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SAARC has achieved
nothing : Asghar

Indian-held

the
Kashmir, the Pakistani leader

tion (In

the will of the

prised o sce if India takes a

different shape.”

On cutting of American aid
to Pakistan, he said the US
now does not need Pakistan in
the context of the new sce-
narto in the world.

Khan, is duc to leave
for home on Tuecsday.

Vance in Belgrade, not

"I' o llc
BELGRADE, Dec

U
Special Envoy Cyrus V. ar-
rived Su for

1

ance
nday talks Inr
m Wt o

pl.; forces to halt

's civil war. Serbia's
Foreign Minister reportedly

-Hﬂtﬁnmﬁhh
MA?‘, -December, re-
Croatian Defense Ministry
offictals reported only sporadic
shelling around Ostjek, eastern

Croatia's largest city, on
a week into the [irst

regulars. Croats fear the
Serbian Lroops want to capture
Osljck, a city of 140,000 and’
cipital of fertile, oil-rich cast-
ern Slavonia, before peace-

keepers arrive,
Vance's arrival prompled

Gen. Marjan Cad, a scnior fed-

about peace

eral army commander in
Croatia, to declare, "The war is

‘over,” the Tanjug ncws agency

reported.
But Vance- who is in

Yugoslavia for the fourth time
since October, when the UN
was first asked o inlervene-
was not so optimistic, Tanjug
said.

It reported Vance as saying
there has been little progress
on the dep :nt issue since
the signing of a UN brokered
truce Nov, 26. lle said
"pressure” would be put on

involved in the conflict,
but did not elaboralc.

He also expressed dissatis-
faction with the pacc of army
withdrawals from Croalia's
non-combat zones, Tanjug said.

It said  Vance would be
meeting in Belgrade with
Serbian President Slobodan
Milosevic and Defense

Minister Gen. Veljko Kadijevic.
'
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liament) August 14. The
Committee was entrusied to

Mirza Golam Halfiz, the 15-
member Commitiee was fully
constituted during the third
session of Parllament with
eight MPs from the ruling
party, five from the Awami
League, one each [rom the
Jamaat-e-Ilslami and the
Workers Party.

the press con-
ference Mohammad Nasim,
also the Opposition Chiel
Whip, said that the govern-
ment formed the committee to
hoodwink the people.

six ' meetings® held
November 10. Besides, no
meeting of the commitice was
convened later despite re-
peated requests by the
Opposition, he pointed out.
The governmenti attitude
proved that it was totally

DU Syndicate
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Most of the teachers are,
however, in favour of resuming
classes and that might influ-
ence the decision of today's
DUTA meeting, the source
pointed out.

Meanwhile, FBUTA men-
tioned that it would sit in a
discussion with the concerned
authorities regarding campus
viclence within December 24.

However, the de-
cided to gear up social
movement along with various
professional groups saying that
it would begin its programme
soon.

FBUTA, noted that if there
was no positive result within

this it would again meet
on D _ 24 to decide a
teachers’ hunger- strike day.
The was attended
by Prof Chowdhury,

Prof Shahadat A and Prof
Aminul Islam of the Dhaka
[

Jahangirnagar
University, Prof Mahfuzur
Rahman of the BAU, Prof
Jashimuzzaman, Prof Nezam
Ahmed, of the BUET, Prof
Eahia Rahman,
Kamaluddin of the Islamic

Prof .

AL: Campus violence

insincere aboul rooting out
campus violence, Nasim com-
menied and alleged that the
government was rather insti-
gating lerrorism by ils party
activists in the campuses and
elsewhere in the country.

The ruling party declined to

accept the ‘realistic steps’

proposed by the Opposition,
because such measurcs would

reveal many weaknesses of the
government, said Nasim.

The AL Publicity Sccretary
Nasim also resented what he
called the government's con-
spiring not to allow another
Parliamentary Special Com-
mittee on the Indemnity
Ordinance (repeal) Bill to work

Tofacl Ahmed, MP, warned
that deterioration of the law
and order situation caused by
unabated terrorism would
jeopardize the hard-earned

in the country.

