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Canal
digging
resuines

" Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, treading the path
charted by her late husband,
Friday launched a country wide
massive programme for canal
digging and re-excavation,
rcports UNB.

Canal digging and re-
cxcavalion programme was
initiated by Shaheed Predident

Fl

Inside Today
International

Gorbachev ready to

quit presidency to Ziaur Rahman in 1979 as part
keep union of his “production-oriented
politics.”

Page 9 Begum Zia grabbed a spade
and moved a spadeful of mud
to begin re-excavation of the

| Al'title ' DND and Titas canals near

Shanir Akhra, only about three

Global business ex- kilometres from the city
centre.

change needs coope- Some of her cabinet collea-

ration between gu:ll. lm:?l leadcers, students

and people [rom all walks of

chambers : life, including women, also

Page 4 joined the Prime Minister in
:::I i:::iumuun of the rene-

. of canal digging and
Business re-excavation movement.

Nearly one kilometre of the

Group of Seven agrees \Dhaka-Chittagong highway at

; Shanir

to defer Soviet the IL mmn;c“ vr: :du:rndm
repayments there to greet- the Prime

Minister.
rage 10 Labour and Manpower
Minister Rafiqul Islam Miah,
" Information Minister Nazmul
Metropﬂlltan Huda, Energy Minister Khan-

daker Mosharral Hossain,
Dhaka City Mayor Mirza Abbas
- and city BNP President Lt Gen
(Retd) Mir Shawkat Alf spoke
at thc rally arranged en the
occasion. Local MP Mohammcd
| Salauddin presided. *

Begum Zia in her address
said that the huge gathering at
the site demonstrated the firm
dctermination and self-
confidence of the people to

See Page 12 Col. 1
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia inaugurating the canal digging and reexcavation
programme at Shanir Akhra near Demra on Friday.

— Star photo

A restaurant now Shah
Alam’s dream

* Page 3
|
Supplement [ Mimster Degim Khatoda. 7ia
- today gave a clarion call o all
political partics to extend
Special supplement wholehearted cooperation to

on the Round Table her government's efforts to

on “LDC to NIC - B Rl BB el g
Prospects for Addressing a mammoth
Bangladesh” s & - Assstbemqenslgessdy

on rm )
Page 5-8 oy by

mme, Begum
joint hands

prove that we want all-round
and uplift of the
downtrodden.” Prime
Ministcr said demeocracy,
carncd through a reienticss

NEWS BRIEFS

One abducted by

JHENIDAH. Nov 22 : A per-
son has been abducted by the
members of out lawed Shar-
bahara Party Thursday from
Dakhin Monoharpur village of

.-is no gpope

No scope for chaos : PM

Procidtd oberby-toral - Mogh

now, since racy has
been cstabltshed. "Il we want
devclopment, we have to work
together,” she maintained.

Begum Zia in this connce-
tion stresscd the nced for
maintaining law and order and
said pcace and discipline arc
the pre-requ
socio-cconomic developmoent
in a country like Bangladesh,

She said thal to be In the
gcpulithn did not mean Lhat

governmenl had o be op-
poscd in every sphere and on
every count. “The canal-dig-
ging will not beneflit any par-
ticular political party but will
help the entire people of Lhe
country,” DBegum Zia pointed
out. :

*If this programme bene-
fited the pcople, all parties
should come forward and par-
ticipale in i1, the Prime
Minister said.

crealing chaos

isitcs for attaining

her of Parllamoent, Salauddin
Ahmed, the mecting was also

~ addressed by Works Minister

Rafliqul Islam Mia, Information
Minister Nazmul [luda, Encrgy
Minister Dr Khandakar
Mosharral llossain, Mayor of
Dhhka City Corporation Mirza
Abbas and cily BNP Presideni
Mir Shawkat Ali.
Begum Zia sald 14 lakh
people of the arca would be

benclited with the re-excava-

tion of the DND and Titas
canals in the arca. She said
Shaheed President Ziaur
Rahman had inilialed the pro-
mmc in 1979 for increasing
production. During that
period 1200 canals were dug
and an additional 12 lakh tons
of foodgrains were produced.
Stressing the need for at-
taining scil-rellance, the Prime
Minister sald, “we want to (ree

See Page 12 Col. 2

Parties slate
police action

* oh gatent |

workers

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League and several
other political parties and
workers' organisations on

.Friday strongly condemned the

police action on the garment
factory workers in the city.

The Awami League
President Sheikh Hasina in a
statement said the attacks on
the garment factory workers
by the police and hired mas-
taans of, the owners had cre-
ated an unexpected situation
in the country's garment sec-
tor.

Recalling the glortous con-
tribution to the anti-autocracy
movement by he working
masses, Hasina, also Leader of

See Page 12 Col. 4

a case by step brothers
Sujit and t of the victim
was identified as Gobinda Barot
(25), reports UNB.

