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‘Set Democracy Free’

If a single photograph ever captured the moods
and hopes of a people, then the snap of Noor Ho-
ssain taken by Pavel Rahman on November 10,
1987, was it. It was not so much the photograph-
er's skills with the camera, but the three Ms that
he captured—the moment, the man and the

The moment was one of the most significant
days in the long history of the popular movement
Lt Gen Hussein Muhammad Ershad from

10 marked a watershed because after
be no going back. Nov 10 was

the point of no return, the precursor to Oct
10, 1980 and final victory over a dictator who had
the people at home and humiliated the
. Nov 10 saw the unleashing of
rarely seen in this country

that the Dhaka Siege
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at during the decisive
November last year, many
in demonstrations and
words painted in identical
ests and backs. The death of

given birth to thou-

ose in power in 1987
they had done!
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Ing us now is, have we truly set

democracy free? With the coming to power of a

representative government, the first phase of the
transition from authoritarianism to democracy

has been completed successfully. But the second

phase —shedding of arbitrary ways of doing things
and practice of democratic norms — is proving
harder to accomplish.

Parliament, reflecting the popular will in the
country, is pushing ahead with its task as ex-
pected (or even better than expected, some
would say). But outside the Jattya Sangsad Bhaban,
where real politics of this country still gets done,
there is a great deal of intolerance. Lack of a
atic culture and tradition is cruelly expos-
ing our limitations — as in the case of campus vio-
despite the best of intentions.

But if we really wish to set democracy

fl

free,

then political parties will have to take on the task
orming

themselves. We cannot have democ-

According tnthage:;lny reports the Finance
Minister visited the Jahangirnagar U last
Friday and announced that funds wm allo-
cated for the construction of an auditorium and
women’'s residential hall. On Saturday
Communications Minister addressed a group of
Madrasa teachers at Chandanpura, ong,
and assured all help in the construction of hostel

for students. On the same day Minister of
State Cultural Affairs appeared to be a bit
more ambitious when she declared that Home
Economics Colleges will be set up in every divi-
sion — meaning four in all.

Well, it is heartening to see so many ministers
spending their very valuable time and energy in
trying to promote the cause of education. One just
hopes that they gre in touch with the education
minister and his budget office before going about
making their gallery speeches. By the way,
shouldn't he be saying some of this, if not all of
this? In addition to running the risk of making
commitments which may not match with the pri-
ority decisions of the concerned minister, such
dghmg ﬂutth of fun:lhs. just because one is invited to
address this or that gathering, is sett ave
disturbing precedence. For one thing stl:::%n a prl:,:l:!'z
Clice puts at a disadvantage those ministers who
do not consider on the spot fund commitment to
be a wise practice. Moreover, when this becomes
the norm, an expectation is built that whenever a
minister is invited he or she will dish out some
funds. In fact that may become the criterion of
selecting which minister to invite and which
ones to avoid. There is also the risk that an unheal-
thy competition may develop as to who can make
donations of er amounts compared to others.

The whole affair of ministers dishing out funds
during ceremonies of sorts smacks of adhocism
and unplanned allocation of scarce resources.
Even if it is coordinated with the concerned min-
istry, there is something unhealthy about such a
practice. It looks too much like a personal ges-

an overall plan of the government? And again,
mﬂltnutbebettertoluvethenﬂmofnpar-
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one condition: the Vice-
Chancellor will always be on
the Board of Governors. The
government also seemed to

but | suppose has later

c to forget.
Thnua: the Syndicate
agreed students didn't.

