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A New Crisis for
Cambodia

leader, Khieu

The assault on the Khmer
in Phnom

this
ran

try. with Mr Samphan :‘ervug-u a Ng-

head ?mldent. rhaps as many as (wo -
I“l:l people pcrtshecrin numerous “killing Nelds”
in the country.

stion has been made that the assault on
the Khmer Rouge leader might have beén slage-
by the Hun Sen administration, mainly
to discredif the anti-Vietnamese factions, il not
to derail the entire peace process. It is hard to
— or disprove — such a contention beyond

ng that it would certainly serve the immediate
interest of the Phnom Penh administration to
isolate the Khmer Rouge and to ensure that it is
kept out of the peace process agreed on in Paris

last month.

No matter how one views Lhis probable game
plan by the Hun Sen administration, analysts
recognise the danger that if the Khmer Rouge
delegation is prevented [rom entering Phnom
Penh and then running in the election to the
constituent assembly. the Paris agreement may
(all by the wayside.

Another danger [acing Cambodia is that if the
Khmer Rouge is pushed out ol the peace process,
it will go underground and-take up arms against
the government in an unending civil war, thus
depriving the pcople ol Cambodia ol any hope for
peace. political stability or economic progress.

Part ol the blame lor exposing Cambodia to
these dangers lics with countries, including
China and ASEAN nations. which ought Lo have
tried, more seriously than they did. to [orce Pol
Pot., Khieu Samphan and other [ront ranking
leaders of Khmer Rouge oul of the slage. In the
process, some moderale leaders of the faction,
not openly associated with the genocide, cauld
have stepped forward to join the peace initiative.
i is a pity that this has not happened, despite
rumours circulating some years ago Lhat Pol Pot
either had retired [rom the leadership or was too
ill to play an active role.

People who carried out a near fatal assault on
Mr Samphan may now take their anti-Khmer
Rouge battle still further. Weeks ago. Prince
Norodom Sihanouk himsell raised the demand
that some ol the op-level Khmer Rouge leaders,
especially Pol Pot, shuuld be tried [or their war
crimes, a demand which has gained some inter-
national support. If met, the demand may put the
entire peace process al risk. However, il a clear
distinction is made between crimes committed
by a handlul of leaders'and ideological struggle by
the rank and lile of the Khmer Rouge, a trial of
some known killers could go a long way in remov-
inl.l' the psychological scars [rom the minds of
millions of people in Cambodia. In some ways,
this may be the only way Lo help people in this
former Indo-China statc begin a new life.

A Fetching Winter

It is gratifying that Bangladesh last week par-
ticipated logether with the rest of the world in
celebrating Wollgang Amadeus Mozart — one of
supreme musical geniuses of all time — on the bi-
centennial of his death in 1791. It is undeniable
that the participation was rather forced and ma-
terialized only because of the keen initiative
taken the local Goethe Institut — and that this
certainly has taken much away [rom what a
gratelul. sincere and spontaneous recalling the
magic casement the great composer had lefl [or
all of mankind and for as long as the species lives.
This only makes us more thankful to the Institut
for it is through their efforts that genuine music
connoisseurs although very meagre in number
and a rather ponderers volume ol young people
aspir to understand all the great music of all
the cultures got a glimpse of live Mozart. And
numerous such unwitting make-goods of socio-
cultural and state lapses somehow make our small
backward polily somewhat fit to be a member of
the contemporary world.

First there was a series of films shown on the
life and works of Mozart over a week and then
came Lhe [inale — an evening of live Mozart of-
fered by the Cologne Concerto Chamber
Orchestra. There was a rush perhaps beyond the
expectation of the organisers. But then, sadly
cnou%h. Lhere were also (oo many in the audience
social and administrative bigwigs having neither
ear nor heart or perhaps missing both — while
hundreds pined [or outside not knowing how to
get into the concert hall. Organisers will be well-
advised (o charge gate making such rare concerts
and performances — greal by Dhaka standards —
open (o whoever is genuinely interested and re-
- serve the back seals for the complementaries

that they must willynilly issue for protocol and
other practical reasons.

