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Independent body
to monitor

Thai polls

BANGKOK, Nov 28 : Thaui
Prime Minister Anand
un is W sl up an in-
dependent, non-government
walchdog group e menilor
clections expected no
ter than April next year, the
rnment-run Thai Nows
Agency (TNA) reported
Wednesday, rcports AFP,

Anand said his administra-
tion was going Lo monitor the
election closcly Lo cnsurc it
would be free and fair.

"The government will give
private
role in controlling and scruli-
nizing Lthe e¢leclion to ensurc
fairness,” Anand said.

Anand said it was nol cer-
tain whether an interior min-
is proposal o sct up an
“official walchdog”™ group
would be acceptlable, so an in-
dependent monitoring group
made up totally of non-gov-

UN to probe
east Timor
allegations

MADRID, Spain, Nov 28 :
UN Scerctary-General Javier
Perez de Cucllar said
Wedncsday he planned to
scnd a mission to East Timor
to investigate the killing of an
undetermined number of East
Timorese by Indonesian troops
this month, rcports AP,

The deaths oeccurred Nov.
12 during a memorial rally in
Dili, capital of the disputed
lerritory.

“l have the nceessary lacili-
tics from the Indonesian gov-
ernment (and) would like to
send a lotally indecpendent and
impartial mission to present
me with a rcport for the bene-

isalions a major .

crnnwnt personnel would be
formwd.

Al who last week sided
with academies, politicians

and pro-democracy students in
expressing dismay over alleged
undemocratic clauses in the
dralt constitution, said the
Cabinet had on Tucsday
“accepled in principle” a new
election law submitted by the
interior ministry.

Anand, who was appointed
by thce military, said the clee-
tion law will be further seruti-

niscd by Lhe Nalional
Legislative Assembly (NLA)
nexl woeok.

The National Peace-Keeping
Council (NPPKC), the name of
the ruling junta, appointéd

Genceral Issarapong Noonpakdi, |

the fourth ranking member of
the NPKC, as intcrior minister
aller seizing power in a blpod-

less coup in February.

fit of the lnlernntinnai com-

munily on what happened in
East Timor.” Perez de Cuellar
told reporters.

The Indonesian government
says ils troops killed 19 people
and injured 91 others and
blamed the violence on instiga-
tors the demonstrators.

But witnesscs, including
five forcign journalists, say the
soldicrs killed between 50 and
100 pcople when they opened
firc on a defenceless crowd.

Indonesian annexed East
Timor in 1976, onc after
invading what was then still a
Portuguese colony. Portugal
had planned to grant indcpen-
denee Lo East Timor.

The United Nations recog-
niscs Mortugal as the adminis-
trative power over the south-

wesl Asian island north of
Australia
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22 militants killed in Kashmir :

Twenty-two Muslim scparatists were kilked in Jammu and
Kashmir state as Indian troops sicpped up campaigns against
militants in three states, Indian ncws agencics said on
Wednesday, reports Reuter from New Delhi. .

The United News of India, quoting official sources, said 20
militants died In fighting with Indian sccurity forces in an
undisclosed region bordering Pakistan while two more were
killed clscewhere in the state.

Flnﬁt:mmm reported to be intensifying cam-

and Assam stales.

Tw_o“,!?uma]ists held in Assam :

army has arrested two journalists in the
northeastern state of Assam where insurgents are
for independence, the Press Trust of India (PTI)

sald W AFP from New Delhi
Manjit Hl.l'llltl. a reporier with Lthe Assamcese-language
daily Ajir Asom and Bora a Sub-Edilor with the English-
newspapor Sentinel,
ﬂ“l" outlawed United Liberation Front of Assam (ULFA),
The Indian government has deployed the army 1o combat
ULFA, which is spearheading a drive for the creation of an in-

dependent Assam.

T

government, g::mml'l Health Minister David Thou
said, reports AFP Togo.
Earlier national radio had given the toll as three dead and
41 wounded.
The Health Minisicr made his stalement al the airport,
-I!ﬂl: he had arrived to brief interim Prine Mindgtlor Joscph
on his return from Paris.

Kokou Kolfigoh
Attack on Bamph.an shocks China :

dismay Thursday about an angry mob's

13 of war, reports AP from Betfing,
M spokesman Wu Jianmin wld a weckly
news confcrence China was “shocked to learn of the

violent incident.”

He said the attack has | the peace process and
infringed upon the interests of the Cambodian people.

