nasly press.
suspected In print that the step was

taken not to decentralise power but (o uni-
versalise corruption. Taking crime to the
doorstep and the grassroots and bringing the
whole nation — down to the Ershadian magic fig-
ure 68,000 — to its knees before the one
— that was the idea, thought many.

Very few people. excepting, ol course, the
touts and goons, ever fell in love with

the new that over the past near-decade has
been into a kind of a system — not em-
inently to be sure but also not far worse than
many that pass in Bangladesh. We count

ouerselves as one among those that, knowing its
genesis quite well, had been keeping a wary
watch over the development of the thing — not
opposing it directly for two reasons : one, we
not well up with the deep as well as exten-
social implications of the slow-acting thing
two, that more things were involved in the
than mere good and bad ol the action —
those first of all included political chicanery.
needed political insight, honesty and courage
all the blufls that the 1982 ordinance epit-
And 1t is a fact that we had been capitally
in thal department over many many years.
haven't been head over heels in love with
adian innovation, we want it to be cate-
recorded that we do not either like the
has been thrown out of the win-
stock and barrel. :
The mode of Saturday's abolition of the upazila
all trappings, appearances and appurte-
nances of just another political expediency —
originating from a world of goodwill for
nation. There will be quite a few who will see
action the removal of non-BNP upazila
chiefs and the parishads from power and placing
the administration of the units in the hands of

alepel

sion, advisably perhaps, on a sure and certain
out of the UZ system and its repleacement
taking shape and roots slowly but surely.

This hasn't been done. What then is there a
Parliament for?

Good Luck Mr Ghali

United Nations has a new leader. With 11
in the Security Council, Butros Butros Ghali,
Deputy Prime Minister of Egypt, was selected
be the next Secretary General. His appoint-
ment will be {inalised alter the General Assembly
votes its consent of the choice. As an Arab

T

ground the easier it becomes for that person (o
see Lhe diflerent points of view «— at least that is
what conventional wisdom says.

Mr Ghali 18 a veteran of the international poli-
Egypt has been preparing him for a high UN
quite sometime, and with that end in
elevated him from the deputy foreign minis-
ter to the position of depuly prime minister, a
few years back. In 1987 he was proposed for the

under African pressure. As the deputy foreign
minister Mr Ghali played a pivotal role in
President Anwar Sadat's historic trtp to Israel
and has subsequently been a lea ‘player in the
post Camp David Egypi-Israel relatfons. Foll

the Gulf war and the emergence of the US as the
unquestioned arbiter of the Middle East crisis,
Mr Ghalf's role in regional politics acquired fur-
ther im . As a trusted exponenl of the US
view, and as some one who came from
Africa — this being Alrica's turn for the post —
and as one who had somewhal of a general ac-
ceplability, Mr Ghali was almost the only choice.

' The problem with Mr Ghali is his age. At 69,
people suspect he may not have what it
to perform the job of the Secretary General.
The reason that Mr Ghali's age has become a sub-
ject of speculation is because the world appears
to be set for a much more active UN than it has
i been before. The end of the Cold War, which
the single most important reason for the in-
of the UN in many instances, and
agreement between President Bush
President Gorbachev about the world body
centrepiece of the "new world
of the UN is definitely going to be
than before. To lead this new and

UN, many of the world leaders,
the US, wanted a younger and more
person. Well, Mr Ghali may surprise his
show that behind those many years
as sharp as the UN ever had and a will
mare determined than people are giving him
for at the moment. We sincerely hope that

" the new Secretary General all the -
in his lough new assignment. %
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ungquesti-onable Lath that
ernment has no bustines v be
a businessman. Te promolc
economic the
short-term,
must do s
what ft

The

being playcd out in a ratlwr
dull and stcrile neuiner. It s
neoossary to englimer the de-
sired dynamism within the
shortcst possible puriod of

rhaps the next 100 days a
which Une, the major
decisions should be arrived at
and policics to bc pursucd
firmed up for a drivc
to gcnerale growth and devel-
opment

E'ﬁ

The [irst qucstion that
would arisc s ruialed Lo
moncy. Where is the noncy? It
does not grow in a tree. Bul
no, it docs since thousands of
crorcs of takas arc stashed
away in thc bank accounts and
the secrct vaults within the
banks — inspitc of the collapsc
of BCCI. Further, these monics
are located both inside and,
morc important, outside the
country. There is another
source — during thc current
financial ycar (1991-92)
remittance of inconw [rom the
middlc-cast might cven cox-
ceed 100 crore Uniled Stales
dollars. Thus the savings wund
remittance ltom within and

sliluie cquily investment in an
enlcrprisc.

