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In city, Savar

By DMCH Correspondent

Six persons received burn
injury in two scparate fire in-
cidents in the suburban
Kadamtali and at Dagarmora
near Savar on Thursday.

Three others were  clectro-
cuted at Azampur in Uttara
Model Town in the city the
same day.

A five at the Uzala Match
Factory at Shampur, Kadamtalf
left five people with burn in-
jury. No detdils of damage was
available. The injured persons
are Hakim (35), Mahbub Alam
(20), Abdul Huq (50), Makbul
(30) and Badal (15).

One person received severe
burn injury and two vehicles
were burnt when five broke
oul at a motor workshop at
Dagarmora, Savar.

injured Mahbub, a carpen-
ter was admitted to Savar
Health Complex.

The two vehicles, a minibus
and a microbus, were inside
for repair when [ire broke out
at this Sumi Motor Works.

Three persons received
electric shock when they were
trying to bring out a tube-well
from a store ‘Toom. The tube-
“well was later found connected
with a 440 volt electric line in
the store room. |

The injured persons Majnu
(30), Kabir Hossain (30] and
Kazimuddin (32) were Laken to
Dhaka Medical College
llospital.

opens

The Second OIC Mindsterial
Mceting on Post and
Telecommunications was
opened in Bandung, Indonesia,
by President Socharto on
Thursday, according to a mes-
sage received here Friday, re-
ports UNB. ;

About 20 ministers ol Post
and Telecommunications [rom
OIC countries, including
Bangladesh, attended the con-
ference. -

OIC (O tion of Islamic
Conference) Secrclary General
Dr Hamid Al Gabid, Islamic
Development Bank (IDB)
President Dr. Ahmed
Mohamed Ali and representa-
tives of various OIC institu-
tions and international organi-
sations also attended.

Bangladesh delegation to
the conference, led by Post
and Telecommunication
Minister M Keramat Alf, in-
cluded Post and
Telecommunication Secrclary
M Azizul Haque and
Bangladesh Ambassador Lo
Indonesia.

The Bangladesh Ministcr
had a meeting with President
Socharto and conveyed greet-
ings of President Abdur
Rahman Biswas and Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia.

. During the mecting, dis-
cussions were held on possible
cooperation inecluding joint
venture investment between

esh and Indonesia in
various fields, particularly in
telecommunication and postal
services,

Phi]ip;pines' storm death

toll rises to 3,444

ORMOC (Philippines), Nov
8: Workers used dump trucks
and earth movers Friday to
spced the mass burials ol
bodies that ¢ould spread
disease, alter more than
3,400 people died in floods
and landslides in the central
Philippines, reports AP.

Roman Catholic priests
offered prayers and sprinkled
holy water as bulldozers
covered the graves. More than
2,000 “people were still
missing alfter Tuesday's
inundation on Leyte and
Negros islands.

For the survivors of Tro
Storm Thelma, President
Ceorazon Aquino rushed
emergency food and medicine
to Leyte, 350 miles (560
kilometers) southeast of
Manila.

Officials said 3,009 people
were killed in Ormoe, a one-
thriving port and agricultural
center of about 160,000
people. The city was hardest
hit by the storm, which
dumped at least 148

millimeters (six inches)] of rain
on stecp mountainsides left

AL observes
anti-autocracy
day Nov 10

By Staff Correspondent

Awami General Sec-
retary Begum Sajeda Chow-
dhury MP on Friday urged all
the units at ‘the party to
observe November 10 as anti-
autocracy day.

In a statement she said
that on this day in 1987 Noor
Hossain sacrificed his life to
free the country from auto-
cratic rule. ;

~The sacrifices of Noor
Hossain and other patriotic
people forced the autecratic
ruler to step down on De-
cember 6, 1990, she said.

The AL Central Committee
will held a discussion
‘at the s central office to
mark t y- AL chief Sheikh
Hasina will preside over the
meeting. :

barren unchecked logging,
setting ofl huge mudslides.

Al least 435 deaths were
reported elsewhere on Leyte
and Negros, bringing the
overall death toll 3,444,
according to the Office ol Civil
Defence.

Ormoc Mayor Maria Victoria
Locsin said 700 unclaimed
bodies had been buried in
mass graves and about 600
others would be interred as
soon as possible to prevent
disease.

