DHAKA FRIDAY NOVEMBER 22, 1991

After more than a

.‘::' :' .".,- .. .:. . ety . :‘:::‘ =
B e A A

quarter t:entury in power, Zambia

im

's Kenneth Kaunda, the nation's’ founding father,
lost to Frederick Chiluba by a landslide in the country's first multiparty election, attended by the 5
—_— —— author as a member of the Commonwealth Observer group -

ZAMBIA ENTERS A NEW ERA

e B

was a member of the
.Commonwealth observer
group to observe the Pres-
idential and Parliaments
General Elections held on 31st
Oct. 91. At the request of the

President of Zambia the Sec-.

retary General of the Common-
wealth Emeka Anyakou had
agreed to constitute a
commonwealth observer group
who were chosen on individual

to observe the elec-
tions which had support of

n.’;;polluﬂl parties,
group had no executive
role and its function was nei-
ther to supervise nor to act as
commission of inquiry but to
observe the electoral process
as a whole and to form a
ﬂ:lmt accordingly . It may
recalled the idea of
Commonwealth observer group
to observe elections in Comm-
onwealth countries arose from
the decision of the Summit
meeting in Kuala Lumpur in
1989 in order to foster and
strengthen democratic pro-
cess in Commonwealth coun-

tries. It was felt that observer's |

mission might play a position
role in stren ing demo-
cracy and reinforce the
electoral and constitutional
process. Accordingly it was
conceived that the Com-
monwealth observer group to
Zambia would contribute to
democratic process similar to
observer groups sent to
in October 1990 and
in Feb. 1991. The
composition of the observer
group included the following :
D = Rt Hon Mr. Justice
Telford Georges, Trinidad and
Tobago Former Chief Justice in
Zimbabwe, Tanzania and The
Bahamas Chairman of the

group.

2. Mr. Fakhruddin
Ahmed, Bangladesh, Former
Foreign Secretary and Former
Adviser, Foreign Afllairs

a Dr. Kalidu Bayo, The
Gambia Permanent Secretary

Ministry of Education, Youth,
Sports and Culture.

4. Hon Jean Jacques
Blais, Canada, Former Liberal
Defence Minister.

5 Hon James Carlton,
MP, Australia, Shadow Minis-
ter for Policy Co-ordination
and Development and Chair-
man of the Social Policy and
Health Group.

6. Datuk Harun Din,
Malaysia, Chairman, Election
Commission of Malaysia.

7. Dr. (Mrs) Najma Hep-
tullah ., India, Deputy Chair-
man, Upper House of Parlia-
ment.

8 Mrs Shirley Miller,
Jamaica Director of Legal
Reform. ’

9. Emma Nicholson, MP,
Britain Chairman of the
Conservative Party Backbench
Environment Committee, and
Member of the Select Commi-
ttee on L

10. The Hon Edward

1. Hon Kerry Sibraa.
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all these years have been spent
under the State of Emergency
with the conferment of ex-
ireme powers upon the
President. This Act gave abso-
lute powers to the President
which he could not enjoy un-
der normal conditions and he
was empowered to detain per-
sons without showing any valid
reason. For the last 18 years

——— by Fakhruddin Ahmed

favourable external factors re-
sulting in sharp decline of
copper price in international
market, cost of UDI in
Rhodesia for about 15 years af-
fecting trade with Zambia and
boycott of South Africa for
which Zambia had to pay

dearly. Apart from external fac-

tors mentioned above, poor

ecoriomic policy and misman-

Frederick Chiluba, the victor.

:
Zambia was one. party State
and the emergency powers
were extensively used during
this period. It is not excessive
use of arbitrary powers but
economic decline that worked
as a catalyst for a change in
Zambia. A number of factors
were responsible for Zambia's
economic decline. The un-

agement as well lack of appro-
priate political orientation
contributed to Zambia's rapid
economic decline. The
strongest criticism has been
that the political institutions
under one party state focussed
towards servicing and main-
taining the establishment and
not to sustain a sound and vi-

able economic policy.

Dr Kaunda after 8 years of
independence ended the mul-
tiparty politics when he signed
a Presidential Order on
December 13, 1973 making
Zambia .a single party state.
The existence of emergency
powers and the introduction of
one parly state successfully