Ovuer 90 per cent of the

workers' remfltances ulti-
maicly reach the rural housc-
holds und such incomes arc
coneenitruled primarily in the
districts of Chitlugong division.
The Grameen DBank could
handle the remillance banking
busincss, oflcr atiractive re-
turns and usc the ac-
cording to ilts existing loan
programnws so Lthat funds arc
ulilised for highly productiye
purposcs and lor liuc who
could not rcap the benclits
from the oil bonanza of the
Gull

An important part of any in-
vestment pruject is cost ef
civil cunstructdon which has
skyrockeled in . Bangladcesh
during the last ten ycars. It

rly scandalgpus. Using
very own natural gas for burn-
ing of Lricks made of indige-
nous clay, why the malcrial
should b s0 cxpensive? The
cosl of brick and steel should
not be mwre Luan hall of whatl
it is odiy. Furtler, by adopling
modern large -scalec construc-
tlon lec . for cxamplc
pre-[ubricatcd bullding com-
poncils, cosl of civil construe-

of secler

or ¢x-

liolding forcign cxchangy
account would immedialdly
boosl government's cxchang:

From LDC to NIC by Shahed Latif

tlon could be considerably
lowered. In the short-run, the
spur W construction would
creatc milllons of mw jobs. 1t
would lower the investment
costs of the new munubacturing
cnlerpriscs in Lhe privale soc-
lor.

Initiste widespread privati-
satlen: There arc no rcasons
why government should own
hotcls, run buscs, launches,
disiribuic petrolcum products
or natural gas, fish in the DBay
of Bengal or remain engaged in
shipping and krry boal cross-
ings. These arc casy arcas and
in many instances divisible, as
for example buscs and trucks
of BDangladesh Roud Trunsport
Corpuration or ships bulonging
to the Dangladcsh Shipping
Corporation or Trawlcrs of
Fishertcs Dewelopment Corpo-
ration and similar other eniur-
priscs (inland Watcr Transpurt

Drodgers Orgnd-
zatton of Watcr Dovelopnwnt
Board) could be individually
suld out 10 lprlwm partivs lead-
ing not unly o the privatisa
tion of public asscts bul total
liquidation or oblitcration of
the stale enterprises. [ cam

Aung San Suu Kyi — Symbol of Hope _
Will the Nobel Peace Prize Help Liberate the Burmese?

T is possible Aung San

Suu Kyl. Burma's popular

opposition leader,
nol yet found out she has won
the Nobel Pedace Prize for
1991.

The 45-year-old leader of
the National League for
Democracy (NLD) has been
held incommunicado and un-
der house arrest in Rangoon
ever since her party won a
landslide victory in elections
last year. She is accused of
inciting unrest and of being a
threat to national security.

Most Burmese in Burma
who heard of the award from
foreign radio stations on Octo-
ber 14 were jubilant, but could
not show it. Burmese living in
exile in Thailand and other
countries celebrated ;

The award, welcomed by
many as the best means of fo-
cusing the world's attention on
the human rights situation in
Burma, has been a powerful
vindication for Suu Kyli's coura-

geousness.

"The Rangoon government
is going to be furious, the
people will be happy but there
won't be dancing in the
streets,” sald Burma expert
Bertil Lintner, author of Aung
San Suu Kyi and Burma's Un-
Jfinished Renaissance.

