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KACHUA
Students asked
to acquire
knowledge

Nov. 20 : State Minister for
Establishment Mohammad
Nurul Huda on Thursday called
upon students o pursue
huwﬂ:':;g: utmost sincer-
ity and , reporis BSS.

He was addressing a con-
ference of the local unit of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
at Bln‘:::ndhu College
premiscs :

to the golrious

Referri
role the students in
the anti-autocratic movement
Mr. lHluda said the students
now would have to play a simi-
lar role in consolidaling the
hard — ‘earned democracy.
Today's students are the future
lcaders of the country, he
. He advised the students to
s equip themselves with ade-
' knowledge and be im-
bued with nationalistic [eel-

ings.
RAJBARI

Release of
JCD:leaders
demanded

Nov. 29 : A [action of
Ja { Chhatra Dal dis-
trict unit on Thursday brought
out a procession demanding
releasc of arrested party work-
ers and resignation of State
Minister for Cultural Affairs
'/ Jahanara Begum, rcports UNB.
i/ Three Chhatra Dal activists
" Khokon, Farid and Latil were

~The pr paraded
processionists
streets of the down chant-
slogans against Lhe State
ter and demanding re-
of the detained JCD ac-
Later, they held a rally in-
front” of the Decputy
Commissioncr's office and
handed over a memorandun.
The rally was addressed
among others by Abdul Razzak,
Convenor ol the distriet JCD
and Abu Sayed a student

leader.
Begum is expected

1}

Jahanara
to visit here on November 30.

NAYARHAT

Action against’
mismanagement
ordered

Nov. 29 : Industries
Minisicr Shamsul Islam Khan
on Thursday urged the Dhaka
Leather authority to
sct-up all possible modcrn
equipment and apply appro-
for uc-

i

technology .
ing quality lcather in future,
HSS. '
«  lie made this call whilc pay-
ing a surprisc visit to the un-

der-construction

Dhaka

one stage.

and hit Saicha
causing her instantancous
death.

'lu'husly

roundup

MAIJDEE COURT

123 posts of
pry teachers

- lying vacant

‘Nov. 29 : Some 123 posts of
ﬂmsu?r school teachers have
Eeen ying vacant for long
hampering education in six
upazilas of the district, rcports
UNB.

Accordin to District
Primary Education Officc
sourcces, 19 posts have been
lying vacant in Sadar, 26 in
Hatiya, 1] in Scnbag, 42 in
Begumgonj, 13 in Chatkhil and
12 in Companygonj.

Posts of two ATOs in
Begumgonj, onc cach in
Scnbag and Hatiya and two
posts of clerk-cum-Llypist in
Hatiya have also been lying va-
cant hampering official works

‘The post of Assistant
District Primary Educalion
Officer is also lying vacant. The
strict Primary Education
Office housed in a dilapidated

housc is in bad shape. Valuable
records and documents cannol

be maintained properly due to
lack of accommodation. Many
of them have been Qamaged by
inscets, |

A plan for construction of
the building has becn
lying pending for considera-
tion of the highcer authorities
for a long time, the sources
said. :

PABNA

7 heroin
addicts held

Nov. 29 : Police arrested
scven alleged heroin addicts
from differcnt arcas of the
town Thursday, reports UNB.

Police said, arrcsted Abdur
Rafliquc(28), Dawalazam (45)
Shahidul llosain Shahid(30),
Abdur Rashid(28). Altal Hosain
(29). Makul {25) and Chand Al
(32) were involved in different
anti-social activitics.

The alleged criminals were
scnt to jail hazat.

Pabna police also arrested
three alleged mastans from
Tcbunia Area on the same day.
They are: Shajahan (22),
Shohel (24) and Kushum (20).

BORGUNA

Economic crisis
hits blacksmiths

Nov. 29 : DBlacksmiths of
Borguna have been changing
their ancestral profession in
the face of manilold problems
including high cost of working
tools, reports UNI.

The blacksmiths of Amtali,
Sadar u said that many
of them turned o day-labour-
¢rs in the abscnoe of crédit by
the commercial banks.

The prices of rod, coal and
other necessary inputs have
shot up in the markcts beyond
their purchasing capacity. Cost
of production has also gone up
lorcing the consumcrs to usc
subsiitutes, they said.

They urged the authoritics
to supply credit 1o them to
continue with their ancestral
occupation.

RAJSHAHI

Contraband goods
se1zed

Nov. 20 : Bangladesh Rifles '
scized s goods worth
about Tk 1.25 lakh from three
boats coming from India ncar
Kholabona-Shonaikandi border
arca Wodnesday, reports UNIS.