On Wednesday, a mob of people burst into villa in Phonm
Penh and beal Kheu Samphan, who had just returned from
exile to the capital 0 join reconciliation cfforis
Authoritics evacuated him 1o Bangkok.

Hlllwile daughters : A

ant shot and killed six people,

iwo of his a daughiers, belore

hctr hnn: in a slum near here,
AFP from Panama City.

Luis 45. killed his victims with 58 shots

I‘—H-Ilw rifle in their home 11 killometers

i
il

were accusod of links with -

(seven miles) northcast of the capital, according to Deputy
General Carlos lierrera. The daughters were aged

two seven.

US withdraws N- from S Korea :

l'!'rwl. which could not be immediately confirmed,
said Seoul and Washingion had agreed 1o pull out U statical
Korea by the end of the year and to de-
Mhhﬁm[ﬂiﬂmhﬂmh!&m
ju
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year-old conflict between two nations is possibic only through
constructive dialogue,” Azerbaijani nt Ayaz
Mutaltbov aficr talks Wednesday

rosian agreed to resume direct talks.
In an interview on Sovict iclovision. Ter - PPetrostan saild

arrange a mecting of within a week,
begin personal Lalks before the

of the year

NEW DELHI, Nov 28 : A
powerful chapter of India's
sccond largest opposilion
party has split, preparing the
ground for a similar parting of
ways at the national level,
newspapers reported today,
reports AFP.

The centrist Janata Dal's
(People’s Party) Uttar ’radesh
state unit split Wednesday into
two groups, one swearing alle-
giance to former [P’rime
Minister Vishwanath Pratap
Singh and the other dissident
leader Ajit Singh, the rcports
said

The break came afler Janata
Dal President SR Bommai, a
VP Singh supporter, cxpelled
Ajit Singh protege Kailash
Nath Yadav for alleged "anti-
party activitics”, The Times of
India and other ncwspapers
said.

Suppeorters of Yadav — a leg-
islator in Uttar Pradesh, the

counlry’'s mosl populous stale
— immediately rallied behind

him, bringing into the open
ncarly five months of [actional

fighting.

Both VI’ Singh, who was

Primc Minister for 11 months
until November 1990, and Ajit
Singh belong to Uttar Pradesh,
and the development there
would c¢nd in a nationwide
split in thce Janata Dal, news
reporils and party sources said.

‘It is the beginning of the
cnd,” a parly source said here
today. "Therc is no way this
(split) can remain confined o
Uttar Pradesh. You will sece lhc
fallout everywhere.”

The Janata Dal, formed in

1988, has 59 members in the

International
VP Singh, Ajit part ways

ata Dal splits

Federal Parllament and 91 in
Ultar Pradesh.

It was nol clear how many
supporiers were with cach
faction in Uttar Pradesh. bul
under Indian law a minimum
of one third of lawmakcers can
split a party without them be-
ing disqualified from mcmber-
ship of the State Assembly.

The US-educated Afjit
Singh, son of formecr Prime
Minister Charan Singh, blasted
Bommai's decision to expel
Yadav. "Mr. VI’ Singh called the
Janata Dal a silly experiment.
Mr. Bommai has reduced it to

+ farce,” he said late
Waodnesday,
Newspapers  sald  Ajift

Singlhy's supporiers were to
et here Thursday, and that
their gathering could turn out
o be i trial of strength in the
Jasala [Dal

“The Janata Dal fared poorly
in the November 16 by-elec-
tions, winning only three of 15
scals on offer, all of them in
the castern state of Bihar
which il governs.

- ISLAMABAD, Nov 28 : Police
have launched a massive
crackdown against leaders
and workers ol the opposition
Pakistan People's Party (PPP)
and arrested 580 PPP activists
since Tuesday night local press
reported today, rcports
Xinhua.

Local daily, The News said,
during the crackdown carried

out throughout the southern
province of Sind, a known po-
litical base of the PPP, more
than 100 PPP leaders and
workers were arrested in that
district alone.

It said the massive crack-

down resulted in the arrest of
over 400 others in Hydcrabad,
Mirpurkhas, Sukkur,
Nawbshah, Dadu and many
other places in the province.

The crackdown came aller
a statement by Sind Chicl
Minister Jam Sadiq Ali thal
the Al-Zulifigar organisation,
an alleged terrorist group. And
the PPP were one and and the
same. e said that he was go-
ing to take stern actions.

