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ng to the endless number of pre-

Got
wedding and post wedding functions in Dhaka,
not ntion the wedding

to me
more than enough

that haunts you
That not blaring

selfl conscious.

A feature of this 'video mania’ s that
Inl&mlﬂu vidéo camera being for

function it is the function for

tertaining

the ceremony
stage had been so
tastefully dec-
orated was quite
dark, the func-
tion having start-
ed at dusk. The
reason for this, 1
latcr found out,
was that the vid-
eo camera's light
would be enough
to light the place.
In any case it did
not maititer
whether the
guests could not
sce each other as
long as the video

camera saw them | So with aboul a hundred
guests craning their necks to see whal was
going on at the bridal stage, the video camcra
man and his lighting assistant went on
ne's view and mak-
-up melt becausc of
the scorching heat from the light |

Another curious idiosyncrasy the video
camera men has acquired over the years
flim people when they are eatin

'videoing', blocking eve
ing the poor. bride's

overpiled plate of biryari, the
is u

Deputy Leader i
Parliament Prof AQM
Badruddoza Chowdhury

Sunday wurged for creating

awarcness among the le
1mwm

Lo
a discase, in the coun-
try, reports UNB.

“There is no reason to think
thal we are sale... Il we fail to
check the of the discase
it will a wildfire”,
Chowdhu cautioned while
a function at

at

to endure without the add-
ed irritation of that menace called the video
camera. What has originally becn made to cap-
ture precious moments to be reminisced in
the future, has become a bothersome dcvice
relentlessly for hours on cnd.
light and zooming camera can
prove to be quite a pain making one sull and

pon one and one's moment of gluttony is
captured in the video camera before one can
wipe ofl the remnants of 'pulac’ from once's
face | Of course such 'candid camera’ lactics
have become quite limited nowadays since

people are more cautious when the video cam-
era approaches the fable. The resull is a line

policy to

!

L

the video. I re-
cently went to a "logan”, one of the more ¢n-
pre-wedding functions. The [irst
thing that struck mc was Lhat the arca where

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

itsell may be

The Video Mania

of people staring expressionlessly with un-
touched food in front of them!

The additional delays to the already 'over-
prolonged’ lcstivity Lhe video camera causes is
another phenomenon one might think of. In-
stecad of waiting for the groom and his en-
tourage or 'borjatri' to arrive use have to wait
patiently for the vidco camera to be fixed or
the fused camera U
During this 'gestation’ period while we wait for
the rebirth of the camera, everything has to be

ght bulb to be replaced |

frozen and the process of waiting for some-

the
But

and ft ¢

to watch

is Lo
Just as one's

of the light

Refer to his recent visit
to France, he said the AIDS has
struck with vengeance in
African countries where 20

per cenl of the popula are

found its virus.
Profl Chowdhury |said
Bangladesh's social is

mth similar to th;t of Africa
wi existience ol poverty.
Ilifiteracy backwardness lgd
supcrstition.

Five 11IV carriers i(n
Bangladesh is only "a tip of the
iceberg,” he cautioned.

Government officials, doc-
tors, social workers, teachers,
politicians and law makcrs
should be informed and cdu-
cated about the deadliness of
AIDS, he said.

There should be a mecha-
nism to inform Bangladeshis
going abroad about the discase
and arrangements be made Lo
facilitate blood test of
Bangladesh nationals return-
ing home, Profl Chowdhury
suggcsioed.

lle also called upon the
SAARC member countries for
formulating co-ordinated poli-
cics in lackling AIDS in the
region. Describing AIDS as a
global scourge, the Health

thing to happen becomes a far off dream. Con-
scquently the occasion loses its edge and an-
ticipation tums inlo ennui.

perhaps the most trying part is when
the video has been done, the funclions ended
A lime to remember. The father or

mother of the
bride or groom
will, though un-
intcntionally
quile oppressive
or should we say
obsecssive, insist-
ing that you
watlch the video
of the engage-
ment, ‘'lagoons'
wedding, recep-
tion ctc with him
- or her. The scope
for using the fast-
forward button
therelore, be-
comes very limit-
ed . You just have

everything. This means apart from re-
living those embarrassing moments when you
were gorging yoursell at the dinner table, or
tried to look your best but did noL notice that
the fan at the back of your hcad had made all
your hair stand up on end, it also mecans having
to endure the delafled activitics of people you
don't know or want to know |