Rather, the impact is going
to be felt internationally when
Burma comes up for discussion
at the United Nations General
Assembly next month. A reso-
lution tabled Sweden last
year which human

rights violations in Burma and .

called on the Rangoon

to honour the outcome of the

1990 elections will be on the

agenda.
It was opposed by Cuba,

Kathal Bagan Lane

Sir, For somc lime now
walking down Kathal Bagan
Lane has become precarious,
for both sides of the strect
have been taken over by unau-
thorised traders and hawkers
of sorts, all selling their wares
with apparent impugnity. The
‘gcnuine’ shopkecpers, 'too,
extend their premises by en-
croaching on to the strectl in
compicte disrcgard for passers
by. This infringement of the
right of the has dcprived
lhih Innuccnru;cdullrin?u of
the passage mcant for them.
For unfortunate enough
to reside in any of the scveral
by-lanes within this arca,
movement is a & Accompa-
nicd by pmmﬂk of lnjupl;. -

Police on duty in the arca or
al their ncarby posts seem ef-
ther incapable of keeping eon-
trol or turn a blind eye o such
il activities and als Lo
end this undcesirable situation
fall on deaf cars.

In the interest of the inhab-
itants of this area the authori-
tics are requested Lo Lake a sc-
rious vicw of the situation as
well as necessary sleps Lo re-
storc discipline and tranquil-
lity of this primarily residential

China, Mexico and Singapore
and at Japan's request. was
postponed for this year.

"It will be difficult for the
United Nations and the world
to ignore the plight of Burma
now that Suu Kyl has won the
Nobel Prize,” said Lintner.
"Indirectly, all this will have an
impact on’ 3

The charismatic leader of
the opposition National League
for Democracy (NLD) was
placed under house arrest on
July 19, 1989, the day after
she canceled plans to lead a
protest walk of thousands of
her followers to commemorate

s Day.
years ago, Suu Kyi
left her home in Britain to visit
her ailing mother in Burma,

never that in four

‘'months her life would undergo

the most drastic s. The
daughter of the national hero,
Gen Aung San, who led the
Burmese fight for indepen-
dence from Britain following
the Second World War, Suu Kyl
had no premonition of the
fateful role she was to play in
her country's future.,

Along with Burma's 40 mil-
lion people, she was t
along in the revolutionary
that began in June 1988 with
street protests and ended vio-
E three h!;pﬂnnt:“ later with

military of
thousands of demonstrating
students.

Since 1972, Burma had
been ruled by Gen Ne Win,
who imposed his 'Burmese
Road To Socialism' ideology
and cffectively kept the coun-
try backward and isolated from
the rest of the world.

Supporting the students’
cause, Suu Kyl, a scholar and

. arca, one of the most crowded
in the wholc of Dhaka city.

The prescnt situation is so
bad that a rickshaw finds 11

impossible to navigalc its way
past the makeshift shops and
accumulation of wastc is a
around constant threat’ to

public health. In the interest of
the local inhabitants who are
forced to live in this unholy
mess, the authoritics are urged
to do somcthing positlive Lo

mitigate the suffering, .

Khalllur Rahman
Kathal Bagan, Dhaka.

Sir, Inspile of speclacular

develo nt in science and
muhng. and awe-inspirin
discoveries in the redress

human miserics, the whole

. in the moral

rescrves which means co-
hanced ty 0 borrow in-
vesiment funds from abroad.
Freecing investment funds of
lax obligations is bound v
boust investment of black
moncy and in Uw prucess o
able the change of colour —
from black to whilc. This i»
justilicd on the ground Lha
carnings rclained for lnvest
ment are usually granicd tax
exemplion. Morcover, liwest-
ment directly adds to GDP,
creale — il constitutes the
vital process of economic
growth. To me, the colour of
the moncy is therefore of
hardly any concern, [ts contri-
bution o the growth of the
veonomy is significantly more
I por Lt

The idea of Grameen Bank's
involvement with remittanee
incomwe would be the best re-
cours¢ to the use of such
funds. The construction scclor
should be the major source of
cmploynent generation during
the cnsuing construction sea-
son with the onsct of the dry
months, the period falling
within the scope of the next
hundred days. The § Lisa-

Winning the Nobel Peace Prize for 1991
could help Burma's imprisoned opposition
leader to free her country from dictatorship.

Yuli
Bangkok.

Ismartono of IPS reports from

mother of two sons, went from

village to village, urging people

to speak out against Ne Win. In
her first cam speech in

August 1988. outside the fa-

— dcveloped, developing, un-
dcrdeveloped alike. The glare
of material prosperity has ap-
parcntly kept dangers of moral
degradation nwa{ from public
view; but the poison has gone
so deep into all strata of hu-
man relationships that there is
a real apprehension of a sud-
den global explosion of the
cumulative effects of degrada-

tion engulfing the whole hu-

man race. The situation may
not be manageable by a single
indtvidual or a single country
now. It necds universal allen-

tion and that immedialcly.

