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Sport

BFF in a fix regarding selection of SAF squad

Asian Club Cup finals Dec 12-22

The final round of
the 1lth Asian
Club Cup cham-
plonship with Lhe
top eight club
sides of the con-
be held from

will

tinent
December 12 to 22 in Doha,
Qalar.
- A fax received b
Football
(BFF) from Peter Velappan, the
Secretary of the Asian Football

Conlfederation (AFC)
confirmed the above

According to the fax, seven
of the eight finalists have al-
ready confirmed their berths
while another will emerge lol-
lowing the delayed sccond
rou return-leg clash be-
tween the South China A team
and the Yomiuri team [rom
Japan.

The scven teams who have
qualified are Bangladesh
Federation Cup champions
Dhaka Mohammedan Sporting
Club, Pyongyang City Club of
North Korea, Al-Hilal Club of
Saudi Arabia, Esteghlal Club of
Iran, Port Authority of
Thailand, and the Al Shabab

crday
s.

ROME, Nov 25:
AC Milan's Dutch
stars Ruud Gullit
and Marco Van
Basten scorcd
first-halfl goals to
propel the first-place Red and
Black t Cremonese 3-1 in
the Italian soccer lcaguc on
S , reporis AP,

With 19 points, Milan lcads
secorid-place Juventus of Turin
by two points.

. Juvenius received goals

from German stopper Jurgen
Kohler and Italian striker
Pierluigi Cairaghi to down
Ascoli 2-0.

Napoly, which slipped past
Bari 1-0, is in third place with
15 points.

In other Sunday action,
Parma and Internazionale of
Milan drew 1-1; AS Roma
downed Sampdoria of Genoa 2-
0; Atalanta Bergamo upsct
Foggia 3-2: Fiorentina and
Lazio of Rome tied 1-1; Genoa
and Cagliari drew 2-2 and
Torino and Verona played to a
scorcless tie.

Al Milan, Van Basten out-
leapt the Cremonese defense
on a cross [rom winger

Roberto Bonadoni to head the
ball into the net at 23 minuices.
Gullit doubled the Milan

German ladies in
World Cup semis

HONG KONG, Nov 25 :
Europcan champions Germany
beat Denmark 2-1  in
Zhongshan Sunday lo rcach
the semifinals of the Women's
Football World Cup, thanks lo
Heidi Mohr's goal in Lthe last
minute of cxtra lime, Xinhua
ncws agency said in a report
monitored here, reports AFD,
Scorers : Dettina Wiegmann,
Germany (18th pen), Susan
Mackensle, Denmark
(26th pen), Heidi Mohr,

Germany (120th)
New idea for

old clubs

PARIS, Nov 26 : Three of
the old continent's richest
clubs are planning their own
tournament aflter [afling o

make any impression on this
scason’'s European Cup, re-

ports AFP.

AC Milan president Silvio
Berlusconi dreamed up the
idea and has tempted Juventus
and Paris St Germain to join in
with the [irst dale on
December 28 at the San Siro
Siadium.

“The tourn.ment will take
place in a singlc evening with
45 minuile malches in which
cach tcam will play the other.”
sald Parts deputly chairman
Michel Denisot on Sunday.

" will be held three Limes
a year, in Milan, Turin and
Paris,” he added.

Jamalpur soccer

JAMALPUR, Nov 25

swimming rccord in  the

wonuns 100 axtres

Sports Reporter

and Al n clubs rom hosts
Qatar and the Uniled Arab

Emirales respectively.

Esteghlal Club of Iran won
the 10th Asian Club Cup tour-
nament held In Dhaka last July
beating Liaoning Club — the
1989 champions — of China in
the final. |

In that tournament Dhaka
Mohammedans played all three
robin league matches of the [i-
nal round but despite finishing
unbeaten they failed Lo rcach
the semifinals. Mohammedans
drew all their three maitchces,
against Bangkok Bank Club of
Thailand, April 26 Club of
North Korca and Esteghlal
Club, the eventual champions.

This time round,
Mohammedans beat Pakistan
champions Wapda Club 5-0 on
aggregate in the first round
and the Maldives champions
New Radiant FC, also 5-0 on
aggregate in the homc-away
sccond round fixtures.

The dates for the final
round have come as a bit of a
shock for the BFF who would
have liked the dates to have
been a little later in view of the

lead at 37 minules, heading a
lob over the [lingertips of
Cremonesce nciminder
Michelangelo Rampulla.

