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Restraint Need of the Hour

Yesterday was a specially calamitous day for
. Angry

ute and textile workers at-
the national communication
tting their
ice tried to
semortigad
result was, ntmdnrd unp
: - wdenounct the workers’ ac-
t, on the other
the situation (oo.
government Press Note ol Sunday was the
most unfortunate read of the year. It was uncon-
only because it was all cliche an little
but also because it was couched in all the
a hes of all the governments of the
] overnment is in disagreement with
certain public programmes announced or ob-
by sections ol le, the situation only
belore the :dau;::n
.what's wrong about those rammes and the
had been bas:ﬁn It is more than
count uctive — indeed very injurious to the
cause ol democracy — 1o dub protesters as ‘anli-
national quarters' consisting 'elements out to dis-
rupl national development work'. Worse still is
conspiracies in sectarian mass protests.
ote is dﬁub unfortunate because it has,
in a mmt uncalled for manner, married the situ-
ation arising out of the jute and textile workers'
action yesterday aimed at disrupting national
communication, to the just inaugurated canal
:ﬁg rogramm: People are [ree to like or
dislike lﬂ

H

rogramme and there are, in fact,
y tested patnnts of superior knowledge of
the subjccl — hydrology, hydrography, geomor-
phology. soil nutrition et al — who point to many
gaps in the programme as il exists now. They
cannot all be enemies of the nation. Why confuse
issues even when one wants (o call namr:s? And
why should one call names alter all? People who
you sit across with as peers — equal to equal —
can not become vested interests involved in
vicious conspiracies out (o undo national
development minutes after the talks have failed.

Our democratically elected government will be
well-advised to eschew not only these [oolish and
futile jargons but also the attitudes they dress up.
How very mrunﬁly the nation [eels the present
governmeni to become a model of democratic

ractices and dispensation of power to work as a
gcacun for the successive ones.

We have earlier recorded our serious rejection
of the jute and textile workers' attempt to halt
national communication. This will help no one
and will only escalate things. Their demands do
not declare a revolution and there must be ways
to do something about. Why should the workers
burn their boats and lose sympathy of the general
masses in the bargain. And why should govern-
ment make all of the workers :emd their leader
anti-state subversives. It is they who will turn the
wheels, if not tomorrow but surely the day after
and as long as there will be industry.

Restraint on both sides is the need of the hour,
for the sake of the nation as a whole.

The Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha (Rajuk)
seems sel to go on yet another of its destructive
sprees, following expiry of its deadline yesterday

for owners of unauthorised buildings Lo gel clear-
ance from itselfl. This would not be the [irst time

Rajuk bulldozers would go to work to clear
metropolitan areas under lts d|unsdicunn of con-
structions of any and every description and size
that were built without meeting its requirements
or even seeking its permission in the first place.

When one looks at the way the capital city has
"developed” over the past twn decades, one can-
not but sympathasise with the predicament of the
authorities charged with the unenviable task of
keeping the city's growth within a planned
framework, or at least within the limits of man-

ability. The institution was set up to make

aka a city fit for human habitation, which
natural meant bring some order out of the
chaos ol unplanned constructions that were often
way ofl the mark as far as safety, hygiene, and
other [actors of citizen comfort and convenience
were concerned. But the very fact it is about to
launch another demolition drive, illustrates that
its previous operations neither cleared the city of
such {llegal buildings nor did they deter anyone
f[rom going ahead with new, unauthorised
constructions.

There is a lesson hidden in it, and it is this:
some of our institutions are lacking in credibilit
and seriousness in the public perception. Il Raju
was {aken as it should have been, being entrusted
by the state to perform a specific public duty,
then this problem would not have existed in the
first place. For its part Rajuk, unable to make

e take note of its rules and regulations,

s little alternative but Lo go on another round

of demolition work, with all the wasteful use of

public money it entails. On lglp of it, Rajuk's ac-
tions are likely to leave a lot of people aggrieved.

But those are private citizens, mostly with
small streetside constructions being used for
small-scale commercial enterprises. But what
about the big boys? It is reliably learnt, as re-
ported in this paper yesterday, that many of the
government buildings constructed in recent years
were done so without obtaining the required

on from Rajuk. In other words, govern-

nt departments themselves felt it quite OK to

re a major state institution. If government

artments refuse to abide by rules and regula-

tions drawn up by the government itsell, then
where does that leave the general population?