How was the going — asked many a one who
couldn't make it. The best answer was 'we were
with Mozart for close (o two hours - we lived
| Muzalrl and at least in one respect our life is ful-

filled." Yes, those hundred and odd minutes not

only elevated our souls (o newer heights of exis-
tence, Lhey also [ulfilled us — with delight and
enjoyment, wit and surprise, a world of aural
riches [rom velvely and silken undulations of
sound (o thumps of cascading rhythms.

The very next day, Wednesday, offered the
connoisseurs very good glimpse of the heights
the subcontinental peoples had negotiated in
their long undertaken line of history. While atl one
venue the poem of the body at its most sublime
was being offered by a team from our great neigh-

country, al the other venue, Azizul Islam,
the top flauusi of our country, recognised as a

performer all over the subcontinent, gave
:hwglc nﬁ;mlcur'}‘l lnhhiﬁthirulmﬂ. although

e-lime asymmelr
perh:zg llI{: sﬂuw his cummalg 1};1:1 4 S T
touc € hearts with the build-ups of vistart
‘taans that employed immaculate g‘;rnnks. His
Darbart Kanada will long be remembered for its
-out-of-the-world glissando into atikomal dhaivat.
This winter is prumTl:ingmtg l’be paruec&llarl

— arlistically, The g are slarted witl
the Asian Bienalle. Let us hope it would build u
into a crescendo in February, the month of
months for the Bangalees all over the world.

over laykari, he -
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Change Should Aim at Welfare of People

by Dr. Ali Ahmed

HHERE cannot be any
national development
without developing the

rural arcas whoere about of
Itve. The siructure
local sell governing

the rural development and

they were, In  fact, In
conlinuous crisis.

Chﬂ.l(-' Btructures
During the lirftish rule, for

somctime, there woere three
tlers namcly the Union Doard
in the union, local board in the
sub -division and district Board
in the District. But afler some-
time the Looal Bowrd was abol -
ishod and olther two Licrs 1 e
the Umion DBoard and the
District Board, wore metained.
At the beginning, Lhwse bodics

| were mostly compuscd ol offi-

clals and nominated nwimbers.
The local people had little
participation in thuir activities
Afler long struggle, howowver,
they woere made clective and
they remained so uptlo the end
ol the volonial rule.

During the Pakistan rule,
upto 1958, the British patlern
was allowed 1o continue. Since
19569, the concept of Basic
Democracy with four ticrs was
introduced but after a short
period, Lhe highest tcer Lo the
Divisional *“Council, was abol-
ished and three tiers namwely
Union Council, Thuana Council
and the District Council wure
retainud.

Ol the three Uers, only the
Union Counctl was a lully clec
tive body. The Chairnken and
halfl of members of the Thana
and District Councils wure the
officials. It is necdless 1o em-
phasis¢ how the prescnce of
official Chainmen and nwmbers
who had, of coursc, no voting

right, was not conguinal Lo the
democratic characicer of these
instilutions.

Mcembers of the Union
Council, though locally cleeted,

having the autherity o clect
Members of the Provincial and
Central legislatures as well as
the President of the State, did
nolt care s0 much for the
proper development of the ru-
ral arcas.

During Bangladesh period,
at the beginning proper atlen-
tion was not given o these
bodies as the government was
not inclined to decentraltzing
administration and was busy
wilth other national problems.
Later three Ulers woere main
tained with difflcrent names
such as Union Parishad, Thana
Parishad and Zila Parishad
though it may be mentioncd
that an attcmpt to establish
the fourth tler namcly the
"Gram Sarker” was made by
the government of latc
Presidoent Ziaur Rahman.

