambee Pharma 10.50 13.80
120.00 Bangld Process 100/5 58.00
190.00 Bextmco Pharma 100/5 182.00

Glaxo 10/50 125.00

@2 .00 1CI 10/50 10.00
345.00 Kohinoor Chemical 100/5 105.64
153.00 Petro Synthetic 10/50 12.50
132.00 Plizer 100/5 110.00
125.00 Pharma Aids 100/5 170.00

96.00 Mharmaco 100/5 55.00

65.00 Progresasive Plastic 110/5 40.00

Reckitt & Colman 10/50 240.00

116.00 Rahman Chemicals 100/ 10 50.00AL

111.00 Therapeculics 100/5 51.33

The lbnsina 100/10 @2.00

107 .00 PAPER & PRINTING (8ix)

113.00 Fagle Dox 10/50 34.00

120.00 Monospool 100/5 1086.50

128.00 Paper Converting 100/5% 113.00

Paper Processing 100/10 75.00

195 .00 Padma Printers 10/50 50.00
40.00 Sonall Paper 10/50 50.00

240.00 SERVICE (Twe)

86 .00 Bangladesh Hotel 10/50 12.00
2358.00 Bd. Service 10/50 NT

87 40 TEXTILE (Eighteen)

230.00 Alhaj Textile 10/50 NT
18 .00 Arbee Textile 100/10 NT
20.00 Ashral Textile 10/50 28.39

101.50 Chand Textile 10/50 NT

130.00 Chand Spining 10/50 NT

120.00 Desh Garments 100/ 10 61.00

200 .00 Dulamia Cotion 100.10 28.00

240.00 Eagle Star 10/50 38.95

124.33 GMG ind. Corp. 10/50 13.00

6.00 Modern p.ya- 100/5 35.00
8.07 (uasem 10/50 5.50

93.00 Quasem Textile 10/50 7.75

700.00 Rahim Textile 100/5 55.00
Satham Textile 100/ 10 89.00
S8.T.M. IORD) 100/5 50.00

180.00 Stylecraft 100/5 100.00

:: Swan Textile 100/5 60.00
Tallu Spinning 100/ 10 118.00

440.00 MISCELIANEOUS (Fourteen)

70.00 Apex Tannery 100/5 185.00
305.00 Aramit 10/50 NT
114.00 Bata Shoc 10/ 100 35.00
480.00 Beximco 10/ 100 9.50

40 .00 BS.C 100/5 50.00

98 .00 Chittagong Cement 100/5 2056.35
149.00 G. @. Ball Pen 10/50 50.00

10006 .00 I madr Lad 10/ 100 6.00

4.50 Milon Tannery 100/5 32.00

100 .00 Monno Ceramic 100/5 149.00

160.00 Pheornix Leather 100/5 90.00

m‘f Savar Refractories 100/5 1;:

N The 100/5 |
6.30 :-—wm_ 100/ 215.00

97.11 DEBENTURES (F our)

NT  Apex Tanmery 1000/ ) 1060.00

12.00 (LT 1992) :

F aard 900/ | 950.00

40 .00 s 1992)

14.00 Beximco 2500/ 1 2190.00

47.00 Aeximco Pharma 1871/1 1 660.00

(17 1997
NT Puanemn Sk 2000/ | | 820.00
NT (1 7% 1964)
850

h FV = Face Value ML= Market Lot NT= Nol Traded, Al=Allstmont Loticr

the major outstanding issucs in
the draft text include.

Fransition period : A con-
scnsus scems to be emerging
on a ten-yecar phase-out,
though the European
Community (EC). which secks
a longer pcriod, has not yet
commitied itsell;

Product coverage : The
United States, the EC, Japan
and most other industrial
countries believe that virtually
all textiles and apparel prod-
ucts covered in MFA, with the
exception of a few products
like leather, should be in-
cluded in a transitional system.

Another group of countries,
led principally by India and
Pakistan, want to limit product
coverage in a transitional sys-
tem to only those textiles and
apparels currently covered by
specific quotas. This approach
would remove some 35 to 40
per cent of all textile and ap-
parel products [rom import
resirictions.

Percentage rate of integra-
tion : The chairman’'s dralt
calls for the immediate inte-
gration of 10 per cent of all
products upon the signing of
an accord, another 15 per cent
alter four years, a further 20
per cent afller another three
ycars and the remaining 55
per cenl at the end of the 10-

year period.

Growth rate of Imports :
The drall calls for the growth
rate of imports under quota to
progressively Increase during
the transition period.

