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= Dhaka Day by Day
Brains and Beauty

by Fayza Haq

As she walked down the Sonargaon lobby lo
talk to me, | was struck by the regality of Ms,
ta Rasi's bearing. This Finnish ambassa
posted in New Delhi, and secing to the in-
gladcsh, Sri Lanka , Nepal and

dor,
terests of Ban

Bhutan as well, looked a fair combination of

Princess Diana, and Lynn Redgrave. ller cling-
ing pinkish-red dress with its pleated skirt
and her , that would be the envy of any
maharant, ccﬂainly made her look dignificd

nd poised. Her whitc shoes and handbag com-
pleted the suave appearance .of an accom-
plished woman who went places.

A carcer diplomat [or twenty years, Ms.
Rasi has always found great satisfaction in her
job. "As 1 progress | learn morg and morce,” she
commented.

"I eame into the profession by accident,”
she insisted. "This was not my drcam as a
child. | am a lawyer by training. | am also inter-
ecsted in politics, history and languages and
that channeled me ol into diplomacy.” The
diplomal is proficicnt in Finnish, Swedish,
German, French e
and Spanish.

- She found her
most challenging
job, she told me,
when she was a
member of the UN
Security Council
during the Gulf cri-
sis of '89-'90, whenr
she was helping to
moenitor the imple-
mentlation of sanc-
tien against lraq.

In the same vein
, she said she had
her amusing exper-
iences in- her ca-
reer when she was
often taken for a
ambassador's wile
but never an ambas-
sador . Ms. Rasi has
served as a Second
Secretary, in Lon-
don, a Second Sec-
retary in Paris and
the Depuly Perma-
nent Representa-
tive of Finland to
the UN in Ncw
York.
~  As an ambassa
dor in New Declhi,
she finds hcer job
to ml a -Iu:.. hﬁ: Ms. Marjatta Rasi:
more | study the place in our heart.

more is the chance to get confused with the
ilc of information. In India there are so many
fuages, culturcs, traditions, and religions. |
Bangladesh casier to handle. Dealing with
‘Sri Lanka, Dhutan and Nepal as well, is surcly a
handful, as you can assess. The reason why Fin-
land does not have scparate ambassadors for
the diflerent countrics is basically because we
are nmn: Eum » oriented. Again, the country
much of resources to estab-
- lish i:u at will. | admit this is not jan
ideal : l e 10 alk the
ries - sdlliciently, as | would
dearly liked t0,” the Finnish diplomat com-
mented.

She has had the feel of India for a few
months now. How docs she feel about her post-
ing there? "India is a complex socicty,” she
mnﬁ:lnl “but it is inlcresting o witness all the

new policies that the Prime Minisier Rao s
implementing. Il is wondcrful to walch all
these new ¢

She addod, Tﬂr somw exicent the saiune is

happcoing in Bangladesh. The country has re-
turned to demweracy afler a lair clection. |

hope the pecople will have trust in the leaders
that they have voted for. There arc a lol of

prUhIILHIE fac inp, the country . There is owver-
population which can be cradicated only
through cducation. The eeonomic problems
loo arc intense. The Noods, eyclones and other
natural calamitics add to the poverty and sul-
fering of the common people.”

What arc the prospects of bilateral under-
standing bctween Finland and Bangladesh?
"Although there 18 an agreement between India
and Finland thcre is no such understanding
between my country and Bangladesh. However
a lot can be done on an ad hoc basis. A formal

- agrcemenl is not necessary. There can be cul-

tural exchanges in the field of music, dancing
and in the form of art exhibitions,” the ambas-
sador commented.

Were there any prospects of Bangladeshi
manpower being cmployed in , Finland?
"Finland is loo lar away from Bangladesh. The
temperature is oo cold for your people . The
danguage 1s difficult for the average Bangladeshi
o pick up. Morcover we do not require foreign
labour | as is the casce of some other European

‘Bangladesh has a specinl

couniries. Agiin,
Lhe neighbouring
Baltic states will be
sending Lheir la-
bour across the bor-
der and we will
have to actommo-

date thecm."she
spelt oul frankly.
Ms. Rasi felt

that there might be
scope in the export
ol garments and
spiccs to Finland.
“[3ut it is more reca-
listic to have joint
ventures to develop
machinery or
chemicals as has
been happening in
India.”