- negated to a substantial degree

the evolution of democratic
process. Mounting economic
discontent, restlessness
among the youth, majority of
whom were unemployed, the
winds of change in Eastern
Europe which had profound
cflect on the youth all had
given strength to call for
democratic political pluralism
and put tremendous pressure
on Dr. Kaunda for radical re-
form. Dr Kaunda at first agreed
to hold refcrendum to decide
the issue, In the meantime op-
position was gaining momen-
tum and they ralied under the
banner of Movement for
Multiparty Democracy (MMD).
MMD caught the imagination
of the people both urban and
rural and opposition to ruling

party took a serious turn. Dr
Kaunda agreed to do away with
the referendum altogether and
instead opted straight to mul-
tiparty elections. A new consti-
tution restoring multiparty
polities came into eflect fol-
lowing passage of the bill in
Zambian Parliament on 30th
Nov, 90, President Kaunda also
agreed Lo invite foreign ob-
servers to observe the elec-
tions scheduled on 31st Oct,
1991 and formal invitations
were sent to UN, the Non-
Aligned Movement, OAU, the
Commonwealth as well as to
Carter Group and NDI in
Washington. The elections
were both Presidential and
Parliamentary to be held si-
multaneously. The candidates
nominated for 1991 Presi-
dential election were Dr. K
Kaunda leader of United
National Independence Party
(UNIP) who had ruled Zambia,
since Independence (Oect,

1964) and Mr. F. Chiluba, one
time trade unionist. Mr.
Chiluba, President of MMD,
the main opposition party
emerged as the successful
Presidential candidate. In the
Parllamentary contest there

were |50 seats to contest, M
M D secured 125 while UNIP

bagged the rest including all

the 19 seats in the Eastern
Province. The results of
October 31 elections came as a
rude shock to many of
President Kaunda's ruling
party UNIP.

The election was bitterly
fought and clection campaign
was characterised by mutual
recrimination. Dr Kaunda's
ruling party was severely
mauled, however, the Eastern
province remains its Bastion
where MMD failed to gain a
single seat. Although besides,
UNIP, the ruling party and
MMD, twelve other parties
registered but at the time of
election MMD emerged as the
only opposition to challenge
the UNIP and as such it was a
straight fight between the two
parties, UNIP and MMD.

The election campaign had
began several months following
registration of MMD as a polit-
ical party in January, 91 under
the party's slogan "The hour
has come” for change. The
MMD party's manifesto placed
human rights at the top at the
agenda and promiseéd to give
priority to socio economic
matters allecting economy and
welfare of common citizens. In
short, the MMD called for a
new and better order through
re-construction. UNIP on the
other hand was unable to de-

fend itself in the campaign
while MMD went on #he offen-
sive at will. UNIP cam

hard on slogans like peace,
prosperity, consolidation of
gains as well as experienced
and tested lecadership under
Kaunda. It further tried to pro-
ject that untried leadership of
Chiluba could bring the coun-
try into chaos like Mozambique
and Zaire. Zambia for the first
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The author (far left) being greeted by Kenneth Kaunda at Lusaka State House on the eve of the

elections.

time experienced
contentious and cxpcnsive
clectoral competition as well
as the most acrimonious and
bitter which were sometimes
very personal and effensive.
The observers on arrival
could feel the pulse of the
people clamouring for change.

The observers on arrival
could feel the pulse of the
people clamouring for
change. Regular political
rallies were being held by
the contesting parties but

“the intensity of the cam-

paign was rather subdued
compared to general elec-
tions held in Bangladesh
in 1991].

Regular political rallies were
being held by the contesting
parties and publicity campaign
was advertised in.the newspa-
pers and on radio and televi-
sion. But the intensity of the
campalgn was subdued com-
pared to general elections held
in Bangladesh in Feb. 91].
There was no gralliti on the
walls, no archways or gates ex-
cept posters here and there,
Following introduction of mul-

the most

tiparty system the government
control over the media was
slackened although MMD had
complained this was not good
enough and the media was still
‘blased to the ruling party. Our
observation was that during
the last few weeks preceding
the election day both parties in
the race were able to put
across their massage in the
government controlled media
even handed and on the whole
reporting was {fair. The only

- negative side was that upto the

eve ol polling day there was
unfortunate atmosphere of ru-
mour amid suspicion. There
was genecral expectation that
aftermath of election results
would trigger ofl viclence and
destruction and many forcign-
ers including Asians and about
40 to 50 Bangladeshi familics
were nervous. Some had
crossed into Zimbabwe and
some moved to hotels as a
precautionary measure. Their
suspicion was found wrong and
election day as well as the an-
nouncement of result on the
following evening passed off
peacefully. The ruling party
particularly President Kaunda,
personally congratulated his
opponent President Chiluba on
his victory.

The Commonwealth
Observer Group was divided
into mine provinces and had
ample opportunity to witness
the electoral process. | and
British MP Emma Nicholson

chutched

panic as

made straight
shimmeri

A few minutes later,
illusion ended as the wheels

scat-belt in
acroplane
for the

ng expanse of water.
the

touched the firm gravel
bencath and came to a halt. A
sigh of relief esca my Hps
as | rushed out of the aircrafl
after an almost eternal seven-
hour journey from Dhaka via
Bangkok. A thrill ran through
me as | revelled in the gailety
of the night scene that greeted
me. [t was the thrill of being in
the Orient, the thrill of being
in Kong.