Acting on a tip. BDR jawans
ambushed in the border arca
and fired 8 rounds of bullcts

Police scized the contra-
band goods which included sa
rees, cardigans, shawls and

5 dacoities in
a week
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Harvesting of .Aman paddy is going on in fullswing all over the country. Despite récurrent floods, record Aman

production is expected in Greater Sylhet
village in Golopganj upazila.

this year. Photo shows farmers returning home carrying the harvested crops at a

— Star photo

Betel leaf growers need hel_p_

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Nov 29 : The
betel leal production in
Rajshahi district has decreascd
to a great extent due to in-
crease of bamboo, fertilizers,
oil cake and pesticides, prices.

Betel leafl is cultivated on
large scale in Mohanpur and
Paba upazilas of district and
the grower sell it out to the
markets of Bangladesh. There
are over 400 betel leal grow-
ers in the district who have

_been facing much difficulties

due to floods, drought, price
hike of agricultural inputs and
shortage of capital. As a result
they are gradually losing intcr-
est.

It may bc mentioned herc
that the rs could carn
about Taka two lakhs [rom per
acre production a year. But the
rise in production cost has de-
creased the amount of return.

Besides, the rs have
been deprived of the bank
loans which are now badly

necded to continue the cultiva-
tion of betel leaf. _

The betel leal growers
urged the concerned authori-
ties to extend financial assis-
tance to mitigate their suller-
ings.

The railway passcngers ol
northern districts have becn
facing acute problems due (o
inadequate number of com-
partments and frregular ser-
vices.

The number of compart-
ments for the passengers Lrav-
elling on different routes from
Parbatipur, Santahar and
Ishwardi junctions is quite in-
sufficicnt to cope with the on-
rush ol the passengers. As a
result, the passcngers arc

bound to travel on rools and.

footboards of the trains.

Besides the trains ofien run
two to three hours late causing
inconveniences lo the passcn-
gers. Even inter-city expross

trains can hardly maintain the
schedule of time-table. The
trains often run without first
and second class compart-
ments and as such the gentle-
men are compelled to board
the overcrowded third class
compartmenis. The old and
female” passengers face much
difficultics to board the train at
different stations. The loflcts
arc rcgularly found dirty and
this unhygienic condition of
the toilets vitiates the atmo-
sphere of the train.

Some passcnger bogics sent
for repair Syedpur raflway
workshop are rcported to have
strandcéd for want of technical
stall and nccessary fund, it is
alleged.

¢ number of passengcers
without ticket is increasing
day by day. The attendants of
inter-city cxpress train allow
additional passengers in licu of
ilicgal bribes, it is alleged. .
Wailing rooms at most of

the important railway stations
arc unhcalthy. The latrines at
the stations are quite unfit for
use. The scarcity of drinking
watcr al ‘stations has aggra-
valed the situation. Some of
the stations on the Ishwardi-
Chilahati linc have no sheds on
the platform. As a result the
passcngers are compelled to

wait under the open sky. .

Morcover, there is no wailing
rooms in almost all the sta-
tions for third class passcn-
gers.

When contacted, railway
sources informed that shortage
of railway slippers, partly dam-
aged bridges and culverts, sin-
gle rail lines, shortage of
stones beside railway tracks
were the maiff causes of delay.

The passengers on this
route urged the concerned au-
thorities to take necessary

sicps to ensure timely journcy
with improved [acilities.

Post-flood rehabilitation
work in progress

From Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR, Nev 29 : The
post-flood rehabilitation work
is going on in full swing in all
the aflected arcas of the seven
upazilas of thc district p

The government has already
distributed 605 metric tons ol
rice, 50 metric lons ol wheat
under test reliel programme.
Taka 2.35.000 had also been
distribute for the allected ar-
cas.

A totlal of Taka 28 lakh and
70 bundles of Cl shects was
sanctioned * under the pro-
gramme o distribute among
the homeless people as house
bullding grani.

The government further
sanctionod a huge quantity of
relief 1tems including cash
Taka, wheat, rice, Cl shects for
the fMood victims of seven
upazilas of the district under
the test reliel programme.