Shailkupa upazila. According to l

Diarrhoea
mm YANGON, Nov 22 : The
visiting sh Forcign
RANGAMATI, Nov 22 : | Minister ASM Mostalizur
Diarrhoea claimed 50 lives in | Rahman held official
B#I:::!ﬁ‘m alone in :::m talks with g: eoun-
weeks November - icrpart U n , reporis
official sources said today. | pss

However, civil surgeon office The talks covered regional
confirmed only six deaths say- | and international tssues and bi-

ing that few more people | lateral maiters.

might have died of fever,

gladesh F
dysentery and malnutrition, e h .

Minister rafsed the fssue of

Dhaka to submit list of
refugees to Myanmar

Documenis and olher
proofs, Il any, of their domicile
and rcsidence with rcasons of
their crossing over the border
would also be provided.

The Myanmar side agreed
to examine the list at the first
instance and work out the

modalitics of the repatrialion

of E-ln: Myanmar pcople.
riier, Mr Mostallzur
Rahman called on the Chair-

reports UNB. movement of a number of man of the State Law and
pecople into 1 from Qrder Restoration Commiltlce
across Rakhine state of (SLORC) Senior Gencral Saw
Indian official Myanmar and urged the Maung . -
m Y government Lo He conweyed good wishes
#rtrﬂﬂlllﬂn of 1 and greetings of Prime
MADRAS, Nov 22 : A sentor | refugees to Myanmar. Minister Begum Khaleda Zia to
w official was It was agreced that General Saw Maung
on Thursday for col- side would provide The Chairman of SLORC
luding with a Sri Lankan rebel | the of people who crossed wished success of thc' demo-
militia suspected of being be- | over into from dif- ecratic government of Dang-
hind the assassination of | ferent parts of Rakhine state. Sec Page 12 Col. 7
former Prime Minister Ri
Gandhi. R. Nagarajan.
headed the interior depart-
ment of Tamil Nadu state from
1989 untl this ;
was not w tn th:,:r
sassination. but police said he WASHINGTON, Nov 22 : Bush as “very friendly” and
of | isracl Prime Minister Yitzhak emphasised that Isracl was
Shamir said today he would be  ready (0 negotiate on all ques-
willing to discuss the future of tions.
isracli settlements in the oc- “We agre the most inter
cupied territories in peace ne- ested to have peace in the
gotiations with Arabs, report Middle East.” he said
agencies. The United States has for
Shamir twold reporters afier mally proposed holding bilat
meecting President OCeorge eral peace talks between Isra
Bush : “the settlements are a  clis and Arabs in Washington
part of the terrttorial problem from December 4. the State ,
and the terrftorial Department announced in
ated in negotiations ” State Department »
Shamir. in & brief exchange woman Margaret Tutwiler ma
with reporters before depart- de the anncuncement shortly
ing for New York. described after visiting lsracli Prime
his 50 minute session with Minister Y Shamir met

Israel ready to talk WB, Gaza issue

| SAARC ties with UN

to be pursued

By Moinuddin Naser

sh will pursue the
issue of establishing relations
between the SAARC and other

regional and UN organisations .

the next SAARC summit
likely to be held in.Colombo by
the end of the year.

The South Asian Association
for Regional Coeperation
(SAARC) during its last seven
years in existence could not
sct up relations even with the
UN bodies for expanding its
activities due to “negative re-

According to a diplomatic
source, though there was no
restriction in the SAARC
Charter to develop relations
with any of the UN bodies,
India did not like 1L

When the matter was dis-
cussed in several meetings of

with President George Bush.

She said that invitations to
be talks had been sent out by
the State Department Thurs
day evening.

It was important to get back
to the bargaining table
Tutwiler said.

Shamir had made a last
ditch effort to shift the ne
tiations to the Middle East, g.’l'l
the sourtes, insisting en ano-
nymity, said invitatioms were
scheduled for early December
in Washington.

The PLO warned today that
the Israeli Labour Party's

recognition of Palestintan na

tonal rights could backfire and

SAARC, India objected to it
and said that it was not the
time to go for any external re-
hunnll':ii with SAARC, the
source ed. "Probably India
did not want to see any other
country or international organ-
isation to sec the interest of
the SAARC countries”, he said.
According to a Foreign
Office source this time, all
dther SAARC countries have
agreed to pursue the issue of
developing cooperation be-
tween the SAARC and UN
bopdies. The source said, the
SAARC Charter that 1t
would UN Charter
and would not take any step
detrimental to the of
g objective
Executive Secretary of the

See Page 12 Col. §

T

harm the Middle East peace
process because it contrasts
sharply with the policies ol
right-wing leaders in lsrael

Spokesman Ahmad Abder-
rahman told AFP that
Thursday's decision lacked
“political boldness® although it
was a "hall-way step towards®
a resolutton fully recognising
Palestinian national

The Palestine Liberation
Organisation. said Abderra-
hman, was that Israel's
Labor Party T “I‘y accept
the realities capable of helping
to advance the peace process.

instead, a party congress

See Page 12 Col. §

—=

The Daily Star

AGRAHAYAN 8, 1398 BS, SATURDAY NOVEMBER 23, 1991 JAMADIUL AWAL 15, 1412 HIJRI -

e ————— T S N

Committee to be recast soon

Drug Policy to
be amended

Star Report

The government has de-

cided to review the Drug
Policy of 1982 for making
necessary amendmeénts.
: Dru Control
Committee will also be recon-
stituted soon for the same
purpose,” a highly placed
source in the Health Ministry
told the Daily Star.