There is little doubt that Rajuk's bulldozers can
be unstoppable when they [ace small restaurants
or shops owned by erless cilizens who earn a
living [rom those places and contribute in their

own small measures (o Lthe general economic ac-

tivity of the country. But what would Rajuk do to
the r law-breakers, the real culprits, such as
the huge new annex buil of
or the new block at the Police headquarters at
Rajarbagh? It may not yet be too late for Rajuk to
underutand that o by throwing the book at the
sharks —those wlth all the but no sense of
responsibility — that the minnows of this wurld
wuuld be taught to behave themselves and
res for the law and norms of mo crn
behmrlnur But that is not likely Lo hap-
so long as Rajuk or a rzlother government
continue to lr:al 1 men and institu-
tions as if they the law. In a demo-
cratic state, nu is above the law and Rajuk

lhouldmnducl its according to ils own
book of rules, in faet,
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HE recent changes
in the p-liutl.l lnl

economic spheres of Ba-

ngladesh and ecvents occ-
u clsewhere in the world
have s

for creating an internationally

competitive man-ufacturing
sector. In that regard. there is
an increasing recognition i:
Bangladesh that global as we
as regional flows of external

resources, specially foreign
direct investment 1), can
be of special . The
Industrial y 1991 (IP
199 1) echoes thal recognition.

reach Banglade
previous two “waves” nu:'urﬂq
during last thirty years were
firmly anchored on production
cost differences and industrial
relocation activities of the
capilal surplus countries. The
"third wawve” of FDI flows are
likely to eccur largely, but not
entirely, in response to world
wide trends in implemcniing
liberalization and deregulation
measures.

Some of the recent devel
opments in the world economy
are expecled to gather mo-
mentum during the decade of
1990s, alfecting external re-
source flows to Bangladesh and
other LDCs. In particular,
Soviet Union and East
European countries arc poiscd
to become an importanl scg-
ment of the world cconomy,
compe for scarce savings,
external markets and technol-
ogy transfer, and accepling a
rising share of exports [rom
other countries. As the recon-
struction of Kuwait and Iraq
may cause a major diversion ol
development resources, the
social and infrastructure nceds
of unificd Germany and other
industrialized countrics will
add to strong global demand
for savings. In order lo over-
come some of these uncertain-
tics surrounding external re-
source flows, Bangladesh
would have to reorient its de-

velopment priorities in using
these resources. In particular

concessionary oflicial iﬂmi
opment assistance (ODA)
would have © be used primar-
ily to alleviate poverty, develop
human resources, bulld infras-
tructure and sct up basic in-
dustrics. Other forms of cxier-
nal resources ke FDI should
be utilized Lo creale an inler-
nationally tive manu-
[acturing sector with the sup-

participation of 1t
domestic privale sector.

Asian-Pacific Region

In the Astan-Pacific region,
FDI has become an importiant
source of external resource
bringing a wide range of bene-
fits to the host countries, in-
cluding access lo markets,

technology and managcment
skills. There have been scveral
factors behind the surge in FDI
flows in the region. In particu-
lar, the debt crisis of carly
19808 and domestic policies
pursued by many countries
were responsible for the in-
creasc in FDI Nlows. It was real-
ized that export-oriented in-
dustrialization stralcgics
adopted by the NIEs first and
then by the ASEAN-4, could be
made morc cflcctive through
the promotion of FDI. As a
conscquence, the Astan-Paciflc
region has scen the [lastest
growth in FDI during the last
two decades, averaging be-
tween 13 per cenl o 16 per
cent, most of which fllowed Lo
East and South East Asia.
During 1981 to 1987, Asian
economies received FDI flows
totaling US$ 18 billlon, some
93 per cent of which went Lo
China, Hong Kong, Indoncsia,
Malaysta, Republic of Korca,
Singapore, Taiwan Province ‘l
China and Thailand. Thc bu

by Kazi Farhad Jalal

As a fallow-up to The Daily Star Round
Table, we are publishing this article on one
of the major topics discussed in the

meeti

of the FDI from outside the
region went to Lthe ASEAN-4
NIEs and China with Soulh
Asia receiving a declining
relative share of FDI flows in
Asia-Pacific.