The crackdown on the PPP
came undcr severe [ire, PPP
C-Chairpcrson and former
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto

Massive crackdown on
PPP activists : 580 held

said in a statement issucd in
Karachi Wednesday that by ar-
resting a number of PPP
workcrs, the Sind's Jam gov-
emment had violated the basic
human rights of the pcoplc.

The opposition leadcer in
the National Assembly further
said the arrests werc an of-
fence against the democracy
and the people of Pakistan,
which could not break the will
of the workers and their
commitment to democracy.

She accuscd the present
government of harassing and
victimizing the PPP workers
and leaders.

PHNOM PENH : Cnmlmdu.m army armoured personnel carrier sits pnrkl-d in r.he

Khmer Rouge

gate of the

villa after the army was called out to rescue Khmer Rouge lrnder Khieu

Samphan after enraged Cambodians stormed his residence in the capital Wednesday,
hurling stones and tearing the building apart to get him.

— AFP UNB phnm

It's a ploy to block peace: PLO

US rejects Israeli plea

| tOputoﬂ'MEta]ks

WASHINGTON, Nov 28:
United States Wtdncndny re-
jected an lIsraeli request to
unﬂll.erlll:y postipone Lhe next
round of Israeli-Arab bilateral
talks in Washingion [rom
December 4 o December 9,
but left the door open 1o a ne-
gotiated solution on Lhe issue,
reports AFP.

Earlier in the day, Israeli
Prime Minfster Yitzhak
Shamir's office said in an offi-
cial statement that Isracl
would attend the Washington
talks il the Uniled States
agreed that the negotiations
start on December 9. )

"It would be inappropriate
for us to unilaterally change
that date,” State Department

spokeswoman Margaret

the partics agreed.”
The PLO ‘Wednesday

> Geiny the ‘scheduied moet.

to

ing bilateral talks in
Washington werc
blocking the Middle

peace process.

East

a US invilation to al-
tend bilateral talks iIn
Washington on conditlon they
take Decembor 9 instead
of scheduled date of
December 4.

*The Palestine Liberation
nrm is koen on seeing
peace 88 resume
obstacles, Abder
Rahman sasd.

He ur Lthe co-sponsors ol
the M East pcace confer-
ence, the United Siates and
the Soviet Union, o denounce
what he sald were Israell at-
tempts to block the peace
process.

"Peace I8 nol only of con-
cern to the Arabs bul it is also

Isracl's conecern, Abder
Rahman stressed.
He added that the PLO

wanted the bilaicral Lalks to
deal in depth with the prob-
lems. .. . .othcrwise it will be a
waste of time.

Abder Rahman said that
Palcstinian negotiators have a
mandate o discuss in depth
the issucs which will be on the

agenda. e did not claborate.
The IPLO is not directly in

volved in the peace conference
but 1t has maintained close
consultations with the
Palestinian cam, which partic-
ipates in the peace conference
as part of a joint delegation
with Jordan.

Earlicr in Jerusalem, lsrael
Foreign Minister David Levy
said his country will attend the
bilateral talks in Washington
and an oflicial source said the
government had the
negotiations be delayed to
December 9.

Syria and the Palestinians
have
peace talks with Israel
December 4 in Washington,
the State Dcp-rtmtnt an-
nounced Wec

Law knows no rehgwn

NEW DELHI, Nov 28
Muslim petitioner was
jatled by India's Supreme
Court after he asked the
Muslim judge hearing his
casc why he did not favour
members of his community,
courts officials said yoster
day. rcports Reuler,

Mohammed Zahir Khan was
senlenced to one month™s
imprisonment for contempl
of court by Justiee A M
Ahmadi and Justice K
Iamaswanmi on ., the
officials said.

Khan was dissatisfied by a
judgement given by the two
and turned w Ahmadl, a

and »sald: "I

Muslim,

Muslims arc nol going
help Muslims, I.I-u-n-h-th
the point 77

"Such behaviour and utter-
ances cannol be wicrated as
they underminc the dignity
of this court as woll as the
atmosphere In which the
court functions,” the jud
llﬂin-nordtrpndnf
most :

Khan was taken away by policr
officers to h?n hin sen-
Iumim Under Indian Law,

no o appeal.