Workers Friday used
digging equipment to scoop
out mass graves in a hillside
cemetery. Dump trucks ten
ferried the bodies to the sile
and dropped them into the
graves,

Jyoti visits
Tinbigha Nov 12
8:

CALCUTTA, Nov
Elaborate security measures
were made to ensure law
and order im and around
Tinbigha in Coochbehar
district in view of the
proposed visit of the Chief
Minister, Jyoti Basu on
November 12, according to
official sources here today,
reports PTI.

This followed a high-level
meeting at Writers' Bulildings
where the¢ state's Chief
Secretary, N Krishnamurty,
the Home Secretary, Manish
Gupta besides senior police
officials were present.

The Home Secretary is
scheduled to leave for Tinbigha
on November 10. The
Inspector General of Armed
Police Surendra Singh had
been entrusted with the task
of deployment of police forces
in maximum number to be
drawn from the adjoining
districts, the sources added.

The State Intelligent wing
had also been alerted against
any attempt of breach of

peace
during the Chief Minister's

visit, the sources added.
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SAARC summit, say Indian papers

NEW DELHI, Nov B8: India's
ruling Congress (1) Party yes-
terday expressed disappoint-
ment over the cancellation of a

. South Asian Summil one day

carlier in the Sri Lanka capi-
tal, reports AFP.

The Congress (I) was look-
ing forward to "fruitful deliber-
ations” at the summit and its
cancellation "for obvious rca-
sons has been a disappoinl-
ment,” a party spokesman told
reporters here.

"We do hope that the
summit will be rescheduled at

. the earliest,” spokesman C P

Thakur said.

Many Indian newspapers
Thursday blamed Delhi for the
cancellation, with some saying
it could have gone ahead with a

representative of the
Bhutanese King standing in for
him

Today newspapers also
speculated on the possibility
that India had wrecked the
summit by instigating Bhutan

to stay away, a charge denied
by a Foreign Minister

“This allegation will con-
tinue to be made and no spe-
cial significance need be read
into it and (it) should not be
treated with ter consider-
ation than t it deserves,”
the spokesman said at a
Wednesday briefing.

"Every couniry is a
sovereign entity and lakes de-
cisions in the light of its per-
ceptions of its national inter-

ests.” he added.

Under at 1987 pact be-
tween New Delhi and Colombo,
Indian soldiers were slationed
in Sri Lanka for almost three
years up to March 1990 to
fight Tamil guerillas waging a
scparatist campaign in the is-
land’s northeast.

Premadasa was an ardent
critic of the Indian military
presence. Recent disclosures
that he had armed the Tamil
guerrillas to t the Indian
troops have f[urther cooled
Colombo's relations with New
Delhi.

In 1989, Premadasa refused
to host the SAARC summit in
Sri Lanka, saying Indian
troops should return home
first.

" Blast destroys |

Beirut American
Univ building

BEIRUT, Nov 8 : A powerful
bomb blast destroyed the ad-
ministration building of the
American University of Beirut
before dawn Friday, Police said
a Lebanese employee was
feared killed and eight people
were injured, reports AP.

No one immediately clai-
med responsibility, although
security guards described a
shootout with suspects who
snuck in to plant the bomb
before escaping. Iranian-
backed Shiite Muslim factions
had threatened attacks on
American targels in protest
against recent Arab- Israeli
peace talks in Madrid.

The blast tore down the
iwo-story College Hall and
loppled the tall clock tower at

the main gate to the sprawling

campus

Hasina
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scrap all black laws including
the Special Powers Act, make
radioc and television au-
tonomous and exempt interest
of agricultural loans upto Tk
10,000,

The BNP had promised to
ensure food for the people in
exchange of vote for the "sheaf
of paddy” but, the people are
now starving in the northern
districts.

"The ruling party has [ailed
to save the people from deaths
and diseases. On the contrary,
it is denying the fact.”

People started losing faith
in democracy and parliamen-
tary system because of the gov-
ernment’'s failure and
"uhdemocratic attitude,” she
sald adding people will not
pardon this government/ if
hard-won democracy fails.

Referring to the Indemnity
Bill, the Awami League leader
said "such black laws cannot
remain in force in a civilised
country. It must be scrapped
and deleted from the
Constitution for restoration of
the law,” said Hasina.

