what the Bush administration
might do next to support the democratic rights
ol the people of what was, until recently, one of

The protest rallics, held in Banghkok last
week, which, according to onc report, had

Qo the staunchest allies of Washington. drawn as many as 100,000 10 one nweting, have
Minister for Phn'“n‘ M Zahiruddin Khan the wishes of their own peoples. On the other hand, it did not lake long for  apparently put the military on the defensive. In the

spoke for a cross section of experts in the coun- In this respect, Zaire in Alrica and Borma in  the media and political circles in Thafland 0 the original draft constitution. 270 members of . as the

ury when, on Saturday, he emphasitsed the need Asia would top the category. And. sadly cnough, realise that the charges of corruption against the Lhe Senate, all appointed by 1he military, had scrve as a wailch-dog over the clected lower
for the mechanism which Thailand now figures promincnily on the lst Chatichal administratton scrved as no more than  the right o vote on Lthe sclection of the prime house.

he as "l ", lac in well- like a close sceond to Burma in this roegion. a cover lor imposing on the country a minisier, a with frecly -ecleciod 360-member In l'l;l: @ scenario, Gen. Suchinda may alse
defined mte[hl and ta . In pasi, we It s all very sad — and puradoxieal. Aflcr all,  constitution that is far more autherilarian and lower house. - muﬂ dralt giu: gave other mﬂ-ﬂy -l:ll:hu. instead of i-nh:::n:r as
have heard such rom non-oflicial circles | here's a country which, endowed with a vibrant undemocratic than n;? previous m; and, ﬂ:llylr: powers 1o the Wﬂ“ﬂﬁ placing it on the “_th: Ister ‘“‘M' . h‘::

3 o ivil  for the jo : the a icf, same as T 2 " army may ”

ghe. b Row. have leamt fo sccept that while | swwseny; has bess fuiochy e b b S U eumption of pover by the sy ol s eotng e e e b s e ey ey A o e by
thetr sound well and read even better in which have caused havoc in many Astan Minister, without of coursc running in the army-dominaied National Legislative Assembly government,-and thus allow the heat to be off
uu:nper headlines, their impact on the corri- countries, especially in this region. At first — S before he steps orward as a new “strong man” of
dor remains only marginal. Credit goes th.mmmﬂltthlhﬂlh*. = LI ALY ————— Thalland. The present Prime Minister Anand
to Mr for seeing the situation from a per- m.‘ growth of Thutland in all different Panyarachun, a formcr diplomat technocrat, fs

spective that often escé the attention of gov-
ernment leaders. What Pl'f: Minister for Planning
will now do to put his ideas Into practice, espe-

:

including — rather especially — in its

new drafl . constitution, f

clection. (The

the L fadlure of the o , would allow a head of the government  have -
ﬁn?‘“m'“"t:‘““dm"l“h“m “m.m““:mmmwmu s apdioh g o o ol el Ao of the annual . Another scenario suggests that the current |
M GNOUNEL TORLLET. AL LM BIRGE. e | o e o T anthes aiedated o o the practice fn the last vonstitution, an  [lowever, the te is stll left with wide pro-democracy agitation will be gatning

need not assume that his mm will cause any — middle class and makcs the government ac unheard-of procedure i a so-called demoeratic  powers In other arcas, giving the student Increased momentum in wereks, almost
or much — disappointment: countable to a freely-clccied parliament. country ) community, the academic cireles and the media in a revival of the 1973 upsurge. If this happens,

m‘f“l the subject in a historical context, the Since 1932 when an uprising by young army Whatever may be (he feelings of the Thals  strong enough reasons 0 continue with thefr  no one can dismiss the possibility that the .
role phnnl and of the two entities — the oflicers led to the replacement ute aboutl General Suchinda's personal ambitions — igfilation. : tion may turn violent lﬂd the army
Ministry and the Planning Commission — have by a constitutional onc, the military they are unlikely to be complmentary — i is the moddling with the country's destiny.