Brilllant street lights and
dazziing neon signs turmm the
tourist s as he travels
along the maze of roads,
tunnels and crisscrossing fly-
overs. Patches of the South
China Sea intervene into the
mainland beside the massive
highways and expressways.
The rr?auc skyline of Hong
Kong drew a jagged outline
against the clear sky almost

obscuring it. It way only after |
reached home that | learnt
that the typhoon signal was up
to 3.

| am glad | did not go to
Hong with the sole mo-
tive of filling up as many
shopping bags as possiblec like
it is g
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THE TROBBING HONG KONG

world's busiest commereial
centres, standing tall with its
lant mirrored skyscrapers,
esigner office blocks and
multi-storicd modern shop
ping arcades all huddled to-
gether In close proximity,
Hong Kong's compact 1,070
square km (itselfl gives the
sightscer a distinct advantage
Old colonial buifldings rendcr a
striking contrast to modern
innovations. The sight of the
Bank of China Tower, The
Bank of America, Hong Kong
and that of Tokyo built with
brilliant gold tinted glass in
Central district is awesome.
Few lands can boast of a public
transport system as ellicient
apd comprchensive as that of
Hong Kong. Everyday the KCR
and MTR subway. network
transports millions of people
to and fro the city. Dozens of
ferries scalc the waters of the
Fragrant Harbour (translated
from Cantonese Heung Gong
from where the city derives its
name). The Star Ferry has be-
come an institution by ftsclfl
plying the waters betwecen
Hong Kong Island and Tism
Sha Tsuil since 1898, Busecs,
trams and rickshaws also pro-
vide cfficient and inexpensive
transport services. Two un-
derwater tynnels are currently
in operation. llong Kong boasts
the longest tunnel in Asia
which is 4 1/2 kms long, the
first skyscraper which can be
dismantled complctely and set
up anywhere clse in the world
| Right next to the Star Ferry
pler on the Kowloon side is
IHHIMS TAMAR Royal Naval
Headquariers and the Prince
of Wales Duilding. Also in the
neighbourhood s Flagstall
House which currently houscs
Dr K S Lo's extensive and
exquisite display of Chinese

tea-ware. A sight- tour
in Hong Kong should
commence with a visit

way where ascending and de-
scending cars balance one an-
other. Rising from St John's
Bullding in Garden Rd to Vie-

toria Gap 4000 metres above
sca lcvel, one can get a spec-
tacular view of Hong Kong Is-
land, Kowloon, New Territo
rics, and the islands of the
South China Sca . . . this was
one mesmerising sight which |
will treasure for a long time to
come. :

The I|lappy Valley Race
course on llong Kong Island
first came Into operation In
1846. Till today it Is llong
Kong's hottest entertainment
and betting spot. The Repulse
Bay beach is a beautiful sandy
stretch which also includes a
life guard club bullt in the Chi-
nese traditional style. Repulse
Bay situated on the south cast
ern coast of the island houses a
few of the wealthicst familics
in the ety. Through winding
roads uphill.we reach Stanley
Village, an old village daling
back o the 17th century
which has retained its quaint
atmosphere. Thatched houses
and an extensive market place
scliing an amazing varicly and

by Sabah Moyeen —

quality of goods makes Stanley
a must for every tourist. One of
the main wonders of llong
Kong is the much talked about
Ocean Mark, Asia's largest on-
tertainment complex. A few
minutes via cable car over a
wide glittering expanse ol wa-
ter, or by the worlds longest
escalalor ensures salc access
to the Ocean Park, a mesmer-
lzing fairyland where one can
forget every care In the world
amidst roller-coastcrs, varfous
oceanarfums and watcr world,
an aquatic playground provid-
ing every sort ol walter sport
imaginable, A site to visit by
night is the Shun Wan harbour
where the Oberdeen floating
restaurants are anchored. The
most renowied of the 3 Jumbo
Floating Rest is a massive
neon -lit structure which pro-
vides the tourist en route on
the motor launch with such an
awcsome sight as can com

pletely overwhelm him. Hun-
dreds of Mlashing cameras add
to the garish brighiness ol its

ncon-studded archways and
exquisite intricate Chinese
decor. Jumbo provides unique
Chinese and sea-food dishes to
hundreds of indulging tourists
and the cream of Hong Kong
society. Harbour Tours are also
available via Chinese junks and
modern air-conditioned ecruis-
ers which provide a tantalising
view of sparkling, psychedelic
[Tong Kong by night, while

dinner, music and dancing
continues on board.
Another breathtaking venue

is the Space Muscum on the
southern coast of Kowloon.
This dome -shaped monstrosity
scems to gulp you into s
world of mechanised special
cffects. It has a Space Theatre,
where movies are shown, an
Exhibition Hall and a Hall of
Solar Scicnees. The most in
leresling and exciting acquisi-
tion of the Space Muscum has
been its mulli-million dollar
Zeiss star projector which can
project up o 9000 star im
agea. As moenlioned belore,
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Hong Kong : On the verge of another turning peint in its histery.