The nation can be saved
from the curse of terrorism if
we stand united against it as
we did against autocracy,’
Tofael . ;

Lack of effective stcps
against the most burning prob-
lem the nation is facing, will
push the future generation to
ruination, he cautioned.

Tofael Ahmed said that his
party, though in the o i-
tion, first extended its tf:?;r
ation to the government in
containing terrorism. But it
was not reciprocated, he re-
gretted.

‘We are yet ready to help
the government in frecing the
educational arena from vio-
lence’, Tolacl slated clearly.

But the BNP government, in
order 1o make the educational
institutions and the adminis-
tration al dillerent levels parti-
san was patronising the terror-
ists, he alleged.

In this context, Tofacl, also
the AL Organising Secretary,
complained that the govern-
ment was taking action against
neutral persons in the admin-
istration, harassing Opposition
political activists and shelter-

ing killers belonging to the
rulin party

Replying to a question
Tofael said that tli:y?wtr: not
at present thinking of with-
drawing their membership
from the parliamentary com-
mittee. llowever, he said that
:: continued of reluctance of

government would make ft
difficult for them to work ef-
in the body.

Matia Chowdhury accused

" the government of turning the

commitiee non-functional by
its non-commital gestures day
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A procession marking the World AIDS Day in the city Sunday. Story on Metropolitan page.

Sophlﬁs_t_icated arms production

- Sharif for collaboration

ISLAMABAD, Dec 1 :
Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharil said today that Pakistan
would seck to collaborate with
other Muslim nations to pro-
duce sophisticated weapon

ms, AFP,

“The Muslim countries
which occupy geopolitically a
pivotal position in the world
are blessed with immense re-
sources,” Sharil said in a
speech read out on his behall
at an international defence
science and technology semi-
nar,
The three-day seminar, or-
ganised by the Pakistan
Ordinance Factories (IPOF) at
Wah near here, is being at-
tended by defence technology
experts [rom the United
States, France, China, United
Kingdom, Sweden, Turkey and
Egypt

Shartf urged the Muslim
world to set up modern re-
scarch and development facili-
ties in line with Islamic ideol-
ogy which "supports scientific
learmning as an act of faith.”

However, he said, Pakistan

]

i

among Muslim states

did not wish to acquire mili-
tary strength to "threaten any-
one,” adding that "we merely
desire to be strong cnough to

deler n.

*We do not seek war and we
want our to become to-
tally free of tensions.”

Sharifl said his mment
had opened up Pakistan for
foreign investment and

promised all possible assis-

- tance to defence manufactur-

ers to set up production and
rescarch and development fa-
cilities in the country.

“The central location of
Pakistan, the level of technical
skill available and the size of
Pakistani armed forces
strongly justify the establish-
ment of sophisticated defence
industrics in Pakistan,” he
said,

Earlier, POF chairman
Liculenant General Sabcech
@amar-uz-Zaman said the de-
veloped countries would sub-
ject transfer of sophisticated
technology Lo more
"suffocating restrictions™ in
future while maximising prol-
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Rajdhani Unnayan Kartri
Dhanmondi on Sunday.

pakkha (RAJUK)

-

its from sale of modern

The developing countrics
will continue to pay “the price
of rance” until they estab-
lisht their own research and
development facilitics, he said.

The Gencral salid POF had
drawn up an "ambitious” plan
W modernise s product range
and it had already created
production lacilities for cluster
bombs and clectronic proxim-
ity fuses.

lie said the POF exporis
arms and ammunition worth
30 million dollars annually.

PPP supporters
march on
president’s home

ISLAMABAD, Dec 1: Iolice
in riot gear outnumbered sup-
porters of former Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutlo, who
marched on the president's
palatial home Sunday to
protcst a police erackdown on
her belcaguered party, reports
AP,

I b

demolishing illegal structures of building at

—Star photo

FFs to guide nation-
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sent as wcll as the future gen-
eration, she said.

"We have achicved {nde-
pendence but the dream of
building a prosperous
Bangladesh still remains unful-
Begum Zia added.

Giving a call to work unit-
edly for a golden future, the
Prime Minister urged all to
shun petty politics and utilise
the new democratic environ-
ment created through t
ouster of the autocratic rule.