Realising the rs, Dr.
Abu Obaidul Huque of Institule
for Advancement of Scicncce
and Technolo Teachin
(IASTT), Dhaka pmpouti
that United Nations Organi-
sation should come forward to
shoulder the responsibility of
moral rearmament on a world-
wide scale. We wholehearted
support this proposal a

should hope that the UN

should create a specialised
and devise ways and means to
arrest the ra deterioration
of the soci-
ety. particularly the the youn-
rr':mrltlun.bﬂoulthmn
ate. This agency should be

mous Shwe
Rangoon, Suu Kyi said: "The
present crisis is the concern
of the entire nation. | could
not, as my f[ather's daughter,

dagon Pagoda in

ucating the people about the fll

effects of moral d ation.
The sensible people all over
the world sho take this

danger seriously and put in all
out effort to halt this journcy
to collective suicide of the
human racc duc lo lack of
moralily awarcness.

A. F. M. Abdur Rahman
Professor, Dhaka University.

AIDS
Sir, AIDS is ing fast
the world over. We feel that

Bangladesh should intensify

precautiona measures
against this ler disease.
More AIDS detection medical
units should be set up in the
country and covering
various aspects of AIDS
through mass media be en-
hanced. A special inte
team may be formed to
whether any sus-
pected AIDS patient s

" entering or living in the

country.

M. Zahidul Hagque

Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh

Institute, 1307,

Economic Upsurge in the Short-term:

rnment Must

don of the casily disinvestibie
silflic enlerpriscs would be the
source of addiUonal rev-
enue, al least a part of which
could be invesicd in the pro-
posed lactory development
in order lo devolop
[actory sitcs and consiruct
checap prefabricaicd factory
buildings togcther with all the
utflitics, acccss roads and
wikccommunication factlitics.
The intended cn-
treprencurs would then only
have o open e kiter of
crodit aed bring 1w imeechiner-
s, install thaom wl h there-
fore, could e upoerational
within a poried of 4 1o 6
mwnths. Peoplc with carnings
abroad and forvign investors
should be particulurly altracted
to the availability of readymade
actory buildings. Thus inspitc
of the lack of long term for-
cign cachange loans at the
moment for the privale scctor,
carnings of Bangladcshis from
abroad being allowud 10 be de-
posiled In new furcign ex-
change accounts could be very
productively divericd o assist
in the mushroeming of small
and medium scale industries
in the new premises sct up by
the Faclory Dcvelopment
Company. The Government
would tlreby cnjoy the op-
purtunity 1o witness the physi-
cal mantfestution of growth
primarily in the citics of
Dhskie, Clilbigng, Khiulna and
Ity P Claew o 1y oon well,

Vigurvus 1rivatisation
Miivalisativn puisued in a
firm and vidorwus mannor

would Lo the halliia k of the
lovu-day progranune. This
should by the best nwans to
restore busincss confidence. In
order o further support Lhe
lfbcral market forces, all sub-
sidies lo public cnlerpriscs
must stand wilhdrawn wilh
immediate eflcct. Let the loss-
ridden enterpriscs stand on
their own feet by cultting down
costs. Every company, any-
where in the world, docs ft,

remain indifferent to all that
was on.” In the course of
her crusade, she endured
dcath threats, vicious smear
campaigns and. ultimately,
detention.

Although forbidden to run
in the 1990 elections, she and
fellow candidates from the
NLD, Burma's biggest opposi-
tion party, won an overwhelm-
ing majority. soundly defeating
the government-backed Na-
tional Um Party.

The tary, afraid of Suu
Kyi's popularity, has refused to
transfer power to a civilian
government, arresting NLD
lcaders and emasculating the
party.

