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Australia, England

in final

HELSINKI, Nov 17

olders Australia and En d |

hird last time, reached the
World Team Squash
Champfonship final with
crushing 3-0 victories on
Saturday, reports Reuter.

Australia overpowcrcd
Finland despite the absence ol
injured world champion
Rodney Martin while England
tl rienced a similarly one-

semifinal against Egypt.

Australians Chris Dittmar
and Chits Robertson won easily
against Sami Elopuro and
Pentli Pekkanen respectively
aflter third strings, DBrett
Martin and Marko Pulli, staged
the only real contest.

Although Martin won the
first game 9-0, Pulli gained in
conflildence before losing the
next two, 9-7, 9-5,

Egypt offered only token
resistance aflter resting num-
ber one, Ahmed Taher.

Number three Amir Wagih,
who had made a big contribu-
tion to Egypl's progress into

the last four, played listlessly- |

to lose the opening tie to
Jason Nicolle.

Gamal El Amir, Taher's re-
placement, fafled to win a
point against Del Harris in the
M-nﬂnutc match.
~ * Struggling Pakistan lost 2-1
ina Iagd'f against the Dutch.

Evengworld number one
Janshef Khan trailed by two

games before beating Raynmnd

Schefler.

US golfers win

SAWARA, Japan, Nov 17 :
US :senior golfers won five
matches and drew one against
a Japancse team Sunday,
winding up with a 24-8 tri-
umph in the dirs 550,000 Du
Pont Cup Japan-Unifed States
&:ninr goll team competition.
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Sport

Jr int'l championships begin today

Sports Reporter

The sixth Bangla-
desh inlernatio-
nal junior tennis
championships,
an International
Tennis Federa-
tion(ITF) rateéd tournament,
gets under way at the Ramna
Tennis Complex today.

Foreign Minister ASM
Mustaliqgur Rahman will for-
mally inaugurate the week-long
mect at nine this moming.

The meet, which this year
has been upgraded by the ITF
into a Group Four event from
its previous Group Five rank-
ing, will see competition in

. four categories — the boys ' 18-
| and-under singles and doubles

- boys' and girls’ sections will
each earn 40 ranking points

and the girls’ 18-and-under
singles and doubles.
The singles winner in the

while the doubles winning pair
will share 30 points. The sin-
gles runncr-ups will get 30
points each and the doubles
runner-up pairs will each
share 20 points.

Sixty-four players, including

17 girls, from 13 countrics are

. tries -

expecied to take part in the
championships. Only five coun-
Indfa, Thailand, South

. Korea, Egypt and Bangladesh

 events.

are compeling in the girls’
Another girl, from

~ Georgia in the USSR, is yet to

conflirm her arrival.
Hosts Bangladesh will field

- 15 boys and four girls in the

various events.

Meanwhile, 27 boys and
eleven girls from six countries
out of the total number of for-
eign entrants are already in
the city., According to
Bangladesh T::nnln Fedcmuon

organisers of the meet, the

remainder of foreign partici-

pants are expected to reach by
today or tomorrow at the lat-
est. Another player, fourth
seeded Thomas . Sascha
Winkler ol Germany, was ex-
pected to arrive late last night.

Those yet to arrive include
two s [rom Saudi Arabia, a
boy and a girl from the
Republic of Georgia (USSR) ,
twn boys and two girls from
Egypt and a boy each [rom
Hungary and hustria.

Aflter Bangladesh, India are
sending the biggest contingent
of 13 boys and four girls whilc
the Thais , who have done well
in the past mects here, have
enterced three boys and five
gigls. There are two boys and
wo girls [rom South Korea and
two boys each from Poland and
Iran.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on the eve of the cham-
pionships, yesterday afllernoon
at the BTF oflice, Khandaker
Asaduzzaman, president of the
Bangladesh Tennis Federation,
safid an approximate budget of
Taka 15 lakhs had been drawn
up for the meet which has
been a regular feature in the
city since the past five years.
Then it used to be known as
the Ershad Junior Cham-
pionships.

