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Dhaka, Wednesday, November 6, 1991

Dealing with Jail Killing

The Jatiya Sangsad held an unscheduled but
lengthy discussion last Monday on an issue that
has remained a thorn at the side of the nation's
collective conscience — the killing on November
3. 1975, of four national leaders in prison. The
Speaker of Parliament called the issue a senti-
mental and a humanitarian one; the Deputy
Leader of the House termed the killings tragic
and mhuman and the Minister for Information
condemned the event which deprived the nation
of four leaders who had provided bold and un-
compromising political leadership — at a critical
moment in our history — during the War of
Liberation of 1971.

It was encou to note that mem-
bers of of either side of the political
divide were to look for a minimum

prepared
ground of convergence rather than a maximum
one of discord, on an issue that has remained a
contentious one for 16
bers of the Treasury Bench who voiced appre-
hension that relaunching an inquiry into the jail
ngs may old wounds and prove to be
too for nation to handle, were voicing
a legitimate fear. However, it is equally true that

S0 we continue to treat the issue as a taboo,
it will even more divisive in nature, and
thus prepare the ground for greater frictions
within the body itic. The demand for proper
in tion into the matter and publication of
the so that the nation may taken into

confidence about the event, is something the

gemment should consider sincerely for a num-
of good reasons.

er

Although deaths from violence are no strang
Wadesh. there is something particularly
immoral and inhuman about killings inside a
prison cell. Once a person is pul lnlla , the entire
bility for his well-being — Irom ensuring
his meal to medical treatment — falls squarely on
the shoulders of the state. Prison is not sup
to be only a place for punishment, but also one of
state protection. In addition, when the four vic-
tims — Syed Nazrul Islam, Tajuddin Ahmed,
E and Mansur Ali — were national
eroes who were in prison without having any
charges lodged against them, the killings took on
a political character which demanded investiga-
tion and redress.

A [ull public investigation is vital because, at a
time when we are about establishing rule
of law and giving democratic institutions a solid
oundation, rio issue with such grave legal and
moral implications should remain a no-go area.

ure of the truth and punishment of those
responsible would also send strong signals that
the new democratic dispensation would not tol-
erate any criminal activity, no matter which sec-
tion of society may instigate such crimes. It will
help in our institution-building efforts because
mm%hglm about the jail killings would also
mean t the state accepts its responsibility for
the welfare of those in its custody, and that the
mhpmm cannot be trealed as a sideshow
ch can be circumvented whenever a group or
groups feel like it.

Important as well is the issue of natural con-
science. Any killing is mo reprehensible, and
should be condemned as such. But the thought of
these four veteran leaders being gunned down in
cold blood without so much as a t to trial or
protection of law, never mind self-defence, sends
. shivers of shame through the national psyche. It
. 18 Incomprehensible that a civilised nation could
ever condone such barbarism. To our immense
credit, voices defending the killings are few and
far between. But the silence on the issue is also
too dealening for comfort, because silent accep-
tance of an injustice can too easily tempt others
to try the same. Reopening the files may also re-
open old wounds in the short-run, but in the
longer-run, it will heal those wounds
Ecmmncntly. The nation deserves to have this

urden ol shame lifted from its tired shoulders
once and for all.

World Championship for
Sutrapur

A seminar on 'urban research application' was
Lhis week told by an expert that the Sutrapur area
in the capital city had the densest population 'in
the country and ibly in the world'. We do not
have necessary figures that can corroborate the
world championship claim, but we can wonder
about how dense can this densest population be.
Professor Shahidul Ameen says 350 thousand live
there in an area of 1.1 square kilometres. The
figure packing so many human beings in so small
an area really becomes an ideally credible candi-
date for world championship. '

Three of the densest gcupulattd cities in the
world bclonﬁ to the subcontinent — and the
champion, that is Calcutta, and the runner up
which canno( but be Dhaka, are both cities of the

Bengali people. Calcutta tops with 78 thousand to

to

the guam kilometre while Dhaka follows far

_ with 40 thousand. Bombay is close eno
with 35 thousand and fourth ﬁtropohﬂ' Me:uigg
City, traits far behind with 20 thousand.

