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Bush cancels

trip to Asia

WASHINGTON, Nov 6
President Bush, under
fire for :Le ing too much
time on loreign policy has
pol:;onﬂd a trip to Japan,
south Korea, Si re and
Australia that had sched-

uled to begin later this month,
the White House said on
Tuesday, reports Reuter.

“The President regrets this
decisfon, but believes that
uncertainty over the congres-
sional calendar requires this
change,”" spokesman Marlin
Fitzwater said.

He said Bush wanted to re-
main in W, during the
final days of the congressional
session because of expected
action on an unemployments
benefits extension and possible

voies on an economic growth

"At this point, where the
economy is sluggish and we've
important economic legis-
coming through at the

end of this session— that's
what it it is we want to be here

Bandits kill
two in Sind

KARACHI, Nov 6 : Bandits
killed two people and kid-
na 29 in a series of at-

in southern Pakistan, po-
lice said . reports AP.

The two died in an attack
on in Sukkur, 225
miles (360 km) northeast of
Karachi, and 29 were ab-
ducted in five towns in the ru-
ral interfor of Sind province.

Bandits also shot and
wounded three people when
they stopped a bus at Ghotki,
40 miles (64 km) northeast of
Sukkur, and robbed the pas-

sengers.
Police say they have killed .

more than 500 bandits in the

past year in operations against
their hideouts in forests along
the Indus river.

to deal with,” Fitzwater said.

Bush's Asian trip, which had
been scheduled to begin on
November 27, would have been
his third foreign journey this
month. He was in Madrid last
week for the start of the
Middle East peace conference
and departs on Wednesday for
NATO summit in Rome.

The republican President’s
political opponents
moved to exploit his travels
just as he begins his 1992 re-
election campaign on the eve

of Bush's departure for Italy,
the democratic national
committee began selling T-
shirts that say "George Bush
went to Rome and all [ got
was this lousy recession.”
On the back of the T-shirt
is the legend: George Bush— to
anywhere but America tour,
followed by a list of his trips

this ycar.

have

suburban Quezon city hall after
evasion filed by state prosecutors.
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MANILA: Former Philippine first lady Imelda Marcos shakes hand with crowds at the
posting 75,000 pesos bail money for the three cases of tax

—AFP/ UNB photo
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Senate confirms
Gates' appointment

WASHINGTON, Nov 6: The
US Senate confirmed Robert
Gates on Tuesday to be the
Central Intelligence Agency's
15th director, reports Reuter.

Gates, 48, easily won the
Senate majority needed for
confirmation midway through
the vote.

Opponents said they still
had doubts that Gates had told
all he knew about the 1986
Iran-contra Director and ac-
cused him of slanting intelli-
gence to support cold war
policies of former president

Ronald Reagan.

But supporters said they
were confident Gates is inno-
cent of those allegations and
said he has the experience
needed to reorganise US intel-
ligence agencies in response
to the break up of the Soviet
Union.

1,12,000 Jews settled in WB,Gaza so

JERUSALEM, Nov 6: Some
20,000 Jews scttled in the oc-
cupied West Bank and Gaza
S in the first nine months
of year, raising the num-
ber of Jews living among the
1.75 million Palestinians there
to about 1,12,000, reports
Reuter.

A stalement released on
Tuesday by the International
Relations Task Force said, a
similar growth rate was ex-
pected in the coming year.
The figures did not include
Jerusalem.

Housing Minister Ariel
Sharon has spearheaded a
building boom for Jews in the

occupied territories since

RERIEFRY

Labour leads in opinion ?oll S The

latest British opinion poll gives

ur a lead more than

five ts over the Tories, reports AFP from London.
‘I'Em sum. monthly compilation of the find-

higher at 44.4 per cent to 39.2 per cent for 6th con-

Ewmmﬂ:mprmduﬂmﬂctﬂbﬂlm

The previous tallies had the Tories a whisker in front at

40.2 per cent to Labour's 39.4.

overrun LTTE bases:s-

troops overran three Tamil rebel bases in the island's
cast, a military spokesman said Wednesday,

Troops

Lankan

reports Reuter,

Troops recovered large stocks of explosives and ammuni-

tion from the bases in t}
trict on ., he said.

thick jungles of the Amparai dis-

In the eastern Batticaloa district, troops short dead one
rebel during a cordon and search operation in Tuesday.

The Liberation

of Tamil Eclam are fighting for a

homeland in the island's north and east.