Of the three Marshads. 1
Unton Parishad was (he only
clhxtive body The Chairman ol
the Thana PParishad was Lho
Sub-Divisional OlMicer (SDO)
and Circle Officer (CO) used 0
serve as the Secretary, Thus it
was nol a Parishad at all by any
definttion of local sell govern-
ment though for the develop:
ment problems there was a
commillce consisling ol the
Chairmen of the Union
Parishuds within the Thana
Election 1o Zila Parishad was
never hoeld  1is administiration
was run by -an Additional
Deputy Commisstoncr undcr
the guidancee of the Doputy
Commissionr

In 1983, the Thana was
nankd Upazila and an Upazila
Parishad was formed In cach
upaztla. The chatrman ol an
Upazila Parishad is dircotly
clected. Other cleeted mem
bers are the Chairnwen ol the

Unton DPNarishads within the
Upazilin. Hall of the Membsxors
are the ollicials serving within
the  wpasaila They are nonm
nated by the  Governnwnt

The Upazila Panshad is not,
therefore, a lully demweratic

body.

in 1988, the 7ila Manshad
was reorganized. It is o con-
sist of Members of the
Parliamenst of the Zila, nonw-
naled members, nominated
women members and oflicial
members. The Chailrman whao
is usually a Member ol the
Parlament s appoiniced by the
government. Tﬁr composilion
of the Zila Parishad also
proves that it is far from being
a local sell-governing institu-
Lion.

Thus during the Pakistan
and Bangladesh rule though
changces have been made in the
namc and structurc of the looal
bodics, the British culonial
praciice of bringing the offi
clals and pominated mcmbors
in thwm al the Tharw and Zila
kvl has not been given up.

As por commilnent maade
by the 5. N I' an aliempt o
cetablish "Gram Sarker” may
o munde again. In that case,

there will be four tiers of Jovcal
scli-governing institutions for
rural arcas. Undor the circum-
slivnces, It Is tUnwe for thinkors
and practitioncrs in adornis
tration of these local bodies 14
ponder over and dotormitne an
ideal structure for thom

Ideal Structure
In vicw of the
unprecedented  growth ol

population, the reorganisation
of Zila and Upurila scems o
jusitficd for botier and morc
cllective  administration re-
quired for the wollare of thetr
peophe. The Umnon also should
be: restructured  on Hw beasis
ol an optimum numbor ol pup-
ulatton so thal propor circ nky
be taken of thetr hwalth, odu
caulion, employnmwnl, commu:
nicalion ¢fc.

Now the fTundamcental
yuostion s bow ey Uors
should be retanwd and haow
they shwabd b organitecd owl
admmstered lor tlw propar

ad cllective dosclopnw il ol

the rural arcas. M scvims Uil
the msmiinlenance of lwo Uers,
as 11 akinost all countries of Uw
world, will be more sunable in
a small and poor country Mke
ours. These should be the
Upazila and the Union
Parishads. The Zila Parishad
should be abolished.

The problem of "Gram
Sarkcer”™ which may neot be so
viable cconomically and admin-
istrattvcly may be happily
solved by making the Union
smaller In respeet of popula-

- tion and thus incrcasing its

numbcr.

Then the problem of re-
siructuring thc Unjon and
Uparila Parishads has to be
solved with a vicew Lo making
cach of them rcally local self
governing institution which
nus! have the ollowing char
acterisfics in an indcpendent
sovereign democratiec country
(1] It must be a political system
constituted by law duly passed
by o Marliament; () It must be
organtzed for a specified local
arca: (i) It must bc com
of members clected by voters
of that arca through free and
fair clection; (fv) It must be
vusted with substantal power
ol administration and taxation
over the local arca

Union Parishad

The present Unjon Parishad
is an clective body cstablished
by an Act passcd by the
Parlfament In 1976 and
amended from time to time,

Still there is provision of
nominaling women and
peasant mcmbers. The

clement of nomination must
nol be allowed 1o continue
aftcr a stipulated period
during which sicps must be
laken by the government spe-
clally in respect of education
and poverty alleviation for im-
proving their position so that
they can participate in the free
ated falr clection without de-

Nigeria : A Second Go at Democracy

ARARE: As Nigceria's

military government

enters its final slages
of disengaging [rom gove-
rnment, Nigerians are
sceptical that democratic civil
rule will take a firm hold in
the West African nation.