SEEDINGS

Mcanwhile, the tournament
committee headed by tourna-
ment director Byzidur Rashid,
yesterday announced eight
seedings for the boys' singles
and four for the girls’' singles.

‘Atip Chotiyanwong of

'Thailand, who has 150 singles

points and 200 doubles I‘T‘F

points to his credit, has been
made the top seed in the boys'

singlcs. Pakistan's Asim Shalfiq

has been seeded second.

The remaining boys singles
seeds are (3) Vikram
Venkataraghavan of India, (4)
Thomas Sascha Winkler of

Germany, (5) Vikram Singh

BTF chief Khandaker Asaduzzaman (c) addressing newsmen yesterday.

Salluza of India, (6) Vasudev
Reddyt of India, (7)
Bartolomiej Sztipka of Poland
and (8) Robert Witz of Austria.

The Girls' singles seedings
are again headed by a Thai,
Susdopee Chartsurhipun who

. ' has a world junior ranking ol

42. Her compatriot Tanarube
Tanasugarn, ranked 104th in
the world among juniors, is
the second seed.

Falguni Parsana of India is
sceded third and Pimpisamai

FRANKFURT, Nov
17: Pete Sam-

pras and Jim
Courier won, their
semifinal against
former cha-
mpions on Saturday to sct up
the first all-American final of

~ PETE SAMPRAS

the ATP tour World
Championship for 12 years,
reports Rewuter.

Sampras routed lvan Lendl,
whu has won the year-ending

Tennis

championship a record five
times, 6-2, 6-3 in just 68 min-
ules.

Courier beat Andre Agassi,
the defending champion, for
the second time in a majer
tournament this yedar, winning
6-3, 7-5.

The two men clashed in the
French Open [inal last June
where Courier clinched his
first Grand Slam title.

When two Americans last
met in the [inal of this presti-
glous year-ending champi-
onship, formerly known as the
Masters, John McEnroe beat
Arthur Ashe.

The sight of two US players
contesting one of the most
sought- alter titles outside the
flour Grand Slams is sure to
boost American morale ahead
ol their Davis Cup final against
France later this month.

Sampras, who will play sin-
gles against the French in
Lyon, said his victory over
Lendl had bolstered his conli-
dence "one notch”.

"I am not saying that | am
going to go to the Davis Cup

playing like | did tonight. But

the way | am feeling and play-

ing, hopefully I'll have some

pretly good luck there.”
Sampras, 11 years you

than Lendl, gave a masterful

display of his strong serve-and-
vollcy game,

returning wunbelievably.
Ew:r}rthln; I hit ll.ll'l'll!d to

OSAKA, Ngv 17 : Defending
champions Cuba won the
World Cup women's volleyball
tournament, crushing Peru 15-
9 1512, 2-15, 151l ma f
nal round maleh here
Saturday, reports AFP,

The unbeaten Cubans are
now assured of the tournament
even before their match today
against the Soviet spikers who
were bealen by China 3-15,
15-5, 7-15, 7-185.

The delending champions
better tlon in set avcerages
will remain unchanged cven |l
they lose 0 the Sovict world
mpions in siraighls scts
even il China beals South
wa in the other of the three
final matches today .

A Chinese and Soviet win
would leave Cuba, the Sovict
Union and China all with 4-]
win -loss records, but Cuba
would still take the title on set
averages.

Thh was Cuba s scrond vic-

tory in the World Cup, having
won in 989

The match Saturday at the
Osaka Castle Hall was Peru's
third loss against onec win In
the final round, while for the
Soviets, the gold medallists in
the 1988 Sedul Olympics, it
was their first loss against
three wins.

The Chinese spikers have
won three and lost one in the
six -nation final round.

In other action Saturday,
the United States beat South
Korea 15-10, 15-6, 15-10 for
their first win. It was the
Korcans' fourth straight loss.

