« ANGLADESI! is heir to

‘a rich cultural leyacy.

So, for cvery traveller

who has any taste of his own,

the only uscful guide-book will

be the one which he himsclfl

has written. All others are an
exaspcration.

The capital of Bangladesh —

Dhaka, lics on the northern

bank of the river Buriganga.
Situaled at the heart of the

country, Dhaka is ablc to
command all the great walter
roulcs.

. The Buriganga, about 26
milcs in length, rejoins the
Dhaleswari ncar Narayanganij,
twin city and in somc scnsc
port of Dhaka.

f you are keen to co
one of the best
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t items in brass
‘ to haunt is the |
Brass Village,not far from Dhaka
’ city. all you do is get yourself a van

and arrange a group of six or eight

st o

Thl_a tourist destinations

Lo motivational

reasons. Dhaka over the ycars

has attracted quite a number of
wander lust (ourists.

> That is

these, who desire (o exchange

the known for the unknown, to

g0 and sce different places,

people and cultures of relics of

the past in places famous for

their historical monuments,

ruins and actlivitics. '

One can, uncquivocally say
that Lhe historical remarks are

the only attractions which can
turn Dhaka eity inlo d destina-
tion for thousands ol t{ourists
all around. Some of the promi-
nent

and prospective re-

and you can ba

By Fayza Haq |

Ongce again the prices are reasonable
n at will. Bowls, plat-
ters, paperweights. candlebras, paper

' Hist‘o‘ry on the Banks of the Buriganga -

sources in Dhaka, that have
been inherited are quite a few.
* The Lalbagh Fort and its
monuments fs talked about in
all the tourists books and
guides. This fort is situated in
the Soulh-West corner of the
eily. This was started by Prince
Muhamed Azam, the third son
of Mughal emperor Aura-
ngazcb, in 1678. Besides the
dccorative walls and gates, a
f[ine masonry tank, an audicnce
hall, a mosque, the tomb of
Pari Bibi are important at-

Capital City of Brass, Pearls and Many Lures

plaques and trays too
thing which you feel like fan

By Rahat Fahmida

tractions inside the fort.
Then there s Khan
Mohammad Mirdha's ue,

.gn Mahallah Atsh Khan, about

—~ mile west of the

fort. In the north of the

Lalbagh Fort, on Dhakeswari
road, the Dhakeswari temples.
After visiting the Lal
Fort along with the other
places ol intcrest around ft,
onc may procced South-East,
along the bank of the
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pogblnd are off on an ton | knives, sets of jug and cups in the style | soapcases or picture frames.
to -discover necklaces, waist belts, | of Omar Hhay}?la#:‘s 1mg:':m g}r At Islampur , where these silver com-
‘ anklets, bracelets and decorative pieces | pairs of swans and ducks are all avail- | modities are found, you can shop for
like statues of gods and goddesses. | able at these shops. Tigers, deer, cobra. | anything f anklets to bracelets and
Drass bowls, trays. plates and of-| and fish are found in tantallising brass | be satisfied. The pricés here ar¢ much
animals and birds ,specially elephants, | shapes. \ lower than what you would find in
deer,swans and ducks are all available If you should wish for a cheaper vari- | Bangkok or Singapore and the design too
bere. : ety of bric-a-brac for the house.and do | is unique. Most of the motifs used are
- If you wish to decorate your lounge | not wish to venture too far from your | floral and suitable for the feminine taste.
room or your dining place or even the | hotel, placed centrally in the city, all . While you are in Old Dhaka, can
niche in the verandah or-the empty | you have to do is Lai: a rickshaw or | have a taste of bangles macﬂ?;'rnm

s in the bedroom. there is nothing
these brass treasures that you get in
all shapes and sizes to match your

choice and pocket.
The

'-‘wgﬂul are cheaper than anywhere
in the city itself and the items
atly prized when taken to
and Australia.
= _ Radhas and Krishnas are
. definitely pieces of art and are compara-
' ble to any that you can get in adjoining

remain
USA, Europe

Fie dancing

India.

There was an active Hindu and
Buddhist culture flourishing
Bangladesh before the rulers from Delhi
took over and influenced the people. The
handiwork is fine and imaginative as
] . People interested in art
relics, in historical items, in collectin
beautiful artifacts from the east wou
do well to come here to fill their hearts
with feasts of artistic accomplishments.

If you do not have the nerves or the
time to undertake the trip to the Brass
Vv there are numerous shops in
and Banani that will

found

Guls
you with brass artifacts that

mr heart. These small shops even have
h lanterns and
table-lamps complete with stone
encrustings. You have a vast selection of
rsonal wear and for

your house. Gifts for friends are also

cads, table tops ,

items for your
casy to sclect from here.

brass p
frames

in | man

silver llery

stunnin any standa

use for t
rovide | dans”™ and “golab pashes’ ‘are done in
please | tmmaculate

.These ornate

‘and wWoOor

scooter and sometimes even casualll
walk, if the weather is
new Elephant Road, at the heart of the
city. The shops here _ alternated with
carpet . shoe, dress and toy s
beautiful brass lamps and trays which
would do you proud in a western citadel.
Brass trays with filigree work, inlaid | D
with stones, standin
laques with calligraphy and pat-
terns of idyllic oriental lovers, picture
pen holder sets, “golab pashes”
and “attar dan8" are here to entice the
curiosities from the east.
Should you be a little more bold you
can take a rickshaw and venture into the
shops in Old Dhaka . The
jewellery pieces they £
“hashuli’, “bicha”, *bala”, "bali” _ for the
ears, throat and the wrist are made from
pure silver. Often they
and filled with stuffing so that the jew-
ellery EPE;”E bold. impressive and

home in silver such as “attar-

ctails. Here also are “pan-
daans” and little boxes for -
ieces. done with inlaid
are fine indeed. Modcls
of Bangladeshi boats with sails and
pawddles are also to be found at reason-

able ;pﬁcts.
ese jewellery items and silver

. and reac

hops _ sell

on wooden legs, | find
ity of Ba

in varfous

the

make
elle
pear
are beaten silver
mind fancy

s. Articles of
charges

panmasala”