Although Sutrapur couldn't help Dhaka to make
it to the top. just imagine the area housing a lot
more than four times the density of Calcutta pop-
ulation! .How are they making do, those
Sutrapureans ? Like the proverbial sardines in a
jar or like the closer-to-home chicken packed
Inside their transportation basket-cages ? The
Elqoglc élin this pnckm ell wﬂé need about 3000 acres

ouble-cropp and to sup them with
Ltheir daily rice and will daily neecrgbout 40 mil-
lion litres or 40,000 tonnes of water if ever our
City corporation comes (o give each person his or
her due. What amount of sewage they produce ?

The answers to all statistical queries as to their

llvm% and working condition will on roduce
mersmbar:;d itnh c;e:: the most wakelul of ob-

] € Sutrapureans are ve lainly a
bunch of somnambulists. One can of Eﬂrlfl';

E:mthm they are living a sub-human life over
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other worrisome signs af a
continuing erisis. Latin
American's debt, for instance,
remains staggeringly high. In
case of the Least Developed
Countries, the weakest
amongst the developing coun-
trics, the picture is equally. f
not more, distu . Their to-
tal accumulated debt was 8 85
billion at end 1989 and in
1980 and accounted for 60 per
cent of their combined GDP.
Service payments of this debt
absorbed about 30 per cent, in
some cascs a 50 per cent of

their exports of goods and ser-
vices.

The impact of this worsen-
ing crisis continues to be seri-
ous and debilitating. Heavily
indebted countries in Latin
America. Africa and the Least

.Developed Countries have thus

barely been able to maintain a
minimum acceplable level of
growth. In many cases they
have expericnced stagnation
and in others even serfous ret-
rogression. All recent studies
on this subject clearly bring
out this strong correlalion
between despairingly slow
growth in developing countrics

move (owards restoring pro-
ductive invesiment as a key
clement in our debt strategy.
Higher investment is crucial.
Without it higher growth can-
nol resume. Moreover, more
productive investments are
needed o fully consolidate Lhe
gains of the stabilization pro-
grammes and structural
changes so painstakingly un-
dertaken by many indebied
developing countries.
Additional cflorts must also be
made 10 cast Lhe debt

in an c¢xplicit medium term
framwwork wilh consequent
implication for assured and
predicluble flow of develop-
menl resources.

In our scarch for a durable
solution to the debt crists ef-
fective debt reliel of a sulfli-
cicnl scope must also continue
o play an csscntial role. Debt
reduction measures need o be
massive ¢enough Lo remove the
r.lt:Krullvc impact of debl sig-
nilicantly. Dcbt should neo
longer acl as a brake on Lhe

cconomics of Lhe indebled de-
veloping countries. During

1£ %0 importanl stcps were

taken by several industrialized
nations lo r-:‘uu the
outstanding dcbis of a number
of indebled countries. We
welcome Lhis  posilive
approach. We also sincercly
hope that the scope of this
construclive a would
equally be extended o cover
other debt distressed
developing countrics.

also welconwed
the lirady

major siep broadening
the consensus on the desired

oricniation of a credible debi
siralegy. Over the last (wo
ycars scveral limitations of this

have become appar-
ent ‘h must now also be
urgenlly addressed Lo decpen
the tmpact of the UBrady

Stralcgy.

In his prescntoed last
ycar the Pecrsonal
Representative of  Lhe

Secrclary General on debt Mr.
Bettino Craxi made several
recommendations which de-
scrve our serious allention. We
fully agree with the Sccretary
General's Personal
Representative that success of
the debt Ilrll? requires Lhe
participation all credilors,
nol only banks but also
Government and mululatcral
institutions. , we also
share the view that the success
of the stra will require
more and timely provision of
resources as woll as betier co-
ordinalion in order (0 manage
the crisis. Mr. Craxi also
rightly noted the need o en-
courage Lhe private banks by
mecans of appropriaic fiscal in-
centives other regulatory
supporits. These recommenda-
tlons have great practical
scnse, We musl act on them
swillly.