The contractors bulilt the
boundary wall only to see it
pulled down within a matter of
days. This went on for some
time. | with the stu-
dents and | knew that they had
the secret support of a section
of the faculty. Mr HT Imam,
the Project Director, boldly
offered to personally come,
hoping to win the student
leaders over. The meeting was
friendly and tracted, yield-
ing no result. Time passed,
and | carried on a game of pa-
tience and persuasion, directly
and separately, with the stu-
dents. Their resistance was
wearing out and finally came

years, the days of
Qovernor Monem Khan, our

universily campuses have

enlorced thetr

the graduates, and we had
received the supplies. But the
curtain was hastily drawn with

the pcarance of a new
in the scene.
During the years the PATC

perous look, the neighbours,
y and its poor
inhabitants. have given #t no
further troubles. | have not
heard of any such

But | remember the cau-
tionary words of some of my
sceptical students. and those
have proved prophetic words
Sir, you will see money being

ured into the making of
ATC, while the trickle of it
coming to us will make us
their permanently poor neigh
bours. That will not be a happy
stght

I must have comforted
them with some soothing
words but | do not wish to
recall them now.

Two Neighbours

| had hoped that the two
neighbours, the University and

the day when they no longer ~the  Centre, will gradually

objected.
In the ceremonial o
of PATC, Mr Justice ttar,

develop meaningful academic
relationship, each drawing on
the resources of the other. A

similar prospect had appeared
briefly when the Atomic
Energy Commission was look-
ing lor a site close to the uni-
versily,. Now the two are in
splendid isolaten, each mour-
ning the other's loss. With the
PATC, our expectations are
still alive. Relation-ship, aca-
demic and otherwise, is inevi-
table, provided the willingness
is there. A university divested
of its terror syndrome, can be
a co-partner in many courses
and pnrcu falling within the
scope ol PATC.

The complex had invited
three of us, Professor Khan
Sarwar Murshid, Professor M.
Harunur Rashid, both of Dhaka
University, and myscll 1o a

FASSING
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pancl discussion in which the
topic given was Crisis in
Education. our audience con-
sisted mainly of the partici-
pants of a foundation Course.
With them were a number of
scnior officers

The smoothness of the
evening was hampered on two
counts. First, the traflic jam at
Gabtall. Gabtali has become a
nightmare for all who have to
travel by that route. | will come
back to the Gabtali theme one
of these days for the theme
descrves a fuller treatment.
The traffic jam. made us take a
circuitous route and we were
late in arrtving.

Second, the exact scope
and formdt of the pancl was
nol made clear to us before-
hand. Co-ordination among the
specches was lacking, each
spcaker following his own
track. This is not to suggest
that enough light was not
thrown on the given topic.
Only, the topic itsell changed
shape according to the indi-

IHabhm:

vidual and independent per-
ception of the speaker.

The speakers being all of
them university .
emphasis fell, perhaps unavoi-
dably, on the universities. | had
thought that the issue was a
broader one, as the title

wis

tlary. Even the tertiary
it is not fully covered by the
universities. We have over
three hundred and  fifty
degree-level colleges. Univer-
sitics, taken in isolation, are
not all that Is meant by the
system. But for some obvious

CLOUDS
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reasons, they manage to get
most of the attention for most
of the time. And the forum was
not an exception. May be that
was what the host institution
wanted, and in that case | was
in the wrong in my thinking.
So | will correct myselfl and
will agree at once that there is
a crisis and it is there in our
universities. The universities
are not really flunctioning now,
and most of them, Dhaka In
particular, are in the iron grip
of terrorism. Campus terror-
ism has taken a particular
shape over the years. It Is or-
ganised. In its initial stage,
during Ayub Khan's 'glorious
decade’, and under the wings
of the provincial government
of Monem Khan, it had the
patronage of the government.
Later, the same thing reap-
peared under General Ershad.
Now, after Ershad's (fall,
terrorism has found new
patrons in the political parties,
— BNP, Awami League and
Jamaalt. The last of the three
opuerales successfully in a given

vening at PATC
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job exciting because of
an escape from the drabness of
leaching. Their

gently, by our
who was convinced that no

give way to despair. There are
within the university

where not only was the basic

ing mood than his, (Prol

The Burily Star 4

Murshids) countervailing
words
Terrorism and Politics
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HE popular saying in

Somalia today is that

the men with guns rule
— not the politiclans. With no
properly constituted govern-
ment, Somalia has turned into
a no-man's-land. Its once-
flourishing capital, Mogadishu,
is now plagued by armed
gangsters and robbers.