For example, a product cur-
rently having a growth rate
under quola of 4 per cent
would initially be increased by
a factor of 1.16, or by 4.64 per
centl. During the second stage,
aflter four years, the quota
would increase by a factor of
1.21 or by 5.61 per cent. After
the third stage, the quota
would increase by a factor of
1.26 or by 7.07 per cent. Aller
len years Lhere would be no

quolas.

Importing counlrics say
these proposed growilh rales
are more Lhan adequate, while
importers argue they are insul-
ficient.

Currcnt US growth rates on
textile products range from

0.5 per cent o 7 per cent, av-
eraging around 4 per cent

Safeguards : The chairman’s
text would rhake safeguard ac-
tions dependent on the im-

riing country showing that
r: have increased in the
product concerned. Any selec-
tive restrictions against an ex-
porting country would ire
as that imports ﬂ‘m-
crcased sharply from that

US officials say can ac-
cepl the chairman’s age
on safeguards but that export-

sm to take textile trade

Business

Pricing of contraceptives suggested

Advantage of
cheap labour
for software

export stressed

By Staff Correspondent

Deputy Speaker of the
Parliament, Humayun Khan
Panni Thursday highlighted
Bangladesh's advantage of
cheap labour in exporting
computer software and other
services in the world market.

He was speaking as the
chief guest at the certificate
awarding ceremony for the
participants of computer
courses of Computer

‘Consultancy Services (CCS)

Ltd. Aboul 50 parlicipants
from different govtrnment and
private organisations took part

in the course.
Earlier, the Chairman of

CCS, Akbaruddin Ahmed, in
his welcome speech urged the
government for patronisation
to computer consulting firms
and software houses for com-
petition in the global market.
He also urged the government
to fake steps to make the
Bangladesh Computer Council
more dynamic,

Plan to sell
BCIC units
protested

Leaders of DBangladesh
Chemical Industries Sramik
Fedcration Sunday protesicd
the government decision for
sclling oul BCIC's enterprises
tlo Lthe private seclor, reports
[3SS,

The protest was made when
a 30-mcember delegation com-
prising lcaders of various trade
unions under the f[ederation
led by its President Tofayel
Ahmwd and General Sceretary
Belayet llossain Majumder
called on Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad,
according Lo a press release is-
sucd by the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition’s office,

A Awaul Mia MP* was, among

others, present during the
meeting.
The (trade-union leaders

told the Deputy Leaders of the
Opposition the government
decision for selling out the
BCIC enlerprises must be
withdrawn in the greater na-
tional inlerest.

Abdus Samad Azad stressed
on Lhe need for creating na-
tional consensus to resist what
he termed wrong policies of
the government and said such
steps ol the government would
lcad the “already [ragile econ-
omy (o a disastrous stage.”

Azad urged Lhe government
lo stay away [rom such steps,
the press relcase added.

f
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'Sharp increase in tea export :

Revenue earnings marginal

The volume of tea export
from Bangladesh increased by
about 50 cent in the first
four months of fiscal 1991-92
co to the correspond-
ing period of the last fiscal

year.

About 12 million kg of tea
was C to 17 countries
till October of this fiscal while
the volume was aboul 8.8 mil-
lion kg for the same period of
fiseal 1990-91.

The export witnessed a rise
by over .4 million kg in
October compared to
Scptember, 1991. About 4.9
million kg was exported in
October and the earning stood
at over Taka 27.6 crore. In
Seplember, the volume was
about 4.5 milllon kg with an

earning ol Tk 27.5 crore.

The rise in the revenue was
marginal compared to in-
crease in the volume ex
due to a sharp fall in the aver-

age price of tea in the interna-

tional market. The average
price of tea per kg was about
Taka 54 in October while it
was over Taka 60 in
September.

‘During the first four months
of fiscal 1991-92, Iran {urned
out to be the top buyer. In the
same period of the last fiscal
year, Egypl topped the list.
Iran lifted 5.9 million kg till
October. [t has been actively
buying tca from Bangladesh
since August, 199]. In August,
it lifted .54 million kg. The
export increased to 3.10 mil-

lion l‘:& in tember. It pur-
c 2 mfllion kg in
October. Sofifces said Iran i
likely to lift more tea in the
following months.

t, Oman and the USSR
are emerging as dominant
buyers for Ban tea.
Egypt lifted about 2.7 million
kg of tea during the four-
month period. It purchased
.96 million kg in August, 1.80
million kg in October while it
did not buy any tea iIn
September. Oman's share in-
creased from 10 thousand kg
in August to 21,000 kg in
October. The USSR lifted two
million kg till October. The
volume was only 6.6 lakh kg
during Lthc same period of the
last fiscal. |

Delhi may bow to trade unions

NEW DELHI, Dec 2 : A one-
day strike which crippled key
parts of India's economy sig-
nals that the government has
to accommodate trade unions
in its plans for economic re-
structuring, newspapers said,
reports Reuter.