Under the draft constitutivn and a new
cloction law, national polls would be held in
April, thus Thailand five crucial months
work out its politfcal destiny. “

Here, @ number of possiblic scenarios are
buing closcly studicd by exports in Banghkok.

licre, a number of possible scenarios are

drafl of a new constilution, drawn up by army-

authors, which has cvoked some of
the loudest and angricst prolcsits scen in the
Thal capital in recent years, nol sinee 1973
when a massive uprising, led by the students of
the Thamasaat Untversily, had kd 10 the fall of
the government of Ficld Marshal Thanom

The two scenarios o promises of victory
for Lhe forces, a limited one in

pro-democracy
the first case and a far-reaching, drashatie one in
any decgree of ceriainty, that the current
movement against the draft constitution will not
suddenly fizzle out, icaving the student
community, the modia and other protesiers out

If this happens, the blame will largely e with

rgone several ups and downs, raising doubts
aboul their uselulness in our present-day eco-
nomic scene. While many of these doubts have
now been removed, there still exists a miscon-
ception in some minds that with the country in-
crea its commitment to .prlvatlsalm in trade
and stry. the role of planning as such has
been marginalised. The discussion held at the
"Media Round Table”, organised by The Daily Star

generals — thus revealing personal
ambitions and hidden 1cnsion which lie un-

last month, greatly helped in remov this | derneath what often looks like a well- political parties which, over the years, have
mhundemlungmg, {n this context, the M ter | disciplined army. " :M:M'I H:ﬁ :cr" power base in the
himself rightly made the case In favour of a With every take-over, the army has tightenc promot socio-economic

:

programmes. Being csscntially Bangkok-based,
revolving around old and tired politiclans, these
partics are political organisations only in name,
with Mlttle to offer the -people -ngh'n‘ even
remotcly resembling an agenda political

stability and economic

grip over the powcer structure, ofien
a new conslitution on the country thal

is more authoritarian than the last one.
Does the present crisis, triggered off by the
bloodless army coup in Fcbruary againgt the
civilian government of Primc¢ Minister Chatichai

‘meticulous formulation” of a development plan,
without which there would not be proper utilisa-
tion of the country's limited resources. Other. ex-
rts stressed that It was Iimportant [for
ngladesh to initiate "supportive intervention

policies” to promote the growth of the private Choonahavan, fall into thc cstablished pattern? i, te
sector, as had been done in such countries as | Yes. but only partly. o dr' o S—_—
Japan, South Korea and Malaysia, provided they In the first . the widcly-accepted mnd- e mh '
were not restrictive and mﬁulalury in character. charges of corruption against the deposed Prln: :h th which, *
In.the case of Bar adesh or any olher ]_DC_ the Minister — the mmwntl has now scize ixtics, 0

govc
nearly $24 million in asscis from Mr Chatichal —

relates Lo such [ields provided the coup with a littic popular appeal

amily planning and re-

additional need [or plann
as education, health care,

parliamentarians and tion of the Thatland,
duction of poverty, where non-governmental or- ::E SETCRTIRNS Otherwise, the political vacuum will continue
ganisations (NGOs) should start playing an in- However, this mood of limited approval indclinitely, ng one afier
creasingly important role, in co-operation with another to army o play the of a:

ickly disappearcd, cspecially after United
g:.'-u- administration dcnounced the coup,

suspending its aid and preferential trade ties
with Bangkok. This sent alarm signals through
the business community of Thailand, which was

{ agencies.

By now, Mr Khan must have developed
ideas as (0 how the p ‘mechanism should
be We hope, his ideas focus on the
need for inter-action between his Ministry and

“saviour” of the country on its own terms.

(The second and article of the
series will appear later this week.)
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acy rally heid in Bangkok last

his own e S o

A view of a pro-demecr

week.

it oo e pe o 0 | A =aTmR (Global Real Politik Prods Vietnam e s cvame

fo promote a continuous dialogue with the private | °mship with their northern cconomy is still growing de-

neighbour China as thcy waich | s spite its entrenched idcologi-
S i, DRl bl 1 ol metiopoltan | P A U Closer to Arch-enemy China DT e
for a similar dialogue with the academic circles.

the media and the special Interest lobbies. There
are also no reasons why the Ministry of Phnﬂ
cannol make ils own moves (o engage
tohpeph_m.luun groups In this exercise, in the hope
. inputs too would help In the level of

mng and even de-politicise, perhaps In a
d way, our overa ngproach to economic
development. To make such dialogues useful, it
would be important, indeed essential, to put
them in a well-deflined framework, instead of

them as on-and-ofl public relations exer-
‘Cises. I Mr Khan can move in this direction, he
will earn the goodwill of patriotic sections of our

people — and most certainly of this paper.

An Example and
a Warning

The sentencing to death of human beings is
never something that can cause satisfaction. In
any civilised society, one cannot but wonder why
must{ Individual lives be taken away, ceremoni-
ously by the state, instiead of finding some other
ways to deal with problems of law and order. That
we still have to impose capital punishment on
our citizens stands as a supreme thqady. not only
because our judicial system has failed to inject a
greater sense of humanity into itselfl, but also be-
cause we, as a nation, have yet to develop to a
me where gruesome murders, such as those of

fya Islam, Sagera Morshed, Sharmin Akhter
Rima to name but a few, are an aberration.