She warned that Farug-
Rashid's allegation of Zia's in-
volvement in the killing of
Bangabandhu would prove true
if BNP does not support the
Eﬁtmnity Ordinance (Repeal)

Hasina called for taking ef-
fective steps to maintain
communal harmony in the
country saying the government

Id be held responsible for
any h.rr.ach;l in communal har-
mony.

Reiterating her party's
commitment to ensuring -
ple’'s right to food and m,
-she said Awami League will
continue its struggle for a
democratic society free from
exploitation and subjugation.
~ She asked the work-
€rs to strengthen the organi-
salion at the grassroots level to
establish democracy as an in-
stitution and achieve people's
economic emancipation.

Presided over by Khulna
City Awami League President
Advocate Manzurul Imam, the
meeting was addressed, among
others, by Salauddin Yusuf, MP,
Sheikh Harunor Rashid, MP,
and Mostafa Rashid Suja, MP.
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Thirty
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it was reported in a section of
NCWS papcers. .
When asked whether it was
true that India did not want to
see Ranasighe Premadasa to
become the Chairman of
SAARC, as it was speculated by
different diplomatic quarters
Begum Zia also refrained from

any comment.

The Prime Minister lalrdl

tht summit could take place in
December in a different form
since the Programming
Committee under the aegis ol
the senior officials, and the
Standing Committee made up
by the Foreign Secretaries had
held detafled discussions and
even the foreign ministers had
met. "This summit could be
business like and for a short
duration”, Begum Zia added.

Asked aboul the existence
of any "big brotherly” attitude
in the SAARC, the Prime
Minister said all were equal in
the grouping and she believed
that all members were- equally
keen to see the SAARC move
ahead.

The Prime Minister also
replied in the negative to a
question if the meeting of four
leaders in Colombo could hurt
there other nations who were
not in the Sri Lankan capital.

Asked about her personal
initiative to break any siale-
malte that might have emerged
in the SAARC, thc¢ Prime
Minister said Bangladesh had
conceived the idea of SAARC
and certainly it would be the

50 feared killed
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Hundreds of people from the
nearby villages thron the
scene of the accident, but they
could do nothing to rescue the
victims. Some injured ‘passen-
gers were given first aid at a
local hospital.

Last December,
tragic accident at the same
spot claimed 45 lives when a
bus fell into the river while
crossing the Shahbajpur
bridge, damaged during the
liberation war and now under
construction.

UNB adds : Abul Kashem

Pathan, a local journalist who °

lost five members of his family
in the tragic accident, survived
the accident along with his son
Suman.’ The father and the son
had got down from the bus for
polishing their shoes at that
ferry ghat, it added. _

One Shahabuddin also lost
five members of his family in-
cluding his newly-wed wife
Salina (18), her mother and
three sisters-in-law.

One person died end 33
others were injured in two
separate road accidents in

Manikganj and Narayanganj on

fe were injured.
peo n :
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into a road-
side ditch in Shibaloy along
the Dhaka-Aricha alter

its radiator :
According to eye witnesses
the Aricha-bound minibus from
Dhaka hit a Rickshaw van and
then fell into the 25-fect deep

4 ditch after its radiator ex-

summit

jumped out of the vehicle

another

task for Dhaka to work for the
smooth running of the forum.

Asked il she had discussed
the repatriation of the
"stiranded Pakistanis” from
Bangladesh with the Pakistan
Prime Minister, Begum- Zia
said she had told newsmen on
her return from Commeon
wealth summit recently that
she had discussed the subject
with Sharil in Harare. .

Answering a question on
domestic situation, the Prime
Minister said the Sangsad is
cflective and becoming more
and more meaningful day by
day. "The last session contin-
ued beyond the schedule”™ she
said and disagreed thatl fre-
quent absence of the Leader of
the louse and the Leader of
the Opposition from the House
was hampering the functioning
ol the Sangsad.

"I could not attend much
during the last session owing
to official work but others
were there and contributed to
its effective functioning”, she
said.

The Prime Minister told
another questioner that she
would talk about economic is-
sues with the concerned per-
sons.

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman and
Information Minister Nazmul
lHluda were present.

Earlier after her arrival Law
and Justice Minister Mirza
Golam Haliz received Begum
Zia al Zia International Airport

ploded in front of Shibaloy
High School. The injured in-
cluded three women and Lwo
children.

Driver of the minibus
while the passengers received
serious burn injuries from hot
waler from the radiator.