[long Kong is a shopper's par-
adise; its major shopping ar-
cades covering Tsim Sha Tsui,
Tai Koo Shing, Central, Sha
Tin , Causcway Bay etc. There
is nothing under the sun that
Is unavailable in Hong Kong.
Prices -tend Lo be high, but
then the city has its inexpen-
sive sides too which are by far
the more pleasurable. Fast food
joints such as Mac Donald’s,
Pizza Hut, Kentucky Fried
Chicken ete have invaded ev-
cry nook and corner of the
city. Besides, there is an abun-
dance ol restaurants catering
to gastronomes of every class
and culture. At night, Hong
Kong sways with the rhythm of
vibrating, jam-packed discos
and nightclubs.

Coming down to the more
traditional aspects of the city,
onc finds that despite its Bri-
tish up-bringing and its image
as a major banking and com-
munications centre, Hong
Kong is very much culturally
inclined. Its 98% Chinese
population is deeply supersti-
tious, and great belicvers in
their traditions and cultural
roots. | was lucky enough to be
in time for the Mid Autumn-
festival when those [amilies
carrying pretty colourful
lanterms come oul In the dark
to admire the reigning glory ol
the full moon. Although | have
ncver seen thém, stories of the
Dragon Dances and Cheung
Chau Bun festival featuring a
parade of air-borme children
never cease 1o amaze me.

The Chinese worship their
ancestors, and Ancestral
Homes are common all over
the city. There is also a large
number of churches and

mosques | hesides
Chincse lrl:lm&n‘h-.

Today, H
again on t:nﬂmltu:

turning t in its history —
the 1997 merger with China
which will end the century
long British dominion over It
it is clear that the people of
Hong Kong, used to the free-
dom of a laisscz faire

werc assigned to Northern
Province from 25th Oct till
2nd Nov, when the counting
was completed. While boarding

the plane for Northern
Province we had a chance
mecting with President

Chiluba who was also travelling
on election campaign. During
our brief conversation he cogq-
veyed his concern that at-
tempts might be made to tam-
per with the result, otherwise
he felt confident. Earlier the
entire group had called on
President Kaunda at Lusaka
who catcgorically assured us in
reply to a question that he
would step down immediately
if the result would go against
him.

President Chiluba took oath
as President of The Republic of
Zambia soon alter the [inal re-
sult was announced. The way
former President Kaunda made
his exit was warmly praised by
many including USA. The ex-
ample set by Dr. Kaunda for
transition to multi party poli-
tics by conceding defeat and
congratulating the opponent
was unknown in Alrica. This
was indeed a peaceful reveolu-
tion. The US Assistant
Secretary ol State for African
Affairs, Mr. Cohen was re-
ported to have said that Zaire
and Kenya should learn from
Kaunda's statesmanship and
facilitate democratic change.
lie further hinted that US
would soon link external aid to
democratic reforni in the near
future.

President Chiluba soon alter
assumption of office while crit-
icising the previous govern-
ment for indiscipline, corrup-
tion and dcvastating the econ-
omy was cautious in spelling
out how he was going to im-
plement his programme. He
frankly warned that poverty
would take long time to eradi-
cate but called for hard gerk
and collective responsibility to
develop Zambia. At the same
time President Chiluba ap-
praled to Zambians to continue
regard former President
Kaunda as an cider statcsman
for his contributions to the na-
tion. This is in a rare ex-
amplc not enly in Alrica but in
some other Third World coun-

tries like Bangladesh.

The chairman of the
Commonwealth Observer
Group in a statement on 1st
November, 91, stated that
clections were [ree and f[air.
The same conclusion was
drawn by Observer Groups no-
tably the Carter Group and NDI
of USA. Former President
Carter was himsell present on
eleclion day and disclosed that
he had written te President
Bush requesting US assistance
lo mobilise cconomic aid to
support Zambia's newly born
democracy

Zambia's tul transfor-
mation through democratic
pluralism is indeed a mile-
stone in her  history.
Democratic pluralism mcans a
system of compeling ap-
proaches to party politics and
national issues cer-
tain basic rules are adhered to
by all those competing. The
ground rules require that par-
tles will need to develop a high
degree of tolerance. The party
in power have to accept that
opposition may have different
ideas about national issucs and
development which must be
respected and could be criti-
cised for flaws and inadequecy.
The core issue is that a gov-
ernment will change according
to pennl verdict th
ballots ly expressed. For us
there s much to learn from
Zambia's transformation into a
multiparty vibrant democracy.

Fakhruddin Ahmed (s a
Former Foreign Secretary and
Former viser on
Affairs, Government of Bang:
ladesh.



