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France end 52-yr Davis Cup wait

LYON, Dec 1I:
Underdogs Fra-
nce won the
Davis Cup for the
first time in 59
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chucred Guy Forget to a high-
ure, four-set victory over
ﬁtﬁ Sampras of the United

States, reportis’AP.
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Hammering aces on many ol

lime matech, producing scrics
of brilliant return winners and
some breathtaking touch shots.

The French duo were
mobbed. by the whole home
leam as they came ofl court at
the end of the mateh and non-
plaﬁnﬂ caplain Yannikc Noah
could ly speak for tcars of
joy.

"We want o win. We can
win,” he shouted excitedly.
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French team captain Yannicke Noah (L) encourages French pair Leconte (R) and Guy

how motivated the French duo
were when they slormed to a
6-1 lcad in only 22 minules,

dropping just eight points lon
Flach and Scguso, ill at casce

before the raucous Lyon crowd, .

had ncver lost a Davis Cup set
by such a margin,

Scguso was in particularly
shaky form, dropping his scrve
twice— once on a-double ault—
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Forget during the Davis Cup doubles final match between France and USA in Lyonon Nov

30. France won 6-1, 6-4, 4-6, 6-2.

the crucial points, Forget tri-
umphed 7-6 (8-6), 3-6, 6-3, 6-
4 to give his team an insur-
mountable 3-1 lead 'in the
best-of-five showdown. France
had not beaten the Americans
in Davis Cup play since the
1932 final, the last year it won
the coveted silver Lrﬁmr
~ An earlier report 3
leconte, who pulled off a
scnsalion when he beat Pele
mpras in the second singlcs
n Friday, teamed with Guy
Forget to beat the experienced

Des Sports,

Leconte played another sub-

MINN AL V.,
Minnesota, Dec |
: Pable Morales
made a triump-
hant return to
competitive swi-
on Satu-rday
the 100 mcire butter-
al US Open swim-ming
reports
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Auxerre. Paris Club are
third, points behind
drew 0-0 at
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Forget plays the first return

singles againsi S-mrm today
with Leconte concluding the
tic against Andre Agassi.

France nced to win just one
of woday's si
cup for the [irst time since
1832.

As world number scven,
Forget had been expecied to
be the kingpin of Francc's

squad but he lost the opening

singlcs on Friday lop Agassi®

and lookcd surprisingly (ragile
al imes in the =

Leconic, who fcll o 161st
in the world aller a third back
operation. in July this ycar,
was in masticrly form howcever
as he cohslantly cgged Forget
on to viclory.

it was Lheir t Davis Cup
maich a8 a doublcs pair and
their eight victory. Thd
American pair had lost only
once in 12 previous Lics.

The first sct showed just

H l--;‘r lm ¥ ﬂiﬂ‘l'
ted to a boul of nerves on his
relurn.

“I had o remember how |
used to approach races Lhree
rs ago, it felt good to be
k out there,” he said.
“I'm lucky the race was 100
instead of 106 or I'd be
in trouble,” he added, laughing.
American swimmers also
swept the women's 200 metre
[reestyle with Gitta Jesen
leading the way in 2:01.20
Sarah Anderson was second in
2:02.07 and Mitzi Kremer
clocked 2:03.45 for third.
Janie Wagstall, one of the
top US Olympic prospects for
1992, pos an impressive

DC Gold Cup on
in Rajbari

RAJBARI, Dec | : The
Rajbari DC Gold Cup football
lournament began at the lecal
stadium yesterday, reports
1SS,

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Sadeq Hossain ina .
rated the tournament. Eulfl::
Minister for Cultural Aflairs
Professor Jahanara Begum was
also present.

on the oeccasion,
the State Minister for Youth

les to Lake the ’

— AFP photo

and volleying poorly.

The Amecricans began lo
play better in the second sct
butl Scguso again double-faulied
to let France take a 4-3 lead.

With the crowd in full ery
and pcrforming the Mexico
wave, Leconte and Forget went
on (o lake the set.

Both Frenchmen were bro-
ken for the first time in the
third s¢t as the Americans

' came back into the match but

all thoughts of a possible five-
scl victory were soon crasod.

Leconie played two inspired
rclurns and punchy wvelley o
break Flach's serve for a 3-2
lcad in the fourth and when
Scguso double-faulted yet again
lo present another break point
at 4-2 , the match was as good
as over.

Fittingly it was Leconte who
scrved out the rubber, winning
on the first match point with a
scrvice winner.

