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The November Beacon

We celebrated erday the first anniversary of
the Framework Transition to Democracy by
the three alliances. The four sections and nine
clauses of the '‘Joint Declaration’ read oul (o
milling crowds of patriotic citizenry at three
points within a hall-mile radius with Baitul
Mukarram at its centre — doomed autocracy and

it to where it should ever live — the
garbage bin of history. A nation's most sacred pa-
pers are its constitution — one that the nation
writes to abide by. The November Framework
wrote a nation into democracy.

December 6 was a consummate beginning of
the process ol redeeming the provisions and
and promises of the Framework. And on
27 and later in March came the two
milestones, thanks to that unique one who
and delivered and left and remains the

man to match, on our way to democracy.
No one expected thal the Framework would be
fully operative as soon as the democratically
elected government assumes ollice. But one is
very right in hoping for a constant progress to-
wards the full realisation ol that document [rom
which come the present political realities of the
land. No doubt one or two or even three very big
strides have been made towards that — and sur-
prisingly enoygh, in one very important aspect
the document's commitment was over-lulfilled —
still there is a lot of way Lo go.

The unrealised p pose no problem ex-
cept for the { ones. But disquieting is the
development that some of these are passing into
the zone of unrealisables. The traditionally casti-
gtcd black laws — black because they cut into

human rights — are some of these.
And closer still to the true interests of the media
— of autonomy of the state owned and
dictated Radio and Television is another such un-
realised promises which with each passing day is
into the domain of the unrealisable. This
s a sure way of how democracy can be under-
mined in a rather democratic manner. On the
first anniversary of the Teen Jote Ruporekha or
the Three-Alliance Framework we must, all of us,
bind ourselves to resist such subversion of the
for a true democratic politly.

The Framework, or even the whole of the
sacrosanct Constitution of Bangladesh are only
some words joined to designale some structural
arrangement of a society ol human beings.
not live by such model, however powerf{ully
orced. The sociely needs flesh to allow the
structure to hold together and derive justification
" it In return — in shaping an organic body that
would [inally and eventually harbour a soul. How
ar have we travelled in our quest for such a body
with soul that would soar? Perhaps not a very

distance.

The moment the three alliances agreed to co-
z\tg, au was a thing ol the past. With

elections and the new governmental tak-
ing charge — co-operation ceased. Some think
that's what democracy is about. That it's not al-
ways true has been amply proved by the passage
ol the Twellth Amendment and the passage into a
parliamentary form. The nation is eagerly work-
ing forward to many more of such expression of
co-operation .
ing the infamous Indemnity thing. The
Framework is our guardian angel keeping a con-
stant vigil on our ways — a beacon beckoning us
ever to newer horizons ol democratic dispensa-
tion of power and a democratic way of life. We
take our hats ofl this day to the builders of the
Framework and the Joint Declaration and keep
wondering where have all of them gone.

Burning Indomitability
of Human Spirit

It happened in the early hours of January 14,
1990. The prettiest flower in all of Kallga:}]. er-
haps the whole of the world, went out o Lﬁclr
house to have a wash in the bathroom close by.
Five or six men pounced on her in the darkness
that was lingering. She was bound and doused
petroleum all over her body and then someone
set the girl afire.

Freed instantly by leaping fire, she ran to her
house. But wouldn't enter it, — the doors left
by hersell were inv her to safety and

e, but in vain. Lutfunnahar , @ buming hu-
man torch, feared if she got in the whole home-
stead would be turned into ashes in a conflagra-
tion. There she stood under a tall tree — and
burned and burned. The trunk of the tree started

singeing, and leaves — all of thetn — caught the
fire and burned out. -

Her parents got the scent of burning
could save a big chunk of charcoal that was
minutes before the beloved of all Baligaon, her

e, and Kaliganj, her thana — not only for her
dainty and comely presence and winsome smile
but because of her gifts of intellect and character.
Two days later all of Bangladesh saw her on the
pages of newspapers and [ell in love with the face
— that was not itsellf but a denizen come from
some inferno and ling Lo live in a Dhaka hos-
pital. It was good that her pains ceased on the