Admittedly, of course, the video camera has
its advantages of
ments and sounds of incidents that are so im-
portant and dcar to us. Bul withoul proper
editing and sclective filming the end result is a
video and function that lacks spontaneity and
becomes plain boring. As for the 'videoing
sombre occasions such s a 'kulkhani’ which a
shocked [riend

just taking this mania a bit too farl

SAARC urged to formulate |
curb AIDS

being able to hold the move-

"of

informed me of | think it is

Minister stressed the necd for
vigorous campaign to create

public awareness about the

possible eflects of the discase.

Gen MR Chowdhury , sig-
nalling a disastrous effect of a
possible large-scale incidence
of the disease in the country,
said "if it (AIDS) can make ef-
fective inroads then we will
dic like fifes.”

lie called for restraint in
sexual activities and said that
promiscuous sex help spread
the AIDS virus.

A national blood transfusion
policy will be formulated soon
to prevent “professional”
donors [rom spreading the
HIV virus, the NAC chairman
said.
Prol Nurul Islam observed
that preventing possible entry
of the discase should be a na-
tional challcnge because it will
affect our :

Applicalion the princi-
ples of Islam can be an effec-
tive check against the spread
of the killer discase, he said.

Opening up communication
channcls for disseminating
AIDS rvialed information can
eflectively prevent the possible
invasion of Lhe discase, Prof
Siddique said. “Failure to do so

will be a national catanm&."

Steps tomake T & T

service oriented

The first of the
Parliamentary Standing
Commitiee on Post and Tele-
communication was
held S at the Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban with t
President of the Commitiee
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and Telecommuni-
cation M Azizul
Hoque, Chairman of

Bangladesh T and T Board,
General Postal

Directorate and senior gov-
ernment officials were also

present.

PDF’s call to
distribute
blankets

Pankaj Bhattacharya,
Convener of the Patriotic
Democratic Front (PDF) ap-

pealed o the gove
distribute 10,000 blankets on

Post

be

|

H

|
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AL termed as
ally of

democracy

Speakers at a rally in Dhaka
Sunday expressed their indig-
nation over the hartal call

given by some quarters on

December 9 at a ime when a
democratlic process was on in.

Lthe country aller an end to
misrule and cconomic disor-
der of the past regime, re-
ports BSS.

They
rally at Gulshan as part of the
city BNP's programmes of
holding ward-wise rallies.

The speakers also ex-
pressed this displeasure over
the countrywide violence and
detcriorating law and order si-
tuation.

Referring to the Awami
League's discussions with the

Jatiya l"nrar on upazila issue,
the speakers termed “the
Awami League as an ally of au-
tocracy.”

Presided over by Tofazzal
Hossain, President of the BNP
Unit of Ward Number 72, the
rally was addressed, among
others, by Jute Ministler
Hannan Shah, Salauddin
Ahmed MP, Kazi Abul Basher,

Mainuddin, Nabi Ullah and M
Tarik Ullah.

T TR T

were addressing a

Political parties resort to
negative tactics : Minister

COX'S BAZAR, Deec 1:
Minister of Environment,
Forest, Fisherics and Livestock
Abdullah Al Noman Sunday
called upon the opposition po-
litical parties particularly
Aﬁl League and Jamaat-e-
Is to make tive contri-
butions t.n:uwnrl:r:ul strengthen-
ing democracy and' demo-

cratic | institutions, reports
BSS,

Any negative approach in
shaping -the newly-acquired
democracy will frustrate the
achievement of nine years of
anti-autocracy movement, he

said. -

Speaking as the chief guest
at the biennial conference of
Cox's Bazar Sadar Unit of
Jatiyatabadi Juba Dal at the
public hall here, the minister
said some political parties had
resoried to negaltive tactics to
frustrate the eflorts of the BNP
government lo consolidate the
victory of the people against

autocracy,

Presided over by Convener

of the Juba Dal Unit Abu Bakar
Siddique, the conference was

.................. ™

| also addressed by Mr Shah

A discussion mee

on the role of the journalists during

the mass upsurge of 1990 will be held today (Monday) at 3

pm at the National Press Club.

