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NETRAKONA
BNP, Jubo Dal

offices ransacked
From Our Correspondent

Nov. 20 : The offices of
Netrakona BNP and Juba Dal
were badly damaged here by a

p ol youngmen on

noon.

The incident took place as a
sequel to iInternal clique
among the local Juba Dal
workers over the leadership of
the district.

Eye witnesses said, a group
of agitate youngmen believed
to be the members of Juba Dal,
Netrakona attacked the local
BNP and Juba Dal offices and

the signboards, fur-
niture, electric fans and other

office holds including the por-
traits of Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia.

A General Diary (GD) was
recorded with the Netrakona
police station in this connec-
tion.

Special police forces have
been posted at some points of
the town to maintain law and
order situation, police sources
said.

The Whip of the Treasury
Bench of Jatlya Sangsad and
President of Netrakona
District Unit of BNP visited the
damaged offices on Monday
night. He talked to the party
workers and lcaders and de-
scribed the incident as unex-
pected and unlawful. The Whip
also éxpressed his deepest
concern and sorrow over the
incident.

KURIGRAM
Release of JP

leaders demanded

From Our Correspondent |,

Nov. 20 : A big ssion
was brought out by Jatiya Party
and Juba Sanghati members of
Kurigram joinilly at Kurigram
recently to press home their
demand for release of H M
Ershad, Moazzem Hossain and
all other detained Jatiya Party
leaders.

The processionists paraded
the main strects of Ku
town and chanted s
support of their demand.

A big rally was also held in
this connection which was ad-
dressed, among others, by Mr.
Rukunoddowla Mondol, Ex-Zila
Parishad Chairman, Kurigram,
Mr. Abdar llossain, Mr. Mostala
Kamal, Mr. Doula Monju, Mr
Mahboob Hossain, Mr Abu
Bakar Siddique, Sccrelary,
Jatiya Party K and local
Juba Sanghati Ilcader Mr

Shafiqul Islam Ruku.

BARISAL _
PHE distributes

22,500 low-cost
latrines

From Our Correspondent

The Public Health and
Engincering Department
(PHE) distributed 22,500 scts
of Low-Cost Latrines (LCL)
among the people of six south-
ern districts during the last fi-
nancial yecar. The districts in-
cluded Darisal, Patuakhali,
Bhola, Jhalakathi, Dorguna and

IE has also a target o dis-
iribule more than 80,000 scis
of low-cost latrines particularly
for the peopie of 11 southern
districis of Barisal, Patuakhall,
Bhola, Jhalakathi, Borguna,

Pirojpur, Faridpur, Madaripur,
Sariatpur, Gopalgan] and

A total of 6015 scts were
disiribuicd in Darisal, 4,200
scis in Patuakhali, 1,750 scts
in Jhalakatj, 3,860 scis in
Dhola, 4,370 in Borguna and
2,325 scis in Pirojpur.

JAMALPUR
Training course
on nutrition held

Nov. 20 : A six-day long
me on nuliri-
tion was held at the Sadar

Upazila C:nl.rl.l Cooperative
Secicty office recently, reports

Tbutyﬁwmpnkrl
in the traini course.
Mm“u;:tﬂhuld

ﬂr..lnnuumﬂ-:llhlrpﬂ
in their water level with the
onset of the dry scason and di-
versfon of flow upstream
across the berder., official
sources said, reports UND.
Innumerablec shoals, about
200, according to a BIWTA
source, have surfaced on the
two mighty rivers threatening
opcration of ferry services at
scveral points.

A Water Development Doard
source sald, the Jamuna at

roundup

Aricha was flowing at 4.85
meires and the Padma at
Daulatdia point at 3.86 metres
on Sunday morning.

Official sources cxpressed
the [ear that ferry services be-
tween Sirajgani-Bahadurabad,
Aricha-Daulatdia and Mawa-
Char Janajat may be affected
any day now.