' Sunday

"We've played them mmny
times before all over the
world and s won,” Flach
said. " Sometimes they showed
flasheads of brilllance but they
ncver played sustained tennis
at that level before,

Scguso said the crowd had

“undoubtedly lifted the French

playcrs. * They made an awful
lot of noise for a small stadium
like that,” he said.
leconte said he was dc-
llght:i)' by his performance,
well for two days
but there's another day tomor-
row and | want to play well

"Yannick'

deserved. it. [ think so [ar it
Forget "said he was confi-
dent he could complete victory

in today's flirst match with -

Sampras. "Sampras will have 1o
E"Iuy a greal malch to beal me

cause Fm nol going to give
anyLhing away,” he added.

Noah said his team h

played well so far but he wou
not be satisficd with a 3-2 de-
feat.

"The players are focused,
They really want to win to-
morrow,” he said. " In the past
French tecams and s smen
have been o casily satislicd
with sceond place. We want Lo
change thatl.”

Soviet spikei's
clinch world
men's title

TOKYO, Dec 1: Eu
champions the Soviet fon
won the 1991 World Cup
men's volleyball tournament
with a better set here
afler they were tied
with Cuba and the United
States, reports AFP.

The Soviet spikers, who
had kept their title hopes
alive by beating defending
champions Cuba Saturday,
whitewashed South Korea 3-0
(15-7, 16-14, 15-8) to end
with four wins against one loss
and then waited for the out-
come of the Cuba- maitch.

The Cubans, chance
to retain the title was dashed
the moment the Soviets won,
ran out 3-0 (15-90, 15-12, 15-
8) winners over the United
States to tie the three teams
with identical win-loss
records.

‘ But the Soviets clinched
with a‘'better set aver-
followed by the Cubans
the Americans.
fourth h
Union in
their
1977 and

the
age,
and

It was the
for the Soviet
tournament,
victories in 19685,
1981.

'‘Brazil was to take on hosts
Japan later Sunday at the
Yoyogl National Stadium. :

Cuba retained the women's
crown here two weeks ago.

Medsr! round e hs

USSK bt S Korea -0 (15-7,
16-14, 15-8)

Cuba bt USA 3-0 (15-9, 15-

12, 15-8).

~ Morales makes a triumphant return

win the women's 10U melic
backstroke in a time of 1:01.81
seconds, nearly a sccond and a
hall [aster than lcammalte In a
Thames, who finished second,

yualifying for the 400 M.

Lewis sullered a punctured
cardrum in a [reak practice
accident earlier this week and,
although a doctor gave her the
go ahcad to compete, she

of dizziness during
her Individual medley

"Every&ll" | put my head
undcerwater it hurt,” she said.

Beijing launches

gave me my
* chance and | wanted to prove |

Chima hat-trick
takes Bagan to

month, took out everything in
their arsenal before an almost

packed Ambedkar Stadium and |

held the fancied o ents -

1 at half-time: i
However, they could not

repeat their earlier perfor-

mance here as Nigerian striker
Okerie, in devastating form,
cut loose in the second half to
pump in twe more goals.

For Mohun Bagan, this is
the second consecutive win

over their city rivals, having
beaten them 1-0 in the Rovers
Cup final in Bombay

pushed home a rcbound off
Mushtaq Alf's grounder.

BSWA awards

The prize-giving ceremony of
the Bangladesh Sports Writers'
Association (BSWA) will be
held on December 8 at  the

Enginecrs’ Institute audito-

rfum al 4 pm.
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas will Be the chiel guest

at the function while State
Minister for Youth and
Sadeq llossain will attend as a

special gueslL

~ The BWSA, in a press release,

requested the awardees for

1989 and 1990 to contact the

association office.

JU cricket

Sports Reporter
History Department -troun-
ced Department by
62 runs on second day ol

the inte cricket
championship of - the

Mir m_hnn-l"' ;

CHITTAGONG, Dec 1 :
Agrabad Nowjoan Club shared

oints with
pment Board (I'DU) RC
in the on maich of the

The rough and robust
match between them ended in
a goalless draw at the local
stadium here.

— Star photo

MANILA, Dec 1 : Indonesia’s
long reign as southeast Asia's

Late charg

Asian Games medal race here,
reports AFP.
The hosts lifted both the

tles, halved the first four
karate golds at stake with
Indonesia, shared one of two
cycling golds, and captured
the team win in the sport pis-
tol for women to come within

by golds, followed
Malaysia with 17, Singapore
and Burma with seven each,
and Vietnam with six. Laos and
Brunei have yet to collect any
medals,

Indonesia replied to the
Filipino challen

one cycling go
karate.

- Burma captured the day's
earliest gold when barefoot
walker MA Kyin Lwan upset
defending c Hasiati
Lawole and reset the
Indonesian's Games record in
the 10. kilometer walk

Dong also broke the exist-
ing South East Asian Games
recorded of 585 points set by
Philippino shooter Chona
Samaniego in Bangkok In
1985. |
Concepcion Samaniego also
surpassed Lhe old Sea Games
record with 587 points to take
the silver while Thailand's
Thiranum Jinda bagged the

Dang's efforts in the event also
gave Vielnam the gold medal
in the team event with a total
of 1,755 points, another im-
provemeni on the existing sea
games record.
The ladies :hn-nti;g teams
from Thailand and Philippines
ercd the silver the the
ronze medals with res
totals of 1,73] and 1.727.

