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ASIAN ART BIENNALE

A Feast of Colours, Images

E Asian Art Biennale of

h is here again,

and it has culled togeth-

er a galaxy of contemporary

artists from diflerent coun-

tries. It not only displays

individual talents but brings

into focus the styles and
traditions of varied places.

From China come the beau-

tiful lacquer paintings, which

are a unique artistic expres-

Untitled. Keita Egami. Japan.

sion, which in turn have

branched out into a new brand

ng. Of course, the im-

of the art comes first
later
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"Medifhtion” are splendid -

modern sculpture pieces.

A country that can boast of
an art tradition that goes back
to 5000 years, Pakistan has
had Chughtai, Allah Buksh,
Zubaida Agha and Shakir Ali to
lead the way to the present art
scene. They have selected
Gulgee, Jamal Shah and
Nasiruddin Mohammed to rep-
rescnt the country. Gulgee,
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who has been experimenting
with calligraphy for years, has
the canvas pulsating with gor-
geous pinks and dramatic
Nasiruddin
Mohammed's "Waiting For” and
"Untitled” are vigorous por-
traits of tribal men. Jamal Shah
tends to be more realistic
although he too harbours on

Impressionism.
From Qalar we see a blend-

ing of the artistic world of the
east and west. While there is

the link with the art [rom
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Sheep. Zhu Yan. China.
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by Fayza Haq

Egypt, Iraq and Syria yet
Europecan influences are
marked. It i{s said that the
works of Picasso and Gertrude
Stein have affected the Arab

world. Salman Al Malik's "New

Vision" brings in human fig-
ures in abstractions with vast
sand dunes at the backdrop.
Faraj Deham's "Dears” is as
much non-figurative as Alj
Hassan Al Jaber's "One
Thousand And One Night” with
its bewildering array of callig-
raphy.
In the Republic of Korea to-
day pne finds both a conserva-
tive movement as well as pro-
gressive artists. The young are
naturally attracted to the west-
ern values and identities. Shin
Je Nam's "Life” is a serene
symbolic and surrealistic cre-
ation using white and brown
with tremendous economy.
Ahn Pil-Yun's "Passage Of The
Soul” is even more abstract
and thought provoking. Koo
Jee-Yeon's "Little Dream” is a
heart-warming one with [low-
ers and plenty of bright
colours. "Solitary Time Travel
by Park Sil remains enigmatic
with an obese figure lying
prone with_ accompanying
wriggling lumps to denote ad-
venture. ZL

The art, ideology and cul-
ture of Saudi Arabia have becn
well delineated by the entrees
from this country. Saocud Al-
Kahtani's "From The Prophet's
City” is an interesting view ol
landscape and buildings.
Mefarch Asceri’ "Composition”,
in the same theme, is also [as-
cinaling. Abdullah Nawawi's
"Folklore” is an intriguing way

of delineating human res so
that they look like fr nts
of calligraphy. Saoud Al-

Kahtani's "Clouds” is a dream-
like creation of layers of swirls

and loops.
New conceptions have
come in from the Soviet

Union. The outstanding artist
here is Saripov Annamuhamed
with his haunting surrealistic
crealions as seen in "Our Life”,
"Parity” and "Road of Life.”
There are other more decora-
tive and lifelike creations such
as Shmandurov Narci's dream-

like "On The Balcony”.
Bondarenco's f[fery
"Sunflowers” and Shabalin

Victor's haunting "Harlequin”.

.....

From Philippines come
more surrealistic work such as
Fil Dela Cruz's "Thenatopsis”
and Resty's "Waste Picker”,
Both of them are replete with
figures. Indonesia has sent in
pure eastern styles. Whereas in
ancient Indonesian art there
was a total submission to reli-
gious and social life, today
there is a stress on the artist's
individuality, We find llestia
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"After Cutting The Trees" has
figures taken [rom a frighten-
ing dream but they symbolise
the existing reality among the
country's peasants and the
masses. The vision is an a

one. Jar~' Ahmed's "Colour
Composition” is a delightful
creation in warm hues.
"Remembrance-11" by Hashi
Chakraborty is a subtle combi-
nation of images and colours .

.....

Life Notwithstanding-1I. Nasreen Begum. Bangladesh.

Soemakno's "Parrot” and Tana
Lot's "Temple In Bali® — both
ol which are welcome realistic
pieces in time of a deluge of
abstractions. Malaysia which is
well-known for its woodcut,
silkscreen, colliograph and
pholosilkscreen has scintillat-
ing entrees like Shuib
Mustala's "Kemuliaan 11" and
Loo Foh Sang's "Late Winter's
Wind in North".