Already lerries are operat-
ing through allernate routes at
some points of the Jamuna,

they said.
SIRAJGANY
Future of cotton
mill workers
uncertain

Nov. 20 : The f[uture of
thousands of workers of
Sirajganj Spinning and Cotton
Mill has become uncertain
while the owners latest at-
tempt to sell out the mills
ended in faflure, reports UNB.

The attempt failed as the
buyers set certain conditions
including rctrenchment of |
surplus workers and fresh ap-
pointment which the workers
opposcd.

The Mills had been laid of
on November 17, last year
without any prior notification
on grounds of financial loss.

Earlier, the Mill authoritics
borrowed about Tk. 18 crore
for balancing and modernisa-
tion but diverted the money to
other projects, the mill work-
ers alleged.

The authorilies also have
withdrew Tk. 58 lakh [rom the
provident [und account of the
workers in collaboration with
somec of the union leaders,
they further alleged.

The local unit of the Sramik
Karmachari Otkya Parishad ob-
scrved programmcs including
hartal to reopen the mill, but
the mill still remains closed
and the workers without job.

NARAIL

logans in -

BDR personnel
asked to work

with devotion

Nov. 20 The Depulty
Director Gencral of Bangladesh
Rifles, Brigadicr Abdullah-a-
Hussain, on Monday called
upon the BDR personnel to
perform their duties with dc-
votion upholding the spirit of
sacrifices by the liberation was
martyrs, rcports [3SS.

Brigadier llussain was ad-
dressing the membcers of rifles
marking thc inauguration of a
newly-constructed residence
for Mrs. Fazulatunncsa, the
sccond wifc of Bir Shresta
Shahced Lance Naik Nur

Mohammad Sheikh, at Narail
town.

BDR Commander ol Khulna
Sector Col. K. M. Anwar
Hossain, Commander of
Second Rifles Battalion, LL. Col.
Mohammad Mobarak |lossain
were present on Lhe occasion.

Ruﬁmn
" Death condoled
From Our Correspondent

Nov. 20 : Teachers of
Rajshaht University cxpresscd
their heart felt condolence al
the decath of Ex-Chairman Dr.
Abdul llyc of Philosophy de-
partment of Chitlagong
University.

In a condolence mecting
organiscd by RU Philosophy
department held lt
Shahidullah Arts Gallery
Wednesday last the |pﬂktrl
said the couniry had lost an
eminent educationist and

r whose contribu-
would be remembered by
all

They cxpressed sympathy
with the members of the be-

reaved family.

Presided over by Prolession
Mafizuddin Ahmed, the meet-
ing was addressed, among
others, by Dr. Ahad Al
Miondal, Hasan Azizul |laque
and Mr Rashidul Alam.

JHENTDAH

3-hour road
blockade by
JCD

Nov. 20 : About 200 aclivists
of Chhatra Dal dis-
trict unit staged a demonstira-
tion in the town Monday dec-
manding immediate arrests of
the killers of their lecader
Mithu, reports UNB.

The demonstrators crealed
a three-hour road blockade
from 12 mnoon on Dhaka-
Jhenidah road. As a result,
hundreds of buses and trucks
of diffcrent long routcs re-
mained siranded.

They also demanded with-
drawal of the Officer in-charge
of Jhenidah Sadar police sta-
tion for his inactivity to
nab the killers of Mithu who
was killed by a group of rival
students recently.

The agiating Chhatra Dal
workcrs, however, wilthd rew
the blockade afier assurance
the Deputy Commissioncr a
Acting Superintendent of
Police.

i

- and

Rcupllc aller a days wﬂrk on Imlpath l:rravinp_ lhe wintﬂr chlll

SYLHET, Nov 20: The
Habiganj town electricity dis-
tribution project is now
threatened with abandonment
due to non-cooperation and
obstacles created by the
Habiganj Pourashava and Roads
and Highways Department.
The Asian Development Bank
(ADB), sponsor of the project
has warmed that the project

might be declared, abandoncd
il scheduled works are not

complcted by this month
(November], it is re

it may be mentioned here
that, the 25 crore Taka project
was slaricd with the assistancce
from ADI3 under the "14 town
Electricity Supply Project”.
Under the project, construc-
tion of a 33/11 KV sub-station
has alrcady been completed by
a Chinesc firm.