Friday's strike, called by
left-wing unions to protest
against government moves (o
privatise parts of the state-
dominated economy, halted
work at banks and insurance
companies, forced cancellation
of airline flights, disrupted
public transport and shut
down state industrial plants.

it was the first challenge to
Prime Minister P V Narasimha
Rao's sweeping plans to revi-
talise India's economy, which
he initiated soon aller taking
power in June this year.

Trade union leaders, who
fear the reforms will lead to
widespread layolls, claimed
more than 15 million workers
joined the strike, but the gov-
ernment said it has little im-

pact.
Acting Labour Minister P A

Sangma said only 15 per cent
of the work force joined the
strike. The output loss could
be about 400 million Rupees (8
15 million), which was
marginal, he said.

"Whatever the degree of
success, the protest should be
enough to make authorities sit
up and initiate a meaningful
dialogue with the trade
unfons,” commented the busi-
ness and political observer, a
ne per based in Delhi.

“If India has to carry out a
successful economie re-

ncwal...it cannot afford to an-
tagonise labour,” said the
widely-rcad Times of India.
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Mrs Kiyoko Trnaka, Co-ordinator, Osaka Foundation of

International Exchange, Japan called on Professor M.

Maniruzzaman, Vice-
Monday at the latter's office.

ancellor, University of Dhaka on

Biman staff asked
to improve service

By Staff Correspondent

State Minister for Civil
Avialion and Touritsm Abdul
Mannan stressed the need for
better customer services to
make Biman a truly service-
oricnted commercial airiine.

The stale minister called
upon the Biman employees to
work with sincerity and said
the airline would be able to
continue its exisicnce only
through serving the passen-
gurs in the best way in
a highly competitive market.
He advised them to keep up
the goodwill and image of the
national [lag-carrier by dis-
charging duties properly in

their respective ficlds of ser-
vices,

He was speaking as chiel
gucst at a discussion meeting
organised by Bangladesh Biman
Sramik Unton, Chittagong unit
on the death of its
hundern;uuhm Abu Rezwan
and ing the reception of
the newly-clected "central
commitice and the farewell of
the outgoing t of the
union at hittagong on
November 28. :

Biman's Director
Abdul Muyeed Chowdhury at-

tending as the special t
emphasised the role the

4 in bui
o e —

resided over by

President of BBSU Chittagong
unit SR Khan, the discussion
meeting was atitended by,
among others, Syed Ohidul
Alam MP and Md Sirajul Islam
MP.

Works Ministry
activities
reviewed

The first mect of the
Parliamentary Standing Co-
mmitiee on the Ministry of
Works was held Monday at the
Sangsad Dhaban with Works
Minister Rafiqul Islam Miah in
the chair, reports BSS.

The meeting reviewed the
activities of the 12 direc-
lorates, ts, and or-
ganisations under the Ministry
of Works.

Jatlya Sangsad Members A.
T. M. Kabtr, Keramat

All, Dr, I H Kazi Abdur
Rashid and hahjahan
Chowdhury, atte the

mecting. Secretary Ministry of

Works, Chief of the
Housing Settlement
Directorate, Chairman ol

RAJUK were present.
The Works Minister told

the that the govern-
ment nmwum
tance o the recommendations

of the Standing Committee.

"Discussion, consensus and
modalities of industrial

restructuring will alone pro-

vide the golden mean.”

Of India's 244 stalc-owned
compantes, more than 100 are
un lec and 50 more have
been declared incapable of
coming out of the red. The
companics employ a total of
2.3 million workers.

Western diplomats said the
fact that the strikc was nol a
compete success could give
the government renewed con-
fidence to push through re-
structuring of the bloated pub-
lic enterprises.

. DBut the Times of India said:
“India is a lunctioning demoe-
racy where the protection of
trade union rights is a impor-
tant ingredient of its politics.”

The government has said
the restructuring was impos-
sible to avoid because it inher-
ited a massive economic crisis
a mammoth budget deficit and
a 71 billion dollar foreign debt.

Union say most of the re-
forms were prescribed by the
Inlcrnnuunnr Monctary Fund,
which has loaned India four
billion dollars to avoid it de-
faulting on debt.