To the Burmese people,
however, Suu Kyl has become a
symbol of hope and undisputed
leader of the democracy
movement which analysts say
will be considerably strength-
ened by her winning the Nobel
Peace Prize. "She managed to
infuse a new way of thinking
among the population at large,”
said Lintner,

Suu Kyl was only two years
old when her father died in
1947, shot by a political rival
on the eve of Burma's inde-

from Britain. But her
life has always been influenced
by his work and ideas. "I draw
inspiration from my father,”
she said once. "l read a lot of
his speeches and writings.
They are timeless and contain
much political wisdom.”

Politics was not her primary
interest, however. After study-

.

the cevonomy

market of only Taka
25,000 per lon.
Privatisation is rc

It s dishcartcning lo note
thal the csscnce of prugrossive
libcralisation W promwic & vi
brant muarkdel coonomy is
hardly approcialed by the bu-
reaucrals of the guverimmoent
who arc nwre concered by
the loss of public, that is Lhuir
own contrel ever the com-
manding hcights of Lthe econ-
omy. The basic issuc is thal in
a progressive market coonemy,

winl has no business
be a busincssman or an ndus-

the present, the 100-day pro-

musl very mcaning-

lly establish that gevernnent

has no businuss o be a busi-
NEssman.

ing in Rangoon and India,

where her mother served as
ambassador, Suu Kyl went to

Britains Oxford University,

earmning a B. A in philosophy in

1967. For the next lour year,
she worked at the United Na-

tions secretariat in New Yark,
where she met and married
Michael Aris. a British scholar
of Tibetan studies in 1972.

The couple went to Bhutan
where Aris took a job as pri-
vale tutor to the royal family of
the Himalayan kingdom and
head of the translation de-
partment. Suu Kyi herself be-
came a researcher in Bhutan's
Ministry ef Foreign Affairs. The
couple returned to Britain in
1975 when Aris accepted a
teaching post of Oxford Uni-
versity. Aris continues to live
there with their two sons
since Suu Kyi returned to
Burma in 1988,

Suu Kyi's to a Bri-
tish citizen and her life in
England has been a target of
attacks by her political oppo-
nents.

Frustrated by Suu Kyi's
growing popularity despite her
isolation, the Ra n regime
has tried several times to un-
dermine her influence. Last
year, a law was passed forbid-
ding Burmese married to for-

eigner from running for politi-
cal office.

It also offered Suu Kyi her
freedom if she agrees to leave
the country and live the rest of
her life abroad. but she re-
fused.

OPINION

Take it Easy
Ingrazi !

I confess, without bcing
apologetic, that | have placed
my son in an English medium
school — bccause he was
brought. up out of the country
for ten since he leamnt to
walk. is a special subjeet
called “Easy DBengali® for such
students, to pick up the
mother tongue quickly.

Abroad (somcwhcecre in SE
Asia), he was in a ‘real’ English
medium school — mcaning,
the teachin stafl were
‘imported” from GB/UK/
England (which wusagec 1is
correct?). | use the word
‘imported’ as it is a very popu-
lar word in that part of the
world — the influence of afllu-
ence. The charming sales girls
in the shops would pointedly
use the word when showing
some merchandise. After
sometime, | got so over-satu-
rated with the ‘imported’ syn-
drome that one day | blandly
told one shop assistant “Look,
| am alse importedl Do you
have somecthing locally made?”

Here my son appcars lo
have deve some inferior-
ity mmrlcl:. as his class mates
make fun of him when he

speaks ‘English English’, on
rhl;lch he had been brought up
is

fMluent in spoken

Bengali). Later he tried the
local diction, but the response
was almost nil. Now he happily
spcaks in Bengall throughout
with his collecagues. He tells -}
me Lhat the tcachers tcach and
explain both in English and |
Bengali, and the conversation
with the teachers were mastly
in Bengall. There are no
classes [or spoken English
(actually practising to spcak
correclly in English). This is
not a complaint, but this
appears to be the prevalling
situation.

The standard of English
practised could be gauged
from the following examplc,
taken f[rom the Class VII
Question Paper on "English
Language® sct for the f[inal
term examination :

*General Observation: You

_are reminded of the need for

good English and orderly pre-
scentation. All section [sic| are
compulsary and such numbers
of questions are to bd
attempted as indicated. Marks
allocated to each scction are

also indicated.”

It is difficult to write and
teach simple English. | am
hoping my son would pasa,

— Chuckles.