In Lthe second phase, cx-
tension works of new distribu-
tion linc from the sub-station
through new poles have been

ng on. Old poles are now
being replaced by the new
oncs. The pourashava and the

—Star photo
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Roads and Highway Dcpart-
me et authorilies are
demanding compensation for
this.

Besides, some influential
people are also obstructing the
replacement of poles. Even in
some arcas, the works have
been lying inmmpk:.te it is al-
leged.

Due to all these problems,
the extension works may not
be completed by this month, it
is apprchended. This unncces-
sary obstruction to the com-
pletion of the project works
will ultimately hamper the
smooth supply of electricity.

A PDD source informed this
correspondent that there is no
provision for compensation in
implementing such projects
aided by the international
agencies. Neither the ADDB nor
the government gave moncy
for the compensation, he said .

In Habiganj town, construc-
tion works on 11,000 volts and
440 volts line involving Taka
28 lakh and 12 lakh respec-
tively are going on in fullswing.

The pourashava authority and
Roads and Highways Depar-
tment are obstrucling
construction of new lines
through their roads.

Immediate steps should be .
taken in this regard, for
smooth completion of the
project, it is widely felt.

Death condoled

To mourn the death of the
valiant freedom fighter and
sub-sector Commander of
Balat, Major (Retd) M A A
Muttalib, the Sylhet district
unit of Bangladesh Mukiti-
joddha Sangsad arranged a
condolence meeting at its of-
fice recently.

The meeting was held on the
last day of three-day pro-
gramme following the death of
Major Muttalib. Mr Anwar
Hossain, Commandcr of Lhe
district unit command ol the
Sangsad, presided over the
condolence meeting while it
was also addressed, among
others, by Mr Md I[smail,
Additional Deputy Com-

ADB threatens to abandon |
- Habiganj electricity project

missioner (General), Sylhet,
Mr. Jamal Pasha, Mr. Enam
Ahmed Chowdhury, Mr Yamin
Chowdhury, Mr. Abdul Ahad
and Mr. Shamsuddoha.

The speakers dwelt on the
life and works of the late [ree-
dom fighter.

Late Major Muttalib was
born in Netrakona in 1936.
After graduating he joined the
then Pakistan Army in 1954
and got commissioncd in
1956. An accused of Agartala
conspiracy case, Major
Muttalib retired from the Army
in 1968.

He organised the members
of the then EPR in Sylhet in
1971 for Liberation War and
made a strong resistance
against the Pak Army here. He,
later served as Commander of
the Balat sub-sector. He died at
M A G Osmany Medical College
llospital following a heart at-
tack on October 19 last.

He left behind two sons,
three daughters and a host of
fricnds and relatives to mourn
his death.

| =

40 shops gutted
at Chandpur

Puran Bazar

CHANDPUR, Nov 20 : At
least 10 people were injurcd
and 40 wholcsalc shops at
Puran Bazar in the town gulted
in a devastating fire ‘carly

Monday morning, rcports
UNB.
Fire Drigade sources said

three policemen and three
firemen were among those in-
jured while fighting the blazc.
The injured ple were
given first aid at the Sadar
Hospital, local officials said.
President of Chandpur
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Jahangir Akand
Salcem said the [ire causcd
to cash and
kind amounting to several
crore (aka.
Fire

|

e sourccs said

| the loss of property alone

could be about Tk 1.5 crore In

Doctors demand
withdrawal of
deputation order

CHAPAINAWADBGANJ, Nov.
20: Local doctors held a mect-
ing here Sunday demanding
withdrawal of deputation order
of the physicians from the
upazila parishad, rcports UNB.