While the foreign artists
have been accommodated In
Osmania Mcmorial Hall, there
Is an cxtravaganza of 169
picces by 129 Bangladeshi
artists at the Shilpakala
Academy

Among Lthe remarkable
items by our local contempo-
rary painlers, printmakers and
sculptors is “Image Of Holy
Symbol”™ by Kalidas Karmakar,
which is absiract and symbolic.
HHamiduuzzam and Khan s
"Social Unrest”™ Is another
mind-boggling abstract picce,
Chandra Shekhar Dey's "Bird
With Three Deaks is an nagl-
nalive in tree with ils surrcal

istic images on a scarlet and
yellow background. Kazi

Rakib's "Lady Against The
Light™ is an idyllic,
Impressionistic item. "The

haunting images in G S, Kabir's
"King Of Kings" present an-
other symbolic creation with
figures in shades of grey and
mysierious yellow.

Young Nilofer Chaman's

Zambia Wants Famous Fossil
Back from Britain

The prehistoric Broken Hill Man Skull was discovered in a zinc mine in present-day
Zambia when the region was still considered a colonial British mining company
protectorate. It was taken to Britain in 1921. More than 40 years later one of the
first acts of newly-independent Zambia was to demand the return of the skull, said
to be one of the world's most important fossils. The museum's answer then, as
now : "No. We own it." Gemini News Service reports on the campaign for retumn
of the 200,000-year-old cranium. by Fred Chela

the Zambian
for fossil's return —
Nicholas Katanckwa, director
of the National Herl
Cum-ny-!ﬂ-m
for the fossil ts [ar from over.

*This is not a dead issue. It
is important for us to have the
skull returned 10 Zambia and
we are trying other avenues,”
Katanckwa said. "It should be
in Zambia where it was first
discovered

The Zambian government
has been pressing for the
skull's return since indepen-

dence in 1964. The campaign
intensified after Zambia
opened its first local museum
in Livingstone, a city named
for the famous Scottish ex-
plorer Dr David Livingstone.

The Zambilans say British
officials are refus to return
the skull in the beliel that
Zambia does not have
iaciiities to preserve il t
Francis Musonda, deputy di-
rector of the Livingstone
Museum, says that rationale

does not sense since his
is well cared for. The
Br ., he says, want to keep

Kanak Chanpa Chakma's
"Untitled” has figures, fmages

and dream like lines all
merged into an idyll
“Investigation® by Morshed

Chowdhury is a strong social
satire. Shamim Ahmed's
"Harvest” glorifies peasant life
in terra-cotta. "Blue Boatman™
by Mahmudur Rahman is
throbbing with jole de vivre. K
M Mithu's "Story Of A Door”
remains enigmatic and intrigu-
ing. "Favourite City" by Rokeya
Sultana is a naive yet endearing
piece, "Life Notwithstanding”
by Nasreen Begum is another
delicate feminine entree. In
"Portrait With Lock and Key”
by Proshanta Karmakar one
finds an admirable combina-
tion ol the reality and the

Mg wry .

This exhibition proves
without any doubt the
Bangladeshis have a decisive
penchant for a measure of cul-
ture. The viewers are not nec-
cssarily the elites of the city
but those who have time and
desire to promote aesthetics—
who like to imagine and who
enjoy being delighted by the
beautiful and the thought-pro-
voking.

The display of the creme
de la creme of the artistic me-
dia of Asia has been a rare treat
for those keen on visual art in
the city. One only wishes for
more of such manna.

the skull simply because it has
generated a lot of income from
tourisis visiting the museum.

For their part, the British
say the skull, which is not on
public display, is part of an
important international collec-
tion which cannot be broken
up. The issue is not one ol se-
curity, or of which institution
is best equipped to keep the
skull, says Cocks. The mu-
seum's massive collection
(running to 63 million objects)
is truly international in scope.
Says Cocks : "It would be a
wrong thing to do from a sci-
entific point of view to split

this thing up.”

Sull, Musonda says Zambia's
ministry of legal aflairs is keen
on pursuing the aflair : "We
even s sted once that
President Kenneth Kuanda
meet the then Prime Minister

Thatcher o formally
request the return of the
shoull “

Zambian officials have also
sought help from the United
Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO), which has

successfully

Britain for the of walu-
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1891: What will the 20th
Century be Like?

With industrial pollution, immigration, financial scandals and epidemics, the world a
hundred years ago was very similar to today's. However, with the proliferation of
important inventions (motorcars, electricity, etc.) people wondered what life would

be like in the 20th century.