The upazila wisc break up ol
the relief Is: Etfght metric tons
wheat, 103 nwirie tons rice,
cash Taka 36,892 and 120
bundles of Cl sheet as housc
buillding grant for Sharisabari
u — sixty-five metric tons
of rice, seven mwiric tons of
wheat, cash Taka 42,400 lor
reliel, and 120 bundles of Cl
sheet as house bullding grant
for Madarganj upazila — eighty
meiric tons of rice, five met-
ric lons of wheat, cash Taka
406000 and 100 bundles of Ci
sheets as house buflding grant
for Islampur upazila — sixty-
five thousand and lve hundred
metiric lons of rice, three met-
ric ons of wheat, cash Taka
14000 for relicl and 70 bun-
dics of Cl shects as house
bullding grant for Mulandah
upazila — fAfiy-three metric
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relief, and 70 bundles of CI
sheets as housce building grant
for Dewanganj upazila — 46500
metric tons of rice, three met-
ric tons of wheat, cash Taka
14500 for relief, and 70 bun-

dles of Cl sheels as house

building grant for Bakshigani
upazila —124 metric tons of
rice, five metrie tons of wheat,
cash Taka 21000. for rcliel,
100 bundles of Cl shects as
house bulilding grant for
Jamalpur Sadar upazila — 48
metrie tons of rice, 15 nwtric
tons of wheat, cash Taka
10,000 as relicf, and 50 bun-
dles of Cl sheets as house
building grant Jamalpur
pournshava arcas.

of the District
Relief and Rehabilitation
Department said that 187
metric tons of wheat had spe
cially been sanctioned by the
department for 6000 [amilics
under Vulnerable Group
Development IVGD)
Programme ol the district

A source

Tribal students
protest raping

of school girl

RANGAMATI, Nov 29 : Abo-
ut 300 students of local
schools and Rangamati Govern-
menl College took oul a pro-
cession in the town protesting
the rape of a tribal school girl
allcgedly by two non-tribal
youths Saturday, rcports UND.

The agitated students sub-
mitted memoranda o the
Chairman of the Local Govern-
ment Parishad and the Dcpuly
Commissioner of the disirict
demanding immediate trial of
the alleged rapists.

Chairman of the Local
Government Parishad Gautam
Dewan condemned the hei-
nous act and assured them of
finding out the culprits.

Doya Mala Chakma, daugh-
ter of Haradhan Chakma of
Balukhali village in Sadar
Upazila of the district, was
raped allegedly by two non-
tribal youths in a boat while
she was returning home
Wednesday evening.

She is a student of class

nine in local Rani Doyamoyee
High School.

Mustafa

a a freedom fighter and sports organiser

addressing the installation ceremony of Fenchuganj
Degree College Students Union, Sylhet as chiefl guest

recently.

—Star photo

proposal, they are being ha-
rassed, even after having
proper documents and nec-
u-l:'yp-pcrl.lthllup:l.‘.

w wﬂ =
regularities, the local leaders
of different political parties
and other held a
number of meetings,  and

r:um at the upazila
quarters. Memorenda
were also handeéd over to the
authorities. But no result has
yet been achieved. Besides. the
corrupt employees being
angered are now

MMﬂl‘m
loss of the people it is farther

| Cotton yarn worth

Tk 6¢r lying unsold

SATKIIIRA, Nov 29 : The
production of Sunderban
Textile Mills is on way Lo be
stopped as the mills colton

| yarn worth over Taka six crore

is lying unsold for seven
months.
According to the mill

sources, the authority of
Bangladesh Textile Mills
Corporalion (BTMC) has in-
creased the prices of cotton
yarn scveral times. The mill

Procurement of
Aman paddy
-begins

DINAJPUR, Nov 29 : The
country-wide aman re-
ment drive for the current
scason was formally inaugu-

rated by Food Minister M.
Shmsul Islam in a function at

tons of ins (in the form
of rice] during the current
season, taka 429.25 crore had
been earmarked. Of the target,
3.14 lakh metric tons of food
grains representing 73.88 pre
cent of the total would be pro-
cured form 16 districts of Ra-
jshahi division, -
Presided over by Food Sec-
retary, Ataul Haq, the function,
was addressed by State Minis-
ter for Communication, Fazhur
Rahman and Begum Khurshid
Jahan Haq. MP from the

The Fi Minister said the
objective behind the drive was
to ensure fair price to the cul-

tivators for their produces.
the prices of food-

Mr Shamsul Islam said the
government this year had
added Taka 25 per maund to
fix the price of aman rice at
Taka 245 which was more
than the international price.
The price was increased

in view the interest of the

tors and to enable them
to get a better of t.

| Erosion renders 5,000
. homeless in Shariatpur

From Our Correspondent

SHARIATPUR, Nov 29 : The
large-scale ecrosion of the
mighty Padma has left 5000
people of seven villages of the
district homcless who are now
passing a miscrable life.

The scven villages of Naria
and Bhedarganj upazilas have
already been cngulied by the
river and morc arcas arc on
the way to vanish. Most of the
villagers hawe lost their
dwelling houses, crops and
other "belongings by the ero-
ston of the river. The students
ol the arcas have also lost their
schools and madrashas.