gl‘h day of the hopeless t and she ceased to

Daisy's was a slory of bestial cruelly — well, the
beasts are not a thousandth part as cruel as the

perpetrators of that t's orgy of inhumanity —

3

g

o,

flesh and

as well as of the indomitability of the human, |

spirit. One only hopes that the neﬂw:})a{)m would
t the nation with Daisy's smile lighting up

e , January 14, once , Let it be so
that the burning girl's staying back from the
house remain with us for years and for what
it was: the highest in all history to where human
courage and fortitude and sell-denial can rise. You
were a delight to thousands while you were living,
in death you are a darling
undying ideal for even our posterity.

On Monday the main culprit was sentenced to
death and his four accomplices given' life sen-
tence. Even a harsher punishment would not
make up in any measure the loss of Daisy — or any
life whutmver.l l-?fﬂu;étt the judge hoped that l_:[h was
being aimed a erring the repetition such
crimes. Let us hope it does.

with the question of quash-
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Drought into
blessing of Lenin -:
his Comintern in 1921,
Chinese party has grown
the biggest in the world. I
now-faces an uncertain future.

in fact, parly insiders l:_

are now wondering
m- are numbered. In
secret party documents ob-

In private, Chincse party
members confirm that, since

the fall of the Soviet
Communist Party, a “crisis
men has their
ranks. say that few party
members, especially young
ones, , believe t the Comm-
unist Party has any future.
Members say corruption has
increased and some people
have tried to disassociate
themselves from hardline fac-
tions of the party.

On the record, Beijing has
been cautious and diplomatic
about the demise of Sovict
communism, saying that bilat-
eral ties will not be affected
and that il the Sovict Union
wants to dismantle the com-

Thoughts on Foreign Aid, Devment

URVIVAL as a nation

is ncver a problem. We

are at presenl surviving
at 8% of thec domestic
resources. We shall, as well,
continue to survive wilh
diminishing domestic resou-
rces so long as our response to
the conditionalities of foreign
assistance is posilive.

What, however, stands in
the way of healthy growth and
development, arc issues re-
lated to race, religion and cul-
ture which are glorified in the
Third World countrics.
Frequent references appealing
to the sentiments are made to
these glorics of the past with-
out relating them to the pre-
sent. In our situation, to be
objective in analysis, failures to
resolve a problem are ascribed
to the incompeticnee, corrupt
practices, exploitation ete. of
the preceding regime instcad
il' setting up examples ol prob-

m s

Where easy moncy in the
shape of foreign assistance is
abundantly available, a corrup-
tion-free administrative system
cannot be visualised and exis-
tence of corrupt practices
cannot be altogether elimi-
nated which is a hard reality.
In Bangladesh, for example,
the gap between the slogan
and the practice in this re-
spect is remarkably pro-
nounced when such slogans
are raised, at the same time in
practice, contradictions result-
ing thercfrom hit the common
man around his belt too hard

1 to bear.

The economic development
of SE Asian countries has been
meteoric in recent times de-

| spite corruption. Racially they

are the same or identical. They
have possibly taken full advan-
tage of their race to which re-
ligion and culture have been
low-tuned in matters of eco-
nomic development. This ex-
plains one of the reasons for,
say, any SE Asian country pre-
ferring to invest in its own re-
gion — as long as there is the
last scope — to diversi its
resources to Bangladesh re
the SE Asian pecople do not
find themseclves comiortable
socially or culturally for a num-

ber of reasons to which we
cannot close our eycs.

address.
Deforestation in
Burma |

Sir, In urgent need of for-
cign exchange due to the em-
bargo by the world bodies after
the brutal takeover of 1988,
the military junta in Burma had
no alternative but to sell off the
country's natural resources to

‘buy arms for the war on

igenous population,

More than 40 joint ventures
which have been set up with
Hong Kong, Thai and
Singapore companies, in effect
plundering at a drastic rate,
the worldl’s last finest forest in
Burma which account for about
80% of the teak ol the world.
Twenty concession areas had
been contracted along the
Thai-Burma border with total

experts of 160,000 tones teak

ing Sticks

The ripple effects of the dismantling of

August coup are being felt in China. Debates are raging within China about the political
system. Leaks from two secret documents, reports Gemini News Service, show that despite

political cha
continues to

8 in eastern Europe and the Soviet Union the remaining communist giant
ing to socialist thinking.