Official Creditors’ Role

Official creditors, both bi-
lalcral and multilalcrul, who
hold an overwhelming propor-
tion of the externhl debt of
highly indcbled poorest coun-

by Dr Abdul Moyeen Khan

. This was a

trics, must also play a key role.
The adopied by the
Toronto Summil of Lthe scven
major indusirialized nations
marked a major advance in the
stance of the official creditors
with rl:ﬁ‘ lo non-confcs-
stonal L owed by Lhese
countrics. The scnsitivity dis-
played during the Paris
Conlfcrenee on through
the decision 0 cexiend Lhe
Toronlo o all LDCs,
according Lo established pro-
cedures, is most welcome.

llowever, since 1988 the
implementation of the Toronto
have shown a numbcr
ol impor(ant shortcomings.
The World Economic Survey
for 1981 oullines many of
these shoricomings. These re-
lalc o the degree and timing
of concessionality and addi-
tionality involved in these
mcasurcs. These limitations
must be addrcssed.
In this context, we welcomed
the request emanating from
the llouston Summit of the
scven major industrialized
couniries lo the Paris Club (o
revicw the implementation of
the existing options. The deci-
sion of the Houston Summit in
this rcgard was most timely.
Such a revicw, we hope, will
cxaminc ways (o ovcrcome
these limitations.
We also decply
the specific s of Lhe
Netherlands ¢ during Lhc
Sccond United Nations
Conlerence of Least Developed
Counirics in 1990 and the
United Kingdom during the
meeting ol Commonwealth
Finance Ministers in 1990,
The Netherlands called for the
canccllation of all oflicial bilat-
cral debt of Least Developed
Countrics. The United
Kingdom has asked for (a)
reschoduling of the total stock
of cligible debt of concerned
counirics In a single tion
rather than in wranches, (b)
canccllation of two-thirds of

apprtciate

ticular economic situations. We
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Atlantic Alliance Looks Southward for New Enemy
. by Geoff Tansey |

The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) was created as a defence pact to check the
expansion of communism in Europe. Now with the Warsaw Pact dissolved and Soviet
disunion increasing by the day, the future role of the ostensibly defensive NATO is under
scrutiny. When NATO heads of state meet for a strategy review November 7-8, they are to
discuss a new role for the Atlantic alliance. That could see NATO expanding its area: of
operations into the developing world.

ITH the withering

of the military threat

from its traditional
cast bloc rivals, the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation
(NATO) is looking beyond the
defence of Europe. Indeed, the
Gulf War has left some lcaders
wondering il their mandate
should be broadened to give
NATO forces a role wherever
conflict breaks out around the
world.

By treaty NATO is a defen-
sive organisatlion commitied to
treating an attack on one as an
attack on all and restricted to
opcrating in the territory of its
16 me r-states.

An attack from the Soviet
Union or its constituent parts
is now acknowledged to be
extremely unlikely. Yet NATO
is still organised to treat
Moscow as main enemy.

Nonetheless, Owen Green,
lecturer in international secu-
rity at the University of
Bradford in England, says
NATO philosophy has also be-

gun to stress " need to be
able to mobilise quite large
forces to send a re in the

worild at short notice to defeat
an adversary Ilike Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein.”

NATO heads of government
arec to meet in Rome on
November 7 and 8 to work out
‘new strategies. They seem de-
termined that their treaty,
conceived to link Western
Europe with North America,
should remain. But remain as
what?

Green says NATO members
have drawn two lessons from
the Gulf conflict. First is the
need for NATO to maintain
high-technology armament re-
search and development so as

address.
Bravoes

Sir, To watch him bowl is
one of life’s rare pleasures. To
admire is to appreciate the
very deal of ericketing excel-
lence. To know him is to hold
him in respect, perhaps even

affection. Imran Ahmed Khan
Niazi is a full man. A complete
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to dcvelop reaction forces
which can deal quickly and
decisively with enemies such
as Saddam.