Be Zia recalled Shaheed
nt Ziaur Rahman's con-

bution to the Liberation War
and said that a devoted soul,
he always worked for the de-
yelopment and expansion of
the Freedom Fighters' Welfare
Trust.

She agsured thal Lhe pre-
sent government would con-
tinue to work for implemenit-
ing the unfulfilled dreams of

resident Zia who laid the
oundation of the Mirpur

Complex for the Freedom
Fighters' Wellare Trust.

The nation will respectfully
rcmember those who laid
down their lives for the moth-
erland, Begum Zia said, adding
that their sacrifice will always
inspire the nation.

The Prime Minister
thanked the French govern-
ment for providing the assis-
tance welcomed the ef-
forts of the Trust to render
services to the distressed
people.

The function was also ad-
dressed by Communication

Minister Col (Retd) Oli Ahmed,
Bir Bikrarn, State Mintster for
Youth and Sports Sadek
llossain Khoka, Col (Retd)
Akbar [lossain MP, ‘Bir Paritik,
and Lt Col (Retd) Zainul
Abedin, Managing Director of
the Trust.

Oli Ahmed said the freedom
fighters should work untir-
ingly to remove injustice and
indiscipline from society.

Ministers, Siale Ministers,
frecedom fighters and their
family members were present
at the function.

The Prime Minister went
round the new modern hospi-
tal and the mobile wunit, and
also laid the foundation of the
housing project in the com-

Education Ministry
directed to gear

" up uplift works

Prime Minister Begum
a Zia Sunday dirccted

the officials of the Education
Ministry to work harder for
speedy and cffective imple-
mentation of its uplift pro-

grammes, reports BSS.

While addressing a high
level review meeting at her of-
fice, the Prirne Minister said
the present government has
attached the highest priority
to the education sector and al-
Jocated the largest amount for
it which was so vital for the
overall development of human

resources.

Dhaka

4 die 1n road
accidents

By DMCH Correspondent

Four persons died and four
others were injured in sepa-
rate road accidents in and
around the city on Sunday.

Abdul Baten (30), dicd on
the spot when a minibus from
Pubail (No: Chatta Metro Ja-
1736) collided with another
minibus (No: Rangpur Ja-38)
near. Tongi Bazar at about
10:30 am. i

Jikrul Hussain (18) a sec-
ond ycar student of Shaheen
School and College died on the
spot, while another unidenti-
fied man and the rickshaw
puller were injured seriously
when their rickshaw was
knocked down by an army
truck (No: 88-7041) near sig-
nal gate in cantonment at
about 1:30 pm.

The body was sent to the
Medical College
llospital for aulopsy and a
casc was [iled with the

Cantonment thana. The in-
jured persons were admitted
to CMH.

Abul Kashem (22) a busi-
nessman died on the spot
when a minibus hit a tempo
from behind near Amin Bazar.

Sarwar (32) died on the
spot and two other persons
Shameem (30) and Mahatab
(35) were injured in another
road “accident at Tejgaon.
Tejgaon police brought the
body to DMCH for autopsy. The

injured persons were admit-
ted to the hospital.

S
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Discussion on

journalists’ role
In anti-autocracy
movement today

A discussion .on the role of
“Journalists in Lthe last year's
anti-autocracy movement will
) at 3

be held today (
PM al the National Press Club
Auditorium, reports BSS.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will attend the
discussion as Lhe chiel gucest

which has joint c:'rri-.ﬂ by
Bangladcsh th:r Union ol
Joumalists (BFUJ) and Dhaka

Union of Journalists (D), a
press reicase saild.

BNIP® Secretary General and
LCGRD Minister Abdus Salam

Talukder, Awami League pre-
sidium member and Deputy

Leader of the Opposition in

lMarliament Abdus Samad Azad,
Jamaat-e-Islami Secretary
General and party's leader in
Parliament Maulana Matiur

Rahman Nizami and Workers

Iarty General Secretary
Rashed Khan Menon will par-

ticipate in the discussion.

Representatives of varfous
profcssional groups will also
s

Snatcher beaten,
cop hurt
in blasts

By Staff Correspondent

An alleged snatcher was
caught by members of the pub-
lic in the Motijheel area
Sunday.