The prevailing view was ex-
pressed by Sam Nwokolo, a
Nigerian businessman: “It is
unfortunate that the military
has tasted power. There is
nothing to prevent their com-
ing back after handing over in
1992."

Nigerian presideht Ibrahim
Babangida is said to have a
good programme for transi-
tion, but junior military offi-
cers who see themselves as
potential military governors,
ministers and heads of state
may wanl to scize power.

Olisa Agbakoka, chairperson
of the Civil Liberty Organisa-
tion (CLO) in Lagos, echocd
Nwokolo's fear that the mili-
tary might wait quietly in the
wings to seize power in the
event of civilan rule not work-
ing out.

"Babangida has come up
with what he calls a 'custodian
theory', that places responsi-
bility on the army to intervene
in the event of a threat to na-
tional security,” Agbakoka
noted.

In a recent BBC interview
Babangida warned that while
he had no objection to democ-
racy, the military might inter-
vene if a threat emerged to the
country's "sovereignty and in-
tegrity”.

Agbakoba argues that this
means if the transition pro-
gramme does not run well, and
even if the army leaves and
finds that the ctvilians are un-
able to carry on the political
programme, they just might
intervene.

Since independence from
Britain in Oclober 1960,

DESA activeinSavar !

Sir, Some oflicers and ecm-
ployees of commercial de-
partment of Electric Supply
visited Dilkusha-bag. Sonalibag,
Dagarmora areas of Savar on
November 20, and launched a
house to house inspection of
electrical connection. In the
course thecy reportedly threat-
ened the illegal connection
holders of fines and discon-
nection. But on their way back
they simply disconnected the
main supply line and asked the
dwellers indiscriminately to
"meet them at office.”
~ The whole areas is plunged
into darkness, at this time
when children are facing their
annual examinations. The
dwellers are inflicted more of
miseries including that of be-
ing robbed or hijacked.

It may be noted that since
long the concerned Electricity
stafl did not feel the need to

visit the holdings having lﬂcrl
connections, not to speak of a

drive for disciplinary action,
the reason known to them and
assumed by many. And now all
of a sudden they have dis-
lodged the genuine consumers
too of their rightful access to

Nigerians are getting ready to give
democracy one more try, but as Toye Olori of
IPS reports, they are sceptical that the
military will completely disengage from

politics.

Nigeria has had 23 years of
military rule and eight ctvilian
governments.

The military first came to
power in January 1966 to
‘correct” widespread political

cvances and the alleged po-
itical imbalanee between the
north and south of the country.

This problem persists. Al
lcast 300 people are believed
to have been recently killed in
communal riots in the north-
ern city of Kano.

During the first republic,
minorily tribcs were relegated
to the background, leaders of
the opposition were arrested
and imprisoned for an alleged
plot to everthrow the govern-
ment and therc was total anar-
chy in the country, according
to Akin Aderibigbe. a Nigerian
working here.

"Thesc actions and corrup-
tion of the civillans paved the
way for the soldiers to strike
in 1966," he said.

The 1966 coup entrenched
a military government headed
by Gen Aguyi lronsi, an Ibo
from eastern Nigeria — one of
the three major ethnic groups.

Ironsi's advisers came
mainly from his e¢thnic group.
The northern soldiers and
people viewed the coup as an
Ibo one since most of those
killed were northern leaders.
A lew westerners also died, but
there were no Ibo casualties.

This brought ' about a
counter-coup led by northern

soldiers during which Ironsi
was killed and replaced by Gen
Yakubu Gowon, a Christian
Nigeria,

[rom cendral whe

ruled between 1966 and 1975,
Gowon was overthrown in
July 1975 by Gen Murtala
Muhammad, who was assassi-
nated and succeeded by Gen
Oluscgun Oobasanjo, who
handed over power to the
civilian government of Hchu
Shagari in October, 1979.

But, by then, the economy
had worsened and the civilian
government was unable to
cope with the problems.