Critically injured rickshaw
puller- Jhoru Sheikh (30) and
the passenger of the van.
Hamid Mia (70) were admitted
to Pangu Hospilal in Dhaka.
Another passenger, Abdur
Rahman (35) was admitted to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH).

Later, the local people put
up a two-hour barricade in
front of the school demanding
construction of a speced
breaker there. )

During the blockade about
200 inter-district buses and
trucks were stranded. The
blockade was later lifted after
the district administration as-
sured of constructing a speed
breaker.

Our DMCH Correspondent
reports : One¢ person died and
three others were injured
when a scooter and a private
car collided on the Dhaka-

hl‘l?:.mj highway.
scooter with four pas- |

fell into a roadside
and caught fire. The four

© family

with severe burn
Wﬂ: rushed to the
H where Mobarak All (50)

succumbed to his burn in-
juries. Three others with burn
injurics admiitted to the DMCH
arc : Mintu, Shahed and Abdul
Mannan.

bilateral issues
with 3 leaders

COLOMBO, Nov B : Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
scized an
lishing personal rapport and
discussing bilateral issues with
three South Asian Ilcaders
during her three-day stale visit
to Sri Lanka, reporits UNB.

Begum Zia, who was in
Colombo with the leaders of
Sri Lanka, Pakistan and the

gether to alleviate poverty.

In her talks with President
Premadasa this morning, the
two leaders underscored the
nced for further ng bi-
lateral trade relations and
establishing direct air links be-
tween Dhaka and Colombo,
Foreign Minister ASM
Mustafizur Rahman told re-
porters accompanying the
Prime Minister.

During the talks, President
Premadasa put emphasis on
exchanging professionals, in-
¢luding the doctors and aﬁ;
neers, for pnrﬂc(ig:tw in
development of two coun-
tries.
On Friday, Begum Zia as
well as Pakistani Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharil and the
Maldives President Mamoon
Abdul Gayoom — escorted by
their host President
Prcmadasa — flew to Kandy,
the little historic resort town.

Commission
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Maldives. lle said in each of
the South Asian countrics rad-
jcal decisions had been taken
lo transform economies and
give fresh impetus to private
initiatives.

The Sri Lankan President
stressed the need for techno-
logical inflows, joint ventures
and a process of trade - liberali-
sation among the South Asian
nations. He said "a regional
trade agreement must be our

larger goal.”

The Sri Lankan President

was of the view that the SAARC
countries should work toward
the establishment of a South
Asian preferential trade area in
1997. He believed that South
Asia could gradually move to-
ward the establishment of a

South Asian economic com-

munity. |
Isha
gul. 7
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countriwide protest and a spir-

~ ited campaign by the opposi-

tion under former Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto.

As some sponsors included
the ruling party leaders the
opposition claimed that the
of industrialist-turned-
politician - Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharif and some of his
political allies were involved in
the illegal borrowing.

The President's invitation
follows a series of meetings of
opposition leaders at
Nasrullah's residence here in

the past two days in discuss

fears that Sharil might try to -

influence the financial probe.

Communists
demand trial
of Gorbachev

MOSCOW, Nov 8 : Thou-
sands of communist die-hards

. shouting for Soviet President

Mikhail Gorbachev to put on
trial crowded into Red Square
today in a bizarre demons-
tration of loyalty to Lenin on
the 74th anniversary of the
Bolshevik revolution, reports
Reuter.

"Lenin, Lenin, Lenin," they
shouted, surging forward to
of the mausoleum

of estab-

WARSAW, Nov 8 : Polish President Lech Walesa will ask
Bronislaw Geremek, a former Solidarity adviser and a leader
of the Democratic Union (UD) party, to form a

government,
presidential spokesman Andrzej Drazycimski said today,

reports Reuter.

fall further

LONDON, Nov 8 : Shares in Maxwell Communication Corp.

PLC, hit by worries over the media
Robert Maxwell's death, fell a bit

Exchange

on London's Stoch

Friday. Shares in ils sister company, Mirror Group

Newspapers PLC, conlinued to climb, reports AP.

Kashmir paralysed by strike

SRINAGAR, Nov B : A three-

day strike called by Muslim

gucrillas to mark the visit of a
group of European MPs (o
India got under way Thursday,

security forces, witnesses
said.