Unfortunately, violent mugflngs and murders
are no strangers to our daily life. Every moming
on the front pages of national newspapers we
read reporis of some act of brutality or other
committed by men on fellow men or women (is it
really a coincidence that virtually

give birth to

roblems, but those societies invariably

even
many
equip
tions that are humane and just. But we seem to be
heading down a one-way street, which leads
nowhere but to jungle of lawlessness where one's
life 18 worth no more than the watch one is

m%:nd there is no one to protect either the
life or

watch.
In this grim context,.the sentencing to death
lasll Saturday of five men for the mur-
ahiya Islam, comes as a strange i in
Light, because it stands u“ft: ex-
and g to all those mu up and
this country who think nothing of
shooting helpless men and women for the sake
| ew hundreti takas. But also strange, because,
while we wish to applaud the judgement, our
sense d'trlmnp]: ll:;:mted by two fgi'. ﬂ?:sl lhilll
more € now got to die, people
ydm of crimes, butﬂ?ehumnnge-
all the same: second, the Mahiya trial was an
because hundreds of other cases of
mul_Fh'np and murders are still unresolved.
ow many of the other cases reached the
courts? How trials do we hear about? What
happened to the Sagera Morshed murder case?
can we not pursue all those cases with the
same kind of speed and eflic as we showed
in the case of the Mahtya murd =
Yes, we shall be euphoric and tri {, but
‘when we learn that the "example” set the
t on the Mahtya case was not for
» but also for-the law enforcement agen-
and the judictal process. Crhnlnalsmb:
Judge said. But we also say, police-
also take note that dispensation of justice is
in Bangladesh, because you have just

it. W
mm.éei;p:ctwafamjuﬂmMm
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emselves with the means to find solu-

“There are very few who
believe anymore that the Marx-
ist-Leninist road will really
lead to a worker's paradisc, so
what is left is party-to-party
relatjions,” says a Canadian
diplomat with long Indochina
“”hm (

Western diplomats fcar that
Vietnam's historical encmy in

is ready to reciprocate
with trade and political en-
couragement that will
strengthen Hanoi's one-party
syslem.

They say there is a great
danger of Vietnam assuming a
hardline position that gives
secondary consideralions to
democratisation and human
rights. _

Both countries have similar
authoriiarian traditions that
began with all powerful em-
perors and evolved
authoritarian Marxism. “In the
past, we gave shared a
common point of view,” says
Tran Cong Man, a rétired
General and a scnior
Vietnamese party official. "Our
internal political situations

:

\"ietnl.:;:'l drawn-oul pro-
cess of normalisation of rela-
the United States

only be adding to the like-

lihood of Hanot and Beijing so-

lidifying their relations. "If the

Sir, Of late, while | was
browsing among the letters in
your letters column my atten-
tion was drawn to a brief letter
captioned * t in Disor-
der” by Mr. K S Nazmul Hasan.
Since then | was thinking on it
and scarched for a remedy
with my disjointed thoughts.
Thanks to Mr. Nazmul for
wriling on suchs a' thought
provoking topic. Who was this
‘I" ' ? It's nét the author
himsclf. It can he — a
scer like Ticresias k God

consciousness. tual dry-
ness is our very
and there is no of

death heralds no resurrection.

Mr Nazmul made a satire of
our present socicly which

aside and back a United Na-
tions peace plan for thal coun-
try duc to be signced this
month in Paris.

Westegn diplomats say the
two countinics are secking lo
assert Lheir good intentions in
Asia as bolh the Soviet Union
and the United States rein in
some ol their interests.

Victnam and China have a
greal dcal in common cultur-
ally and philosophically. Until a

For over a year, China
and Vietnam have met
behind closed doors to
work out a new relation-
ship. Diplomats fear
Vietnam will become
hardline and trade hu-

man rights for ideology

fcw hundred ycars
ago,Victnam uscd the Chinese
language and maintained simi-
lar royal courts. China held
away over Vielnam's military
and forcign aflairs for almost
1000 years until 938 AD.

both admire and are
afraid of the Chinesc system,"
says Russian diplomat Igor
Novikov. “The Chinese tried
again and again to assimilate
the Vietnamese."

Another [actor pushing
Vietnam closer to China is the
fecling in the top political cir-
cles re that Moscow has
failed them. For decades, the
Soviet Union acted as a big
political brother to Vietnamese
Communists.

