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End to Cambodian Civil War

by Larry Jagan

'Doubts Linger about

pseor s el v gl
oy o Govesientil signing of  When four warring Khmer factions signed the Cambodian peace accord last month in pe- e

Paris the international community trumpeted it as an end to more than 20 years of conflict.

doubt the deal will bring ThppuﬂunwbmkcredbylhcﬁwpermmmmmbeuaﬂheUnitedNatioq:_Secungy bie for d seme 70 per

#w;- " Council who spent more than two years ironing out a deal acceptable to all participants in ;'-:l-“hc four r forces

than ; . containing remaining

- __‘,:.-:ﬂ the conflict. But peace may yet elude Cambodia. 30 per cent. )

-wi mer ' disarming Phnom

im into power Gen Zia retained . Hllhnllnt.ﬂlm Penh government withdrew recently renounced their law and order. Estimates put ~ everything from drawing up Penh's regular army is

Ab Sadat Nﬂﬁ ed Sa (KPNLF), one of the par- their insistence that Pol Pot  commitment te Marxism- the total cost of the UN's in- the voters rolls to printing the straightforward, but doubts

Justice “ a .mm;‘e C Martial to the agreement, “we are and other Khmer Rouge lead: Leninism and changed the volvement in Cambodia at  ballot papers and running  persist about whether it will be

El‘ﬂﬁﬂll. declared him to be t - each ers for tht:m* name of the communist about 8] billion polling stations on election w I'.nszl-: :h::h-:r

to time of the yoars 1975.78, tried Kampuchean People's Revolut- . uge. me iplomats

L for . But the proapect Party to the Cambodian An advance team of 200 UN UNTAC will menitor the involved in for

was singed of same leaders returning s Party. officials, including 50 military ceasefire and demobilisc mili- the Paris conference admit

tset between Cam- (o Phnom Penh in the near Hun Sen’'s biggest gesture officers are on their way o tary Iurn:r; UNTAC officials privately tl‘-‘::'::.hm

WAas and not -"-1 factions :  future fills them with dread. towards multi-party democracy Phnom Penh. The UN will also have the mammoth impossible peacekeep-

else Nr::l; chaotic Khmer Rouge by Pol Later this month the huhbar.n r;ht unceremonious  Secrefariat hopes to have task uthrr:pllrlrling :r: :rh:tnn::n& ﬂ;“ct:hu?*qt:

‘ through LF under Son Supreme Nalional Council, set sacking of party president drawn up the final plans for 340,000 Khmer refugees t mer n

m‘lﬂ of the mmﬁ on Vietnamese-installed up under the Parts agreement Heng Samrinm, a pro- UNTAC mid-December. The have spent the last decade In @ remote arcas that ils

: the situation in the by Hun Sen to include ntatives of Vietnamese hardliner, and a plans then have 1o be ap- camps along the Thai- fighters use as their power
7th ng. € :‘ :ll and supporters of Cambodia's all former Khmer factions declaration of su port for proved by the Security Council. jan border. base.

coun was not only serious but also very former leader, Prince Morocco  under the presidency of Prince Sthanouk as of the Deployment of the full UN task

ble. It was In these circumstances that Sthanouk — moves to its new  future Cambodian state. This force is expected to start One of the most critical As far back as 1988, accord-

Gen Ziaur Rahman took over the reigns ol power. ment paves the headquarters in Phnom Penh.  represents both an attempt 0 within three months and will fssues to be resolved is KPLNF o Kh:;rlr:l* defectors,

way for a United Nations ad- With the UN Transitional bolster his clectoral chances take some six months lo insistence that properly and Pot 1t commanders

The most mmndahhhmhh;emrzlgt :’: R:t ministration, elections by Authority in Cambodia and a recognition that complete. land be returned to its pre- Lhal in the event of a settle-

new leader was to bring law and order . 1993 and an end to years of (UNTAC), it is to sicer the Sthanouk has the most vital task force will have its 1975 owners. Western aid offi- ment “our troops will remain

country, in the capital city, and re¢store in Cambodia. country to clections, provided  role to play if the Paris peace  work cut out for ft. Unlike in  cials readily admit that sucha in the jungle for self-defence...