Economic deterioration and
corruption were the principal
causes of the military coup of
December 1983 led by Major-
Gen Muhammadu Buhari.

Buhari was overthrown in
August 1985 by Gen Ibrahim
Babangida, who immediatcly
revoked the censorship decree
and freed many detainecs.

Babangida introduced a
number of radical changes,
among them the siructural ad-
justment programme in 1986
to revive the economy, and in
1987, a timetable for the
transition to civilian rule.

"The Babangida rcgime
came to power with a sct of
programmes to revive Lhe
cconomy, but | am not very
surc il he has succeeded in
making life better for the
people.... life is still very dilli-
cult for Nigerians,” Aderibigbe
said.

Ordinary Nigerians do not
have much [aith in the mili-
tary's ability to improve their
lives. According to Okudero
"“There is no I[reedom of
spcech. If we complain and tell

the truth, they can imprison us |

or even kill us.”

" the

e
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the essential utility.

However, 1 along with my
neighbour went to "their ol-
fice” and met “one of them”
and described about our gen-
uineness. But the reply simply
was “you to will have to suffer

. with the "illcgal” others.”

lHow long this gross frregu-
larity should continue? How
long this darkncss?

M A llannan 2
Delia Life Insurance Co. Lid.
Dilkusha, Dhaka

“Travel by ship for
Haj'

Sir, we fully endorsc the
views expressed in the letter
under the above caption pub-
lished: in your paper on Nov
15, urging upon the Govt. to
arrange chartered ships during
the ensuing Haj. For travel by
air from Dhaka to Jeddha and
back a Bangladeshi Haji needs
to pay around Tk. 43 thousand
cxcluding tax, duty ete. But if
journey is arranged by
ship, it will undoubtedly re-
duee the cost by 40% Lo 50%.
Thus it becomes within the
rcach of a commonman. During

. made, chartered ship

Shahced Ziaur Rahman's
tenure journey by a ship for
Haj for the first timc was ar-
ranged. I genuine attempt s
can be
arranged for Hajis. But, | sus-
pect, due to some vested In-
terest of any group, no at-
tcrnfll has been made so long
to chartcr a ship for llaj. Our
ncighbouring countries like
India, Pakistan and also
Malaysia. Singapore, Indonesia
elc arrange journey by ship for
Hajis.

As therc is still ampie time
to negoliate and charter for-
eign passenger ships, it is
hoped that the Govt will do the
ncedlul in this regard and our
Embassies in the countries

concerned may be used for

necessary ncgotiation for char-
tering passcnger ships. It is
reported that chartered pas-
sengcr ships may be available
in India and Pakistan.

Since the ensuing Haj pe-
riod is not very far ofl, to char-
ter ships no time should be
left henceforth.

Abdur Rahman,
Dinajpur.

=

Some Nigerians ar¢ now

also beginning to wonder
whether Babangida will actually
hand over power in 1992, As.
part ol the transitional pro-
gramme, clecons have to be
held for local governments,
and stale and national assem-
blics., as well as the presi-
dency. This process is difficult
in a large country like Nigeria,
and it has been complicated
further by the reeent creation
of nine new states and another
91 local governments.
It seems that even il powcr
is handed over to civilians, the
structures being sct up in sueh
a hurry will not be strong
enough to provide the sort of
leadcrship Nigeria needs.

In that case, the bet is that
Nigeria will once again find 1t
sell under army rule in the
nol too-distant Muture.

e nding on nomination which
in. allcr all, a spoctal favour not
g frec frem the doubt of
partialily and injustice. The
Chiwrman will be eclected iIn
accordance with Lthe principlc
of clecting the President at the
national level L ¢ ctther indd-
rectly by elected nmwembers or
directly by voters. The official
period of Union [Parishads
should be equal 1o that of the
National Assembiy.

The Local Government Act

contains a long list of compul-

and additional functions
to performed by an Union
Parishad. Some of them are
unrcalistic and decorative. The
commiitee of expcris should
examine the list and keep only
the most essential function e
g agriculture, health, educa-
tion, communication, f[amily
planning, cottage industry so
that these can be adminis-
lered more effectively and effi-
clently for the development of
the villages.