. Held at the Civil Surgeon
office, the mee¢ling was
over b Dr
. Among
others, Dr Mohammad Fakrul
islam of | Sadar ad-
dressed the meeting. Tl'z also
discussed various problems

measures (o

w the working condi-

T'Iu meeting also formed a
31 -member district unit of
Doctors Association of

(DAB) with Dr
Abdur Raufl,

Dr AT M
Mozammel! Haq Dakul and Dr
Mohammad Molakharul Islam
as fits President, Secretary

General and Treasurer respec-
tively.

|

Little progress in
coastal afforestation

BARISAL, Nov 20: The

coastal allorestation programme

has becen making very little

progress duce to indifference of

forest oflicials, erosion and
activitics of jotdars, lathials and
criminals, local kcaders alleged,
reports UNI3.

According to figures available
from the local forest and rov-
enue ofllices, out
acres ol land aflforested in
Bhola. Patuakhali and Borguna
since 1973, more than 6,000
acres have been washed away by
r‘IH:r crosion in the last five

of 60,000

h I‘nrgc portion of afforested
land has been illegally occupicd
by local jotdars with the help of
lathials and miscreants, revenue
department sources said.

The Forest Department
lodged 865 revenue complaints
of which only 63 have so far

been settled. A total of 173 of

these cases were filed during
the last financial r alone,

Criminals have taken over
the vast char arcas of Manpura,
Charfession and Tﬂjumuddln
upufihn of Bhola

Muktijoddha rally
held at Maulvi

Bazar
From Our Correspondent

MAULVI BAZAR, Nov 20:
Muktijoddhas ol the district
cxtended their [ull support to
Central Command Council of

B:F'M"h Muktfjoddha San-
' g (BMS) which is running

under the Ilcadership of
Principal Abdul Ahad
Chowdhury at a rally held here
recently. They also condemned
the activitics of a certain
quarter who wants to crcale
confusion among Muktijoddhas
in the country.

Train journey hazardous on
Parbatipur-Panchagarh route

DINAJPUR, Nov 20
Shortage of bogics, inadequale
services, abscnee of basic
amenitics and improper
maintenance make the journcy
on Parbatipur-Panchagrah rail
route hazardous.

Only two up and down
trains running on Lhis roule
can hardly cope with the on-
rush of the thousands of pas-
sengers. Al best three or four
bogies are attached with
engine which are much inadc-
quate for the increasing num-
ber of passengers, it is alleged.

The passengers on Lhe
route travel on the footboards,

ne room and even on the
roof top of the train duc to

rush of passengers.
The train often runs with-
oul any second ¢lass compart-

ment and as a result the upper

From Our Correspondent

class passengers arc o travel
on the crowded third class
bogics. The train hardly main-
tains the time-schedule.

Some passcngers on the
route often carry clothes, fire-
wood, rice, alta, and vegetables
which block the passage meant
for movement of the passen-
gers. The passengers on this
route sulfer much as the ilets
arc not cleancd regularly.

The women on
the roule are hard-hit due to
the absence of the regular fa-
cilities.

The passengers are o wail
under the open sky in absence
of sheds in some stations, it is
reported. Absence of latrines
in some waiting rooms causcs
immense difficultics to the
passcngers. The accommoda-
tlon In the existing walling

rooms is also quile inadequate.

lliegal shows of video lilms
are rcgular in Dinajpur town.

There are more than 100
vidco clubs in the town of
which only 20 are licenced.
The clubs without any licence

other requisite permission

arranging the film shows.
Some people of this town also
cxhibit video films in some
stalls, book shops, medicine
shops, il is complaincd.

The owners ol the autho-
rised video clubs alleged that
the Cuystoms rtment is
solely responsible for the flle-
gal shows. The role of police in
this is also nol clear.

Meanwhile, the local cin-
ema hall owners have
scveral complaints against the
flicgal video film shows but got

No CSPponNsc.

