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11 Soviet republics
to form own armies

KIEV, Soviet Union, Dec 1:
Eleven Soviet republics agreed
at a in Moscow on the
right 1o form their
armivs, Ukrainian Defence of-
ficials said on Saturday, re-
poris Reuter.

Ukrainian Defence Mintster
Konstantin Morozov and Vasily
Durdinets, Chairman of the
Ukraintan Parliament's secu-

and defence committee,

a news conlerence that
Soviel Defence Minister
Yevgeny Shaposhnikov also at-
tended the meeting,

Durdinets said the republics
approved a joint statement,
saying there was nothing to
slop any rcpublic setting up its
own armed forces in accor-
dance with what it called the
principles of collective secu-
' rity for a transitional period.

“This is the first official
documcent concerning the
right of all Soviet states to

create their own armed
forces,” he said.

Only Georgla did not attend
the mexting.

The Ukraine plans to set up
its own army and has begun
mobilising a scparate national

for internal security.

Morozov said,” It was very

Four Tamil
bases destroyed
in Lanka

COLOMBO, Dec 1 : Sccurity
forces destroyed four Tamil
rebel bases in eastern Sri
Lanka and found a large cache

and ammunition,

ol weapons
the military said today, rcports
Reuler

A spokesman said Lroops
hunting for rcbel camps in the
jungle in a weck-long opera-
lion destroyed four bases al
Thoppigala in Batlicaloa dis-
trict on Saturday.

Two soldiers were injured -

by two ex ns during the
ﬁs. The rcbels had already

'i"rwpn found rifle maga-

zines, grenade launchers,
mines, 40 bicycles and a large
stock nl' food at the camps.

own

hard o reach a mutually ac-
ceplable agreement on  this
very important subject.”

*“The right of republics to
sel up armed forces had always
exisled in theory but its real-
firmation at the meeting on
Thursday and Friday was polit-
ically significant”, he said.

"What is important herc is
the reaction ... of the leader-
ship of the former union to the
processes which are happen-
ing and their acceptance of
those processes”, he said.

Morozov and Durdinets said
the meeting's statement was
not legally binding but the
Ukraine intend to gct the state
council, the top execulive body
chaired by President Mikhail
Gorbachev, to endorse the
principle of separate armed

s.

Ukrainian volcrs are cx-
pected today to endorse com-
plete independence from
Moscow in a referendum defy-
ing warnings of catastrophc
from Gorbachev and leaving
unclear future rclations with

. the rest of the Sovict Union.

- When Parllament in Kicv
decided in principle last
month to set up a Ukrainian
army the West expressed con-
cern about control of nuclear
weapons and the risk of an
open fight over who should
control armed forces on
Ukrainian soil.

Morozov and Durdinets
indicated they belicved tLhe
Moscow meeting paved the
way for a political cment
on the long list of unresolved
defence questions including
the future structure of the

armwed forees conscription and
the defence budget.

Durdinets said the Ukraine
and the other republics agreed
that all questions of military
security should be decided in

line with Lhe Soviet Unidon's it
ternational obligations and

with legal norms.

”L‘. said Lthis formula meant
the Ukraine would nol takce
any unilateral decistons on de-

fenee withoul consulting other
rcpublics and Sovict central

authorities.

BRIERY

Sihanouk arrives in Thailand:

Prince Nordom Sihanouk, President of Cambodia's Suprcme

National Council (SNC), arrived Saturday at a military
in castern Thatland. a Thai official at the base said by

: AFP
telcphone, reports Sunday

airbasc

from Bongkok. t

arrived from Phnom Penh aboard a Thai military

aircrafl which landed at the navy's U-Tapao airbasc in eastern
Thailand at 4:27 pm local time (0927 GMT).

The Prince was driven immediately to the scaside resort of
Pattaya.

In Pattaya, he will meet with Khmer Rouge leaders Khicu

and Son Sen, who were atlacked Wednesday by an

angry mob in Phnom Penh and forced to flee back to Thailand
hours afier their arrival in the Cambodian capital.

Saddam holds talks with Kurds :

Iragl President Saddam Hussein on Saturday had talks with
Kurdish rebel leader Massoud Barzani on ways of sccuring
aylonomy for Kurds in northern Iraq, the official INA news
agency reported, says AFP Sunday from Dagdad.

Barzani arrived Friday in Baghdad afllcr a four-month ab-
sence and had talks with key government oflicials.

Ilis talks with Hussein were also attended by the Vicc
President of the ruling Revolutionary Command Council, lzzal
ibrahim, Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz and Defence
Minisicr Al Hassan Al-Majid, INA said.