India's 850 people arc
moslly lindus but at lcast
12 per cent of the populn
l’hﬂhm 'ﬂl.ﬂiﬂlilj*

to resume bilalcral

Bombing on in
key Croat
cities

ZAGREB, Nov 2B : Se¢rb-

| dominated f[orces bombarded

key Croatian cities as the
United Nations paved the way
for the keeping mission
sought by all sides in the

Yugoslav conflict, reports AP.

Shelling was rted
Wednesday in O and
Vinkovei — two cities

ibn eastern Cmﬂnﬂ; but a UN-
rokered cease- appcared
to be holding elsewhere in the
scparatist republic.

radio said 16 people
died in attacks by Serbian ir-
regulars and the Serb-domi-
nated federal forces on Osijek.
Artillery also was fired on
ncarby Vinkovei and on the
town of Podravska Slatina, 75
miles (120 kilometers) west

of Osijck.

Delhi rules out
talks with
Assam rebels

NEW DELHI, Nov 28 : The
Indian government will not
hold talks with scparatist
guerillas in the north eastern
state of Assam until they sur-
rendered umnndiuunally a
senior minister told Parlia-
ment today, reports AFP,

Home Minister S 3 Chavan
said there was o Ltruth in pub-
lished reports that New Delhi
was contemplating pcace ne-
gotiations with the outlawed
United Liberation Front of
Assam (ULFA).

“There is no question of any

lalks as long as thc army oper-
ation is there,” he said. “Unless
they surrender unconditionally
and surrender arms, there is
no question of any talks.”

The Indian army launched a
crackdown on the ULFA,
which sccks o sceede oil-and
tea-rich Assam. in Scplember
afller the group scized about a
dozen hostlages and killed two
of them.

The ULFA, under pressure
following the arrest of more
than 1,700 of its members and
somc¢ lecaders, has in recent
weeks reportedly sent [eelers
Ear peacc talks with New Delhi.

Khmers to

respect peace
treaty

BANGKOK, Nov 28 : The
Khmer Rouge, Cambodia's
largest guerrilla group, says it
rcemains committed to a UN
brokered treaty despilc
the atiack by an angry mob
that bloodied a Khmer Rouge
lcader and sent him fleeing
from Phnom Penh, reports AP.

"‘Cambodians of all bents
should not quarrel and fight
against onc another,” Khmer
Rouge Radio said in its account
of the Wednesday attack.” All
Cambodians should unite and
forget the past which is caused
nol Cambodians.”

Khicu Samphan, president
of the Khmer Rouge, was
bealen by screaming
prolestors who broke into his
villa just hours aflter he re-
turned from exile in Thailand
lo participate in a reconcilia-
tfon government.

Phnom Penh authorilics
cvacuated him o Bangkok be-
forc th¢ mob lynched him.
Khicu Samphan was one of
leaders of the Khmer Rouge
when the group ruled
Cambodia in the 1970s and
killed hundreds of thousands
of Cambodians in labor camps
and cxecution chambers.

The Thai government said
Thursday it was considering a
requcst by Prince Norodom
Sihanouk that it host a meet-
ing of Cambodia's Supreme
Nautonal Council, along with
the foreign ministers of France
and Indoncsia.

Sthanouk heads the council,
a reconciliation body made up
of the lcaders of Cambodia's
three gucrrilla groups and the
Phnom I*cnh government.
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Off the Record
quhing’tm’:ﬁgr(?addaﬁ’s

BEIRUT :

Libyan Prime Ministcr Abu Zaid Omar Doufd

said on Wednesday Washingion is after Maummar Gaddafi’

head, reports Reuter.

~ Dourda, on a Middle
East tour to canvass
support in Libya latest
row with the West over
charges it supports
lerrorism, said
Washinglon still wanted
the Libyan leader after
failing to kill him when
US planes bombed
Tripoli in 1986,

The prime target of
the United States is
Colonel Gaddafi in
person and as a regime
becayse he never
accepted to bow to fts
threats and pressures,
Dourda told a news
conference in Beirut.

He delivered a letter
from Gaddafi to
President Elias Hrawi
aboult a threat of

military action by the United Stales and Britain, which blame
Libya for the 1988 bombing of a Pan Am airliner over

Lockerbie, Scotland.

“The Lockerbic issue is only a pretext. The Americans

don’t want anyone in this nation to

say ‘mo’. America an-

nounces to the world the birth of a new order but it scems it
means that the world has to obey its orders,” Dourda said.