The winner of a match be-
tween Lhe United States and
Peru today will get the [inal
berth in the Barcelona
Olympics next year.

China, Cuba, the Sovict
Unton, Drazil, Spain and Japan
have alrcady qualified for the
1992 Olympics.

Hall the 12 teams in the

prelimd round advanced to
the final round.

In consolation competitions
Saturday, South American
champions Brazil overwhelmed
Canada 15-5, 15-8, 15-12 for
their fourth straight win. It
was Canada’s third loss against
onc win.

Spain scored their first win
beating Kenya 15-1, 15-85, 15-
13. The match was Kenya's
fourth consecutive defeat.

Japan outplayed Ger
15-12, 10-15. 12-15. 17-16,
15-8 for their fourth win in a
row. |t was the German's sec-
ond loss t two wins.

FINAL STANDINGS
Final an World
Cup women's V .
, Cuba 4
. China 4
Soviet Undon 4
United States 2
Peru |
. South Korea 0O
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Cuban punchers march on
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The Soviet Union, the
biggest threat to the Cubans
and Americans, suflered two
ik Soeeyoiight  Brege
wit avyweight vegenl
Sudakov, a silver medallist in
1989, losing on points to south

Australian middlc-weight

Justen Crasford up the
local out a
toe-to-toe 20-21]
over Scotland's Stephen

~ semifinals wou

gold.”

Agassi tried to take too
many risks in his largely base-
line battle with Courifer.

Courier sealed the first set
in 38 minutes alter a break of
scrve in the sixth game.
Although Agassi took the initia-
tive in the second with a break
to lead 4-2, he was broken in
the seventh and 11th

"I didn't feel | hit the hlll as
cleanly as | could have,” Agassi
said. "1 don't think he neces-
t tennis... He

sarily played grea
just played well at the right

points.”

Sampras has won three of
his four encounters with
Courler.

But the French Open cham-
pion won in straight sets when
they last met in the quarter-fi-
nals of this year's US Open.

Courier said Sampras’'s serv-
ing. which has been superb
this week, would be a key fac-
tor in the final.

"Pete is playing pretty darn
well. Because he is servin
bombs that gives him a bit o
freedom on your serve to really

go after you.”

NEW YORK, Nov
17 : Martina Na-
vratilova will be
chasing history
when the Virginia
Slims Champion-
ships begins its week-long run
at Madison Square Garden

The 35-year-old left-han-
der, who hasn't won the sea-
son-ending dirs 3 million
tournament since November
19886, is secking her 158th ca-
reer title, one more than Chris
Evert.

Navratilova tied Evert in her
last outing, upselting Monica
Scles In the final of the
Virginia Slims of California last

"Qutside of the Grand Slam,
| would have to say this is my
most satislying victory,”
Navratilova said after joining
Steffl Grafl as the only players
to defeat Seles twice in 1991,

Despite what happens on
the Garden's indoor court, the
17-year-old Scles, ranked No.
1 in the world and the top
sced in the select 16-player
singles ficld, has clinched the
world Champion of Women's
tennis title.

Last year, 5¢|¢i captured
the Virginia Slims
Championships by defeating
Gabricla Sabatini in the first
women's maich since 1991 to

go five sets. The Y . who
hits with two hands off both
sides, will begin the defense of

her title by taking on Julie
Halard, 21, of France.

If she meets Sabatini again
this year, the most they can
play is three sets since il
would be in the semifinals. The
title maich is the only time
during the year that women
could play five sets.

Sabatini's first-round oppo-
nent s Katerina Maleeva of

Four of Navratilova’'s carcer
titles have come In the

ﬂmw
begin her record-book

z Oraf, the rtl'un‘

nu-tm -lnntr thh hur
nament, [aces Spain's Conchita
Martinez in her first-round

match.
if the seed hold, the
feature the

‘'remaining
. hour’'s break for lunch at one

Kansuthi of Thailand fourth.
The participants, who have
d their own air , will
provided local hospitality

including food and board by

the Bangladesh Tennis Fede-
ration.