Move to settle homeless Nepalese:

The Ncpalese government has formed a  high-level
commission to tackle the problems of Nepal's homeless

peoplc, state radio anndunced Saturday, reports AFP Sunday
from Kethmandu.
A senior from the Forestry, Environment and

_ people and scttle them in a planncd
implement the decision taken by the rmment
gove

The genuine sufllerers will be provided land, he added.
1o be chaired by Minister for Housing and
Bahadur Rai, and will include

official
muﬂ: Ministry said The 21-member commission will
genuine landless
manncr

£

zm. “;:":rhl": Environment and Agriculture
Anti-AIDS militants t candles:

les ncar the foot of
the Tower in Paris on Saturday at the start of World
AIDS Day as a sign of hope for a breakthrough in rescarch o
curb the spread of the disease, reports Reuter Sunday from

recalling that more than 8,500
ml:’rmh-dihd-nhrnfmm (Acquired Immune
Syndrome)

A lurther 16,000 have the discasc and 70,000 have been
diagnosed as being infected with the hiv virus which leads to
it. Doctors believe a further 1,.30.000 are |1IV-positive with-
oul Lheir

Marches and

on Sunday o

_ eventis are schoeduled around France
World AIDS Day.

Mu“mhnﬂﬂqiﬂmﬂ&
van cellided with a lorry in

Times rcported,

11

Eleven
's Perak staic,
rcports Rcuter Sunday

; ' in
October.
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during the Together for Peace Foundation awards ceremony, an award given to those who

worked for peace in the world. Queen Noor is one of the awardee.

— AFP/UNB photo

Khmer Rouge
leaders offered
protection

BANGKOK, Dec 1: Khmer
Rouge lcaders have agreed to
relurn o Cambodia’'s capital
after the  government
promised to provide beticr
protection against demonstra-
tors, national reconciliation
lecader - Prince Norodom
Sihanouk says, reports AP.

The announcement eased
widespread worries that the
recent attack by an angry mob
on the Khmer leaders
may have indefinitely stalled a
plan o end the country's
nearly 13 years of civil war.

The attack on Wednesday

bloodiecd Khmer Rouge
President Khicu Samphan and

sent him and his Delence
Minister Son Sen flecing-from
Phnom Penh just hours aflter
they returned from exile to
participate in peace efflorts,

Before they signed a UN-
brokered peace treaty October
23, Phnom Penh's
Vietnamese-installed rn-
ment had fought the
Communist Khmer Rouge and
two non-Communist gucrrilla
allies. The Khmer Rouge, now
the largest rrilla group, is
widely hated by Cambodians
for killing hundreds of thou-
sands of people while it held
power in 1975-78.

. Crackdown on PPP activists deplored

Police raid illegal factory in
- Karachi : 200 bombs found

KARACHI, Dec 1: Pakistani
police found 200 crude bombs
and bomb-making equipment
when they raided an illegal fac-
tory in the commercial capital
Karachi, a government official
said today, reports Reuter.

Two people were arrested

in Saturday's raid and a third

was caught trying to transport
some of the bombs in a car.

An explosives expert said
the bo were small but
zl‘n-: weighed up to 10 kg (22

The discovery came during
a crackdown on supporters of
opposilion leader DBenazir
Bhutto in Sind province, of
which Karachi is the capital.

Police said they believed
the bombs were 1o be sold o
the banned Al-Zulfikar guerilla
group which the Sind govern-
ment says has links with
Bhutlo's Pakistan People's
Party. The party denics any
connection.

Al-Zulfikar was blamed in
October for Feru car bomb
blasts oulside governmcnt
buildings in Karachi in which
five people dicd.

A strike called by Pakistan

opposilion Ileader Denazir
Biuun in Sind Saturday to
protesi an al government
crackdown on drew
a mixed response ing
ethnic polarization in the
province, AFT adds.

The strike was effective in
gural areas while life in main

urban centres remained largely
unruffled, political and other '
sources said. .

Bhutto claimed the prolest
had been successful, but the
provincial government said,
the pcople had "ignored™ her
call.

Traffic flow was thin on
highways, but public transport
in cities and towns showed lit-
tle impact of the protest, re-
ports said.

On Thursday, Bhutto said
more than 2,000 workers or
her Pakistan People’'s Party

(PI’") had been thrown into
jails in "mass victimization" or-
ganiscd by Sind Chicl Minister
Jam Sadiq All.