About 20 groups of well-
known gangsters, who often
enjoy the protection of clans
and political groups, openly
operate in Mogadishu, making
the lives of ordinary citizens
difficult.

Weapons such as the Soviet-
made Ak-47 assault rifle are
sold in the open for as little as
$60. But food and other essen-
tial goods are scarce. Anything
brought in by smugglers is
priced beyond the reach of or-
dinary consumers. Many doc-
tors and nurses have gone un-
paid, leaving the health service
in a shambles. Looters stole
beds from hospitals during
factional skirmishes, and pa-
tients secking admission must
now bring their won beds.

In January, combined
guerrilla forces overthrew the
21-year-old government of
Mohammed Siad Barre, forcing

him out of the capital. The vic-

tors signed a peace accord in
July, giving power to the ruling
United Somali Congress. But
the northern Somali National
Movement, which had already

declared a separated republic -

in May in the area once known
as British Somaliland, refused
to take part. Other factions
also snubbed the accord.

The July agreement created
a cabinet of 82 ministers and
assistant ministers represent-
ing all ethnic groups under the

interim presiden of Alf
Mahdi Mninmmed.c{ Mogad-
ishu hotelier-turned politician.

Since then the country has
seen a near total collapse of
law and order and recurring

clan warfare between rival
ethnic factions.

At least 300 people were
killed and 700 wounded in
skirmishes between rival fac-
tions of the ruling coalition in
carly September. Aid workers
said the shooting pitted fol-
lowers of interim President
Mahdi against backers of the
army chief of staff, Gen.
Mohammed Aideed. Mahdi and
Aideed had fallen out over a
decision by the president to
pay war reparations to a rebel
group which the ruling coali-
tion had once engaged in bat-

Anarchy Reigns 1n a Divided Land

Leo Odera Omolo and Nelson Kosonei write from Nairobi

Somalia, situated on the horn

of Africa, has experienced political anarchy since January

when its Pro-Western dictator, Mohammed Siad Barre, was deposed. The country’s north

has declared itself independent as Somaliland while various factions

rest of the

country.
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tle. Supporters of the presi-

dent and the general fought it
out in the streets.

The situation is aggravated
by reports that Barre, the
ousted president, has amassed
his newly regrouped soldiers
within only 100 miles of
Mogadishu and is ready to
launch an attack on the capital.

The strength of Barre's
movement has remained a
mystery since he was over-
thrown nine months d4go.
Initial reports suggested he
had fled the country to take
refuge in Yemem or Saudi
Arabia. But Barre put the ru-
mours to rest in May when he
granted an interview to the
Italian newspaper Republica
from his hideout in the town of
Baydhabo in his home region of
southwestern Somalia.

At the time, Barre called
the government "rebels who
want to control the city. They
are vandals. | am the real legal
president to Somalia,” he said.

The ruling United Somali

Al Mahdi Mohammed

Congress has suflered a scrious
split in its ranks because of the
falling out between the interim
president and military chief.
Aideed has accused Mozahid of
corruption and mismanage-
ment. Mahdi, who is under
protection of heavily armed
bodyguards in a villa norther to
the capital, has in turn accused
Aideed of treason, charging
that Aideed himself is vying for
the presidency and has
planned a coup.

In a speech broadcast on
Mogadishu radio Mahdi prom-
ised to restore law and order,
revive collapsed state institu-
tions and coax the norther-
based clans which have
declared independence to
come back to the fold.

Meanwhile, marauding
youths roam the streets in
stolen military vehicles, rifles
dangling on their shoulders,
They but down their oppo-

-nents on orders {rom clan

leader and kill people at will.