the chain ol command within the armed forces. It Throughout the bitter survey teams can prepare the agreement is to succeed. Namibia — where the UN  restitution of property would we will never give up our

Was a very dﬁi’:‘ull and com role that Gen Zia decades of Inde-Chinese groundwork in time. The rest is up to the UN, merely monitored national create chaos. arms.” There have been re-

had to the first lew days of the upris- fighting — wars pitting rm}r the Khmer factions which is scnding some 10,000 elections following that coun- Returning property would ports of the Khmer Rouge

ys ng

ing. As he en tremendous pularity with Southeast Asians againsi the are steeling themselves for the personnel, both civil and mili- try's independence from South  render hundreds of thousands burying caches of arms

the common g thcy took him to be their Fﬁnch{i\g:-h: Americans and forthcoming vote. Hun Sen and :ry lo oversee “ll: country's Alrica — the task force in of Cambodians homecless and lhmugfmulhilmﬁndm :ﬂ mﬂnu-

: tive arper soldier he knew | each o — the Cambodian the Cambodian parliament only minisiralion and guarantee Cambodia will have to do create a bitter divide between  over, it is ¢ t is

Ml im:!cm an army :‘ﬂhﬂtllt people have suffered immea- ' Cambodians who were forced still very much in eontrol of

- and ] be. So surably. | . to remain behind and endure (he Khmer Rouge and that his |

= mhcmr: Tunwg.}h?g s Civil war following Cambodia peace at last? genocidal conflict for morc  stralegy is being implcmented.

one¢ scnse sen ommo Sihanouk's 1970 ouster by the than a decade and those

soldiers, but in another sense he was thoroughly
opposed to what a section of the jawans were do-
under the banner of 'Sipahi Biplob' (soldiers
tion). Th his careful handling of the
tion he t the wayward jawans under
and on the other he restored the confi-
dence of the officers to take back the command
that they had lost during the early hours of the
uprising. This was a trying time and he controlled
the situation admirably.

The day also saw an outpou of a sense of
and unity with a very strong patriotic

: ple came out in their thousands into

the stréets of Dhaka and their solidar-
ni:uhtheu . General mass did not know
w had hap or what were to happen. But
there was in the air, on that day, a fee that
the nation was faced with some sort of danger
and that there had to be a public expression of
solidarity and oneness. All sorts of slogans could
be heard in the streets of Dhaka on the 7th
morning. But there ‘was one which was in
every 's mouth — that independence and
sove y of the nation must be, and will be,

gu by citizen. It was a most gratifying
and reassuring A

Like so many other events in the chequered
history of our not so old country, the story of this
very is more complex and involved than just
one of Gen Z

ia commf to er. The so-called
‘Sipahi Biplob' will be term by some as a lost op-
portumgetu
others
was

£l

:

establish an egalitarian society. For
events of the hours of this day,

t’mﬁfmh E}r ﬂglch :rhaa saved
only coming of General on the scene.
Whatever a detdfled study of the history of this
day's events should reveal, it can be said that

of Gen Ziaur Rahman to power restored

law and order and prevented further blood letting

on that ocecasion. Later he re-introduced multi-

democracy in the country and by so doing

contributed to the process of restoring
democracy.

DUTA Goes Half-way

The Dhaka University Teachers Association's
(DUTA) decision to exempt B.A. (Hons) and M. A.
examinations from their work-stoppage actions is
a welcome one, particularly in view of the lack of
decisive actions from other quarters. The teach-
ers’ decision will, with luck, compel the uni-
versity authorities to look for ways to hold the ex-
ams as quickly as ible. An inability to take
bold positive decisions has really come to
characterise the present university dicate,
and the sequence must be broken sooner rather
than later. Vice Chancellor Dr. Maniruzzaman
Miah now has a clear m e from the teach
community that things can be moved forwa
even under the present atmosphere of
uncertainty and mistrust, if campus authorities
were prepared to tackle the issue unitedly. It is
now incumbent upon the VC to follow up DUTA's
gesture of intent providing teachers with
su assurance Lhat security questions could
be solved internally, through discussions with the
police deployed on the campus.