Talking about
her impression of
Bangladcsh in Lhe
four days that shc
was hcre, she nar-
rated how she had
been to Chitlagong
lo inaugurale a
bridge and came
back in a small
planc so that shec
got a chance to
study the topogra-
phy of the country.
"It is remarkable
how [lat and green
the country is. The
vasl expanses of waler oo overwhelmed me. |
now undcrstand why theré are such frequent
floods in the gountry.”

Ms. Rasi continued, There is an enormous
amount of pcople here when | compare theth
to the five million in my country. | enjoycd
walching the multicoloured rhkshawu t 1
found the trallic undisciplined.”

She added, "as for the local food it is not
different from that in India. | loved the Dhaka
fish and vegetables. As for nur _w:s:n I ::null:l

eal it |H' the time. It is simp
In[ of ciolthes, | find I.h-c lar‘l and ll'-hrllr
bcaut*hﬂ | have two ‘shalwar-kamocczes
ylcll' which | wear dat home. | naturally find
the jewellery that the women wear very atirac-
tive too. | Ernn'l ind the heat in the Subconti-

nent unbearable as | am used o the hot and
humid summers 1 Noew York.”

"Bangladcsh has a special place in our
heart,. We have chosen it as one of the main n
cipients af bilaeral cooperation,” Ms. Rasi add-
ed

The ambassador, who would love o have
Great Dancs as pets, is having her parcnts
Nown in to New Dolhi for Christmas.

‘Garments alone
cover 40 pc of
exports’

A four-day Bangladcsh trade
fair began in Moscow
Wednesday, reports UNB.

The multi-product tradce
fair, the last in a-series of
three fairs in the Sovicl
Union, . was inaugurated by
First Deputy Trade Minister of
Russian Federation Yurd
Mikhatvich Besputin,- accord-
ing Lo a message rmtmd in

Dhaka
He hoped that enormous
possibilitices for trade and

economic coopecration would
open up between the two
countrics in the changed cco-
nomic scenario.

“Bangladesh is no longer a
produccer and exporter of pri-
mary products only, it is grad-

ually emerging as an impor-

tant manufacturing country”,
said Bangladesh Ambassador to
the Sovict Union Muataﬂzur
Rahman.

He pointed out that the
export figurc had crossed two

billion of which more than 50 .

per cent is manulactured
goods. Rcadymade garmcnts
alonc account for over 40 per
cent of the exports, he added.

Bangladeshi
products praised

in Washington

Bangladesh stall at a re-
cently held international festi-
val in Washinglon attracted
large number of visitors who
appreciated Bangladeshi
handicrafts, sarecs, garments
and enjoyed Bangladeshi food
scrved by Embassy ladies, ac-
cording to official source in
Dhaka, reports BSS.

"~ Mrs Marilyan T Quayle, wife

of the Vice-President of USA
who inaugurated thc festival al
a local hotel, visited
Bangladcsh stall where she was
received by Mrs Rahima Ahsan,
wile of the Bangladesh
Ambassador and other
Embassy ladies.

A [ashion paradc was thc
highlight of the festival which
was sponsored by YWCA.
Bangladeshi girls attired in

jamdani and silk sarecs and

salwar-kameez drcw repeated
applause from the audicnce.

Bangladesh team. in the
fashion parade, comprised ol
Sharmin Ahsan, Papia Alam,
Sabrina Islam and Nghma
Susain.

Margaret Kakoli Gomez en-
thrallied the audience by pre-

scnting a dance sequence.

Shafiul Azam
critically 1ll

S M Shafliul Azam, former
Cabinclt Minister, now
undcrgoing (reatment in a
London hospital, is critically
ill, says a Press release.

His family members have
requested all his frichds, well-
wishers, other acquaintances
and countrynwkn at large to
pray o the Almighty Allah for

his recovery.