Intra-Asian Flows

In intra-Asian flows of FDI.
Japan and NIEs emerged as
the major sources of Intra-
Asian | with Japan's FDI
growing by 73 por cent in

lerprises employed approxi-
matcly 112,000 peoupl ac-
counling for less than 5 per
cent of estimated tolal indus
trial employment of 2.33 nul-
Hon. Since FDI in Bangladesh
‘has generally flowed inlo rela-

tively low technolo indus-
mc.ly its con lb#ln tech

nology transfer and expanding
the technological base of the
country has been very limited.
For a long time, local en-

The key clements of a
siraloeghc h o attract
FII can be shetched as ollows:

/)| Labour-ihten sive/dome-
stic market: industrics in this
calcgory use labour as their
mosl imporiant input and
these should be chosen to
mecl domestic priorities. In
this calcgory, a good potential
cxisls in developing industrics
that supply inpuls lo
agriculture, such as pumps,
pipes, brrigation lools, tillers
and Lras vehickes.

(ii) Labour-intensive /expo-
rt-oriented: These indusirics
also use labour as the most
important input. Since they
musl cater o domestic needs,
indusiries in this cale can
be choseén to meet mestic

piiorities. In this category, the

in the world economy are expected to gather momentum during the decade of

1987 and 45 per conl in 1988,
The NIEs as a group have
emerged as the second most
important source of Intra-
Asian FDI flows, investing pri-
marily in sia, Indonesia,
Thatland and Philippincs.
Despite a very favorablc
government policy towards
FDI, available evidence sug-
gedts that foreign direct in-
vestment in Bangladesh has
remained quite insignificant,
amou to only USS 7.7m in
1977 and an average of
US8$6.39 for 1985-88 period.
The reinvested profit part of
FDI amounted to more than 50
per cent of total FDI infllow and
it reached 92 per cent in
1988. FDI is not well diversi-
filed and until recently, was
confined to only a few manu-
facturing activitics like phar-
maccutical and chemicals. The
contribution of foreign cnicer-
priscs o employment gencra-
tion, export earnings and
technology flows has also been
limited. In 1986, [orcign cn-

trepreneurs found it difficult
lo enter Lthe industries domi-
nated by forcign investors,
principally duc to lack of capi-
tal, marketing links and other
expertise. In recent years local
enlrepreneurs have began to
participale in these industrics,
spucially in pharmaccuticals

and activitics nol requiring
high wwchnology.

Strategic Approach

In view ol Lhis disappoint-
ing performance of FDI in
Bangladcsh, the country must
adapt a stralcgic approach in
attracting FDI on any signifi-
canl scale. In that regard,
Bangladesh will need o
on two broad aspects In order
o attract FDI on a sustaincd
basis: (i) identily particular en-
terpriscs where Bangladesh
has a dynamic comparative ad-
vantage, and (if) overcome the
structural weaknesses of the
cconomy which hinder growth
and thercfore discourage flow
of FDJI into the country,

textile and garment industry
has a potential for both earning
scarce foreign exchange as

well as gencrating employment
for low-skilled labour. Ower
time these labour-

intensive /export -orfented
industries should be
encouraged to develop back-

ward linkages in the produc-
tion of capital s, interme-
diate inputs and other raw ma-

terials. Electronics and some
clectrical componenis manu-
facturing have also a good pos-
sibility for development in
Bangladesh. Assembly of
rinted circuit boards (PCH)
or use in TV's, radios and
other electronic equipment
and assembly of integrated cir-
cuits are some of the e
of the types of activities for
which opportunitics exist.

(t1f) Technology-intensi-
ve/domestic market: These
industries use technology and
capital, rather than labour, as

major [actor inputs. Expensive
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conditions provided by
source. And in Cooperative
Mode, mutual trust enables a
working rclationship between
source and recefver.

The author is the Director
of the Division for Industries
and Jluman Settlement,

ESCAP, Banghok.

Press Laws Will Muzzle Us, Journalists Say

David Musoke and Herald Tegama write from Kampala and Dar es Salaam, respectively.

GANDAN and Tanzanian

journalists are angered

over proposed press

laws which they suspect are

thinly-veiled government atte-
mpts to muzzle them.

The governments of both

East African countries have

announced plans to set up me-

dia watchdog organisations
which would have the power

| among other things, to disci-

pline journalists. The Ugandan
proposals would even give offi-
cials the power to shut down
newspapers and prevent indi-
vidual journalists from having
their work published.

In both countries, the anti-
media moves appear to have
been prompted by recent
newspaper stories which
proved embarrassing to
authorities. But journalists are
fighting back.

John Kakande, a columnist
in The Star, an independent
Ugandan English-language
daily, has described the pro-
posal in his country as
"outrageous and offensive”.

"l find it hard to believe,”
he adds, "that President
Yoweri Museveni's nment
— considered to be a people's
government — could come up,
even think of coming up with
such dirty press laws.”