PABNA: A sequence from a dance-drama held on the occasion ol the cenlenary

celebration of Ananda-Govinda Public Library recently.

—Star pl‘uﬂn
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Mismanagement in

orphanage alleged

MADARIPUR, Nov 20 : The
inmates of Madaripur orphan-
age who are mostly school stu-
dents have been deprived of

the rmment facilitics due
legcd mrmp{iun of the
was shiflted

to Kul acenl lo the

town from thﬂ:hcrt:hnr in
June 1984 due to the erosion
of the river Arlal Khan. The ex-
isting dilapidated orphanagec
building is quite unhecalthy, it
is reported.

The inmates of the orphan-
age complained that they arc
not supplied with the 'normal
food including the improved
diet. The enlisted supplier in
connivance with the managc-
ment supply inadequate and
sub-standard foodstufls regu-
larly, it is further alleged.

. Besides, the only appointed
cook is very i lar. As a rec-
sult, the inmates have to pre-
pare their foods by themselves.

The orphans informed this
correspondent that  the
Superintendent had been give
a room by the supplier where
rich quality foodstuflls are man-
aged or him. The
Superintendent has misappro-
priated Taka 1500 which was
collected through selling of
vegetables produced by the or-
phans, it was also alleged.

Reliable sources informed
that during shifting, the
Sup-l:rinll.l‘ldt:nl in collabora-

From Qur Correspondent

'tion with others had sold sev-

ecral housing materials worth
Taka 10,000.

The students of the orphan-
age complained that they are
not n requisite paper; pen
and ks regularly for which
they suffer much. Sometimes
they have Lo buy the materials
[rom oulside at their own cost,
they alleged.

Inspilc of repealed requests
the students were not supplied
sport articles.

A part-time Medical Officer
visits the students irregularly.
So they are to depend on a
compounder who is also not
regular. The medicines are not
supplied from the orphanage
and as a result the students
have to buy those [rom outside
al their own cost.

It is lcarnt thal two bags of
powdered milk which were
supplied for free distribution
among Lhe students became
unfit for consumption due to
delay in distribution.

Most of the stall, particu-
larly the Assistant
Superintendent and a lady
teacher of the pri section
are irrcgular for which educa-
tion ef th¢ inmates is ham-
pered.

The local people demand
immediate inquiry into the
matter for smooth running of
the prphanage for mitigating

the of the orphans.

SATKHIRA, Nov 20: The
exhibition of obscene VCR
films has become rampant in
dilferent places of the district.

The obscene VCR [ilms are
usually cxhibited in the mini-
cinema halls which have been
set up in Satkhira Sadar,
Kaliganj., -Tala, Kalaroa,
Debhata, Assassuni and
Shyamnagar upazilas of the
district. The inflluential and
organised quarters of the local-
itics are reported to be in-
volved in such fillicit practice.

Sources inform that ob-
scene [ilms are being shown
every night which demoralises
the youths of the arca. The or-
ganisers of these films even
display obscene posters and

ts to allure the audiences.

Some of the hair cutting
saloons at Tala upazila and a
godown at Patkelghata Bazar
are used as halls for the pur-

se. In Kaligan| upazila, a

liroom with the accommoda-
tion capacity ol 500 people is
used to serve the purpose.
These unauthorised and anti-
social activities are going on
unabated in Satkhira on the
very nose of the law enforcing
agencies, it is alleged.

Local people urge con-
ceined authorities to take im-
mediate steps against these
immoral activities to prevent
young generation from demor-
alising.

Anti-smuggling drive

Anli-smuggling drive has
geared up throughout the bor-
der arcas of the district.
Smuggled goods worth Taka
five crore 32 lakh were seized
by the BDR personnel during
the period [rom January 91 to
October 91 last.