AL 54 minutes, Marco
Gilanbdcbiaggi brought
Cremoncse within one goal
when he finished off a fast-
break with an casy tap-in.

VAN BASTEN

Bul al 76 minutes, substi-
tutc midliclder Dicgo Fuser
tallicd on a 20-meter (yard)
drive. Fuscr took Gullit's place
al Lhe beginning of the second
hall.

Van Bastcn's goal, his sev
enth ol the year, ties him for
the leaguc scoring lead with
Foggia's Francesco Bajano and
Napoli's Gianfranco Zola.

Ikcgke“ndk

NEW DELLI, Nov
25 Moham-
medan Sporting
Club ol Calcutta
rcecorded a facile
3-0 vwviclory over
feeble opponents Royal
Nepal Airlines in a one-sided
allair in Pool "B" quarterfinal
lcague match of the DCM
football tournament here
ycsterday, reports PTI.

The winners led 1-0 at the
breather,

Tauscef Jamal put his team
ahcad in the 36th minute as he
scored ofl a rebound with a
rasping drive. Morshed shol
from the left but the ball re-
bounded from a defender’s le
Tauseel latched on 1o the ba
immediately and neatly drove
home.

The second goal lor the
winners came through Godlrey
Pericra,who trapped a pass
from Mshtaque Ali from the

their

TOKYO, Nov 25 :

Japanese car
maker Mazda
Molor Corp
denied today

British ncwspa
per reports that it had ap-

proached England soccer star
Bryan Robson about playing lor
the team it sponsors, rcporis
Reuter.

"We are not aware of such
reports and don’'t have such a
plan to recruit Robson at this
slage,” said a spokesman at
Mazda, basced in Hiroshima in
Western Japan.

Mazda sponsors a club that
plays under the name Mazda
and ts onc of 10 clubs that will
play in Japan's ncw profes-
sional lcaguc slarting in 1993,

"Currcntly, we n't have

s o recruil any new lor-

cign players,” the spokesman

A double by China

Vv

BARCELONA, Nov
25 : China swept
both titles in the
World Team Cup
table tennis on

lo restore
repulations :’r:l?d at the

World Championships in May,
reports Reuter.

Their men whitewashed
hoiders and world champions
Sweden 3-0 while their
wormen beat South Korea 3-1.

Sweden were without world
singles champion Jergen
Persson. who succumbed 0 a
knec injury that has bothered
him all week

Jan -Ove Waldner the
oprning singles for Sweden

forthcoming fifth South Asian
Foederation (SAF) Gamwes in the
Sri Lankan capital Colombo
from Dec 22 o 30.

The BFF, which has been
conducting a f[inal residential
camp for sclecting the
Bangladesh squad for the
Games at the Bangladesh Krira
Shikkhya Protisthan's Savar
premises since Nov 14, now
finds itself in a quandary re-
garding finalisation of the
team. Mohammedan Sporting
Club oflicials have made it
quite clear that several of their
sltars who have been called to
the BFF camp will not be
sparcd in case the schedules
for the SAF Games and the
Asfan Club Cup finals clash or
are too close to each other.
Now it remains o be secn how
the BFF goes about picking its
tcam for the SAF Games
following the announcement of
the Club Cup dates.

Bangladesh lost the last SAF
Gamces gold medal to hosts
Pakistan in the [inal in
Islamabad in 1989, a perfor-
mance Lthat wasn't too casily
accepled by Lthe soccer-mad

Milan soar with Flying Dutchmen

At Ascoli, Juventus took an
carly lcad against lowly Ascoli
on thh.-r's first minutc tally.
The German stopper, consid-
ered by many to be the [inest
defender playing in Italy, found
a gap in the Ascoli defense to
head home a frec kick by
tcammate Roberto Baggio.

At 60 minutes, Casiraghi
steered another Baggio cross
past Ascoli goaltender Fabrizio
Loricri for the 2-0 viclory.

Al Naplecs, Napoli and Bari
battled under pouring rain for
more than 50 minutes belore
Zola momentarily lit up the
malch with a [ree kick scorc at
53 minutes,

Four of Zola's scven goals
this year have come on [ree
kicks. A benchwarmecr for
Napoli the past two scasons,
the 5-foot-6 (1.65 mcter)
playmaker made his debut
with the [talian national tcam

" against Norway on Nov 13.

At Rome, forward Ruggicro
Rizzitelli and midliclder
Giuseppe Giannini scored to
give Roma a 2-0 viclory over
Sampdoria. For the defending
champions, it was the sixth
loss of the 11-match-old sea-

S0n.
Al Parma, Inter ferward

Davide Fontlolan put the visi-

for Cal MSC

right.