The Chiefl Minisler has said
the administration hagd
rounded up only 318 peo-
ple. whom he ﬁubhed as
Indtan-trained’ terrorists be-
longing to the Al-Zulfikar Or-
ganization (AZO). _

He has accused Bhutto of
being the operational chiefl of
AZO which, he said, has 6,000

agents operating in Sind.

Teheran to host talks

with Mujahideen

KABUL, Dec 1 : lranians
planning to host another con-
ference with mujahideen and
Pakistan in a bid to bring the
resistance closcer before a Jan-
uary | arms cutl deadline by
the superpowers, diplomats
said loday, reports AFP.

The Lripartite talks will be
held before the weapons sup-
plies are stopped by Washing-
ton and Moscow Lo all sides in
the Afghan conflict, the diplo-
mats here said, adding Lthal Lhe
conference aimed to help Lhe
mujahidern come closer.

*The conference dates have
not yet been fixed, but it will
be held very soon,” an Iranian

diplomat said. le said he could

not say il all mujahideen lead-
ers would participate.

Nine relatively modcrate
rebel groups are based in Iran,
home to more than two million
Alfghan war refugees, and a
scven-party rebel alliance is
operaling out of Pakistan,
where three million refugees
have taken shelter since war
flared in Afghanistan 13 years

ago.

The Soviel-backed govern-
ment of President Najibullah
will not be participating in the
tripartite conference, the sec-
ond to be held in Tehran since
Scptcmber 1991, the diplo-
mats said.

WASHINGTON, Dec 1: The
chiel of the Central Inte-
lligence Agency (CIA) belicves
Mikhafl Gorbachev will be
forced from power in the
the end of this
year, US news and world re-
port magazine sald on

Gorbachev will be
power by year-end: CIA chief

"To push maticrs in Lthis di-
rection would mean heading
for disaster — for the union,

forced from |

for the Ukraine itself, for

Russia for Europe and the
world.”
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MANILA: House Speaker

Ramon Mitra accompanied by
after

........
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his wife Cecille, wave hands to his
:Iinchi: the Philippine ruling party's presidential

nomi in & ballot marred by charges of rigging and
violence. The beat former Defence Fidel
Ramos by 2.062 votes to 1.613. — photo

PPP rallies in which hun-
dreds participated were held
at Multan, Punjab and at Pe-
shawar in North West Frontier
Province to condemn the al-
leged jailing of compatriots in
Bhutto's home province, re-
ports said.

Political commentators said
the strike heightened bitter-
ness between the authorities
and the opposition as well as
widening the breach between
Urdu-speaking Mohafirs and
Sinds natve Sindhi cemmunity
in Sind.

Add a press confer-
ence here, Bhutto said the re-
sponsc was positive, encourag-
ing and very good from the
small town and villages of
Sind:

Arafat in

Cairo

CAIRO, Dec 1 : Palestinian
leader Yasscer Arafat arrived in
Cairo today for talks with
Egyptian DPresident Hosni

Mubarak in the run-up to the
resumption of Hh:ldr: Easl
peace talks in Washington, rec-
ports Reuter.

Arafat, Chairman of Lhe
Palestine Liberation Organisa-
tion (PLO) was mel at the air-
port by Mubarak's political ad-
viser, Osama Baz, but said
nothing to waiting reporters.
Official sources said he would
meet Mubarak this morning.

It was Arala(’s second visit
to Egypt since Arab dclega-
tions, including a joint Pales-
tinfan-Jordanian team, opecned
direct talks with Israel in
Madrid a month agp.

Relations between Egypt
and the PLO were badly
strained by Aralat's support for
Iraq in the Gulf war bul the
two sides have been working
closcly together since Arab
leaders started preparing for
the Madrid conlerence.,

Known PLO members are
excluded from the delcgalion
sit at the table with lsrucl.
But the PLO has been inti-
mately involved in planning
the Palestinian negotialing
strategy and PLO members
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Passengers now take
conirol of planes

MOSCOW: Angry air passengers took control of
and airstrips at a Moscow airport late Friday when their

%nu were delayed, Tass news agency reported, reports

Heavy fog over the Soviet capital had aggravated the
usual delay for domestic F;IlttﬂﬂlWﬂrﬂ
fuel, as a result of which some 5,000 passengers were
stranded al Domodyedovo airport which serves Central Asia
and Siberia.

A lack of compulerised planning coupled with the distance
of the airport from Moscow city — about 60 kilometres (40
miles)] — obliged the passengers to stay at the scene in wait
for their Mlighits in extremely poor conditions.

Meanwhile hundreds of other passengers were stranded at
another Moscow airport, Vunkovo, also because of fog and
lack of aircrafi fuel, while waiting for flights to Ukraine and
the Caucasus, Tass said.