54 killed in China bus mishap :

Fifty-four

were killed when an overcrowded bus
mﬂﬂﬂhﬂhﬂnlcuﬂmmnmﬂln

said (oday, reports Reuter from Amritsar.
h‘r :uduth-n!th:mnkmmmd
I“r adala Kalan, some 50 miles)
south of thuynfm-ﬂﬂﬂt:znm
The other, the inspecior in charge of the
. in L
Mﬂmmm-;mmzi
inspector . killing llcague, and the
militants sprayed m-lthbulhh.tn:utheahr-nd
Police . Shivraj Singh, appeared to have
'ﬁrdmhgmzdh pplied to mark Tuesday’
wdwm:kh‘thiﬂndumrﬂ;
nearly all Indians mark whether Hindu or not.

journalism”™ exists in some
other countries, it was rare in
the Sowviet

Undon until the

breakdown of political and
economic control after the
August

Washington began a drive after
the Gulfl war for a Middle East
peace it hoped would be based
on Israel trading land for
peace.

The Isracli government is
adamantly opposed to giving
up the occupied lands which it
sees as vital to security and
says belongs to the Jewish
people by biblical right.

U.S Secretary of State
James Baker scolded Israel
on Tuesday for launching for a
new scttlement on the dis-
puted Golan Heights less than

a day after holding a first
round of direct peace Lalks
with Syria.

Israel captlured the heights
from Syria, the Gaza strip
from pt and Arab east
Jerusalem and the West Bank
from Jordan in the 1967
Middle East war.lt anncxed
East Jerusalem immediately
after the war and the leights
in 1981.

A Washington rcport says:
U.S Secretary of Stale James
Baker gave Isracl a mild
scolding on Tuesday for
launching a new scttlement on
the disputed Golan Heights
less than a day after winding
up the first round of direct

peace:-talks with Syria.

"What | think is necded
now, more than anything clse,
are steps that would create a

positive environment for these
talks, Baker said at a White
House news conference. '

“It's hard for us to see how
inaugurating a new settlement
now can help the negotiating

process.”

Baker's comment came in
response to a question about
the settling of 70 Soviet immi-
grants in prefabricated houses
at Kela, which is perched in a
rocky area of the Golan
Heights captured from Syria
in the 1967 Middle East war,

The move underscored

" Pak Army Chief in Iran
for defence cooperation

CYPRUS, Nov 6:- Iran's
President Hashemi Raflsanjani

met with Pakistan's Army Chief -

of Stafl Gen. Asil Nawaz in’
Tehran Tuesday, Tehran radio
reported, reports AP.

The broadcast, monitored in
Nicosia, said Mohsen Rezaie,
commander of the I[slamic
Revolutionary Guards Corps,
was also present at the meet-
ing.

Rafsanjani told Nawaz that "one
of the reasons for sincerity in
relations between Iran and
Pakistan {s (frequent) meet-
ings of military officials of both
countries, and their discus-
sions in various ficlds.”

He added that "with respect to
the many technical and re-
search facilities in Iran and
Pakistan, the two countries
can have more cooperation.”
Nawaz, who was in Beljing
shortly before going to Tehran,
gave Rafsanjani a report of his
talks with Iran's military offi-
cials, the radio said.

His visit comes at a time when
US military officials have ex-
pressed concern about a
"military axis" involving Iran,
Pakistan and China.

Nawaz's trip follows a weekend
visit by Chinese President Yang
Shangkun

LONDON, Nov 6 :
Maxwell, the flamboyant bil-
lionaire who built a global
publishing empire, was found
dead Tuesday in waters oll the
Canary Islands. He reportedly
fell from his 55-meter (180-
foot) luxury-yacht, reports AP.

The Czéhoslovak-born

Robert

File photo

dated March 87 shows media magnate Robert

Maxwell falls from yacht
near Canary islands, dies

Maxwell, who escaped the
Holocaust and immigrated to
Britain in 1940, personally ran
the empire. His death has
raised questions about the fu-
ture of his debt-burdened
holdings, which Include New
York’s Datly News.

"He was larger than life.”

Maxwell, 68, who is reported missing from his yacht "Lady

Ghislaine” off Teneriffe.

—AFP/UNB photo

cutor's office admits charging
for “creative work,” and for-
cign journalists say they
routinely asked t9 pay for ac-
cess o news.,

are

Talk of olther fees abounds,

but instances are hard to

prove.

“I's certainly going to have
a dampening effect” on news-
gathering,
Handleman, who is vice presi-
dent of the Foreign Corres-

said Stephen

Association 1In
t for

ndents
and

the Toronto Star.

The reformist newspaper

Kuranty last month listed fees
charged by Soviet and local of-
ficials: Dirs 1,000 to inlerview
a prison inmate on death row
and Dirs 1,000 for a ride in a
Soviet police car on patrol.

Payments are required in
foreign currency, preferabl
US dollars. Until the roub
becomes more valuable or con-
vertible on world markets,
Soviet jourmalists fear they may
be at a disaflvantage covering
their own country

"I you start chargl for
information, even the to

you're
questions aboul the informa-

Television News

British Conservative Party
lawmaker Anthony Beaumont-
Dark said. "Il you wrote a film
about his life it would be re-
jected as unrealistic.”