However, it was also noticeable that DUTA did
not make any commitment to invigilate examina-
tons held outside the Dhaka University campus
area, which is less than welcomeé. The teachers
know full well that, while we can assume that
provision of un:uﬂtg during examinations with all
other academic and non-academic activities sus-
pended is possible, there cannot be a 100 per
g;nt guarantee of it under present circumstances.

glvlnﬁ an unqualified undertaking to supervise
€xams, il necessary, ofl the campus as well, the
teachers would force the administration's hand to
the point where it would not be able to put the
exams off any longer without making itself
responsible for the crisis.

With the teachers’ ment beHind him, the
VC should have no problem whatsoever in break-
ing with tradition and holding the exams in non-

‘university venues. In dther words, both the
teachers and the administration must give each

otherenouﬁ room within which to manoeuvre,
as well as forced to take a quick but positive

We have come halfway now. but we need to go
the whole hog, beeause there cannot be any half-
measures any more with exams that have been
post continually since last July. Ideally, we
WO like to see Dr. Maniruzzaman Miah con-
vince DUTA that security could be ensured on the
campus. But, as often is the case with the campus
these days, "ideal situations” remain simply ide-
als. Therefore, we must envisage the worst. plan
for it and find out ways of averting a further de-
terioration of the academic crisis while the law
and disorder situation remains unchanged

uncertain). That, we' are afraid, may

Eﬁ:::ﬂ holding the txlam: elsewhere. WF would
Sce some contingency or that,

with both DUTA and the Sjlr)ndicatn working

Jointly rather than separately.

US-backed, right-wing General
Lon Nol ended in the night-
mare reign of the Khmer
Rouge and the deaths of more
than a million Cambodians.

A Vietnamese invasion in
1978 toppled Pol Pot, but that
merely turned Cambodia’s con-
flict into a new civil war.

Now, brokers of the Paris
accord hope it will bring an
end to fighting. But already,
factions are venting their frus-
tration at being compelled by
the international community to
sign an agreement for which
none of them holds much
enthusiasm.
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returning from abroad wheo
could become wealthy
overnight by reclaiming their
family's former wealth.

The central lssue of the
ceasclire and demobilisation
also worries most observers.
Since May a voluntary
has on the whole been
observed despile periodic out-
breaks of limited fighting.
Nevertheless, Cambodia's
defence minister General Tea
Banh says: “In a guerrilla war it
is difficult for the central mili-

lary command to simply tell its not be over.
troops o stop shooting. They

arce not always in direct con-
tact and guerrilla forces will

ceasefire

Secret Khmer Rouge doeu-
menis, prepared over two
ycars ago, insirucied Pol Pol's
cadres to ferret arms in

for a UN ccasefire.
"We  will readily agree to all
Khmer f[actions being dis-
armed” says Lhe document.
"But for cvery gun we relin-
quish we must have three
others securely hidden.”

The shadow of Pol Pot still

over Cambodia's future
continuing fears that the

days of the killing ficlds may
— GEMINI NEWS

MRHYJAGMuu'klﬁrIII
BIBC World Service.

Hun Sen and his Phnom
KTICLE 97 of the UN
Charter states : The

¢ Wi — L%

General shall be appointed by
the General Assembly upon the
recommendation of the
Security Council.’ The term of
the present Secretary General
will end on 31 December next
and his successor must be
tlected before then. Mr. Javier
Perez de Cuellar, a Peruvian
diplomat, will complete two
full five-year terms by the end
of this year. This year's ficld of
aspirants for this coveted and
very high profile job, is an
unusually | one. The UN
since its birth in New York In
1945, has its ups and downs.
Right now ft is enjoying an
unus bright and favourable
image, thanks largely to the
fact that the number one
Superpower, the USA, has
channelled all her actions
against Mr Saddam Hussein
through the UN. IN the sixties
the UN was in very bad odour
for the USSR, who blocked all
resolutions in the Security
Council by her veto.