It quoted the Soviel Aviation Ministry as saying that fuel
supplies for airport were dwindling daily.

Air travel used (o be relatively popular in the Soviet Unfon.

They need iron-clad assurances

PATTAYA: Khmer Rouge kaders, who ' fled Phriom Penh
for their lives earlier this weck, told Prince Noredom
Sihanouk here Saturday they would not go back 4o the Cambo-
dian capital unless they re-
ceived ironclad assurances
for their safety from the |
government, Khmer Rouge
officials said, reports AFP. -

The Khmer Rouge's titu-
lar leader Khicu Samphan =
and guerilla chiel Son Sen,
the faction's representatives |
on the Supreme National °
Council [SNC), Cambodia's
reconciliation body, were
attacked on Wednesday in
the Cambodian capital by an |
angry mob.

The attack was in retalia-
tion for the deaths of over
one million Cambodians in
extermination campaigns |
during the 1975-79 Khmer
Rouge rule over their
southeast Asian country.

Officials of the ulira-
Marxist faction, the
strongest to have fought
Phnom Penh's Vietnam- |
installed government in the
Cambodian civil war, said Khicu Samphan and Son Sen told
Prince Sihanouk they would sec whal assurances the Phnom
Penh government would offer during an upcoming meeting of
the council in this Thai scasidc resort.

22,000 S patienits
in alone?

BANGALORE: Over 22,000 persons could be suffering
from AIDS in Bangalore city, which has a population of 40
lakh, going by the national average AIDS occurrence rate of
5.7 per 1000 popyplation, Karnataka government health offi-
cial Dr R Rudrappa said Saturday, rcports PTI.

Speaking to newsmen here along with representatives of
scveral voluntary o tions in connection with World AIDS
Day, he said 184 cases had so far been proved sero-positive in
the state and of them five had diced.

Dr Rudrappa, who is Joint Director [communicable dis-
eases), said blood transfusion was the most important factor
in the spread of AIDS in India and the five AIDS surveillance
cells in the state had been asked to screen blood samples
from all bloed banks.

He said more awareness was required to check the spread
of AIDS in India.

| Police seal off ROK varsity

campus to block rally

SEOUL, Dec 1 : Thousands
of riot police cordoned eoll
Yonsei University on Sunday to
block a rally sponsored by
more than a dozen national
dissident groups trying to form
an anti- rnment alliance,

About 2,000 police backed
up armoured tear gas
launchers encircled the cam-
pus in western Seoul overnight
to prevent thousands of dissi-

| dents from atlending a mass

rally on Sunday.

Police said the rally by stu-
dents, workers, farmers, Bud-
dhists and eight municipal and
provincial organizations was

Some 4,000 students and
dissidents who had sneaked
onto the campus carlier said
the new National Alllance for
Democracy and Unification
would be Inauguraled as
scheduled.

A staicment said the coali-
tion consisted ol "democratic

were active behind the scencs forces” which would unite o

Togo

elect a popular government in

next year's parliamentary and
pres tial elections.

"We need a unified national
organization lo attain that

," a sltalemenl said. The al-
jance would be the largest of
its kind set up since of
the peninsula in 1945, i} Said.

The statement also said or-
ganizers would play a major
role in unifying opposition
candidales for the 1992 clec-
tions, a premise which could
prove di It in an opposition
camp already wrangling over
leadership.

Students am:u;‘wiu'l :l:hc
guarded gales to sprawling
cam l,pl‘u]ut armed with
ahhﬂ:. tear gus imasks and ba-
tons were deployed in alley-
ways and sirecis lo prevent
outsiders from entering.

The leadership of the new
alliance was to include the Rev.
Moon lk-hwan, a dissident
clergyman in jail on charges of
ille visiling North Korea

Ko Kwang-sok, chairman
of the smaller National Dissi-
dent Alllance. )

rebels resume siege of

Prime Minister's residence

LOME, Dec | : Troops Lry-
ing to oust Togo's inlerim gov-
ernment resumed their siege
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station, repcating commu-
niques demanding dissolution
of the government and threai-
ening viclence against any
popular resistance. Al least one
tank guarded the radio build-

The criais is Lhe lalest in a
series of clashes between the
army and the governmeni, to
which a national pro-democ-
racy conference In August
handed most of Eyadema's
powers afller he had contrulled
the West African country for
more than 20 years.

It began when seldiers

the radio sia-
nesday and esca-
a Mull attempt
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international airport and the
land border with Ghana were
reopened briefly and local and
international telephone links
were resiored alter a total
blackout.

But soldiers later said the
borders and