In Tanzania too, journalists
have been vocal in their oppo-
sition to the proposal.
Decgratias editor of
the privately-owned newspa-
per Watu (The People). is blunt
in assessing the nt's
motives for setting the
council. "There are a lot o
dishonest people in the rull.ng
party,” he says. "They are upset
when we expose their stinking
deeds.”

InU a bill now before

Journalists in Uganda and Tanzania are bracing for tough new government proposals
which they say will give authorities too much power over their profession. Both East
African countries plan to set up press councils with sweeping powers, a move that runs
counter to the continent-wide trend towards multipartyism. But journalists in both coun-
tries refuse to keep quiet about the assaults on their freedoms.

Media clampdown
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the national legislature would §

require every practising jour-
nalist 1o possess a certificate
issued by a government-ap-
pointed media council. The li-
cense would be valid for a year
and rencwable every year
thereafter. The council would
keep a register of all practising
journalists and exercise dis-
ciplinary powers over them.
The council could strike
the name of a journalist found
guilty of "unprofessional con-
duct” ofl the register, or order

the seizure of a journalist's
property lo compensale any-
one deemed to have been ag-
grieved by the journalist's
work.

The bill would give absolute
power to the head of state to
keep oul of the country any
publication deemed by him to

be contrary to the public in-
terest and block eniry into
Uganda of [uture publications
by offending authors. |

The bill also makes it an of-
fence to degrade, revile or ex-
pose to hatred or contempt
any foreign ruler, ambassador
or other loreign dignitary with

the intent of disturbing pcace
between U a and another
nation. One could even be
found guilty of defaming a dead
person — something which is
not the casc¢ under present
law.

The helly, 54-page bill has
caused an uproar. The Uganda
Journalists Association, a vol-
untary group to which most
Ugandan journalists belong,
intends to ask the government
to scrap the proposed law.

Ugandans have enjoycd a
relatively [ree press since
Muscveni assumed power five
years ago lollowing almost two
decades of civil wars, military
dictatorships and political

turmoil. Indeed, on several oc-
casfons the Ugandan president

has claimed publicly to support
freedom of expression.

Nonetheless, elements of
the Ugandan government have
shown intolerance towards
those journalists who zealously
exercise the freedoms they
lacked wunder previous
regimes.

One such occasion arosec
last year, when four journalists
at a news conference in
Entabbe asked thcen Zambian
president Kennecth Kaunda
why he had not allowed young
leaders to take over the lead-
ership of his country, and why
he had granted political asylum
to former Ugandan president

- Milton Obole.

For almost onc ycar afller
the news conlerence, the gov-
ernment tried to have the
journalists punished. To its
annoyance, no laws were on
the books at the time provid-
ing for such punishment.

The government says it
wants its proposed press law
enacled now so thal its "very
importiant gucsts”™ arc not
asked embarrassing questions

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters

are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all ,communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and
address.

‘Media Round Table’

Sir, The Daily Star ‘Media
Round Table' open conference
is an fllumi and interest-
ing source of information for
the people towatds their wel-
fare, The views of the tici-
pants from a broad-based
group of thinkers drawn from
all walks of life, rank and file,
really reflect the hopes and
aspirations of the common

people.
It is right time to think. for

the people, by the people and
of the people to make our
democratic values and rule of
law practiscd and estlablished
firmly logcther by all of us to-
wards building a happy and
prospcrous Bangladesh.

We must take pecople into
confidence, ({rrespective of
caste, creed, religion and loca-
tion, and promote people-

Ugandan and other nations.

In Tanzania, mcanwhile,
few observers had cxpected
sudden press control in a
country debating multiparty-
ism. But a few days after
Planning Minister Kighoma
Malima accused some local
newspapers ol “sedition”,
Information and DBroadcasting
Minisicr Benjamin Mkapa an-
nounced steps to control the
media.

"Some of the newspapers
arc slowly violating journalistic
cthics,” recasoned Mkapa, him-
scll a former newspaper edi-

tor. “Incidents like mandala.
insults and sometimes agita

lion, are threatening to sew
sceds ef discord and divide our
society into sects which may
spoil our unity and betray our
humanity and culture.”

Mkapa said a powerful press
council would be formed to
discipline "misbehaving” jour-
nalists. No date has been set
for its implementation.

Until recently, Tanzania had
only state-run media which
support government policies.
Mkapa's remarks represent
growing intolerance of an in-
dependent news media by a
government unaccustomed to
the private press.