MANILA, Dec 1|
takes a long
Southeast Asia's
athletes,

Winner of six medals,
Malaysia's "lron man” | lanapinh
Nasser still , runs and
heaves at 33, a full decade
after he won his [first de-
cathlon titke in the South East
Asian Gamcs. .

The Games' oldest swim-

: The sun
time to set for
champion

| mer, Singaporean Ang Teng

Siong, continues to st gold
at 29, wins the 50-mwire

| freestyle race at the current

16th Games in Manila.
Bull-necked Bancha
Supanros of Thailand still hurils
the shotl further than any man
in Southcast Asia. He is 33.
Only a shoulder pre-
vented 35- ine
muscleman Jaime Sebastian
from winning his 25th gold
medals last W

than discipline I.I'ﬂd
to endure the training
can -hwdenp.ﬂi ravages of
time.
“It's very difficalt to decide
whether to retire or net”,
Nasser said.

my blood. To

"Athletics is in
retire is like parting with
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Phi]ipﬁint

to

supporters after winning the women's 100 metres gold at
. the 16th South East Asian Games (SEA) in Manila on Nov
30. Lydia beat the favourite G. Shathi of Malaysia clocking

11:44. '
Thailand’'s Rampai Sriyai took
the gold in the individual
competition ol the sport pistol

finals, winning over Homectown
best Celina De Castro and

Indonesian Nuris Hchy

The team gold went to the

Philippincs with a total of*
1,689 points,

An earlicr AP report said,

‘Time stands still for them

someone you have loved all
your life...If 1 win anothcr
medal this ycars, I'll carry on.”

Nasser has won six medals,
four of them golds, since he
first represented Malaysia in
the 1981 decathlon.

Another Malaysian, Nordin
Jadi, who has won nine medals
in the 400 nxires since 1981,
said he would run for as long
as his lugs could carry him.

"The American hurdler
George Foster wun Lhe world
title in Tokyo Lhis ycar. He is
356. Il he can make it, why
should | quit? | still have two
or three years lelil,” Jadi said.

Bufilt like a sumo wrestler,
Thailand's Bancha clowned,
made [aces al Uw crowd and
flcxed his muscles like a boy
before throwing the shot 16.25
metres to win the gold medal

on Saturday.

It was a Gamcs record and
Bancha's fifth shot put title at
the biennial Ganwes.

- life, clocking

Mercado ran the race of her
11.44 second to
regain the title ol Southeast
Asia’'s fastest woman.

"l wanted to some-
thing to my people,” she said
in tears after her victory.

Some athletes say one rea-
son why veterans still domi-
nale the scene is because
their youthful counterparts are
seduced by the easy life which
disrupts their training, dulls
their motivation and eventually
drives them out of sport.

"The determination to tnk:[

hard work, | don't see that any
more,” Nasser said.
don't work to death.. because

things come quile easy for
them"

When kmm ‘
Nasser recalled, he it
difficult 1o get even a pair of
spikes for |

"An athlete know when |
it's time to quit”, he said,

"When you feel that there is
no motivation that you can get
[rem . then the time
has come. If you cannot follow
the training schedule, then you
should make a full stop.

“In athletics, you cannot
cheat . When you run,
you're against your-
sell because thal's the
encmy in athlctics...You
your enemy inside you."

. Deec 1: American
Todd Witsken

cluded B0 Miss World finalists
visiting South Alrica tried 10
cheer-Ferreira, the NMfth sevd,

Hindered all week by a sore
right knee, Ferreira took part
in some of the lournament's
most memorable matches. lHe
outlasted, compatriot Gary
Muller in a three ticbreaker
struggle to reach the semill-
nals, then led top seed Petr
Korda 7-6, 2-0 when the
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Witsken wins S Africa Open

Another winner ofl Fderreira's
scvond scrve gave Witsken the
break and the set in the ninth
game.

Ferreira regained control
carly in Lthe third set, breaki
Witshen in the first game
sciling the te with strong
bascline play. led 4-2
when Witsken seemed to in-
crease his intensity to win on
his serviee, thea break

Ferreira in the eighth game.

Witshen then held service
and oulgunned Ferreira, again
taking advantage of the South
Alrican s second serve, to win
he match.

The lournament was the
second In lwo weeks lo draw
top players to South Africa.

South Alrica was
- boycotted
sporting because of
apartheid, but sports barriers
:::l with recent po-

"1 know all the
that we can
and play tennis in
Alrica, "Witsken said during
post-match ceremonies.

are
conw
South