Except for today's 9:00 am
opening, the timings for,

matches will be [rom 8:30 am
and to 4:30 pm without break
on the second and third days
(Tuesday and Wednesday{ and
8:30 am to 4:30 pm on the
days, but with an

o'clock everyday.
TI

Scason tickets for the lim-
ited VIP enclosure secats will

cost Taka 200 while the
gallery season tickets are
riced at Taka 50. Daily tickets

for the galleries are Taka 10
There are no cash prizes,
with the winners receiving
trophies and ranking points.
In addition to the champi-

ons and runners- up in each

section, the losing semifinal-
ists in the singles will earn 20

—3tar photo

points ‘each and the quarterfi-
nalists 10 points each. Even a
second round loser will collect
five points.

In the doubles, the losing
semilinalists will earn 20
points per pair, the quarterfi-
nalists 10 points per pair and
the pre-quarter-finalists five

points per pair.

Following is the list of par-
ticipants who have arrived:

INDIA : Boys : Shail Galada,
Vasudev thd‘f Devarshi

SamPraS, Courier in all-American final Seles faces C

PHILADELPHIA
Nov 17: Jennifer
Capriati over-
powered Gabriela
Sabatini with her
backhand passing
shots to move into Sunday's
final against top-seeded
Monica Seles in the Virginia
Slims of Philadelphia, reports
AP.

riati was a 6-3, 6-4 win-
ner of her Saturday semilinal
in the dlrs 350,000 event.
Seles reached her 16th
straight final this year with a
6-1, 6-2 victory over Arantxa

Seles, who needed only 65
minutes to beat No 3 Sanchez
Vicario, has won eight tourna-
ments in 1991 en route to the
world's No 1 ranking.

“It's amazing,” Scles said.
“Last year, my goal was to get
to the semifinals or final of ev-
ery tournament and ['ve kept
that with me this year. I've
been little lucky.”

Capriati and Seles last met
in the semifinals at the US
Open, which Seles won 6-3, 3-

6, 7-6.

“I'm looking forward to
playing Monica,” Capriati said.

Capriati won the final game
of the 1 hour, 14-minute
match serving at love.

Capriati hit two cross-court

JENNIFER CAPRIATI

passing shots, a lob that
Sabatini tried to stab with the

top of her racket, and a return

; ,.1;_’

only four players to win the
Slims Championships: Scles
against Sabatini (1988) and
Navratflova against Graf.

Given a strong chance to
break up the “old gang of four”
is 15-year-old Jenniler
Caprinti, who is ranked sixth
in. the world. Capriati, who
upset Navratilova at Wimbledon
and lost to Seles in a third-set
ticbreaker at the U.S. Open,
reac the semifinals in both
Grand Slam tournaments, will

:renaphﬂlhﬂnltm
France

Capriati could Sabatini
in the

ﬂwmherﬁdmm the top

of the draw sends seventh-

ermany to host

fm:.wmﬂ a2

is o continue

the men's ATP tour
. cha ship tennis finals
until 1995, reports Reuter.

The Association of Tennis
Professionals (ATP), which
runs the men's professional
tour, sald it had signed a new
three-year contract with a
that would keep the event in
OGermany between 1993 and

“ﬁwﬂaﬂhhhhﬂﬂu

event next year bul the
German venues for the follow-
ing three years have yet to be
decided.

LON

Cuban spikers win W Cup ewrasiona prrsies EHoate:

«m ol al:mg e
:crdcd Mary Joe Fernandez
against Helena Sukova of

Other first-round pairings
scnd No. 5 Arantxa Sanchez
Vicario of Spain against Zina
Carrison and No. 8 Jana
Novoitna of Czechoslovakia
against Switzerland's Manucia
Maleeva-Fragniere, the older
sister of Katerina.

The Virginia Shims champi-
onships is the richest and
best-attended event In
women's tennis. Besides Lhe
top 16 singles players, the
tournament features the top
cight doubles teams in the

world.