With no dclender in sight,
Pericra’'s shot went  in with
greal foree leaving the rival
goaltender Sambhu Bastola
dazoed.

Mohammedan Sporting lost
a golden opportunity of in-
crcasing Lheir tally when
Godircy Periera pas the ball
to Tausel, who shot wide.

But Pericra was relieved
when his second pass was
clecanly taken up by
Christopher and converted
into the third and last goal for
the Calcutta’'s Premier Club.

The match was a one-sided
allair with the Royal Nepal
Airlines boys showing little
confidence in their moves.

But Manish Shah and Rajesh
Masky did set up a good move
for the Ncpalcse team in the
30th minute, which was lolled
when a host of defenders
crowded them.

Mazda deny Robson rumour

added.

Reports in British popular
ncwspapers sald Mazda had
approached Robson, the

former England captain.
Last Wednesday, current

England captain Gary Lincker
confirmed he would leave
Tottenham Hotspur at the end
of the season to join Japanese
club Grampus Eight in 1993.
Grampus is backed by the giant
Toyota Motor Corp.

interviewed on an NHK
television sports programmes
broadcast on Sunday night,
Lincker said he was two
lessons of Japanese a week and
regarded ng in Japan as a
greal c

"1 look 'Fnr-rln:l to learning
about Japan's culture, which is
very different o what | am
used o and very difficult but
very interesting,” he said.

and wenti down 21-23, 21-13,
21-17 1o Ma Wenge, whom he
had beaten times in the

“When Waldner lost, | think
their other players wondered
how they were going to make
up for i,” Chinese coach Cai
Zhnhua said.

it proved oo much of a
challcnge. Peter Karlsson,
ying in his first team

inal, was beatcn in three
ganws by Tae and Erik
Lindh suecc in two to
Wang | lao.

China fAnished seventh in
the team evenl at the world

champtonships.

public back home. Given the
fact that a SAF Games gold
medal means much more for
the national prestige soccer
lovers of the country would
hope Lthe BFF and
Mohammodans find a formula
whereby the star players of the
club can still don national

colours and fight for national -

honour in Colombo.

Indeed, it's a tricky choice
for both the BFF and the
champion club of the country.

For the record, seven
Mohammedan players. are in-
cluded in the 29 booters at-
tending the residential camp
at Savar. They are goalkeeper
Sayced |lassan Kanan, stoppers
Kaiscr Hamid and Jewel Rana,
midiclders Rumman Bin-Wali
Shabbir, Mahbubur Rahman
Roxy and Sailul Bari Tito, and
striker Imtiaz Ahmed Naquib.
Two others — Jeft-backs Barun
Bikash Dewan and Imtiaz
Sultan Johnny — have had to
withdraw [rom the camp be-
causc of injurics.

Mohammedans would have

lo rcach Qatar by Dec 10, ac-

cording to the AFC [ax.

tors ahead 1-0 when  he
scored on a loose ball in the
Parma goalcrcasc after 18
minulcs.

Czcechoslovak forward
Tomas Skuhravy scored on a
corner kick by teammate
Mariu Boriolazi al 31 minules

o pul his tcam in [ront of
Caghdﬂ

Uruguayan forward Enzo
Francescoli tallied on a 45th-
minute f[ree kick to tie the
scorce al onc-all.

At 58 minutes, Francescoli
launched a 40-meter (yard)
lcad pass for teammate Daniel
‘onseca, and Fonseca beat
defender Nicola Caricola to the
ball and scored on a breakaway
to give Cagliari a 2-1 lead.

Caricola made up for his er-
ror at 72 minutes by heading
home a cross [rom Gennaro
Ruotolo to tie the score at 2-2.

At Foggia, Atalanta mid-
ficider Roberto Nicolini took
advantage of a rarc Foggia de-
fcnsive lapse to put he visitors
into the lead at 10 minutes.

2002 W Cup to
be held in Asia

MANILA, Nov 25 : An Asian
counltry will host the World
Cup [flinals in 2002,
International Football
Federation (FIFA) president
Joao Havelange said today, re-
ports Reuter,

"The World Cup will be held
in Asia in 2002, Havelangc
told a news conference at the
end of a three-day visit to
Manila for the opening ol the
16th South East Asian Games
on Sunday .

Five countries — Japan,
South Korea, China, Malaysia
and Saudi Arabia — had ex-
pressed interest in hosting the
competition, he said.