"Russia never understood
Vietnam,"- says Mr Novikov.
"We should have helped them
develop their export potential
and consumcr goods.”

Philip Gorton writes from Hanoi

But this, year, the Soviet
Union abruptlly ecnded most of
ils trade with Vietnam, and is
now threalcning to abandon
the country pelitically as well.

"We are surprised that their
CommunisL Party is being dis-
solved with such speed” says
Gen. Tran Cong Man. “Of
coursc, Vicinam did not want
this, but we accept it and have
to live with it.®

Just as Moscow was once
the centre of the international
communist world, Deijing has
today inherited the role, say
Asian-bascd diplomats.

Communist officials here,
who were initially shocked and
muted when they learned of
major scibacks to their ideol-
ogy in thc Soviet Union, have
begun scrambling to guard
against Lhc possibility that
similar cvents might overtake
their own Communist Party.

“They called us for a special
mecting to say. they were dis-
appointed with events in the
Soviet Union,” says a young ho-
tel worker who had been re-
quircd lo attend a special
seminar. "But they said they
will make sure the same thing
docs not happen here.” .

The remnants of authoritar-
ianism in Vietnam have bound
party officials together in their
determination to keep democ-

_racy al bay, Bul the average

man'’s life in Vietham is domi-
nated by a very strong prag-
matism. '

“In the day they are pcas-

~ants and businessmen,” says:

Igor Novikov: *“They think
nothing of ideology. They are

‘like China, but morc ad-

vanced.”
Even the government has

looks much like the wasicland
of T 8 Elfot. Our socicty now
nceds crucifixion and only
then there will be resurrec-
tion. The write up said lttlc
but implied so mueh viz, there
was indication of the terror of
life - fts hypocrisy, emptiness,
its loneliness and irrational
apprehension as well as its
misuse. [t contained deliber-

: nl‘.:z horrible scene of our lust,
A

rther cxpression of the
scase, ol nothingness and
meaninglessness is defended
alongwith a mood of social
futility and inadequacy that
haunts a good soul. *I" the
good soul moves unhappy not
really at home or equipped to
fight the awkwardness and
fruitlessness of sotiety in
which he is condemned to five.
He is haunted not only by a
knowledge of the pettiness
and triviality of the socicty but
he had a vision of lifc more
real and beautiful. He sceks the
dchﬂi'. But could not find it
He long since strayed from
the reality to the artificial and
barrén existence in which he
now suffocates as in WB Yeats'
words:
"and everywhere — /The

cercmony of innocence (s
drowned/The best lack all
conviction while the worst/Are
fiill of passionate intensity.”
This 1s the outcome of “all
our scientific democratic fact

finding heterogencous civiliza-

tion.” The remedy willed but
never achicved. There s des-
peralc altempt at ordering the
chaos but is breaks into pieces.
Ulfat A. Wasim

Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka.

Canal digging

Sir, Canal digging pro-
gramme has started again in
the country, The programme
bears merit. It can,
on one , help
agricultural production
through ensuring frrigation fa-
cilities in dry season

‘begun to stress Marxist-Lenin-
ist theories less and lcss. But
"there remains a danger of
Vietnam becoming hardlinc
and trading human rights for
idcology,” according 1o a

A rench diplomat. s
‘ ile also noted that there are
examples of suc-
cessful Asjan democracy for
Vietnam te follow. “Many other
regionnl powers have a one
party \system cloaked in what
they call. pluralism.” the

lew shining

Vietnam s bringing them
closer. The two countrics have
donc a border trade In u
wards of USS$1 billion over
last three years. :
In contrast, l?::t tl:
plummcted to per
ﬂﬁ.lmhﬁ-hﬂd
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- Of Campus, Violence and Politics

The Dhaka University cam-
pus has come to be hot again
after lull for a month. It flared
suddenly on November 27 just
when the university authority
was in a meeting to discuss vi-
olence on the campus. The
new flare-up comes just one
month after five men were
killed and ten injured sesiously
in the Chhatra League and
Chhatra Dal clashes. The inci-
dent was so gruesome and
tragic that it sparked off in-
stant and angry protests all
over. Our heads hung in shame
as we saw our political leaders
cach rushing to see only
his/her own sts among
the injured or dead. University
teachers at once went on
strike which continued ever
since, In the face of such angry
reactions' from all quarters, it
was hoped that violence on the
campus would die down. Now
it seems violence has come to
stay there and our politicians
are unable to contain it.