First-round in the
doubles sends Gigl Fernandez
and Novotna against
Australlans Nicole Provis and
Liz Smiley. Mary Joe
Ferenandez and Garrison

Gretchen and
Robin White, Jill
of Oanada and Ka Rinald{

Mitra, Raju Naik, Vikram
Vankataraghavan, Anirban
Dutta, Anirban Baruah, Sohel
Malhotra, Chandra Veer Sing ,
Syed Fazaluddin, Syed
Saifuddin and Vikram sing
Sahuwza.

Girls: Sahiba Chadha,
Falguni Parsana, Lavanya
Manradiar and Arthi Ponnappa.

PAKISTAN : Boys: Raja
Mohammad Asal, Asim Shaliq,
Shah Mohammad Khan,
Mohammad Khaliq and Hasan
Mehmood.

THAILAND: Boys: Jirapong
Rojanavasri, Jirasri Sirichot
and Atip Chotiyanwong.

Girls: Siriluk lee,
Sasithon Thangthienkul,
Sudsopee Chartsurhipun,
Tanarube Tanasugarn and
Pimpisamai Kansuthi. :

SOUTH KOREA : Boys :
Sung Jin-Won, Jong Soon-Lee.

Girls: Ki-Jung Chung and
Seok-Eun Sah

POLAND : |Boys :
Mierzwinski Aleksander and
Bartlomiej Sztipka

IRAN : Boys : Rusbe Amini
and Alex Sandra Reza Sachi.

The BANGLADESH Players
are :

s : Shibu Lal, Faisal S.
Hluq, Nawaz Ameen, S. M.
Waliullah, Dilip Pasia, Shamim
Ahsan Ronnie, Shihabuddin
Ahmed Faiyaz, Islam,
Sree Arjun, Ali Akbar Bijoy,
Tofazzal Hossain, Monir
Chowdhury, Alam Hossain,
Shakil Siddiqi and Asif Zaman.

Girls: Mehreen Asalf, Shathy
Sarker, Iffat Ambarian Joya and
Yesmin Ahmed Urmi.

Syed Wahid is the tourna-
ment releree.

The draw for the events was
also held yesterday.
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Liu boosts his
Olympic hopes

HONG KONG, Nov 17:
China’s Liu Jun boosted his
Olympic hopes with a surpris
ingly easy 15-10, 15-10 win
over compatriot and defending
champion Wu Wenkal in the fi-
nal of the Hong Kong Open
badminton championships on
Sunday, reports Reuter.

Liu said his win should im-
prove his world ranking from
12th to eight which, if he
maintained that level until the
April 30 cut off date, would
guarantee him a place in next
year's Barcelona Olympics

Under the International
Badminton Federation's quali-
fication rules only two players
per country can compete in
the men's singles unless a
third player is in the top
when he also becomes

Both Wu and fellow Chinese
Zhao Jianhua are
ranked in the top eight
virtually assured of their places
which made Liu's victory all
the more important.

"Now I've reached number

t 1 think | can make the
Olympics. | will be playing as
many tournaments as possible
before April 30 to maintain my
ranking,” Liu said.

Wu, ranked third in -the
world, made a series of un-
forced errors which virtually
handed his compatriot the
match on a plate.

In contrast the all-Chinese
women's singles final between
world number one Huang Hua -
and world champion Tang Jiu-
Hong was of the highest quality
and keenly contested.

Huang, who celebrated her
22nd hlrlhtlly on Saturday,
showed great resolve on her
way to a 12-10, 9-12,12-9 win
over her rival.

It was only the second vic-

mryioergmrTlngtn:t:

down the right sideline on
match point to win.

Sabatini, 21, the second
seced, attacked the net to break

ti twice in the first set.
But after that, her volleying at-
tack vanished as she sought to
outduel Capriati on the base-
line,

After losing her first game,
Capriati won three straight,
breaking Sabatini twice as the
latter double-faulted and
Capriati hit blistering back-
hand shots.