The meeting jointly organised by

the Dhaka Un'iun of

Journalists (DUJ) and the Bangladesh Federal Union of
Journalists (BFUJ) will be aticnded by Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia as the Chiefl guest.

Barrister Abdus Salam Tal

ukdar, GRD Minister, Abdus

Samad ‘- Azad, Deputy Leader of Opposition in Parliamcnt,
Matiur Rahman Nizami of Jamaat-e-Islami and Rashed Khan

Menon of Workers' Party will address the mecting.
Seminar on contraceptive

University

and impact of pricing
day (Monday) at 11 am.

Health and Family Welfare Secretary M Mokammel Hugq
will attend the funclion as the chiel guest while Director

Population and licalth office of US Aid William R. Goldman as

the special gucst

Dr Barkat-e-Khuda, Professor, Economics Department,
Dhaka University will present the key-note paper at the
seminar chaired by former Adviser to the interim government

M Kabtr.
Rotary Club of Dhaka north meeting

regular weckly meeting of the Rotary Club of Dhaka
north will be held today (Monday) at 5.30 pm at Holcl
Sonargaon. Today's programme fis film show and imparting
information on Rl Convention- 1992 at Orlando, USA.

SEHR

The classes ol the I'uurl% phase of the inquiry training pro-
by the Bangladesh Society for the Enforcement

begin today (Monday) at the
the US Aid. ‘

mabhfil

Byatikram Sahitya Parishad will hold a milad mahfil and
discussion today (Monday) at 3 pm at 6-D 5/30, Mirpur on
the occaston of the [irst death anniversary of its former
Adviser Alhaj A Il M Lutfar Rahman.

Poet Al-Mahmud will attend the function as the chiefl

®=% Press confce of Short Film Forum

Short Film Forum has convened a press con-
ference today (Monday) at 5 pm at its office at 46, New
t Road to inform about the second national short film

festival scheduled 1o begin from December 5.

Profl Abul Mansur, President of the Festival Committee,
president of the National Council, Syed
Salahuddin, Baby Islam, Mahbub Jamil, Suzauddin Ahmed,
Tanvir Mokammel and Morshedul Islam will attend the press

The

ject

of Human Rights (BSEIIR) will

FPAB building at Nayapaltan.

The project was financed hi'

M

Mostafa Manwar,

conference.

Rotary Club of Dhaka Central

regular weckly general meeting ol Rotary Club of
Dhaka Central will be held today (Monday) at 1.30 pm at

The
Dhaka Sheraton liotel.

Jatiya Sramik Party

An emergency mecting of Jattya Sramik Marty (JSP) will be

al its central office at Kakrail.
The meeting will be participated by the central leaders,

:IHCI'II.I and sccretaries of the regional commitiees and
leaders of national and basic unions.

held today (Monday) at 4 pm

—pe R

Rescarch Corporation, Bangladesh will hold a
day-long seminar to share the results of a study on feasibility

scheme for condoms and oral pills” to-
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5.00
ment, Al Quran,

Programme summary
News in

5.10 Bangla

5.20 Reading from the
Geetla

5.30 Cartoon Film : The
Yearling

6.00 Sports Programme

7.06 TV debate contest

8.00 News in

8.30 Dipta Chetona

9.00 Shurer Bhubancy

10.00 News in English

10.30 Fllm show: Hot
Pursuit

11.30 Khabar/The News
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Met office says night

tempera
Celsius at places over Dhaka and Chittagong divisions and 1-2
degrees over Khulna division. Night te
ever remain nearly unchanged over Ra
Sunday’ ture in
Celstus and the minimum 13.7 degrees. Rajshahi Sunday ex-
perienced the lowest temperature 9.4 degrees, the lowest

s maximum

during the current winter.

Percentage of humidity was 61 in the morning and B8 In
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Weather likely to remain c
Weather is likely to remain dry across the country during

the next 24 hours till 8 pm Monday, report

the

Sun sets today (Monday) at 5:11 pm and rises on tomorrow
(Tuesday) at 6:26 am.

Temperature and humidity recorded in Important cities
and towns on Sunday were:

Phone subcriber5

asked to pay
Oct bill

The telephone subscribers

(& and digital) of Dhaka

hlm requested lo pay

their telephone bills for the

month of October by December

7 next, an official relcase said
: BSS.