Viclence remains despite
everything said and done
against it. In fact, the campus
has turned frito a battle ground

for the ruling and the opposi-

tion political parties with their
student fronts fighting, appar-
ently without any serious
cause. Much of what i{s going
wrong today on our campus
could be due L0 the manner in
which our politics has been
functioning. The bottomline
today is that our national poli-
tics is being embarrassed by
our politiclans.

Of late, Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia's sensing and dis-
closure of a deep-rooted con-
spiracy behind campus vio-
lence has introduced a -new

dimension to this crisis.-

Addressing the Khulna
University's academic fnaugu-
ration on November 26, she
repeated her government's re-
solve to curb viclence on the
campus. But she could not do
it on mere assumptions, She
has to be sure about the real

| cause before she hopes to cure

the malady. I conspiracy fs re-
ally the cause, let the conspira-
tors, irrespective of Lheir affili-
ations, be known to the public
before being brought 0 book
with peopic's co-operation. We
can assume whal is conspiracy
but we can't suspect who the

conspirators be. What do
they want to gain by keeping

our universities and dther
scats of learning behind
schedule? We only . Lhis

could be the result of some
foolish lackeys playing un-
hwmh?hehnﬁnfnur

A R Sharif

enemics, who might be plan-
ning to cmasculate us as a na-
tion. In that case we must deal
with them firmly. It necds
courage and commitment —
both administrative and idco-
logical. Do our government, or
for that matter political lead-
ers, have both? We don't ques-
tion their sincerity but we
doubt f they have the courage
to call a spade a spade, and
then weed the evil out politi-
cally, and legally of courfe. The
government must allow law to
bite when it must. Campus
should not be above the law.
How funny it looks when
armed ‘criminals’ chase each
other, the police only remain
watching nearby and do not, or
not being allowed to, act upon.
Lack of action so long has lct
violence only to spread beyond
the campus. Our roads, rails
and highways are anything but
safe. Uprooling rail lines and
blocking highways stopping
the nation's communication
network on Nov 25 and 26 last
seemcd to be bad symptoms of
a worsi malady.

We have been watching with
interest and anxiety how poli-
tics of our age and clime has
lost its high pedigree and tra-
dition. Politics down the ages
remained an instrument of
human welfare, both in re-
gional and global contexts.
Unlortunatcly for some Third
World countries including
ours, il degenerated into an
Anstrument of exploitation and
sell-aggrandisement. It has
even made some of our politi-
clans (o play double standards
and act according to the rules
of expediergy. They condemn
killings while abetting the
killers in the same breath. Dr
Milon's gunning down on Nov
27 last ycar has not surprised
us. But his killers still remain-
ing al large has stopped our

tion.

It is height of hypocrisy. We
think, campus violence grows
nol from the politics, of either
the students or the polili-
cians, but from the politictans’
belief that they can't do with-
out students’ back up support.
That's why student fronis ke

Chhatra League and Chhatra
Dal or Chhatra Shibir on our

campus are today synonyms for

Awami League and Bangladesh
Nationalist Party or Jamaal-c-
Islami. Political fes must

rcalise that politics in an arena
where one not antagonisc
arc fod-

the people. Our
up with campus . They

commitiee,
political parties must net
wasie moments to adopt a
united ]

violence.

its sense of

hosiage in IIIMMH' violent
criminals. Our leaders could
only prefer to

no more want to sce their
wards retu home dcad or
wounded. Some of our politi-
cians for a while may ignore
the agony of bereaved parents;
may be for the fact that their
own sons or lers arc
gelting education . But
they cannot escape the conse-
quences of antagonising the
pcople. They must give up
abusing the country's student
force 'I"Ly gain th::o ‘selfish’
cnds. must get to-
gcther (o agree to give up their
student fronts and disown
their musclemen on the cam-
pus. It requires a leader to be
confident enough about his/
her party’s sincerity regarding
itls commitment to the welfare

of the people, more than the

wellare of the partymen. This
confidence should be genuine

and only then a political party

could gain strength enough to
stand on its own without any
back up support from others.

The then British prime
minister Mr Gladstone is on
record for his famous theory
that "Every succcssful prime

has to

minister knows that he
be a good butcher.” Of course,

he meant sacking anyonc

blocking his actions and re-
forms. Our leaders need 1o
butcher their egos first before
doing this exercise on others.
What prevents them to shed
their complex and nearcr
to cach other
something good for the peo-
ple? :
ist by intellectualis
politics rather than
a crude

‘Do
de

way ﬁ mutual tolerance

or doing

They must learn to co-ex-

Lo
approach.
realise that rcal

they
will remain a
if

the two main

is now

indifferent to Lhis shameful