A total of 2500 cases has
been registered with the dil-
ferent policc stations of the

RAJSHAHI, Nov
Rifles arrested m
people and seized smuggied
worth about Tk 19 crore
Lthe scctor dur-
ing the last 10 months of the
current year, reports UNB.

htot-lnl‘ﬂ:‘;w*m
arrested and 3, cases filed
with the police during the pe-

The largest quantity of
smuggled goods worth t
Tk 3.17 crore had been scized
in the month of April.

The goods recovered while
bein smuggled f(rom
Ba h to Iindia included
gold, silver, copper, brass,
whitc-brass, spare parts, edi-
ble oil and goods from
India included sarces, cloths,
sall, sugar, onfon, cow, cos-
melics, heroin, medicines,
pesticides and electrical in-
struments.

It may be mentioned here
that he BDR scized contraband
of about Tk 19 crore last ycar
fro the same sector.

Post-flood agri

rehabilitation
Another adds: A to-
tal of 76,917 acres of land will

g

Obscene film shows
rampant in Satkhira
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were caught redhanded.

According Lo the local BDR
sources, the BDR personnels
seized huge quantity of smug-
gled s worth Taka three
crore and 71 lakh while being
smuggled into Bangladesh
from India. Smuggled goods
worth Taka one crore and 61
lakh were also scized while
bein smuggled out of
Ban cvsh to India.

The goods usually smuggled
to Bangladesh from India in-
clude sarccs, sugar, salt, lun-
gies, popline cloth, spices,
fruits, eggs. llowers, cows, cy-
cle, cycle parts, machinery
parts, medicines, ycarn, cos-
metics, toys, combs, pesti-
cides, paddy, rice, match, bidi,
bidfleal, zarda, utensils, glass,
onion, garlic, dry chilli, zira,
shallow machine, spectacles
frames, ballpen while the
goods smuggled and
Bangladesh include polyester
cloth, old cloths, tetracycline
powder, gold, fish, VCP, VCR.

AL unit confoe

The bicnnial conference of
Awami League, Tala thana unit
ol the district was held at Tala
upazila auditorium recently.

Sheikh Rezaul Karim
presided over the meeting
while Mr. Salauddin Yusul MP,
Presidium member of AL and
MD. Nasim MP, Publicity
Secretary of AL and chiel Whip
of the opposition In the par-
llament were present as chief
and special guests respectively.

Syed Kamal Bakht,
President, Satkhira District AL
inaugurated the conlference.
Mr. Mansur Ahmed MP, AFM
Entaj Ali, SM Alauddin and
others spoke on the occasion.

A 39 mcmber Executive
Commitice ol AL, Tala thana
unit with Mr SM Alauddin and
Nurul Islam as President and
General Sccretary respectively

district and 622 :mugkn was also formed.
Smuggled goods worth
Tk 19 cr selzed. 709 held

7.50 erore.

Boro paddy, wheal, mus-
tard, maire and maskalni will
be produced mainly in the ar-
ons.

Districiwise distribution of

lands under this programme
will be as follows: 3440 acres
in Rajshahi, 9622 acres in
Nacgaon, 9000 acres In
Natore, 12808 acres In
Nawabganj, 10,000 acres in
Bogra, 6500 acres In
i, 7763 Pabna and
20794 acres in Sirajgan].

The district and upazila of-
ficers of Bangladesh
Agriculture Development
C fon (BADC) have al-
E:hn sicps 1o distribute

fertilzers. pesticides
and other necessary inpuls
among the farmers 10 imple-
ment the mme.

Customs officials
urged to help
check smuggling

BENAPOLE, Nov 20 : Stale
Minister for Finanece
Rahman called upon
the cugtoms officials to gear up
their activities to arreslt pre-
sent trend of smuggling in the
border belts so as to save the

country's economy [rom [ur-
ther ruination, reports (1SS,

He was addrcasing Lhe offi
cials at Denapele lnnd customs
office. Customs Coellector,

Khulna, Mahbubur Rahman also
spoke on Lhe occaston,