:nu'm.ﬂ-lhﬂmﬂ-
im , It was the il
fated, demon-
sirations in the streela of
in

and the Soviet U

the aomy .ﬂlm!

which lelt hundreds dead, a

hardline backlash ensuecd.

Betjing has spent the past two

years, deep in a political mire,

pitted against the democritic

reforms of much of the rest of
the weorld.

Beljing's hardline leader-

ship was appalled when the at-

templed coup against
Gorbachev fafled. Since Gorb-
achev's return to and
the dismantling of the
Communist Party, party mem-
bers In ng have been told
privately their superiors
that Gorbachev is a traftor to
socialism and that Russian

Federation President Boris
Yelisin is worse, and more
powerful.

In the two secret docu-
ments being circulated among
party members, DBeifing ac-
cuscs Gorbachev of conducting
a witch hunt against commu-
nists. They warn implicitly that
Chinese party members can
expect a similar fate il they

From Mao to Pf"i‘l(_l
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Past Perspective

Bangladesh is a part of the
Indian sub-continent located
in the delta region in the cast
having access to the Bay of
BBengal through Chittagong and
Mongla and as such, the arcas
prcecsently comprising
Bangladesh, could be reached
from the ancient times both
from the land as well as the
sca mainly from Chittagong.
Invaders, traders and religious
leadcrs in the past utilised
bolth ol thesc communication
routcs for their own respective
purposes.

Among the invaders/
traders, the Mughals and the
British have leflt behind
durable impact over here. In
respeet of religion, the Sulfis
played a vital role in the inter-
csting backdrop ol the Vedic
culture of India.

Mir Jafar

Now | shall make an abrupt
rcference to "Mir Jafar Al
Khan, commonly known as Mir
Jafar, the Traitor (though in
the present context of inter-
nalional relations, a re-ap-
praisal of his character is
esscniial). lle was one of the
closcst associates or the clos-
est associale of Nawab
Scrajuddoula in which the ill-
fated [?) Nawab reposed his
total confidence. Everything
wenl well till Mir Jalar came
into a secret contact with Lord
Clive represcenting the inter-
csls ol East India Company,
although, such contacts are
widcespread these days and
conlacis with the Clives are no
more (treated as secret. In
Third World countries, these
contacts take place on account
of one thousand and one valid,
cogent and compelling na-
tional requirements to seck fi-
nancial assistance/ technical
co-opcration for economic de-
velopment. In the process, the
fate of Scrajuddoulas is also
decided. During our times, we
have witnessed, with horror,
the assassination ‘of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and grcat
Muktijoddah Ziaur Rahman,
more or lcss, on the lines of
Nawab Scrajuddoula.

Nawab Serajuddoula was
lucky in assassination because

Letters for publication in these columns should be

| addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

and 500,000 tones other hard
wood. The
Timber Corporation estimates

revenue of US 8112 million a

year from the logging.

According to satellite pho-
tos, about 350,000 threes
were cut during the 1988-89
logging season — nearly double
the sustainable level. UN fig-
ures say Burma earned about
US $200 million in 1989 for
its export of about 944,000
tones of tecak and other hard
wood, Japan, Denmark, the
United States and Italy were
the main purchasers. About
500,000 hectares of tree cover

disappeared annually over the
past five years — a rate five

times ter than durin
lmJ:rhﬂ. . :
Last year the military

government's -

et

Ihao Ziyang ousted

changes in Soviet Union

Mao des Succeeded by Hue Guoteng
197780 Deng Ximoping gradually gams contro!
1980  Deng insthutes economic iberalsation
1086-87 Aptormysts detedl conservative chalenge
Zhao Ziyang emerges as Deng's successor

Pro- Democracy movement crushed
Hargine premier L1 Peng dominales party
Party reaMirmg (@nh 1 COMMUMRS™ JeDIe

abandon socialism.