Metropolitan

A reception was accurded to the dmtmgumhed per annul

ities organised by the 16th l.itch of outgoing students of
Jahangirnagar University o, Thursday. Viee-Chancellor
of the University Prof Kazi Saleh Ahmed handing oaver
crests to' S M Sultan, a renowned artist and Rashid
Talukder, a noted phutographer.
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Air chief distributes certificates -
Flight safety course aims
to inculcate discipline

The certificate awarding
ceremony of the Flight Salcty
Institute of Bangladesh Air
Force was held in Dhaka
Thursday at air headquarters,
says an ISPR press release, re-

poris BSS.
Chief of the air stafl Air
Vice Marshal Altaf Hossain

Choudhury attended the cere-
mony as chiefl guest and dis-
tributed certificates and tro-
phies among the student-offi-
cers.

Speaking on Lhe occasion
Alr Vice Marshal Choudhury
said that the aim of the Might
safety course was lo inculcate
discipline, motivation and
awarcness amongst all person-
nel so that they could perform
their task salely and efliciently.
He added, the study of flight
safety involved the physiologi-
cal and psychological aspects
of human being, the intricacies
of the machines, the medium

ActionAid chief
executive
In City

By Staff Correspondent

- Martin Grilfith, Chief
Executive ol ActionAid-UK ar-
rives in Dhaka city Thursday
for a short visiL.

ActionAild is working in 18
countrics around the world
including Bangladesh carrying
out intcgrated rural develop-
ment activitics to improve the
socio-cconomic - condition of
the poor pcople through in-
come genceraling  activities,
primafy health care and ed-
ucation facilities for the poor
children.

Grillith with his long ca-
reer in development adminis-
tration had served  earlier in
Save the Children Fund,

UNICEF and Forcign and
Commonwealth office.

ol operations and managemeril
of all other aspects to achieve
success in the mission.

Air Vice Marshal Altafl
opined that the lessons they
acquired from this course
would bring about a qualita-
tive change in their method of
accident investigation and
thercby enable them to iden-
tify the root cause of an acct-
dent.

Besides, DBangladesh Air
Force, student-officers from
Pakistan Air Force, Bangladesh
Army and Civil Aviation have
taken part in the three-month
long course.

Wing Commander Sohel
Muzallar of Pakistan Air Force
was adjudged the best student-
officer and was awarded the
chief of air stall's trophy.

Among others, Defence
Adviser of Pakistan and high
civil and military offlicers at-
tcnded the ceremony.
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Indo-Bangla cultural
ties to grow further

Jute Minister ASM Hannan
Shah has said cultural activities
with joint participation of
artistes from both esh
and India will further consoli-
date and expand the friendly

relgtionship and cooperation

existing between the two
countries, reports BSS.

He was addressing as the
chiefl guest 4 function organ-
ised in connection with per-
formance of a dance drama -
tled "Odyssey in Bangladesh”
participated by artistes of
Bangladesh and India at the
auditorium of National
Museum in Dhaka Wednesday.

Akhtaruzzaman Chowdhury,
MP and organiser of the func-
tion advocate MA ,Bari ad-
dressed as special guest. The
function was held under the
auspices of Bani Prakashani.

The minister said all the

(S m—

people living in this planet be-
i;:mg l%: "greater human fam-

ily." rich and pcople
of the South East ﬂm
countiries, Africa, Latin
America and those from .the
East and West can work to-
gether for forging closer at-
tachment and showing love for
this human family, he, ob-
served.

The Jute Minister recalled
wih gratitude the contribution
of India in the Liberation War
of Bangladesh and aid and as-
sistance of different countries
including the United States
during ‘the tidal surge in

. He said the
attitude of the de
world on the issues like na-
tional emancipation, natural

calamities and famine could
now be attained easily.
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Do You know whois the
1991 WORLD-CHAMPION

Which Car is the 1991 Formula-1
World Champion? Which Driver is
the 1991 World Champion? For the
Answers Please Read Todays
The Daily Ittefaq.
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just for you

The Baily Star is pleased to introduce a new
column where individuals and organisations can
publish Birthday and Anniversary Greetings,
Congratulatory and, Condolence Messages, Get-
Well/Good-Luck Wishes, Birth/Death Announce-
ments, In Memoriam, etc. at nominal charges.