Sabatini rallied to tie the
set at 3-3, but Capriati at-
tacked from the baseline and
ran ofl the last three games to
take the set in 39 minutes.

Capriati broke Sabatini's
serve at 2-2 in the second set
with a deuce game that ended
with another backhand passing

shot on the line,

Capriati then went up 5-3
as Sill:';llnl twice hit bac kflnnd
into the net and committed
unforced errors.

Seles, who triumphed at
the US, French and Australian
opens but missed Wimbledon
because of injury to cost her a
chance at the Grand Slam, won
the first nine points of the
match, breaking Sanchez
Vicario at love in the second
game, on her way to a 3-0 lead.

In the second set, Sanchez
Vicario lost her serve to [all
behind 2-1 but used a back-
hand passing shot to break
right back.

She could not maintain the
momentum, however, hitting a
forchand shot long to lose her
service in the next game and
blowing two bretak points as
Seles held for a 4-2 lead.

‘ ‘Reuter adds: Showing on
improved secrve, the 15-year-
old Capriati is her first
tournament since the US
Open, where she lost a third-

t ticbreaker to Secles in the
semifinals.

Since then the precocious
American has put in a rare
stint at her Florida High

" School and worked on her

apriati in final

game.

Capriati, the fourth seed,
looked a little rusty in her
first-round match but steadily
improved during the weck.

"I'm very happy.” she said.

MONICA SELES
"In the beginning, | didn't h‘
| was so clean on my shots.
Now | lﬂgc the way I'm hitting.”

"Serving is what I've been
working on," she said. "It's
nice to get some free points
without having to work into a
point.”

"She scems more mature on
the court,” said Sabatini.

"She's playing smarter and
more ressively. She served
very well on both serves and |
was playing defensively with
my return of serve.”

Seles will a 3-1 carcer
edge over Capriati into today's
match as she shoots for her
ninth tournament title.

The 17-year-old Yugoslav
said she has enjoyed a great
season but things could have
been even better.

*A lot of tines 1 would get
to the final, but | was not so
eager to win,” admitted Scles,
winner of the Australian,
French and US Opens. "That's
one I'd like to improve next
jnnlr mthhvelnnqlr-l

Katerma Maleeva s title

INDIANAPOLIS |,
Nov 17: Top-
sceded Katerina
Malceva of
Bulgaria defeated
unsceded Audra
Keller 7-6 (7-1), 6-2 Saturday
to win the Jell-O Classic tennis
championship, reports AP.
Keller, of Memphis, Tenn.,

had set ts at 68-5 in the
first set, t Maleeva won the
next three points to take a

lead she never relinquished in
the $150,000 tournament at
the Indianapolis Racquet Club.

Malecva, ranked | 1th in the
world, relied on strong serves
hmlﬂhr.

"1 felt in the first set |
couldn't make a dent in her
service games,” Keller said.
“She's: a machine, a sold
player.”

Malceva said the first set
scemed to weaken Keller.

“I could tell she Pl a bit
tired,” Maleeva said. "Alter the
tie-break, her game went
down a biL."

in the second set, Maleeva
won the first three games and
remained in control of the 89-
minute match.

In the doubles, Americans
Paity Fendick -and Oigl
Fernandez defeated Mercedes
Paz of tina, and Katrina
Adams of Chicago, 6-4, 6-2.

Maleeva, the 1988 and
1989 singles champion here,
went through the 32-player
indoor tournament without
losing a set to lift her
conflidence ahead of necxt
week's three million dollar

Despite the 127 wu:r:
ranking places separating
two finalists, the 138th-ranked
Keller kept pace with Maleceva
in the hard-hitting ground-
stroke rallies of the first set

In the pivolal first-set
tiecbreak, Maleeva's patience
forced Keller into three un-
characteristic groundstroke
errors as the top seed took the
last six points to win it 7-1.
The had the only two
service breaks of the second

sel.