The documents reveal a
fecling of crisis in the hardline
leadership that many Chinese
say is echoed in the ‘s
middle and lower ranks.
documenis appear to be an at-
tempt to retain the loyalty of
the country’'s 50 million party
mcembers by appealing to thetr
vesied intercsts.

One document claims that
Gorbachev and Yeltsin have
joined forces (o carry oul a
"great purge and white terror”
— a capitalist-siyle attack on
communists. as o a
“red terror” in which commmu-
nists attack capitalists.

The sccond document,

l.l

by Gholam Mohammad

his ordinary death would have
cventually exposed his incom-
pcitence as a ruler and his
great love for a lustful life. The
historians have, fortunately for
him, closed that chapter plac-
ing him on top of our national
heroes in spite of the recality
that Nawab Serajuddoula was a
Bihari by our common stan-
dard ol judging things.

Mir Jalar, on the other
hand, yearned for the throne
with the assistance of a supe-
rior power at that time trad-
ing in India with the valid li-
cence [rom Emperor Jahangir.

Mughal and British

In India, in the past. there
have been lots of such exam-
ples of assistance having been
called in and obtained [rom
forcign powers — the most
glaring of which was the com-
bined support of the Indian
rulers extended to Emperor
Babar against Ibrahim Lodhi (a
Muslim againmst another
Muslim — no religious com-
munalissn which is however,
being discovered now). Babar
and Clive had identical imme-
diate objective to capture the
power. Over the period of
time, the Mughals distin-
guished themselves by scitling
down in India and trcated
India as their motherland and
did not, as such, transfer the
local Indian resources abroad.
The British Crown, to begin
with, approved the appoint-

‘ment of Mir Jafar Ali Khan as

the Governor of Bengal, Bihar
and Orissa and took over, sicp

by step, the control of India .

[rom the East India Company
over a of time. Then the
British Crown ruled India lrom
as distant a place as London.
They introduced a highly. efli-
cient, honest and politically
neutral cadre of civil servants
recruited on merit, as an ellee-
live remote control device for
ensuring an extremely elficient

- administration who, contrary

to the Mughals, - reformed or
changed the local systems of
India to conform to their nceed
for governance as per the in-
struction of the Crown. |
Admittedly, both the
Mughals and the British were
supcrior to the Indians in

reached agreement to by arms
worth nearly US 81 billion
from China. The two countries
signed a longterm deal late last
year for equipment ranging
from jet ter to small arms.
;; lu;,lth [ tl;; LI: $900 mil-
n debt wou in
ricc and wood. RN
UN sources who have con-
tact with Burma's forestry de-
partment say many of its offi-

‘clals shocked at what was hap-

pening they had but little
power to stop that. The trade
is in the hands of Burma
Timber Enterprise headed by
Lt. Gen Chit Shwe.

A UNDP seminer-cum-study
tour says the sustained yield
concept in teak management
has been steadily violated by

the military government since
its inception in 1962 despite

repeated -protests by the
Forest . By way of
insistent s through the

military executives of Timber
Corporation to constantly in-
crease production of teak to
earn hard currency to maintain
the military in r. the ca-

pacity of the important teak

terms of their military
strength, education and re-
source management.

Therclore, their claim to rule -

India had its own basis, logic
and justification being accept-
ablc to the Indians immedi-
alcly. The ultimate ve of
the Mughals was nonctheless
restricted to finding out a
homeland as against the
British whose inicrests were
global with carcful planning in
regard Lo trade and ind )
In India, in course of
conflrontation with he

Mughals, the British emefged

far more supecrior to the
Mughals in all respects. They
firmly united India as a s
administrative unfit under
British Crown which it was
ncver so before, and again on
the eve ol their departure from
herc, divided it inlo two inde-
pcndent States on the basis of
sheer religious communalism
which, during the Mughals,
was no [orce.