Attendance in t
o.:uﬂl also officials

A Council spokesman said
Muslims wanted to show their
"anger and anguish™ over the
"continued violation of human
rights® in Kashmir by security

forces.

“We think this is a right oc-
casion to express owur feel-

ings,” he said.
The two
4 l-trihel began d.y:

uropean
delegation arrived here on a
“h*bl‘ visilt at the invita-
tion of the chatrman of the up-

F:r house of Indian

Earlier report adds:
Kashmiri militants have ab-
ducted the brother of a newly
appointed adviser to thg
m*-‘m, the Press
high placed official sources as
saying today.

The agency
Mohammed Khan

was
kidnapped late Thursday [rom

metres 136 salles] from the

summer capital of Srinagar.

Khan's brother, Hamidullal
Khan was last month ap-
pointed an adviser to Gov-
ernor Girish Saxena.

said
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the visit of the late President
Zia to his country and said
President Zia had a vision for
the whole of South Asia which
the people and government of
Sri Lankan value with honour,

Nawaz Sharil has cxpressed
dismay at the postponement of
the SAARC summit at the
cleventh hour and said it has
disappointed all.

Sharif, who flew in here
Thursday morning on a state
visit, appreciated the Sri
Lankan government and its
people for the preparations to
make the summit a success.

He said the people and gov-
crnment of Pakistan are stead-
fast friends of Sri Lanka and
assured that Pakistan would
always stand by Sri Lanka in
order to cnsure the eventual
success of the SAARC summit.

Sharif said, small and
mediumsized staies must be
assured of their security and
sovereignty through equitable
and just settlement of regional
disputes.

Weapons of mass destruc-
tion must be eliminated re-
gionally and globally while
democratic and human rights

upheld and , he said.
Meanwhile, Sri Lankan
President Ranasinghe

Premadasa on Thursday cx-
pressed disappointment over
the last-minute cancellation of
a regional summit but said he
was happy that three South
Asian | s still decided to

vieh

t is unfortunate that we
could not go ahead with the
sixth SAARC (South Asian
Association for Reglonal
Cooperation). We are however
happy to welcome the PPrime
Minister of Bangladesh, the
President of The Maldives and

the Prime Minister of
Pakistan, he told a stale re-
ception.

The reception to welcome
Begum Khaleda Zia, Maumoon
Abdul Gayoom and Nawaz
Sharil replaced the official
epcning of the scheduled

summit of Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, Maldives, Nepal,

Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

The meeting was posiponed
on Wednesday when Bhutlanese
King Jigme Singye Wangchuk

he was unable to attend
because of domestic problems.

Premadasa said the King
had told him on Nevember )
that due to the troubled situa-
tion in the south of Bhutan and

Khaleda urges leaders

"threcats by terrorists to carry
oul acts of sabotage d the
period the summit mu:nn." his
presence in the couniry was
absolutely essential.

Bhutanese of Nepali origin
have recently staged violent
protests in the south of Bhutan

alleging discrimination against
them. '

Premadasa said India, at a
mecting of SAARC Foreign

Ministers, said that an accred-

ited representative could not
represcnt a head of state or
government at the summit.

On Thursday, state-run Sri
Lankan newspapers launched a
bitter attack on India, saying it
had sabotaged the summit.

"To put it very mildly, the
Indians sabotaged the sixth
SAARC summit" the state- run
rl'i:lﬂy Observer said in an edito-

"Indian foreign policy is
more attuned to dominate the$
region with arrogant force’
rather than with gentle con-
scnsus.”

Khaleda given
guard of honour

Earlier report _says, Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
was given a ceremonial guard
of honour at the Presidential
Secretariat yesterday by a
smartly turned out contingent
of Sri Lankan army.

Sri Lankan president
Ranasinghe Premadasa re-
ccived the Bangladesh Prime
Minister on arrival at the
venue. The two leaders ex-
changed grectings. |

Begum Zia took salute and
ins the guard while na-
tional anthems of Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka were played. She
was then taken to the presen-
tation | where the digni-
taries wefe introduced to her.

School children we
while robe waived natio
Mags of the iwe countries

Sri Lankan Minister for
Food and Cooperative
Mallimarchi, Minister for
Power and l‘.ntrg Chandra
Banbara, Staite Minister
Foreign Affairs Johg

Bangladesh
Minister Muystafizur