‘Noriega greeted drug
kingpins with open arms’

MIAMI : A helicopter p

ilot who says he smuggled flceing

drug hingpinn into anaml following the assassination of

Culnmhtn: anti- drug

justice minister took the stand

Wednesday in Manuel Noriega's trial, rcports AP.
But the testimony by prosecution witness Nelson.

Bermudez appeared to undercut government charges that the
Panamanian lcader welcomed the Mcdellin cartel lcaders

with open arms.

Bermudez said he fMlew cartel chiels Guslave Gaviria and
Gonzale Rodriguez Gacha from Colombia o isolated landing

spots outside Panama City, the same siles he used for clan-

destine cocaine [lights.
Asked by the defense why

he “sncaked”™ inlo Panama with

the cartel leaders, Bcrmudnﬂﬂ'lhalhwhatt}myagmd—
no one should go through the airport.”

Prosecutors and previous wilnesses have contended the
cartel had paid Noriega almost dirs 6 million for protection in

Panama. Other witnesses testified some cartel Ic:adcn arrived
openly at Panama’s international airport, where they were

and whisked past customs by top Panamanian mili-
lnry officials working for Noricga.

The flights o Panama occurred in May just after the April
30, 1984, assassination of Justice Hinlsuﬂ' Rodrigo Lara
Bonilla in Colombia, Bermudez testificd. The Colombian gov-
ernment blamed the cartel for the killing and cracked down

on ils operations.
Bermudez also a to contradict Carlos Lehdcr's tes-

timony that the cartel hnd arranged with Noriega to fly drugs
directly into Panama City's two major airports. The delense
asked why the cartel nl have Bermudcez fly into the air-

ports with his own drug shipments.

Beautiful but short

HHARRE : Britains Queen Elizabeth 1l ts "a beautiful woman”
but shorter than expected, according to parliamentartans dis-
cussing her visit to Zimbabwe last month, rtpurls M-"F

“She is just a beautiful B
woman. Beauty knows no
colour. A man who docs
nol enjoy beauly is nol a
man al all,” said mcember
of Parliament Gibson
Munyoro, spcaking
Tuesday on a motion ol
appreciation of her visil
during the Commonwcalth
hecads ol government
mecting.

But Micha Bhebe, who
said he saw the quecn
during her first visit here
44 ycars ago when she was
a young Princcss, said :

“to my surprise, | saw a
woman a bit shorter. She scemoed 1o have g‘rnm1 ﬂowﬂ

There were [requent bursts of laughter during the debals,
the loudest comiing when Munyoro said he understood the
quecn’'s husband, Prinee Phillip, had been offered an aphro
disiac during a tour of Harare's market.

Mummified head found

MELBOURNE, (Australia) : A mummificd head and hand
found hidden in the home of an Australian world war oenc vet-
eran may be a souvenir from the balllcficld, police said
Thursday, reports Reulcr.

The head and hand were found when officers from the

charit up the Salvation Army inspecied a housce be-
gquca to them by a vetcran of the Gallipoli battle in

tly there was always talk in the family that he had
brought home a mu alter thc war, detective John

Morrish told reporters. He told them it was bad luck il you
it or got rid of it
The Mclbourne city coroner will try to identily the re-
mains, which were hidden in a tin trunk under the house.

Khmer Rouge leaders flee

Phnom Penh: peace uncertain

PHNOM, PENH, Nov 28
Khmer Rouge leaders [(led
Phnom Penh on Wednesday
after an attack by an anger
crowd demanding retribution
which could raise questions
about the future of UN-spon-
sored Cambodian peace ac-
cords signed last month in
France, reports Reuter.

Khmer Rouge chicl Khicu

spent only scven

committed to the Paris peace

accords.
It was Khicu Samphan's
first return to the ian

capital since 1979, when the

Was over
invading
which in-
't-r'“__

and wooden staves and strung
a wire noosc from a cefling lan.

AFP from Deijing adds:
Chincse Modia did not report
today the mob attack a day car-
Mer in Phnom Penh on Khicu
Samphan, leader of the

A crowd of more than
10,000 people attacked the
Khmer Rouge leader's house
and tried 1o lynch him within
in hours of his arrival in
Phnom PPcnh from ;
Cambodian troops him
and ook him o the airport in
an armourcd personnel car
rer, from where he was flown
back to the That capital.

Befjing s silcnce reflects the
embarrassment of the Chl-nuc
rnment, the main sup
porter of the Khmer Rouge in
their | 3-year civil war
the \\"l-rln-m backed m
Penh government