The second is that coun-
trics which practice together
g0 to war together more effec-
tively: joint exercises can
prove valuable when it comes

time for multinational forces
to be co-ordinated.

The greatest challenge fac-
ing NATO now is internal

strife, not the Soviet Union.

The alliance is riven by dis-
agrcement over how best to
promote European security:
through the nine-member
Western European Union
(WEU) or through the 12-
country European Community.

In carly October, a joint
Anglo-Italian Declaration on
European Security and
Defence supported NATO but
called for European defence to
develop around the WEU. It
ala!u said the WEU should have

L ——————

them lifting the Wills Trophy
in Sharjah in a tournament
where both India and the West
Indies were made to bite the
sand in the desert. It were the
Pakistanis who made the West
Indies and Indian tigers ap-
pear caged in their own den,

even after being beaten by both

the teams in their first two
matches. All the members of
the team gave excellent pér-
formance, especially Rameez
Raja, Javed Miandad, Saleem
Malik. Zahid Fazal, Imran
Khan, Aaqib Javed, Waqqgar
Younus, Aamir Shohel and
Wasim Akram. Critics go on to
the extent of mentioning Salim
Malik as the best batsman in
the world. Today Waqqar
Younus is rated among the
most lethal and deadly fast
bowlers the world has ever
known.

The Wills Cup final was re-
ally an exciting one. It was a
cup final of the highest stan-
dard, as the finals are.
Everything was there : the
drama, the excitement and the

=

tension, thus in a nutshell,
cricket at its best. That's how
one can describe the Wills Cup
final between Pakistan and
India at Sharjah on Oct 25 last.
Ambition makes a man ac-
tive, energetic, and prompt in
the performance of his duties.
So was Imran. One should have
scen the face of Imran
throughout the Wills Cup
tournament, when he was at
the crease. Imran's vision was
clear. The path to victory was
his destination. 1 congratulate
Imran and his players, and
wish them all the success,

Rashid Sultan (Babban)

Dustbins in Uttara

Sir, | am a resident of
Sector One of Uttara Model
Town. It 18 a model town (1)
but wherever you go you will
find heaps of rubbish beside
the roads. There is not a single
dustbin in Sector One. For this

‘the sectors are

its own Rapid Reaction Force
able to intervene outside the
NATO area, not just defensively
but also in a pecace-keepi

role or in disaster relief.
Decisions would be coordi-
nated with NATO and the EC.

The WEU pro s were
upsilaged a few days latcr by
Franco-German plans for a
joint force of up to 100,000
servicemen which could form
the core of a future European
Community army.

NATO had already set up its
won 100,000-strong Rapid
Reaction Force | carlier
this year under British leader-
ship. The force draws largely
on British, German and United
States contingents and in-
cludes armoured, mechanical,
parachute, commando and air-
mobile units.

Green says that when NATO
wants to send the force out-
side ils treaty area, the alliance
could rclabel it a WEU force.
Such a move, he said, would
allow NATO (o continuc play-
ing an active role .. the world
stage. Andrew Duncan of
London's International Inst-
itute of Strategic Studics says
no sccnarios other than the

emcrgence ol another Third
World ' lcader like Saddam
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So, 1 should hope that all
provided with

numbers of dustbins

by the municipality without de-

By

Apu,
Uttara Model Toun
Dhalea.

DU bus service

Str, Many years have passed
since Dhaka University started
its own bus service. It was
good, and then limited to few
routes only. Now. of necessity,
the varsity buses ply on at least
eight routes. But buses are few
in number, simply inadequate
for thousands nr:tlﬂ:ntn who
attend classes from distant
parts of Dhaka city and its
suburbs. When the buses run
on the road they are found
densely packed by the stu-
dents, many of whom standing
on the door pad of the bus at
the risk of accident any mo-
ment. This gives a deplorable
picture of Dhaka University bus
service. So authorities should
increase the number of buses
to avoid any road accident.

Fayezur Rahman (lqbal)
South Masdatr, Narayangany.