World record by

Presidents

Sir, On Nov 5, we viewed a
rare scene in the BTV news —
chronologically five US presi-
dents — Nixon, Gerald
Ford, Jimimy Carter, Ronald
Regan and George Bush —
attending a ceremo arranged
by Regan in the ication of
his personal library to the na-
tion. All five respective presi-
dents are alive, in good health
and as seen, in rare brotherly
bond! This is the first event in
the world his that five suc-
cessive heads of the same state
have good relation and attend a
ceremony with pleasure, and
obviously to the pleasure of
othg;:. | must thank American
people, particularly Mr Regan
who arranged this rare and

remarkable get-together, and
more particularly those five
respectable presidents who

gave us an unthinkably rare
moment.

Though we often feel sorry
for our nation, but we must
feel proud for the world, that
has a nation, which can elect
such great leaders. of our
leaders have still time to take
lesson from this ever bright
example : Not enmity, but love
helps to bring success.

Sir, The government is
con to formulate a
national agricultural policy.

The Krishibid Institution has
already contributed their ex-
pert-view in this respect.

Formulation of a national
agriculture policy is indispens-
ably essentfal for ensuring
healthy growth and develop-
ment in our agriculture sector.
Such policy should indicate
area-wise projects and priori-
ties covering the entire disci-
pline of the agricultural pro-
duction management.

We honestly hope that the

government will announce the

National Agricultural Policy
soon

M. Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor,

Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute,

Dhalea

The youths have erected barri-
cadcs an makeshift roadblocks

out of gutted cars an trucks.

‘Campus

For obvious reasons the sub-
ject of campus violence is be-
ing widely discussed in the
pages ol our national dailies
and weeklies, and one has to
admit that the public opinion
which has been created against
this unfortunate phenomenon
is, to a great extent, due to the
positive role played by the na-
tional press. However, while
conceding this, | would also
confess that sometimes | tend
to have reservation about the
manner in which a particular
incident is reported and/or
the views which are expressed.
The specific example which |
would like to cite in this con-
nection is the editorial of The
Daily Star of 12 October.

While appealing to the stu-
dent-politicians and the gov-
ernment to restore normalcy
in the educational institutions,
the editorial has expressed the
hope that "some initiative”
would be forthcoming from the
teachers of Dhaka University.
It has been said, "The teachers
are no doubt aware that they
are suspected by many of being
involved in student politics,
with some even being accused
of acting as "advisers” to vari-
ous student parties. Naturally,
in order to gain the confidence
of all the students they have to
sever their links, if any, with
student politics... "Then in the
final paragraph of the editorial
we have been advised to "urge
students to conduct politics in
a manner that does not ad-
versely affect campus atmo-
sphere, while publicly refusing
to have anything to do with
"students” who openly take

part in violent activities. This _ that the re

will require a good deal of
moral courage, but a unified
approach by teachers would
carry a good deal of moral au-
thority."

| have three submissions in
this' connection. First, yes,
there is a feeling that some
teachers are involved in stu-
dent politics. We have heard it
being said in public meetings
in the Teachers-Students
Centre, in front of the Shahid
Minar, in social ga and
by our friends, relatives and
acquaintances. But it is not

" true, as The Daily Star would

have us believe, that the teach-
ers of Dhaka University, in
general, are suspected by the
members of the public.
Secondly, at one point The
Daily Star gives the impression
that it is not sure whether a
link does exist between the
teachers and the student
politicians, but (as mentioned
above) later on it gives the im-
pression that it {s

sure about the existence of the

fight to control the

Violent robbery is common.