A police constable was in-
jured in cracker blasts during
the incident.

The man was caught aller
bcing chased from near the
Janata Bank head office at
around 3.30 PM.

Earlier, the alleged
snatcher and one of his ac-
complices arrived in the area
in an autorickshaw, the driver
of which-scnsed their foul in-
tentions and tried to nab them
with the help of the public,
police sources said.

While being chased they
lobbed several crackers and
ran lowgrds the Shapla Square.

Whew they reached near
the Sonali Bank they wcre
confronted by patrol police.
They again exploded crackers
in which police constable Aziz
of Motijheel thana sustained
minor injuries.

One of the alleged snatch-
ers was held by the local peo-
ple and was scverely beaten
while the other managed to
escape.

Later, police rescued the
unidentified man from the
spol in a critical condition and
senl him to the Dhaka Medical
Collcge llospital. A case was
regisicred with  Motijheel
Thana in this connection.

Transport strike

From Page 1 Col. 7 .
Khan told The Daily Star that
the situation would improve
further within'a couplc of

days

nly some members of
the combined castern owners
council created panic near
Demra, Kanchpur and Tarabo
during the strike. Otherwise
the strike was quite peaceful
natfonwide,” Khan said adding
that several thousand more let-
ters were issued on the day.

Strike in North Bengal
.called off

Mcanwhile, the North
Bengal Transport Owncrs
Associalion called off its strike
Saturday night following fruit-
ful talks with the authoritics.

The Association went on
strike Friday o press home its
10-point ¢ r of demands
including checking of illcgal
in different routes.

The Association sources fur-
ther said Lthat they would hold

another meeting with the
Bangladesh Road Transport
Authorities on Deecember 6 o
scttle the issue.

The Midnight File

Khmers want UN protection

PATTAYA. Thafland, Dec 1: The Khmer Rouge is demand-
ing that United Nations forces in Cambodia

protect their representatives in

Penh, the son of

mmm-ﬂdhﬂﬁq.mm

Ranarddh, leader of a non-communist

[action that

has lought Phnom Penh in alllance with the ultra-Marixit
Khmer Rouge, declined to indicate what specific involvement
ufth:bhnhﬂtudtﬁl'mw-anm.

Israel frees 25 Arab prisoners

TYRE, Lebanon, Dec 1: Isracl freed 26 Arab prisoners in
south Lebanon today, Red Cross sources said. The
“uﬁudm-ﬁ:rthpu-lrmwuw-lm
Organisation (RJO) announced thal it would free American
hostage Joseph Cicippio within 48 hours, rcports Reuter.

Ukrainians vote for
independence

KIEV, USSR, Dec 1: Brimming with hope for the future,

Ukrainians voted Su

nday in their first lar presidential
election and a referendum on tndq:nul:nﬂ

licved would bring prosperity to their rv

nee Lhat many be-
public. All six candi-

dates in the race, including Kravchuk, have said the election -
will lemd to fuli for the Ukraine and have vowed

not to sign Soviet
Union Treaty, reports AP,

Mikhall Gorbachev's proposed

Some 113 researchers from
home and abroad began a

| three-day regional seminar in

traditiona
people of the
developing world. |
Scientists, biomedical re-
searchers and traditional
practitioners from India,

Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Hong Kong and host

The seminar on “research
trends in medicinal plants®
was organised by the
Bangladesh Academy of
Sciences in collaboration with
the Department of P ’
Divaln Univeratty o & loos b
tel.

It is time that serious at-
tention should be paid to herbs
and plants and that systematic
scientific study on the herbal

| medicine be taken to combat
 the common discases in the

South and South East Asian
countries, the speakers ob-
served.

The inaugural session was
addressed by the President of
the Academy Prof M Innas Ali,
University Grants Commission
Chairman Prof M Shamsul
Huq, Education Secretary Lt
Col (retd) Hesamuddin Ahmed,
Chairman of the nising
Committee Prof Kamaluddin
Ahmed, Vice-Chairman Prof
Mesbahuddin Ahmed, Sec-
retary Prof A K Azad
Chowdhury and Prof Ataur

Plea to revive interest in
traditional medicine

By Staff Correspondent

Rahman of Pakistan on
of the foreign delegates.