British Prime Minister John
Major called Maxwell "a great
character who will be missed.”

Maxwell's body was found
32 kilometers (20 miles)
northwest of Grand Canary
Island after an extensive air-
and-search search, said
Fernando Cano, spokesman at
the rescue center in Madrid.

The body was Laken by heli-
copter o the Gando air base
on Grand Canary Island.

The cause of death was not
immediately known, but an au-
topsy was planned for

Maxwell was last seen alive
on the dack of his yacht at
4:45 a.m. (0445 OMT), said
Johan Campi, a Daily News

spokesman.

Several hours later, a busi-
ness call arrived from New
York and the crew discovered
Maxwell was not on board. The
captain, Gus Rankin, radioed a
distress call, said Campt.

in London, Charles Wilson,
director of Maxwell's mirror

had been no of foul
play. "We can assume that.
Maxwell and fell over-
board,” he said.

"Everyone {is extremely

shocked,” said Drvid{ Shalfler,
president and chie

officer of most of m
Commumnication Corps US op-
erations, based in Greenwic

far : mild US scolding for Israel

Israel's determination to hang
on to the territory despite
Damasecus's insistence that the
Golan must be retumed.

Isracl says permanent con-
trol of the strategic plateau is
Galilee n to the west were
frequently shelled by Syria.

Steps or actions that are
provocative, or unilateral steps
that can be seen by one side
or the aother as provocative —
whether they are provocative
or not— arc hardly likely I
think to build the kind of cli-
mate that would serve the
cause of peace, Baker said.

The Secrctary's low-key
criticism came al a question
and answer session that fo-
cused mainly on President
George Bush's visit to Rome
for the November 7-8 NATO
summit.

Baker was generally upbeat
about prospects for progress in
the Middle East talks
which ended on Sunday with-
out accord on a time or place
for a next round of bargaining.

Cairo denounces
new Jews
settlement

CAIRO, Nov 6: Egypt on
Tuesday denounced Israel's in-
auguration the previous day of
a new Jewish settlement in
the formerly Golan Heights
and described the move as an
obstacle to the current peace
process, reports AFP,

A Foreign Ministry state-
ment also Israel "not to
undermine chances for
peace in the Middle East.”

"The creation by Israel of
this new settlement consti-
tutes a flagrant violation of the
U.N Security Council resolu-
tions and the fourth Geneva
Convention,” the statement
said.

"Egypt denounces all mea-
sures aimed at changing the

phic status of the oc-
cu territories and belicves
that such measures counter
the Madrid peace conference.

Croatian troops
shell Serbian

town

BELGRADE, Nov 6 : Croatian
forces shelled the Serbian
town of Apatin late Tuesday in
their second reported attack

on Serbian territory in 24

hours, the offictal Tanjug ncws
agency said today, reporis
AFP

The Belgrade-based news
agency said a dozen shells
landed shortly before  mid-

t on situated along

Il.hEDlm.iherhr.r in Vojovdina

province some 220 kilometers
(130 miles) northwest of

and about 40 kilome-
sieged Croatian city ol Osije
It gave no casualty figures
from the attack, which came
hours after the Int::;mpﬂn
Community-s ce
mee ut-{ ‘I’Hu:uhvu c:kt
up in faflure in the Hague. The
meeting had #H another
ceasefire ment between
Croatia a the Serb-domi-
nated federal army, but the
truce was quickly broken.

The Baily Star §
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Off the Record

KGB steals Sakharouv's Nobel
| medal

OSLO : The widow of Soviet Nobel Peace Prize laureate
Anderi Sakharov said on Tuesday the kGB had stolen his 1985
prize winner's gold medal, Reuter.

Yelena Bonner also said the Norwegian Nobel Institute had
turned down a request she made In January to delete
Sakharov's name from the list of winners to protest at the
1990 award to Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev.

The 1985 prize was awarded to Sakharov for his work as a
dissident physicist and human rights campaigner.

Bonner asked for her husband's name to be déleted In
January after 14 people died in Soviet military actions in
Lithuania. But she sald she would not make any further
protest during a visit to Oslo this week.

"l can’t give the medal back—the KGB stole the medal and
the diploma long ago,” she told reporters. The winner's gold -
medal, named r Alfred Nobel, the Swedish inventor of dy-
namite, weighs 200 grams.

She also said she would not try to return the prize money.
The 1985 prize was worth 6,30,000 Swedish crowns
(1,05,100 dollars at current exchange rates). Some of the
money remained, but much of it had been used on medical
bills or given to charity.