Peacock

have been madé with enamel and stone -
"work for decades now. Dhaka i1s cer-
tainly a place where the
brassware connoisseur
dous satisfaction.

conchshells which is unique to this area

and different from bractlets and

found anywhere else in Asia and

‘the western wrist ju

Hindu housewives ,

these conch shell bangles as a routine.
Apart from the brass and silver in
there is the lure of the pearl. You

pearis of different qualities, sizes ,

and shapes. Pink

pearis the special-
un:lth;tuem

laces in the city,

" from Gulshan to Chandni Chowk,
Purana Dhaka, Baitul Mukarram and
New Market. You can find them at
"Shetuli” and "Aro
with stones like
brought in and made into

in Dhaka handicraft :

ng” shops too along
garnets and saphire,

tempting jew-

are also made into and -
sold at these local shops.Should your
gold bracelets for your wife

or gold chains for your sweetheart.
Dhaka is the

place where the making

remain reasonable and you can
be assured of the gold content.

For this "Jarwa House" and “Pearl
Paradise™ are reliable thﬁu to shop at.

nec

and carrings

llery and
find tramen-

~ shaws,
. | sionally by the now fast disap-

moves

watcr works road till it enters

the busy hub of the old city —

the Chawk Bl:?r The scat-
l:ercf group monuments
around the Chawk is best vis-
ited on foot, lcaving the Chawk
behind, the winding stretch of
about three miles of cast-west
road parallel to.the river,
passcs through Islampur,
Wiscghat and Sankhari Bazar
and terminates at Sadarghat.
The stretch of highly twisting
road is of great intcrest, as
herc you can still breathe the
atmosphere of 19th centu

Dhaka, which is typical of all
oricntal citics. The strcets are
narrow and crooked, lined on
cither side by tall, decrepit
and prccariously poised old
houscs which, on the lower

. floors, accommodate wholesale

shops selling all conceivable
articlecs of packed merchan-
dise [rom [ruits, [lowers,
footwear to costly — silver and
brass jc The seething

.crowd of p-.:.du'trilnl is

hounded by a constant stream
of indiscriminate cycle-rick-
sh-carts and occa-

pearing hackney-carriages.
One is just as likely to be con-
fronted by a bullock-cart as the
latest modcel of the Mercedes-
DBenz.

South-cast of the central
jail, on the m Bazar road
is Kartalab Khan's Mosque,
close to this e is Baoli

South-west of the Chawk
Bazar, that is 'facing the
Buriganga river is — ‘Bara
Katra'. This is one of the most
important rcmains of Moghul
period. Built in 1644 by Abdul
@asim Diwan of Shah Shuja.
Unlortunately it s now in ruins
and the old glory has been lost.

‘Choto Katra' is situated
about 200 yards east of ‘Bara
Katra'. It was built in 1633 by
Shaista Khan.

It is a pity and shame that
both ‘Bara Katra' and ‘Choto
Catra’ are at present over-
crowded with slums and huts,
small [actories and merchants’
godowns, and in a way its orig-
inal grandeur can hardly be
scen.

A tourist should not miss
the ‘Husaini Dalan and the

The Husaini Dalan, is the
famous Immambara of ‘Shiah’
community, a sect of the
Muslims is located behind the
Dhaka Medical College and
liospital. It was built around

1642. .

The 'Nawab Bari' or the
‘Ahsan Manzil' is situated on
the northern bank of the
Buriganga. The palace was
originally built in 1872 by
Nawab Abdul Ghani.

Among other important

butldings of Dhaka the Rose

Garden, Sutrapur Zamindar
Mansion, Sankhanidi House
(specially the dance hall),
Bhajahari Lodge, Ruplal House
are worth secing for their ele-
ganee and architectural beauty.

There are also many historical

tombs, mausolea, monuments,
mosques, . and temples in
Dhaka. |

When one travels down
from the old city following the
north-south running Ha\\mpw
road, turning at ri
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For move deimils, cail pour Travel Apent or SIA Tel. 243528, 243529, 243142 153362

3 FLIGHTS

NON-STOP TUESDAY SUNDAY; ONE-STOP THURSDAY
Our advanced Airbus A310 flies to Singapore non-stop
every Tuesday at 1.50pm and Sunday at 4.15pm;
and via Calcutta every Thursday at 12 noon. From
Singapore, we offer convénient connectiéns to all key
I cities in Asia, Australia, New Zealand, Europe and
the USA. En route, you’ll enjoy inflight service even
other airlines talk about. SINGAPORE AIRLINES

pr!'ooch the Ramna group of old
buifldipgs of the Ell'l; 20th
century, which are centred
around the Curzon Hall. From
here onward, to the north,
cast and west, the city of ‘New'

Dhaka spreads with its modern
bulld . !

Preservation of historical
remains is becoming more and
more important for our coun-

try. Because excepl our glori-
ous historical past, we have

; ght angle to very little to sell to the
Sadarghat and eventually ap- wanderlust tourists.
A great way o fly
479

Comfortably seated with seat
belts fastened you
relaxed, though the aircraft
and faster
before it takes off like a
piece of Muslin in the air.

Relax. And let the journey be
delightful. It is as simple as
taking care of your needs
from time to time. All you
want is a little extra care

faster.....

feel

BIMAN FLIGHT—A DELIGHT

flight all the way.

and attention. You know that
we know that.
With Biman, it's a delight