The British Way

What is remarkable about
the subtle British way of han-
dling crisis situation in India is
that the Liberation Movement
against them was blunted and
it was interprcted by them,
taking their both short and
long-term interests into con-
sideration and accordingly
given a [resh scnse of direc-
tion. As a result, the British
remained safe and sccure and
also, honourable. They were
shown great respect at the
time of their winding up from
herc. Bharat vied with Pakistan
and out-witted Pakistan in this
regard by engaging Lord
Mountibatten as sovereign
India's first Governor General.
This is a unique case of British
diplomacy possibly rare in the
contemporary history of the
colonialists who werc generally
drawn in bloody civil wars and
foreced to quit their colonies,
themselves bleeding. The
British suflered no casualtics
in India. On the other hand,

we are still bleeding.

Back again to the subject —
Mir Jafar, who is Lhc most
hated character in our history
for having collaborated, to ob-
tain power, with East India

analysing in castcrn
Europe, makes alarm-
ing reading for party

It says: "The
Htumpt:?_u-ﬂ
more arrogant mem-
bers are undergoing all kinds
of discrimination and
tion. The land and

forced to sell and

newspapers in the subway.
Mecanwhile, dissidents

have been de by the fall

ng that it must hasten
the cnd of the party in China.
SBome studenis cons

demonsiraling in support of
what had happened in
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to Communist Ideology

Catherine Sampson writes from Beijing
the Soviet communist party in the wake of the failed

Moscow, but lost their nerve.

Party propaganda since the
fall of the Sovict Communist
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lar, Betjing has maintained that
cconomic reform has raised
the standard of living and lefi
people satisfied with their lot.

Certainly the and
riets R T
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two years, '
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press themseives in the politd-
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to business,
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inhibition about confrontation
and breaking out of the hierar-
chy. In Moscow's hour of con-
frontation, when the tanks
were ordered onto the streets,
Yeitsin was prepared to face
them head on..

When the army was sent
into s cily centire In
June 1989 by hardliners, pro-
democracy politiclans did
nothing. For the past two
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and the Denounced

Co . Toppling of Nawab
lnmuhog assassination
was incidental. Collaboration
with a mighty, superior bn\fn
power was main issuc. In
that . the unfortunate
assassination of the young
Nawab was Lhe minimum
bloodshed required. Have we
aflter achieving indcpendence
twice, been able to reverse
that trend? Is there an fota of
change ever since? I not, then
Mir Jafar does deserve, at
lcast, that 'dignified’ treatment
which is meted out to men of
his type or standing al present
in our political arena compet-
ing for obtaining assistance
from abroad for the country's
economic development. In
honesily measuring up the
presenl concept of ceopera*
tion for development, can we
totally exclude Mir Jafar Al
Khan from our considcrations?

Campus Violence
Abruptly again, | choosec a
concrete subject for discussion
— the campus violence. Why all
are quiet on its inlernational
dimensions? Involvement of
teachers is belicved to be di-
rect. Also the identified forces
of terror are on record as op-
erating frecly, with sophisii-
cated unauthorised arms.
Destabilising a' democratically
clected | nment through
such is an expression
of helplessness on the part of
the government. itsell. This is,
moreover, not seen as the uil-
timate objective of the camipus
violence, either. :
The campus violence rathe

covets a much larger canvas

aiming at a much grealer tar-
get of crippling. the nation. It
envisages prevention of the
emergence ol outstanding boys
u:} girls from taking leader-
ship, merit, firstly at the
national level and then, on the
international forum, in their
respective fields, This, there-
fore, eventually encourages the
growth of the mediocres, as a
class, who are easy to handle
everywhere and at all levels.
Frequent closure of the educa-
tional institutions due to the
violence, resulting into session
jams for that matter, is the
initial part of the total plan to
set In motion, consciously, def-
inite hindrances in the way of

forest lo suslain constant
yields has been impaired for
decades to come.