ITH his closest Soviet
riends in jail on coup
and his su
ine about to be severed,
lecader Mohammad Najibullah
is back-pedalling fast from
Marxism in an attempt to
sustain his five-year-old
presidency.

The winding down of Soviet
military and economic aid
comes as Afghans brace for
what promises to be their
hungriest winter in years.
Hoarding of wheat, sugar and
tea has begun.

Confronting his worst crisis
since Moscow withdrew sup-
port troops in 1989, Najibullah
has abolished the government
monopoly on wheat and fuel
imports and flown 35 private
traders to the Soviet Union to

relieve s s of these key
commodities.
"The government with the

help of the private sector, has
taken steps so the necessary
food and fuel will be provided
for the people,” said Najibullah
in an interview last month. .
Though the President is
displaying his characteristic
cool, observers say the food
panic has helped revive pre-
dictians of Najibullah's

address.

ICMA exam results

Sir, Unusually long delay in
announcing the results of the
ICMA examinations of 199] {s
causing great hardship and in-
convenience to the examinees.
It may be noted that the exam-
inations of all stages/semcsters
were held simultaneously.

While the more meritori-
ous, and co uently more

conflident of the examinecs °

have already started studying
for the next stage, the majority
of the examinees who are not
so confident are literally on

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

UN Secretary General Sweepstake

by Arshad-uz Zaman

Throughout the eighties, 1t
was the US, who employed the
veto o bail out Israel.

Election to the post of the
Secretary General is done by
the Security Council and the
General Assembly. In the 15-
member Security Council, five
permanent members wield
veto. Therefore, the candidate
musl cross this first hurdle. In
a way this is the most impor-
tant hurdle of all, and a very
preliminary selection has al-
ready taken place among this
15-nation body. Two candi-
dates Mr Boutros Ghali of
Egvpt and Mr Bernard T. P.
Childzero of Zimbabwe, have
emerged as the favourites for
now. There is of course the
perennial candidate Prince
Sadruddin Aga Khan, who has
made a name through his
activities in the UN Refugee
Organisation and lately with
the Afghan refugees. His late
father The Aga Khan was a

President of the post First
World War League of Nations.
The handicap for Prince
Sadruddin is that he is a kind
of world citizen and in a world
of power play, it is

to belong 1o & state, who can.
vasses vigorously for the can-
didate. From Asia the name of
Foreign Minister of Indonesia,
Mr Al-Attas has been men-
tioned. From Europe, Gro
Harlem Brundland of Norway,
Guylenhammer of Sweden are
worth mentioning.

Since the birth of the UN,
Mr Trygve Lie of Norway, Mr
Dag Hammerskjoeld of
Sweden, Mr U Thant of Burma
(now Myanmar), Mr Kurt
Waldheim of Austria and the
current Mr Perez de Cuellar,
have held this most prestigious
post. There have been three
from Europe, one [rom Asia
and one from Latin America. It

is worth noting that they age
all citizens ol small states.
Chance has played a very im-
portant role indeed. Ten years
ago when a stalemate devel-
oped because US went on veto-
ing Mr Salim Ahmed Salim, of
Tanzania and China retaliated
by vetoing the Western and
parucularly the US-sponsored
candidate., the incumbent Mr
Waldheim, Mr De Cuellar, who
was one of the Under
Secrelaries General, was
clected as a compromise
choice. Similarly Mr U Thant
was elected [ollowing the
tragic death in a plane crash of
Mr Hammerskjoeld. Of course
Mr Hammerskjoeld had lost all
chances of re-election because
he way publicly denounced by
Mr Khruschev, the Head of
Government of the Soviet
Union, whose shoe pounding
performance within the hall of

the UN General Assembly is
still remembered.