The bills for the month
which were sent to the sub-
scribers on November 17 last
will be accepted at the con-
cerned branches of the Agrand,
Rupali, UCBL, Janata and
Krishi Bank.
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ture may fall by 1-3 degree

rature may how-
division.
Dhaka was 26.8 degree

liumidity in percentage

Jahan MP, Mahmudul Karim
Chowdhury, Vice-Chairman of
BNP Central Committee and
local BNP, Juba Dal and
Chhatra Dal leaders.

Noman urged the opposi-
tion political parties not to
create chaos and confusion in
the country taking the advan-
tage of the democratic political
atmosphere.

Noman said political terror-
ism could not bring any wel-
[are Lo the opposition parties
or the parly in power. Such
activities will seriously retard
the economic development
and increase the sufferings of
the commonman, he said.

The Minister urged the op-
position partics o make con-
certed elforts to contain ter-
rorism in Lhe educational in-
stitutions so that the students
could devole themselves in
their studies.

He said the BNP govern-
ment had to face very adverse
situation al the beginning.

He reminded the people
that BNP had always slood by
them and all its programmes
were aimed al lotlal welfare of
the people.

Paying tributes to Shahced
President Ziaur Rahman,
Noman said the government
was pledge-bound to promote
wellare-oriented politics in
keeping with democratic  tra-
ditions and norms.

Referring to the youth, the
minister said the government
would introducc some pro-
grammes for their employ-
ment and productive activities.

The decrelict [fishing
grounds will be leased one to

_the youth organisations and
" cooperatives, he mentioned.

r—

Earlier, on his way to Cox's
Bazar, the Minister visited for-
est plantations at Baraitali,
Dulahazara and Dalirchhara.

Japanese
physician meets
B Chowdhury

Prof Kenichi Nakamura of
the Japanese Anti-Tuberculosis
Association now on a visit lo
the country Sunday called on
Prof AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury, President of the
National Anti-Tuberculosis

Association of Bangladesh
(NATAB).

Kenichi Nakamura, who is a

‘Professor of the Department of

Hygicne and Prevenlive
Medicine of the Showa
University School of Medicine
discussed with Prol
Chowdhury matters of mutual
intcrest of the two association.

Prospect of mutual coop-

eration and exchange of tech- |

nical know- how betwcen the
two associations on the dcadly
disease of tuberculosis was
very bright, Prof Chowdhury
who is the Deputy Lecader of
the House in the Parliament
told Prof Kenichi Nakamura.
During his stay, [Prof.
Kenichi Nakamyra will visit
some ol the projects of Lhe
NATAB and hold discussions
with the NATAB leaders.

| Parliamentary
standing body
meeting Dec 7

The first meeting of the

Parliamentary “Standing
Committee on the Rules of
Procedures” will be held at 10
am on December 7 at the

President of the Committee
Speaker Shatkh Razzak Ali will
preside over the meeting.

h’l?.nm of the commil-
tee have been requested to al-
tend the meet in time.

%  Happy birthd ;

2nd December 91
Happy birthday to our
beloved sweet sister
“PREETI"
Wish you will be a good
doctor when you grow up.
With all love—
Prima, Anika Mahathir, Precya,
Ahnaf and Proggya

[ts

new

just for you

The Baily Star is pleased to introduce a new
column where individuals and organisations can
publish Birthday and Anniversary Greetings,
Congratulatory and Condolence Messages, Get-
Well/Good-Luck Wishes, Birth/Death Announce-
rments, In Memoriam, etc. at nominal charges.

For booking details, please contact :
Advertisement Manager
Phone : 246023-4, 863035
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Reliance is not just a Name.
You can come and see

for yourself.

Reliance has proved that it is not just another Insurance Company. Reliance is here o
meet the needs of a changing world. Our strong back-up of human resources, in-depth
market know-how and wealth of experience give us the strength to provide the security
for all your general insurance needs.

EXPERIENCE * STRENGTH - SECURITY
RELIANCE
INSURANCE

LIMITED

BSB BUILDING, 8 RAJUK AVENUE
DHAKA-1000, BANGLADESH

Telex 671188 RIL BJ