B
NGS Ranger 30/11 03/12 J/5 Singapore BDSIIP
Golden Lake 29/11 04/12 J/6 Hongkong PROG
Banglar Asha 28/11 05/12 J/7 NA  AQUA
Shan Yin 06/11 05/12 J/8 JAKA DBDSIIIP
Salina-e-Ilsmail-2 28/11 04/12 J/9 AQUA
K Jespersen Ol/12 04/12 MPB/1 Hongkong AQUA
Ocean Carol 01/12 04/12 RM/5 Singapore SEACOM
Vivari No 2 23/11 08/12 DD *NA BSC
Banglar Swapna 11/11 10/11 DDJ/1 *NA BSC
Maritz 22/10 10/11 DDJ/2 Singapore UNISEA
Shakir-2 24/11 12/12 RM/6 oMNA sNA
Banglar Jyoti 24/11 08/11 RM/9 oNA BSC
Name of Vessels **°ETB -
Banglar Shourabh 03/12 sNA J/9
Sea Star 03/12 *NA RM/5
Fisso Bayonne 03/12 oNA RM/6
Vessels at Outer Anchorage
| Name of Vessels EE [ Pont L E|
Hansa Economist 03/12 _ oNA EOSL
Ronjoy 03/12 *NA PSAL
Dubai Pioneer 05/12 *NA BEDI
Banglar Shourabh 03/11 *NA BSC
Min llal You-12 - *NA UNISTAR
Tian Shui - Mongla BdSHIP
Splendor - UAE JF
Carol Day . Tuti ULA
Alyn | - Singapore ALAMIN
Red Dedr - *NA BSL
Kittanning - Singaporc HIL
Sparkle Moon : *NA BSL
Al Reza . oNA AQUA
Vessels Due at Outer Anchorage
Iron Thrust 03/12/91 sNA DYNAMIC
Boutra 03/12/91 Anna TSLL
| Yamburenko 03/12/91 *NA CT
Chong Chon Gang 07/12/91 *NA H&H
Karabieverette 04/12/91 «NA EDM.
Fong Shan 04/12/91 Singapore BDsSIIIP
Salar 04/12/91 oNA ASSL
Banglar Urmi 05/12/91 Hongkong BSC
Kota Buana 06/12/91 Singapore CTs
Sam Houston 06/12/91 Calcutta ULA
Aghion Oros 06/12/91 Singapore CT
Optima 06/12/91 Col RSL
Banglar Gourab 06/12/91 *NA BSC
Seabulk Hope 07/12/91 *NA BOA
Genclik 07/12/91 Mars BSCS
Al Dora 07/12/91 Colombo UMAL
Mento 08/12/91 Tamb OWSL
Ping Yin 09/12/91 Kand OWSL
Amitie 10/12/91 Kand TMIL
Anting 10/12/91 Kand TMIK
Hafez 10/12/91 oNA SSL
Amitie 10/12/91 Rott ROYAL
New Genlord 12/12/91 oNA BDSI up
Atlantic Clipper 12/12/91 *NA DDSI WP
Atalanta 13/12/91 Cawm ROYAL
Ronjoy Choomie 16/12/91 Kand T™MIK
Thomasevereti 15/12/91 *NA EBPL
Kabireverette 23/13/91 aNA EDPM
Johneverette 27/12/91 NA EBPL

e —"

Shan Yin 30/11 *NA ESLL
Vigorous Swan " 10/13 oNA m SGSSA
Gold Future  02/12 04/12 Chittagong a
Genclick 13/12 .‘I;:: I: Chittagong
Safina-e-Najam 20/12 27/1 Chittagong ATLAS
Salina ¢ lsmal 03/12 10/12 Chittagong ATLAS
07/12 oNA MAKH
mﬂnwm 27/11 oNA Cuﬁ BRIGHT
Shaplacverett 15/12 17/12 Calkcutta BOL
Sparkle Moon 01/12 sNA Chittagong MAKH
Baltik 02/12 w: Calcutta St \fw
Sca Rhapsody 02712 Benakul
Swan Glory 04/12 oNA Benakul BML
Kamal Everette :.f 12 o8/ ‘l: Ehnm I:v:nI:T;lI
Ronjoy Choomy /13 hittagong
Anting 08/12 <NA Chittagong TMIL
H:-muw‘ :}! I: : Chitlagong MKH
C !
I.A::I‘hll 7/11 237/11 02/12 Chittagong OWSL
Lion of Oulf 04/12 <NA Caolombo SEA COAST
New Genlord 27/11 sNA Chittagong BSLL
sNA Chittagong AQM

Ocean 17/12
. nmw Vessel at Port Jetly

» ETD e Expected Time of Departure,
«ETA = Expected Time of Arrival.

* NA = Not Available.

= ETH - nﬂ
Source :