Many wealthy families have
been forced out of their homes

link. One would, therefore,
naturally ask: why should The
Daily Star advise us to sever a
link about the existence of
which it is not sure? Or, f it is
reasonably sure that there is a
link, why should it not men-
tion specific evidence or ex-
plain the grounds of such an
assumption? (This question is
particularly relevant because
the editorial comments of The
Daily Star on the incidents of
27 October make no reference
at all to the alleged involve-
ment of the teachers in stu-
dent-politics.) Again, if The
Daily Star has at all to advise us
without explaining why it
thinks that there is a link,
should it address the advice to
the general body of teachers of
Dhaka University? | am not at
all suggesting that The Daily
Star (or , fer that matter, any
other daily or weekly) should
not express its opinfon as to
what the teachers should do in
the present situation. But one
would doubt if this approach to
a serious subject (as it con-
cerns some 900 teachers of
DU) is really in conformity
with the promise of responsi-
ble (and, at times, innovative)
ournalism which, I sincerely

lieve, The Daily Star has
been able to give us within a
short time.

It may be argued that the
one-man committee appointed
by the government to look into
the incident in which the
leader of a political party was
assaulted on the campus has
brought such allegations
against 52 teachers of Dhaka
University. But let us not forget
port has not yet
been officially published.
Moreover, the Dhaka Unive-
rsity Teachers Association and
more than one hundred
teachers have, in separate
statements, contradicted this
allegation contained in the
extracts of the report unoffi-
cially published in a national
daily. Yet again, we hear that
none of these 52 teachers was

given a hearing by the commit-
lee

:I'hlrdb*. it may be safely
asscrted that those who are
primarily responsible for cam-

_pus violence i.e. the hardcore

acflvists among the student
politicians, will dly consti-
tute five per cent of the total
student population (about 256
thousands) and those armed
will not total even one hun-
dred. It will never be possible
for us to gain their confidence
because they are controlled
and financed from outside for
political (not educational) pur-

8. (Incidentally this point

been repeatedly empha-

and have fled across borders
into neighbouring Ethiopia or
Kenya.

Mahdi's government seems
to be barely holding sway in
the capital, let alone the coun-
tryside, where guerrillas and
militltamen roam about exercis-

ing their power at the point of
— GEMINI NEWS

a Nairobi-based freelance jour
nalist.

Crisis and Teachers'

sised by the Dhaka University
Syndicate and Teachers
Association.) But as far as the
overwhelming majority of this
students (i.e. about 95%) are
concerned, | am of the opinion
that, by and large, Dhaka
University teachers enjoy their
confidence.

Over the years the Dhaka
University teachers have,
through private appeals, pass-
ing resolutions {n the
Syndicate, and Teachers
Association meetings, discus-
sion in the Education Environ-
menf Council and bringing out
silent processions, urged the-
student-politicians to maintain
normalcy on the campus. At
one point several student-
leaders were expelled. | have
heard that on several occasions
the University Administration
and the authorities or the
Teachers Association contac-
ted the central leaders of the
major political parties to help
restore normalcy on the
campus. It was only the other
day that the Vice Chancellor
called a meeting of the
representatives of the political
parties to discuss the campus
problem. But all efforts to stem
campus violence have failed.
Given this experience, it will
be unrealistic to expect that
any amount of fresh urgings by
the teachers or editorialising
by the dailies and wecklies will

persuade the student leaders |

to conduct politics in a
peaceful manner.

To conclude, (a) we have
reached a stage where we

must call a spade a spade. If
The Daily Star or any other

ncwspaper has specific allega- |

tions nst a teacher or a
group of teachers let these be
brought to the notice of the
members of the public and let
specific action be taken against
them. | would sincerely wel-
come such steps in my own
interest, in the interest of the
teachers in general and of
course, the vast majority of
students who have suffered
mast. (b) If the campus vio-
lence has to be stopped, the
two major parties must reach
an understanding to sever
their links with the armed
cadres and the government
must fulfil its primary -
sibility of seizing unlulhnﬂudm
arms and punish those who
possess these arms. We need
specific action, not repeated
assurances by the government
or mutual accusations by the
political parties.

M. Islam