The source informed that
the process to reconstitute the
‘committee is now at the final
5 . The new commitiee will
be formed only with the repre-
sentatives of institutions or
o ns related with the
health sector. No individual or
anybody on personal capacity
will be inducted in the com-
mittee. The previous drug con-
trol committees were consti-

tuted with the individu-
als who not represent any
instdtutions.

In ., 1982, the Ershad

government formulated a na-
tional drug policy and also
promulgated Drug Control
Ordinance in June that year.
The Ordinarice inco
recommendations of

licy under which about 1700
ﬁ-ﬁda of medicines were de-
clared banned. At present,
nearly 500 medicines pro-
duced by multinational or local
manufactures are allowed by
the government. '
Under the provision of that
Ordinance, government
formed the drug control
committee which was autho-
rised to give registration to

pharmaceutical products. The

- under it. |

" procured

facturers or

Since its introduction nine
years ago, the drug policy
faced eriticism from the

while the manulfac-
turers expressed resentment
OVer SOome measures

According to physicians,
essential medicines including
multivitamins, cough syrups
hormonal medicines, combi-
nation products were declared
banned under the drug policy.
However, many physicians
were often found to advise the
patients to take those banned
medicines. The patients also

See Page i!CuL?

World Bank suggests
.BRTC privaﬁsatiom {

By Asiuzzaman

The World Bank has sug-
gested denationatisation of the

. Bangladesh Road Transport

Corporation (BRTC]).

However, BRTC authoritics
have refuted the WB rcport as
‘biascd and misleading.

A high official of the BRTC,
who preferred anonymity said
that the report was mislcading
the government adding that
the BRTC could be made oper-
ationally profitable by restoring

discipline in this sector.
The oflicial said that during

past fcw ycars a total anar-

was prevailing in the BRTC
which brought the Corporation
down to this level.

"The revenue earnings of
the Corporation started in-
creasing since January after
some stern measurcs were
taken and it rose by 50 per-
cent” the BRTC official said
adding “on public sector
transport system in the world

12 PAGES: PRICE T
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is profitable.”
The World Bank in a report

See Page 12 Col. 7

Boutros Ghali

chosen UN
Secy-Gen

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 22:
Egypl's Depuly Prime Minis-
icr, Boulors Boutros CGhali, was
chosen on Thursday to be the
new Scoretary-Gencral of the
United Nalions, reports
Reulcr.

Ghall, the first person from
the Alfrican continent o hold
the world body's top job, will

succecd Javier Perez de
Cuellar, a Peruwian, on

1, at a time when the prestige
of the Uniled Nations has
never been higher.

The 68-ycar-old

who played a major role in the
1978 Camp David accords be-

tween [sracl and pt, still
has to bed by the
See Page 12 Col. 8

Maldives FM due
today to talk
SAARC summit

Maldives Forcign Minisier
Fathullah Jameel, now
diffcrent South Asian capi
Tor finalisation of a date for
holding the stalled 6th summit
'n‘f w Il:i'ﬂll'l'lthll m. ‘
due to arrive in city today
Saturday, reports UND.

The summit scheduled
November 7-9 in Colombe was
postponed al the last minute

as King Jigme Singye
of Bhutan

domestic compulsion.
- Immediately after aol-
lapse of the mnftrc;:qm
ers of four’SAARC a1l
met in the Srl Lan ¢
and agreed on a to
hold summit at the same
venue before the year s over.
At the parley, President
Ranasinghe Premadasa of the
host country Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh Prime Minister
Begum, Khaleda Zia and
Pakistan Primec Ministcr Mian
Ncwaz Sharif empowcred
President Maumoon Abdul
See Page 12 Col.

Al Baraka

| Badks the Nation's Growth

dynamic executives and efficient

Al Baraka—

a Bangladeshi Scheduled Bank run
on Islami Shariah. It's a joint venture
bank of Al-Baraka Group Jeddah,
Islami Development Bank , Bangladesh
Govt, Local Sponsor Directors and

general public.

At Al Baraka innovative management,

o

staff—all combine to offer you best
Our 23 branches all over the country
are equipped with computer, fax and
telex to provide smooth and prompt

services to our clients.

More branches will be opened soon.

AL BARAKA BANK BANGLADESH LTD.
The Bank which shares and cares

Head Office - 35/C Navya Paltan, Dhaka