But Havelange sct tough
conditions for would-be hosts,
saying they must have 12 sta-
diums that can seat an average
ol 40,000 people and a venuce
that can seat 80,000 for the
opening and closing cere-
monics.

*There should also be no
immigration and forcign cur-
rency restrictions in  the
country concerned,” Havelange
winkd

FIFA would stage the World
Youth Soccer Championship in
Japan in 1993 and Malaysia in
1997 o boost development of
the sport in Asia, he said.

Costa Ricans
hold US

booters 1-1

IRVING, Texas, Nov 25
Dominic Kinnear scored his
first international goal in the
sixth minute Sunday, but Costa
Rica came back to tie tLhe
United States 1-1 in the final
game of the year for the
Americans, rcports AP.

Mauricio Montero tied the
game for Costa Rica 14 min-
utes into the second halfl in
Texas Stadium.

US forward Bruce Murray
was cjected in the 33rd
minute along with Viadimir
Quesada of Costa Rica following
a

The United States (9-5-4)
had beaten Costa Rica 3-2 on
July 3 in the first round of the
first CONCACAF Gold Cup, the
first championship ol scoccer's
North and Central American
and Caribbcan region.

The Americans are 8-2-3
since Bora Milulinovice ook
over as coach.

in Sunday's game, the
United Stales rﬂ:dk:d only
one of s &hy
ers, defender John Doy {
Sweden's Ogryte IS club.

Among the missing were
Tab Ramos and Peter Vermes
of Figueras in Spain, John
Iarkes of Sheflicld Wed

in England, Paul Caligiurt of

Friedurg in Germany and
Frank of AEK in
Greece.

|
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Aston Villa's Kevin Richardson clears the ball from the head of Leed s'diving Lee Chﬂpmun durmg the First Division

match in Blrmmghum on Nov 24. Leeds United won 4- l,t.ah ng the lead in the league's point table.

NEW YORK, Nov
25: World
number one and
defending cham-
pion Monica
Seles overcame a
vintage performance by
Martina Navratilova on Sunday
to win the season-ending
Virginia Slims Championships
6-4, 3-6, 7-5, 6-0, recporls
Reuter.

After three thrilling sets,
Seles steamrolled the fourth-
sceded former number one to
claim her 10th title of the year

MONICA SELES
after reaching the final of all
16 tournaments she playced.

Scles, who finished the ycar
with an Iimpressive 74-6
record, picked up 250,000
dollars for her hard-lought vic-
tory.

WMde in 550,000 dollars
in year-end bonus moncy, the
17 -year-old Yugoslav carned a
record 2,457,758 dollars in
1991. Navratilova sel the old
mark of 2,173,666 dollars in
1984.

Navratilova, who won Lhis
tournament five times — the
last time in 1986— will have to
wail until next year lo claim a
record -breaking 158Lh career
title”] played -my bcestl tennis.

JOIIANNESBURG

, Nov 25 : Anders
Jlrryd ol Sweden
and Australian
John Fitzgerald
beat old rivals Ro-
bert Seguso and Ken Flach
here Sunday to take the world
doubles title, reports AFP.

Jarryd and Fitzgerald re-
versed a two-match losing
streak against the US Davis
Cup combination to win the
ATP doubles final 6-4, 6-4, 2-
6, 6-4.

"It's a nice feeling,”
Fitzgerald said alfter winning
his first world doubles title.

She just played betler, so well
donc,”" said the 35-year-old
Navratilova, who picked up
120,000 dollars for her con-
siderable efforts.

"l don't have any right to be
out herc al my age, bul I'm still
having a blast and I'm thrilled
to be able to still compele with
the top players in Lhe world.

“The [irst three scls were a
true pleasure,” she said o a
thundering ovalion [rom the
crowd of more than 18,000 al
Madison Squarc Garden.

The contest provided a
classic match-up of the ageing,
dominant player of the last
decade against a scnsational
player halfl her age and the ap-
parent player of the 1990s — a
serve-and-volleyer against a
baseline basher.

Seles, who won this event
last year in a five-set epic
against Gabriela Sabatini,
whom she destroyed in this
year's semifinals, said : "It
wasn't but it was pretty
easy to finish it off.

"Luckily this year it didn’t
go to a [ifth sct becausc | don't
think | could have taken it, I'm
so tired.”

Navratilova, who uscd lo
overpower her opponcents
cight or 10 ycars ago, had to
rely on her wilts and finessc
against the Yugoslav's raw
power.

Timc and again the crafty
veleran played the angles or
sct up soft touch volleys to
keecp the pressure on Seles.