Jtural ¢

Hussein would result in the
RRF being used outside NATO
territory. And for the moment,
Duncan sees no one on the
horizon with the force and
political will to challenge
Weslern interests.

NATQ heads of state must
now agrce on a ncw plan to

OPINION

Cancer Problem in

replace its “flexible response”
strategy, which foresaw the
use of battlefield nuclcar
weapons in the event of a
Soviet advance, (Soviet and US
disarmament inftiatives have
scen the elimination of all bat-
tiefield nuclear

NATO nuciear gravity bombs by

half’) . i
Although much of thed de-

‘bate af the summit will have a

European focus, ¢ in
NATO strategy mm“

f_.n"'

implications far beyond the al-

liance’s territory.

— GEMINI NEWS
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Bangladesh

We thank Dr Fazlul
Huq for his nice and informa-
tive discussion on cancer pub-
lished in The Daily Star of
October 22, under the above
caption. His overall discussion
on the cancer and its precau-

measures are im-
portant and eflective to arrest
the cancer lem. We hope
that esh Cancer Socicty
will leave no stone unturned
for making the people con-
scious to control the dreadful
disease. In view of Dr Huq's
version on cancer | want to
add the following as precau-
tionary measures which are
not too hard to follow to get
rid of the attack.

The medical profession has
been theorizing as to the cause
and cure of cancer for
years. But causation ol cancer
is still unknown to us except
some general concéption
which have been experienced
by many researchers. Those
are as follows in a nut shell :
(1) Mental worry : Mental wor-
ries or physical Iirritations
weaken the nervous system,
lower the perve power and
thus, most likely, open the
way for the invasion of cancer.
(2) X-ray : Excessive, carcless
and abuse of X-ray or radium
causes various growth in body
whose ultimate goal may be
cancer. (3) Vaccination: Long
ago, Dr A. H. Grimmer an-
nounced at the Cancer
Research Center in Chicago
that different of vaccines
were [requently and profusely
being used for the treatment
and prevention of varfous dis-
ecases. Excessive usage of these
vaccines bring about the struc-
in tissues and
cells which may be the cause
of cancer. In countries where
there is enforced vaccination,
cancer has been found on the
. (4) Meat-eating :
Mecat-eating is suspected as a

prolific cause of cancer. In

England the mortality from
cancer has increased; it is four

n minimum cases of
r. Tea and coflee :
Tea and coffee weaken the

coats of the stomach and ner-
vous system and produce vari-

ous disorders in the human

system. It must be borne in
mind that if the nerve power
falls below the normal stan-
dard there is danger of inva-
sion of cancer. (B8) Alcoholic
stimulants : Excessive usc of
intoxicating liquors is assumed
as one of the causcs of cancer.
Among the wine and spirit
merchants in England, the
death rate is five times er
than other men. Beer ng
society and towns have a high
mortality from cancer.

Where there is cancerous
heredity, they should be more
careful about the attack of
cancer means of checking
the above six factors and by
way of correcting living habits.
Avoid all such habits as may
tell on health. Keep the nerve
system strong and vigorous,
and stop worrying. In this way
we can protect ourselves
against the dreaded monster. A
return to the 'simple life’ of
our forefathers is what we
need now-a-days. Modern civi-
lization with all its luxury,
smoking and d and fill-
ing the stomach with all kinds
of pernicious foed and drink,
has been responsible for inci-
dence of cancer.

In case of cancer, no matter
how far the discase has ad-
vanced or how bad the case s,
there are two things that we
have to depend upon for a cure
: First, we must stimulate the
nerve power and the vitality of
the patient at or as near nor-
mal as possible. Secondly,
much will depend on' the
constitutional response to the
action of the selected.

In conclusion, | would 'like
to mention that since
Homoeopathy treats the pa-
tient, nol the discase, and it is
medicine of symptom similia,
it has a wider scope to Lreat
and cure the patient. The-
refore, the government sh-
ould think about nl.lhlhhln’ i
Homoeopathie Hospital for
cancer (realment to maximize
services to the nation.

Dr Abu Sayeed
Bazar Road
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