The list of functions must
also be rcalistic as Ltheir proper
performance requires a good
amount of funds. AL present
the Union Parishads have little
funds to perform such a large
number of furictions and they
have been sufllcring (rom
chronie shortage of funds. As a
result, the pcrformance of
most of them is poor. The
Union Parishads cannot im-
pose taxes In all the ftems
shown in the Acl, again what-
ever taxes arc imposcd, thesc
cannot be collecied properly
for two main reasons: (f) the
tax-collecting machinery is too
weak; (1) many villugers are so
poor that thcy have no ability
to Lavees.

ler fixing the sources of
income and strengthening the
tax-collecting machincry, the
government should pay the
deficit part of the budget, if
any, of an Undon Marishad.

The administrative machin-
ery I1s neither adequate nor
strong. For many ycars, the
I"irishad was assistcd by one
Secrclary only whose pay and
status wus Lhal ol a Lower
Division Assistant. Naturally,
pecrsons with higher qualifica-
tlons and calibre were not at-
tracted to this post. The
Secretary was gencrally an SSC
holder. Morcover, he had not
only to scrve as an Assistant
but also as an accountant, Lax-
collector, a Lypist und souw-
limes as a muesscnger. lle
could not, thercfore, be ex-
pected to render Lthe neces-
sary advice and assistance o
the Chairman who might not
be an academically qualificd
person as hce conws 0 the of-
ice through clection.

Recently the post of the
Seccretary has boeen raised o
that of the Upper Division
Assistant. [3ul this slep is not
adequalte for the cflcetive ad-
ministration required for Lthe
development of the villages.

It is suggested that the pay
of the Sceretary should be
equat] o that of a Sceond Class

GCarctted Officer under the
Government. in these days, a
number of MA, MCom
MSc degree holders are

Admintsiration. The Sceretary
and the Unton Parishad

employces will form a mini-

small ownship will grow in
each union with cmployment

from vil s will not be
m in so numbecr o
the cities towns

mini-secretariat will
scrve wnder a mini-political
mmm which will be
by the Chairman and

act, as i, as a chiefl minisicr
and other members as minis-
ters, each one remaining in
c of a ward. Decisions
will made through debatcs
and discussions among mcm-
bers as these are made in the
Nalienal Asscmbly and the
Cabinet mecetings. In these
days of cconomic hardship,
Chairman and members cannot
be expucted o render honest
and dedicalod serviee requined
for the rural development
with poor honorartum.They
must be paid  appropriate
sadary wind allowances as wo pay
0 the Minisicrs and Mcmbers
of the Parllament at the na-
tonal loevel.

It may be argued that a ot
of moncy will be required 10
pay the salarics and allowances
to the personnel of the Union
Parishads. and how that morncy
can be had? The answer is that
the simple calculation will
show that a vwry small part of
the expenditure incurred in
other less important sectors
e. § big buiklugs and reatls in
the cities, will be reguired.
Our planncrs must divert more
money for the developnwnt of
villages  through the Union
Parishads and our political
lcaders also must dircet them
o do so il they rcally mwun
that they want rural develop-
ment without which, as said
carlicr, national devclopment
is nol possible. '

(To be concluded tomorrow)

| would like to congratulate

The Daily Star’ for o ising a
‘Round I'Ir‘fablc' lown.rlxnuul‘viglg
the economic problems of this
country. An effort like this re-
minds one of a spark in the
darkness that can start an all
enlightening fire for which we
all are eagerly waliting for. It
also reassures us that there is
still hope for this country and
all is not lost. It also revitalises
our faith in the awesome
power that can rest with a
single individual, a single or-
ganisation or for that matter a
single newspaper that can
shape the destiny of a nation.
This power has been used for
ncgalive purposes in the past
and now we most sincerely
hope that the tide has turned. .