For booking details, please contact :
Advertisement Manager
Phone : 246023-4, 863035

Tk 287 cr LPG projects taken up

The Government has taken

up two projects involving an

expenditure of Taka 287 crome

aimed at bufilding a proper in

frastructure for the supply of
Hquified Petroleum Gas (LIYG)
as fucl, alicrnative 10 natural
#as, reports HSS.

Informing Lhis at the [first
mecting of the Parliamentary
Standing Commitlice on
Energy. Dr Mosharral |lossatn,
Minister for Energy
Mincral Resourees, sald when
implemented the projects

and :

eign exchange, otherwise used
to import fucl oil, the minister
added
He said work
projecis, Lo start soon, would
be completed within 1994
Under Lhe project, two LPG
plants will be set up at Elanga
in Tangail and Keilashlila in
Sylhct, a PID source sald.
Detailing Dr. Hossain said
Petrobangla has taken up a
Taka 117.3 crore project in-
cluding Taka 93.5 crore in for
?n exchange lor production
LG gas and transpartation.
project: of” Taka
inchading Taka
in forcign ex-

on Lthe wo

Anothor
180 <¢rorc
90.06 crorc

change has been taken up by

Dhaka WASA
Tender Notice
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Tenders are invited from Dhaka WASA enlisied
' Ist, 2nd & 3nd class mechanical and electrical (A/B/C
 Calcgory) contractors with nccessary cxperience for re-
Mmﬂc:muﬂmmtyum installation works of the
._pwm::fNannd: Storm Waicr Pump Station at a
‘cost allotment of Taka 45,009/-. Tenders will be
received up 10 12-00 Noon on 2-12-91 and opened the
same day in presence (if any) of the ienderers or their

FCPrescniatives.

Tender schedule will be available at the office of
‘the Chicl A« ounts Officer, WASA Bhaban, 98 Kazi
Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka and all MODS Zone offices
«of Dhaka WASA. Other detailed descriptions will be
‘availabic from the undersigned.

i‘m
1 Bagicha, Dhaka
WMA-!’ 1.—394/91

DFP (G)—14072-25/11

Md. Zahurul Alam
Excowtive Engincer
(current responsibility)
Drsinage Division-2
Dhaka , WASA

————d@R QOVNPW
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Bangladesh Petroleum
Corporation lor siorage ol gas
botting and its distribution, he
added.

The meeting reviewed the
progress of work of diffcrent
departments under the min-
istry and discussed ways for
making power scclor d{:nmk'
by reducing the system

The commitiee moembers
Azixul llag, A KM \bu Taher,
Manzurul llasan Munshi,

Shahiduzzaman lelu, Imran
Ahmed, Abdul Awal Mia, Abdul
Mugqit Khan and A.K.M.
Jahangir Hossain attended the
meecling.

Secretary ol the Ministry

Mohammad Al and heads of
corporations and dcpartments
were present on the occaslon.
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Friday
Morning Session

Opening announcement
Al Quran

Cartoon Film: Mutant
Ninja Turties

Film show: The
Spectacular World of
;uirll'l:l Records

43rd Emmy Award
News in E
Popular

Programme

Maoner Mukurey:

Shumudrey Gangchil
Evening Session
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Reading from ~ the

10-00

10-05 Film

11-15
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No change in night temperature

Dry weather is likcly to prevail across the country during
tht next 24 hours till 8 pm Friday, reports UNIS.

Met office says no appreciable change in night
is expected.
‘s maximum temperature in Dhaka was 27.5

degree Celsius and the minisnum 17.2 degrees. Country's
lowest terrperature |13 degree Celsius was recorded .

Percentage of humidity was 7] in the morning and 69 in
the evening.
Sun sets today (Friday) at 5.11 pm and rises on Saturday
at 6.24 am. Temperature and humidity recorded at important
cities and towns on Monday were:

Cities/Towns Temperature in Humidity in

degree Celsius percentage

Max Min 9 am 6 pm
Dhaka 27.5 17.2 71 659

28.7 16.6 80 70
w 26.8 13.0 6 L5
Khulna 28.4 14.7 HH 68
Rangpur 26.3 14.0 20 83
[Barisal 27 .4 16.3 M4 75
Sylhet 27.9 15.4 e 73
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TENDLn NOTICE
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Bangladesh Small & Cottage Industries Corporation

137/138 Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000
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