Tﬂhl‘ to The Daily Star
fter the "ina scasion,
Hakim Mohammad Abdur
Razzak, Chairman, Unani
Commitiee of the Central
Council of Indian Medicine
said traditional medicine
should be as al-
lernative Lo lLreal-

menl among the people in the

tific information on the tradi-
tional medicine.
Dr Biswapati Mukharjee of

the
knowledge f(rom beth the
Jields should be directed to-
wards benefit of the e

Organisers hoped that the
seminar, which would discuss
clinical use of medicinal

and

plants, pharmaco . toxicity
and chemistry nfl;g: plants

“will hlglﬂfht the role of pri+

th care and
to exp
r medicine
from the

mary h
fresh impetus
newer, and chea
without side
flora
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linked to the peace process
must be discussed dircctly
among the parties.... and would
pul forward proposals il the
partics were unable to agree.’

AP said : But senior Isracli
officials left open the possibil-
ity of some compromisc, and
the Foreign Ministry said scv-
eral low- level officials have
been dispatched to Washington
to prepare for the talks.

Army ' radio said some of
these offlicials may participate
in the talks beginning
Wednesday, with the bulk of
Isracl's delegation joining in
only on the [ollowing Monday
— the date Isracl wanted the
talks Lo start
Mcanwhile, in Amman,
Jordan's King Ilussein lold the

opening session the
Parliament that peace could
only be achicved if lsrael

withdraws from all Arab terri-
tories. The King also said
Israel should stop building
Jewish setltlements in oecu-
pied Arab territories.

llusscin said these moves
would "provide the mcans for

a just and permancnt peace in
the region.” ,

So far, the Isracli govern-
ment has said it will not halt
new secitlements or trade land
for peace. £ ER
Hussein also dcfended
Jordan's participation in the
peace conference, which has
been criticized by the lunda-
mentalist Muslim Brotherhoed
Party, whose members make
up the largest bloc in parlia-
ment.

The Israeli decision o keep
calling for a delay in the lalks
came at a Cabinet meeling on
Sunday. Israel army radio said
most of the ministers sup-
ported Shamir, bul also indi-
cated a split was developing.
Foreign Minister David Levy,
for one, argued that Israel

would only "lose points” in ah
argument aboul thec date, it
sadd.

Israel television said
Saturday that the Shamir gov
ernment also would send

Middle East

S resume

peace talks

jamin Netanyahu, dcputy
minister in the prime minis-
ter's, to Washingion this week
to try to counter damage to
Isracl's image il il is portrayed
as the obstacle lo pcace Lalks.

Last week, President Bush
announced the historic negoti-
ations, which began a month
ago in Madrid, Spain, would
Wedncsday

wmmmn. Syria ‘

the Palestinians accepjed
Washington's invitation.

Shyamoli
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cluding the revolver recov-
ered from the car. The rela-
tives of late Hossain did not

file any case till Saturday.
Our Naray ] corre-
spondent adds : A six-hour

hartal was observed Sunday
Narayanganj and Fatullah in
protest against Mokhtar's
‘killing".

Road communication at
Narayanganj and Fatullah was
completely disrupted during
the hartal hours. Dhaka-
Narayanganj road communica-
tions were opened via
Adamjee. Shops and markets
remained partially open during
the hartal hours.

Later in the aflernoon, same
residents of Narayanganj and
Fatullah alL a press conference
at Narayanganj Press Club al-
leged that it was a “well
planned murder® and that
same vesled quarlers were
trying o establish it as a -'l-
cide case.

The préss conference
addressed among others
Giasuddin (birpratik), former
Secretary Gencral of Muk-

‘tijodha Sangsad, M Shamsul

Karim, former Chair-man of

Narayanganj Bandar upazila, A
K M Fazlul Haque, Commander

of Fatullah thana wunit eof
Muktijodha :
They said that Hafes

Mokhtar lossain was a free-
dom fAghter their demanded
proper investigation intp the
death and punishment for
those responsible.