The present period in the
Sweepstlakes can be termed as

the warming up and the elimi-

nation process will continue.
Africa has fielded the largest
number of candidates. Africa
has long clamoured for this
job, because she has yel to oc-
cupy this post. Africa provides
one third of the entire mem-
bership of the UN. From this

point of view Mr Boutros Chali

of Egypt appears to be the
front-runner as of now. He is
from an Afro-Arab country, has
many years of experience in
the Foreign Ministry, and is a
Coptic Christian. He is well
educated, including the
Institut D'’Etudes Politiques of
the Paris University. Egypt is
enjoying a long honeymoon
with the US, specially since
the last Gulf war. She is the
object of frequent largesse
from the US. We must also re-

Najibullah Retreats from Marxism

inevitable collapse.

The government has given
no wheat rations to the eclite
security forces for five weeks,
diplomatic sources say. Civil
servants complain they have
received none for five months,
and no petrol for a year.

Leading merchants say
Najibulla's appeal te them,
meant to demonstrate flexibil-
ity and decisiveness, have in-
stead convinced them he s
weak and could fall in just
months.

"I Najibullah can't arrange
for wheat and fuel four or five
months from now, you will see
rebellion in the streets,” said
an Afghan political analyst who
requested anonymity.

"And il you cannot give
enough wheat to the soldiers,
to the militia, they will join the
people against the govern-
ment,” the analyst added.

Najibullah's holding on to
power after the Soviet pull-out,
when even Moscow expected
him to fall, has analysts reluc-
tant to predict anything in

Kabul. Still, many say his

Left adrift by the defeat of his allies in the
Soviet Union, Afghan President Moham-
mad Najibullah 1s removing the last rem-
nants of his Marxist economic programme
to stay in power. Steve Le Vine of IPS

reports from Kabul.

renowned tactical skills will
now face their severest test.

The Moscow coup, led by
many of the hardline gencrals
how had guaranteed Kabul's
supplies despite the Soviets’
own economic crisis, exposed
a long-rumoured split in
Afhanistan's ruling :

On the first two nights of
the coup, even some moderate
government officials joined the
radical Marxist wing in beer
and vodka binges, toasting the
return of Moscow's old guard.
When the coup failed, most of
the celebrants took a low pro-
file. But others are uncontrite,
privately calling for Najibullah's
resignation.

"We need to find an alterna-
tive to ourselves before the

other side chooses one for us,”
sald a close aide to the
President.

The coup led to a break
through in US Soviet negotia-
tions on the Afghan question.
In mid September, Moscow
and Washington announced
they would cut arms to both
sides in Afhanistan's 12-year-
old war. ;

Starting Jan, 1, Najibullah
will depend on stockpiles to
fight Mujahidin rebels. Analysts
say his arsenal could quickly
empty if the rebels continue to

be armed by neighbouring

Pakistan, or if they use profit
from heroin sales to buy

WCapons.
Now some Soviet leaders

are demanding that the already

=
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shrinking economic aid to
Kabul be halted as well.

"For some time, the presi-
dent was led to believe that
time was in his favour, by con-
tinuing the were of attrition,
wearing out the West's pa-
tience with the opposition,
thinning out the opposition
and creating massive suppart
for his policies,” a top govern-
ment official said.

"He has been successful in
all these fields, but not to the
extent that will leave him a
happy end .. | hope the inmer
circle doesn't fool him into be-
lieving he can survive by just
playing with time," the official
added.

Analysts believe Najibullah's
new finitiative of transferring

control of basic commodities
to the private sector will prove
pivotal to his survival. With this
move, he is removing virtually
the last remnants of his origi-
nal 1978 Marxist economic
programme,

S0 far, two traders are im-
porting a total of 300,000
tonnes of wheat from Germany

member that in the world at
present, nobody could think of
becoming Secretary General
without a nod from the White
House.

We are only at the warm up
stage of what is undoubtedly a
long distance race. The has
become more cove than
ever before. It is not impossi-
bie that an impasse develops
like that in 198]1. What then?
Mr Perez de Cuellar said quite
sometime that he would
not be a candidate. Yet he has
not made any important en-
emy excepl perhaps President
Saddam Hussein. On the con-
trary he has scored high marks
during the Gulf war. In the
protracted lran-lraq war Imam
Khomeini accepted the UN
sponsored cease fire.