Stanley Kamana, editor of
the vocal Family Mirror, says
the government should equip
journalists rather than under-
mine them. “It's undemo-
cralic,”
initiative, contending that the
proposed press council would
violate Article 19 of the
Universal Declaration of
Human Rights to which
Tanzania is a signatory. "Let
them take us to court if we are
wrong somewhere,” he argues,

Richard Mariki, principal
secretary of the Information
and Broadcasting Ministry,

he says of the latest

Tanjania Journalists'
Association will set it up.
his part, Kamana believes that
since government-employed
journalists run the Association,
the council will probably toe
the line of the rul:l:ng party.
Kamana has had first hand
expericnee of the press clam-
pdown. lle and Fili Karashani,
editor of the privale Business
Times, for cxample, were
ordered to write in favour 6f
the government during a crisis
al Dar es Salaam University,

where students were calling
on President Ali lassan
Mwinyl to take stronger mea-
sures against corruplion.

The two journalists refused
to follow the government's
orders. Kamana went so far as
to run a long, stinging article '
advising Ahmed Diria, then
minister of information and
broadcasting, to drop his
"rather totalitarian media phi-

Such criticism has angered
some ministers. In an apparent
attempt to stifle the contro-
versies, Hilda Ku ., an offi-
cial in the Registrar of
Newspapers office, is trying to
ensure that only journalists she
considers "competent” be
permitted to perform editorial
work.

Nonetheless, Kundya says
she does not intend to block
publication of controversial
newspapers. "People like
them," she says. "If we do any-
thing to stop them, the people
will think that we're suppress-
ing press freedom.”

Kundya welcomes the for-
mation of the council, saying
she hopes it will help her to
tame some newspapers. Bul
many journalists in Tanzania
see Lhe council as government
watchdog that will stifle
opposing views.

"Whatever the attempt to
gag us,” says one newspaper
editor, "we will find a way of
expressing our opinions.”

— GEMINI NEWS

DAVID MUSOKE (s a
Ugandan journalist currently
freelancing In Kampala.
HERALD TAGAMA is a student
of journalism at the Tanzania
School of Journalism in Dar es

which could "disturb peace  hints that the council will be
and friendship” belween indcpendent, saying the  Salaam
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centred, environmentally sus-

tainable development as a

strategy and objective to pave

the way of socio-economic de-

velopment based on innovative

grass-roots level activities with
le’'s participation.

The philosophy of
“extended self-interest™ for
involvement of all types of
communities — especially dis-
advantage groups of people,
landless tribals and aboriginals,
should be given emphasis and
development activities under-
taken with creation of em-
ployment opportunities for a
vast number of educated, as
well as uneducated youths in
particular.

The sooncr we realize the
problem and magnitude of
uncmployment and [ind
sources of income for all — ru-

ral and urban pcople alike —
the betler we would be able to
march ahcad towards our na-
tional progress.

M. A. Rub

Dakshin Khan, Uttara, Dhaka

Autonomy to BAI

Sir, With a view to solve Lhe
long standing academic and
administrative problems ol the
country's three agricultural
colleges, including Bangladesh

ultural Institute (BAI),
D , the government de-
cided to autonomy to
all these educational institu-
tions. The issues relating to
providing autonomy are now
under process. The authorjty
had earlier announced f{ts
commitment to settle all the
issues by December 31, 199].

We sincercly hope that the
concerned anthority will main-
tain its commitment and pro
vide autonomy to BAl and
other two collcges within the
stipulated time.

M. Zahidul | laque
Bangladesh Agriculiural
Institute, Dhaka.

Credit societies

Sir, The concept of credit
socicly in our country is new
and it is based on co-operative
syslem. DBul due to some rea-
sons, the mwovement was not
consolidated. llowever, now
through prolcssional dexter-
ity, cfliciciwey, honesty and in-
legrily, it s growing

Co-opcralive sysiem is one
of the cconomic activities en
dorsed by our constitution. So

to uphold our constitutional
legacy, we should streamline

the movemient of credil soct-
cty. In many countrics, con-

cepls ol eredit socielivs arc
very consolidated in their cor-
porate disciplines, becausc
they are playing positive role
to achicve r:nrporntt emanci-
pation.

In Bangladesh, bclidcl the
commercial banks, life insur-
ance, companies etc., the
cmerging credit societies are
instruments of mobilizing
small private savings for na-
tional corporate progress. So
the snow-balling development
of credit societies iIn
Dangladcsh is obviously wel-
comed In our corporate cul-
ture.

Rathan M. Chowdhury
Union Credit Lid., Dhaka.