"The f[act that Sakharov won the prize is a historical fact,”
said Geir Lundestad, head of the Nobel Institute, reiterating
comments made in January.” His name cannot be deleted.

No Nobel laureate has ever returned the Peace Prize,
although late Vietnamese communist leader Le Duc Tho

I turned down the 1973 award which he won jointly with US

Secrelary of State Henry Kissinger for efforts to end the

Vietnam war,

A friend of Israel indeed

JERUSALEM : Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir ex
deep sorrow Tuesday over the death of British billionaire
Robert Maxwell, describing him as a friend who had offered
to put his foreign contacts at Israel's service, reports AP,

“With great sorrow, | heard about the untimely death of
Robert Maxwell, God bless his memory,” Shamir said.

"I knew him, especially in recent times, as a person who
was greatly interested in the Israecli , invested money
in Isreal and offered to put his wide contacts on the interna-
tional arena at Israel's service. .

"Maxwell was a passionate friend of lsrael and we are sorry
about this heavy tragedy,” Shamir said in a statement.

Former Premier Shimon Peres,of the opposition Labour
Party, also sent a telegram of condolences at the death of
Maxwell "was one man but actually a whole empire of
thoughts, deeds and enterprises.”

Maxwell had large financial holdings in Israel, was actjve in
Jewish immigration issues and had close ties with magly of
the country’'s leaders. News of his death dominated Is ra-
dio and television.

Investigative journalist Seymour Hersh reported in his re-
cent book "The Samson Option™ that Maxwell had close links
with the Mossad, Israel's intelligence agency. Maxwell and
the Mirror Group newspapers filed libel suits against Hersh

and his publisher. Faber and Faber, who in turm countersued.

LONDON: Elizabeth Taylor waves when she and her new
husband Larry Fortensky arrive at London's newly opened
Mirabelle Restaurant. The actress is on a fund-raising trip
to the UK in aid of the AIDS Crisis Trust.

—AFP/UNB photo

Muscovites battle over
crumbs of bread

MOSCOW : Angry shouting shoppers battled over bread

Tuesday in a city growing irritated over declin-
Inghglupplluuﬂ prict increases, reports AP.
"Don’t you see there's a ? Get in Mne | Get in linel”

shouted an elderly woman standing -in front of a swarm ef
shoppers who pushed and fought their way to get the last
loaves of white bread at a store in central Moscow.

Moscow's bakeries are out 2,500 metric tons ol
the usually plentiful Soviet staple daily — as much or more
than last year. But panic buying following predictions of an
inadequate grain harvest and long liles have drawn the at-
tention of President Mikhail S. Gorbachev and other govern-
ment leaders.

“The supply of bread in Moscow, despite the fact that the
production of bread was increased, does not satisly the de-
mand. Lines in the city are really huge.” said presidential
spokesman Andrei Grachev.

Grachev told reporters that lhhld%““ﬂ
the topics discussed at Monday's meeting of governing
State Council. He did not say whether any decisions were
made.

Last week, the mment re the 199] Soviet grain
harvest will be about a third smaller than last year. About 168
million metric tons has been gathered this year, compared
with 237 milllon metric tons last year, according to the State .
Statistics Commitiee. :

be at a certain place, then
immediately raising

tion, and thal creates a credi-
bility gap.” satid Handleman.

When the Moscow bureau of
British Broadcasting Corp
asked last
month for an interview wilh
Russian chiel prosecutor
Valentin Stepankov, a stall
member said the session
would cost US $280.

BBC-TV Ben
Brown said he not agree o
the payment but received the
interview anyway and never

pﬂ:ln“ﬂ“‘ a meeting last week
with Soviet and foreign jour-
nalists, a Stepankov spoke-
sman  confirmed his offlice
charges Dirs US 250 for what
it calls “creative work™ by

kov. He did not say whal
St@ankoy does with the
moncy .

AL the same meeting, rep-
rescnlatives from the Soviel
Iinterfor and Defence min-
istries said they require for-

television companies lo
::1 contracts for “joint video
production” that include fees

for transportation to the aite of
a news event and use of facili-
thes
Ministry officials said fecs
depend on the amount of time
required by journalists, and
added they disapproved of the

exclusive photographs of the
interfor of Lenin's Mausoleum
for Dirs 5,000, The AP de-
clined the offer.

The Lenin photograp
later were published In the

charges demanded by daily newspaper Pravde, apd
Stepankov, said Jonathan Soviet-made video clips from
Steele, president of the the tnside of the tomb were
Foreign Correspondents Asso- shown this weck on France's
clation. TF1 and America's ABC televi-

The practice is growing sion networks. Spokesmen for
outside government also. the two television companies

The Associated Press ear- sald they pald lor the botage
ller this month was ap- which have nol been shown en
proached by the editor of a Soviel lelevision.