Il you must put a bet, my
advice will be — hold it a little
longer, because the sweep-
stakes has just started becom-
ing interesting.

The author is former Ambas-
sador and Assistant Secretary-
General, OIC.

and Hungary, though it may
not arrive in time to case the
shortages.

Some merchants claim they
are being exploited to shore
up a wobbly government. One
skeptical merchant who was
asked to import 100,000
tonnes of fuel said he did not
believe the Soviets would sell
so much petrol, and even so,
doubted whether it could be
transported cheaply enough to
Kabul.
~ Doubters aside, Najibullah
clearly believes he will weather

this crisis. And though he in-

sists he now cares more about
his place in history than about
power, and will quit if a suc-
cessor can guarantee peace,
some Afghan analysts believe
he will go only when he is -
ready or when he is convinced
his time is up.

Najibullah has not let any-
one sirong enough to rise on
his own side, and few believe
the fractious Mujahidin can
unit against him.

I don't think he is much
interested in history,” said a
former too government ad-
viser. "Once you taste power, it
is difficult to give it up.”
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the horns of a dilemma, with-

out being able to decide
whether Lo study for the next

- slage or repeat the previous

one.
It is worth mentioning that
the SSC examinations of the
Dhaka and Rajshahi Boards
were held almost at the same
lime as the ICMA examina-
tions. But the resulis of the
Board examinations, in which
more than two lac examinces
appeared, have already been
announced in mid-September,
Although the ICMA examinces
in each stage do not number

D ——
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this decision is said to be go-

more than a few hundred, it is
nol understood as to why such
a long delay should occur in
the announcement of the cx-
amination resulls.

It 1s all the more exasperat-
ing because the ICMA course is
a posl-graduate course, and as
such more deserving ol effi-
cient handling than high
school examinations.

As such it is requested that
the results of the 1991 exami-
nations may b¢ announced as
early as possible so that all the
examinees may be quil of their
worries and anxictics.

A guardian

Upgradation
Sir, It is learnt that BCSIR
authority has taken a decision
to make arrangement for 20%

w:;radauun of the scientists,
ork for implementation of

ing on and bio-data etc from
relevant scientists have already
been sought.

BCSIR is no doubt a scien-
tific organisation where scien-
tists are, quite naturally,
scheduled to get all kinds of,
facilities. But there are admin-
istrative officers and employ-
ees whose roles for helping

the scientists in implementing

research and development
works are not negligible. If
there were no administrative
stafl in BCSIR, it wouldn't have
been possible on the part of
the scientist to prepare budget
and salary bills etc or arrange
leaseout of processes, patents
etc, keeping their more im-
portant research works idle.

So both technical and ad-
ministrative hands are neces-
sary o run an organisation
smoothly. But in BCSIR it ap-
pears that scientists are only

getting bencfits while adminis-
trative officers and employees
are deprived of the same. This
doesn't seem just.

So my [ervent appeal is that
BCSIR authority will consider
the case of upgradation of the
administrative offlicers and
employees along side the sci-
entists’ in the interest of the

esteemed institution.

A Hamid
Mirpur, Dhaka

Rats and owls

Sir, Among the rodents, rat
causes major damage to the
field crops as well as to the
stored grains. The extent of
damage caused by rats is near
about 30 to BO per cent of the
total
number of chemical poisons or
rodenticides available for con-

are using

uction. There are a

trolling rats. But these chemi-
cals are harmful to other eco-
nomic insects and animals in-
cluding poultry birds. Hence
application of these chemical
involves great risk. Al present,
many countries in the world

biological methods
for controlling rats. Recently

one of our teachers, Prof M
Mofizul Haque visited Malaysia.
He told me that in Malaysia,
rals are being bio

ly con-

trolled by means of owls (our

country’s Laksmi Pencha). An
owl eats about 20-26 rats per

night. This method is also in
use in China and found to be |

very cflective against rats.

Perhaps we can also try this

method since owls are avall-
able in our country.

M Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor,

Bangladesh Agricultural Instit-
ute, Dhaka.