But Navratilova, the only
player Lo take a set this week
from Lhe tlop-ranked teen,
would have to have played
lawless tennis to prevail as
Seles took advantage ol nearly
every opening by the fourth
seed

-

"She didn't give me too
many sccond serves today, but
whenever | needed my serve it
was there,” said Seles, winner
of every major tournament but
Wimbledon this year. *

A couple of key points made
the diffcrence in the first set
as both playcrs served cx-

arryd has won the event twice
htfurt with fellow Swede
Stefan Edberg.

Jarryd and Fitzgerald
looked in control for most ol
the match returning their op-
ponents's strong serves with
confidence.

Flach dropped his serve in
the seventh game of the first
set, allowing Jarryd and
Fitzgerald to take a set off the
number three seeds for the
first time during this tourna-
ment. dcopped

Seguso and Flach drop
serve in the second set, and |

despite breaking Jarryd in the

—AFP pheto

tremely well with Navratilova
ending her first four service
games with aces.,

Scles reached the first
break point in the ninth game
of Lthe two-hour ecight-minute
match.

Navratilova appcared lo
have averted disaster with
what scemed like a sure fore-
hand put-away. Bul Seles not
only retrieved it, but whipped
a backhand crosscourt winner
for the break and served out
the sect.

The second sct was jusl as

NAVRATILOVA

tight and filled with thrilling
points to the delight of thce
crowd that was solidly bchind

Navratilova, the sentimental

favourite.

Navratilova, who [inished
the year by rcaching five suc-
cessive finals including the US
Opcn which she lost to Scles,
fought ofl a brecak point in the
fith gamc¢ and three more in
the seventh.,

When the nine-time
Wimbledon winner finally held
that scventh game with yel an-
other ace, the crowd went
wild.

Navratilova scored her first
break of the maltch in the next
game to lead 5-3 and levelled

arryd, Fitzgerald champs

fourth game they lost the set.
The situation brielly re-

scts up "It was a
for them to come

combination faccs
in Davis Cup final In
L 3 [

* Seles caps a sensational year by
denying Navratilova her record

the maich with some brilliant
serving in the next game.

Seles, who wore an inlensc
game face and rarely displayed
emotion, rolled to a 3-0 lcad in
the pivotal third set.

By contrast, Navralilova ap
pcartd to be thoroughly ¢
ing hersell and often hmkl:
into a broad grin — even aller
blowing the occasional vo

Undaunted by Lhe dt.[lcil
Navratilova, who won the 16-
player season final four suc-
cessive time in the mid- 1980s,
recled off the next three
games to level it 3-3.

Scles then seemed o pul a
little something cxtra on her
passing shols and Navralilova
rcpealedly found herscll lung-
ing for vollcy alicmpls o no
avadl.

"I'd get up 30-love or 40-15
and still lost the game because
she hit four winners,”
Navratilova said.

"You can't relax lor one sec-
ond with her. She is very, very
mentally tough.”

Scles broke at love in the
cighth game with a forchand
pass that ticked off
Navratilova's racket and found
hersell serving for the set al 5-
8

Navratileva broke right
back, however, and when she
held for 5-5 with an overhead
smash the crowd again roared.

Bul Seles immediately
scized back the momentum.
She held for 6-5 and avoided a
ticbreak by breaking
Navratilova for the third time
in Lthe set.

Navratilova quickly fell be-
hind 0-40 and saved two break
poinls with an acc and a
sharply-angled forchand velley.

But Seles drilled a forchand
scrvice return down Lthe line to
take the set 7-5 and then
rolled Lthrough the third set
withoul losing a game.

“l had a little ket-down in
the beginning ol Lhe fourth set
and she jumped all over me,”
Navralilova said. "1 hil good
serves exaclly where | wanted
and she just nailed it."

The :qublﬂ final, which
was disrupted on Wednesday

supporters ol Black groups
e to South Alrica’s re-

Thirtysix demonstrators
were arrested and char
with disturbing the peace
they chanted and shouted out-
side the Ellis Park Stadium

Those arrested would be
held until teday uniess they
a 50 rands (18 dollars)

. Van Zwecl said.

Both the hardline Pan
Alricanist Congress (PAC) and
the Azanian Pcople's
Organisation (AZAPO) have
pledged to prevent the South
African Open [from going ahead
today.

An earlter report said,

Jarryd, of Sweden, and
Fitzgerald, of Australia, took
the first two sels 6-4, 6-4,
then dropped the third set 2-6