ROM the point of view
of the weather, 1891
got off to a bad start.
From the middle of December
bitter cold, coming from the
Pole, swept across Europe
from the Urals to North Africa.
To the greatest delight of ice-
skaters, the lake in Bois de
Boulogne wood froze but, with
temperatures between-10" and
-20'c, the rivers [roze too and
it was possible to walk across
the River Seine in Paris. River
transport, which was siill
extremely important at the
time, was interrupted which
made it difficult to bring
supplies. Even the entrances
to seaports were blocked and
had to h:‘?_mned up using ex-
plosives. poor were not
the only ones to suffer from
the cold and there were num-
berous deaths including that of
the musician Leo Delibes, the
famous painter Meissonnier
who, in his lifetime, was the
most expensive painter in the
world, the writer Theodore de
Banville, the crown prince of
Belgium Baudouin, Prince
Jerome Napoleon, Marshal
Von Molkte, and many others.
Apart [rom that, things
continued on their way: minis-
terial crises and fights in par-
liament followed on one an-
other while unrest among the
workers became more acute
with strikes, demonstrations
and even bloodshed in the
mines in the North and on Ist
May. Almost everywhere in
Europe, "socialism” was gain-
ing ground not without some-
times violent clashes. Il the
revolution in Agentina was
practically over, another was
taking place in Chile, while
there were problems in Haiti
and na st agitajion con-
tinued in Ireland.

The season began early on
the French Riviera with the
arrival ol Queen Victorial, soon
followed by numerous
European personalities and, in
particular, a host of Russian
Grand dukes after a highly
successful French exhibition in
Moscow. And then there was
everyday life. The year before,
the State had introduced the

tote system ol betling on horse
raccs and made a large profit

from it. Private betting was
banned leading to great dis-
content among punters and
bookmakers to such an extent
that the troops had to be
called out. At the time, it was
not drugs that were found
outside schools but "loose”
women. The police had to
keep watch there. Line f[ish-
ermen were dismayed at the
declining number of fish in
rivers. People did not yet
speak of industrial pollution
and the Prefect of the Seine
department attended an offi-
cial ceremony of restocking
the river with fish.

Since Lthe 1889 World Fair,
the French had shown interest
in the civilisations of the Far
Fast and the first Buddhist
service in Paris attracted on-
lookers while the inauguration
of the Sacre Coeur Basilica in
Montmartre drew crowds.
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The French were still fond
of Egypt and they recently car-
rted out excavations on the site
of Deir-el-Bahari, a royal burial
place which they had discov-
ered. The f[irst publications on
this forgotten civilisation gave
rise to much enthusiasm and
admiration. At the same time,
excavations at Susa made it
possible to reconstitute the
palace of Artaxerxes which was
presented at the Louvre.

Concerning sport, the bicy-
cle was still much in vogue.

future 20th century. In the
meantime, an achievemnent hil
the headlines. A certain S
Durmon, a shephered in the
Landes region (south- west),
won a bet to go Lo Moscow on
his stilts.

The great Ferdinand de¢
Lesseps, fortunately hall- gaga,
attended his own trial at which
all those who ignobly and
completely unsecrupulously
took advantage of his
undertaking of the Panama
Canal, outdid one another to

Le Vingtiéme Siécle
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There had been the Bicycle
Show with, still relegated to
obscure corners, those [unny
machines called "automobiles”,
which were said to have no fu-
ture. However, the Panhard
brothers had managed a long-
distance rally of 17 kilometres
without a breakdown with a
petrol- driven vehicle. Bollees
were also being talked about,
with their big steam engines as
well as a certain Jeantaud who
believed in electricity.

On 20th June 1891, a jour-
nalist published an article with
a drawing, in "L’ lllustration,”
about a machine, heavier than
air, called "Eole,” which its
builder, a well- known tele-
phone engineer, Mr Ader, was
trying to fly. Nobody believed
in il. On the other hand, peo-
ple were beginning to scri-
ously believe in electricity and
its applications. The most
imaginative journalists began

- to speak of the wildest dreams

coming true, such as being
able to listen to a play or a
concert in one's home. And
pebple started to think that
perhaps there was some truth
to Robida's lucuhrations on the

accuse him: shady polilicians,
ignominious businessmen and
other wheeler- dealers were
all at it. A sad end for such a

greal man.

Finally, there were some
horrific medical experiments.
As the goalt appeared to be
immune to the bactgrium dis-
covered the previous yecar by
Koch (causing tuberculosis)
and at a time when nothing
was known aboul immunoclogy,
geneties or even the simple
blood groups, a few doctors
had the idea of gi patients
direct transfusions ol this ani-
mal's bloed. There had nol
even been any experiments in
transfusing blood between
animals of different species.
The only excuse was
“consumption” as it was then
called or tuberculosis ol the
lung which was a lerrilying
scourge against which nothing
could be done and one which
affected millions ol people. It
was even more dreadful than
our present- day AlDS.
However., the sudden deaths
which lollowed on one another

put a stop to this experiment.
— Jean Chabrier

Hroken Hill Man Skutll

able marble siones [rom
Greece. Although Zambia has
ratified an International
agreement on the return ol
cultural relics and belongs o
an international commiitee
which works in the area, there
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is littke UNESCO can do o se-
cure the skull from Britain

wa:—um
Zambia taken itls case ©
the newly-formed re mu-

seums or as
the hulc:: African Deve-

hpmntﬁmmm-
rence Association of Museums.

But at the rate things are
mmmmﬂlh
even more ancient before it
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