The destruction of forest
cover through indiscriminate
and uncontrolled logging has
well contributed to an accel-
crated rate of deforestation
each ycar in Burma. The de-
struction ol forest cover in the
country probably exceeds well
over 1.5 million acres yearly.
The military government
which has controlled the
country for 28 years shows no
concern for this problem that
strikes al the root of the na-
tion's very existence.

As the logging is so inten-
sive and the forest destruction
has accelerated to a terrible
degree (3.3 percent of
Burma's total forest cover a
year), the deforestation prob-
lem is not only threatening the
39.8 million people of Burma,
but the whole human popula-
tion across the world, by way
of its adverse environmental
esological reaction.

Kyaw Kyaw
ABSDF, Arakan,

Burma.

Sub-Post Office
needed

Sir, Ram is a historic and
populated p in Munshiganj
district. A branch post office’
is8 working here since the
British time. But the t of-
fice doesn't have a delivery
postman whereas the size of
population under its cove
jurisdiction is above one lakh.
There are a number of primary
schools, two high schools, one
degree college, three banks,
Health and Family Planning
Centre, a number of textile fac-
tories, a hundred garment
factories and three markets.
Besides, a few thousand
from this area are working in
Japan, Germany and Middle
East; their remittances amount
to a minimum of Tk
15,00,000 which, at present,
has to be transacted
the distant Rikabi Bazar sub-
post office, at a great risk.

Concerned authorities have

time and again been requesied
to transform the said branch-
m:l office into a sub-post of-

but to no effect as yel.

grounds brie

the healthy development of the
younger tion who will
:rhu present without

capabilitics. Alre
enled and outstanding boys
and girls, disillus

arc migrating [rom this

try in growing numbers to
which we should perhaps
wake up to see if there is still
time left to close up the gaps
in which the su forces
[rom abroad have their right to
slep in.

In
g g g B

invaders shall not eome -
more on the horses’
swinging their swords. o con-
quer a country and o capture
its resources. le‘%.ﬁ.r. r at all
takca scriously his stage,
has an altogether different face
now opcralive, at the same
time, in politics, trade, indus-
try, bureaucracy ctc. In point
of fact, he stands
‘institutionalised’. .

A sovercign parliament,
form of government, national-
ism, demand for the repeal of
all black laws etc., etc. are ex-
ercises [ailing to do any good

to the common man who,

paradoxically, is being system-

atically fleeced by soarin

prices and, to be

any moment il the law and

order machinery goes wrong.
Taken into con

tion
's genuine fecling of

the

havi n faken as

and , the talented and
resourccful fleeing the coun-

try, possibly, we might con-
clude that the ‘'Battle o
', fought this time on
different [ronts, is over al- -
I. ﬂ,' .
For reasons stated in the

our twice-achieved indepen-
dence even at 0% of our do-
mestic resources. Mir Jafar-
Clive collaboration so long
condemned in the history
merits an in-depth study vis-a-
vis the concept of cooperation
for development, at this point
ol time, to find out whether
really it relates to our eco-
nomic devclopment on the
fly discussed or
the history's verdict ts final
having no scope for re-inter-
pretation.

opening paragraph, wé can

'll

Therclore kind and earliest at-
tention of the Post and
Te Ministry {8 earnestly
sought to the matter.

M. G. Haider Stkdar

Jor residents of Rampal.

-~ Student politics

Sir, Once, a philosopher
commented something like —
“If religion creates no broth-
erh and sympathy, 1t
should be rejected”. The
comment reads a little ro
but it is not the fault of
religion but of those who use
religion for realizing their
narrow interests.

Meanwhile, such of
comment can be well fitted

with our t-day students’
politics. I would say that * if
student politics only creates

violence and academic

campus
indiscipline, it should be
banned.” ’

M. Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor,

Bangladesh Agriculture
Institute, Dhaka.