The villages Ybrahimpur,
Kartikpur, Charbagha,
Tarabonia and a mhn undl;:;
Bhed njf v la have a
hctnmeitcdmlh massive
erosion. More 600 [ami-
lies have taken shelter in Char
J and Diara villages of
Kodalpur wunion under
Goshairhat upazila. Other vic-
tims of Lthe arcas have safled
for unknown destinations.

The crosion of the river also
alfected the Padma canal run-
ning from Damudia launch ghat
lo Burirhat bazar.

it may he mentioned herc

1 that the canal is Lhe only

means of communication of
the district.

Navigation hampered
Silted rivers have posced a
scribus threat to walcer Lrans-

It is 40 be mentioned here
that the district is surroundoed
by rivers and the only means ol
communication with Dhaka is

headed by the upazila
Magistrate.
The Biswanath upasila unit

Enforcement organisation

 formed an enq

ul team
m after holding enquirigs,
the report at a
conference at Sylhet as
Club recently. It gave a vivid

picture of large-scale
corru of the Attestation

employees in the area.

tive measures against the
concerned employtes of the
department.

motor launches. About 12 mo-
tor launches ply daily from
WAPDA, Swurasswar and
Damudya to Dhaka. BDut irregu-
lar launch services are causing
inconveniences to the passcn-
gers on all these roules.

‘The most inconvenient sit-
uvation occurs when the rivers
dry up, many chars ¢
during dry scason. As a resulit,
water transport, busincss and
fishing works are badly ham-
pered. Due to emer
numerous chars the launches
have to change Lheir course
which not only kills time but
also crcales annoyance.

Kirtinasha river has dricd
up al many points due (o hcavy
siltatifon. As a recsult,
Surasswar-Dhaka bound laun-

ches are unable to ply casily.
Sometimes Lhey travel hours
together to . reach  the
destination creating untold
sulferings to the passengers
and busincssmen.

Law order situation
deteriorates

The law and erder situation

of Sakipur Union ol Bhedargan]
upazila of the district is dete-

rforaling day by day. It has
lcarnt that anti-social activilics
have become rampant.
Miscrcants in ps arc found

cnjoying ganja and blue flims
lnﬂ the boats I'rea::rﬂ, As
a result, the you the
urxlll arc getting demor-
alised. Guardians remain anx-
jous for the security of their

school and college going girls.
Thells and dacoitics have also

Brigadier ZTohed Laftt,
sh Rural
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it can be mentioned here
that the Sunderban Textile
Mills had so [ar been a prof-
itable concern, since its in-
ccption. The closure of the
mill will render about 1500
labourers jobless.

The Satkhira unit of
Bangladesh Federation of
Teachers Association brought
oul a procession in the town in
support of their demands.
Their demands include im-
plementation of new pay secalc,
withdrawal of stay order on
icachers wellare trusi, promo-
tion of teachers and decrease
of the prices ol educational

-

College teachers
wear black badge
to realise demands
From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANG, Nov 29: The
teachers of the district unit of
Bangladesh Collage
Teachers' Association, a com-

ponent of Bangladesh Fede-

| ration of Teachers Association

started a programme (n
support of their |5-point

As a part of the programme,
225 teachers of non-govern-
ment colleges have started
wearing black badges. They
have in the meantime started
on-hour abstention from du-
ties, an association source in-
formed.

Earlter the teachers of the
district unit on last
submitted a memorandum (o
the Deputy Commissioner in
support of their demands.

Their demands include na-

pay
scale and removal of disparity

“ﬂf government and non-gov-

ernment educational institu-
tions.

One killed

One Showkat Hussain (]2)
was run over by a specding
truck and died on the spot.

it is reported that the vie-
tim was run over by the killer
truck when he was crossing
the road at village Protab un-
der Ullapara upazila recently.

The driver fled away with ,
the truck. The body was sent
for autopsy.

A case had been registered
with the Ullapara police sta-
tion in this connection.

Lawyers hold rally

The lawyers of the local
district bar brought oul a pro-
cession in support of the coun-
try-wide central co-ordination
commiltee programme o re-
alise the six-point demand.
The demands include With-
drawal of upazila courts, rcpeal
of black laws including Special
Power Act and tion of
Judiciary from Administration.

People urged to

help uproot
campus terrorism

DAUDKANDI. Nov 20 : En-
ergy and Mineral Resources
Minster Dr. Khandker Moshar-
rafl Hossain has called on the
teachers and students to help
the government uproot terror-
tsm from the country's educa-
tional institutions. reports
UNB.

"Anti-democratic forces are
trying to feil the democratic
process by resorting to indis-
cipline and tefyorism in the
society and the campuses” he
told a teachers-students’ gath-

lege here on Tuesday
The minister urged the

after taking
Sreepuri tablets

MAGURA. Nov 29 : At least