What has been achieved in
the meeting of the minds can
only be understood and
rccognised in the future and to.
be sure it has many beneficial
aspects that may never be
fathomed ever. There is no
point in-criticising or finding
faults with the expositions of
such great personalities at
such an early stage of the de-
bate but certain points do de-
serve to be recognised as
inequities and irrelevancies in
our cultural system that always
scem to interfere with every-
thing that we do.

To begin with let me go
back to 'The Round Table'. The
entire quorum of participants
to the Table consisted of
members who may be consid-
ered as 'highly successful’ in
their fields. Not belittling their
wisdom and their capacity for
beneficial contributions to the
deliberations of the meeting
let it be heard that there was
not a single participant in the
Table who may be considered a
representative of the pcople
for whom this is all about.
When we become successiul
we all tend to forget the trepi-
dations and perils of the past.
And we should remember that
for every successful person in
this country there are many
more for whom the route Lo
the mountain shall never be
known. It is this group of peo-

Of Sparks and Fires

ple and they may be comm on
farmers, industrialists, busi-
nessmen, cntreprencurs or
others who must be heard and
addressed. We have to know
their problems first before any
cffort can be made to shed
light on the general picture.
We are fully aware that general
light may only be shed by per-
sons like who participated in
‘The Round Table'. We are
however not aware that for
there te be light you have to let
in the darkncss first,

The editorial in "The Daily
Star' appearing on 21 Nov on
the subject of The Round
Table' suggests that nationwide
discussions are nceded to
reach consensus on many na-
tional issues. Belore we do any
‘consensus building' please let
us remember thal the issucs
to build consensus upon have
to be known [irst and which
sometimes are best known to
the common citizen who is the
primary claimer of benefits

from society. Our big problem

fs our small probléms and our
small problems are our big
problem.

The Prime Minister's an-
nouncement and efforts in
mecting the general people to
know on a lace to face basis
the problems confronting the
commonman, every Thursday,
is a heart-felt weclcome first
step. However judging from
how things arc going on it
might only be a matter of time
when that step is taken back-
wards. The lincs in front of the
PM’'s office on Thursday re-
minds one more and more of
an employment oflice, We just
hopc that the assumed primary
intention of this programme of
knowing the common man's
problem will not be delcated
and nothing comcs out [rom
this magnanimous attempl!.
What may become administra-

tively more appropriate and .

reformative with relevance to
our economic and political
realities is to evolve a system
whereby the entire administra
tive machinery is made to in-
terface with all citizens de

sirous ol drawing benelits from
government

the country s

=

Ten buckets of water drawn by

_are referred

What the PM has donec is to
draw the first bucket of water
from the river which in itsell
is worth very little but a mil-

the entire hierarchic bureau-
cracy can irrigate the entire
land. i

But how do you do this?
Every functionary of the gov-
ernment from the Assistant
Secretary and upwards could
be tagged to a neutral func-
tionary of the government like
academicians, lawyers and
others who would sit down ev-
ery Thursday for a few hours
and Ict citizens be heard on
their particular area of juris-
diction. A system could be de-
vised whereby bigger problems
to the higher
rungs and smaller problems tq
lower ones. The inevitable
lines for employment and
other social needs could be di-
rected to the Social Welfare
Ministry and related officials
and be handled as best as
within means. But the solvable
problems and {ssues would

definitely come to the
limelight.
Accountability would be

established, corruption fully
curtailed and confidence on |
the rulers of the land be estab-
lished "like never before in its
history. The government need
not fear the rising alter ego of
the masses when their aspira-
tions do not flower overnight
because it js a representative
government and some help

" will be on the way. Rather it

will do well to heed the al-
rcady emerging view point that
a 'do nothing attitude instead
of meaning patience actually
points tow an undercurrent
of inefliciency. We just hope
that this is not true.

Shining examples of the’
genius and age old originality
of this people like The Daily
Stars 'Round Table or the
Prime Minister's gesture of
magnanimity one day In a week
cannot be allowed to go in vain
and wc have 1o make every at-
tempt to light our fire from

these sparks. .
Syed M Quader
Mohammadpur, Dhakh




