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as a venue for bi-

officials suggesied
Washinglon and Willamsburg,
Virginia, as compromise siles
afier Arab delegations rejected
lsracl's demand Lhat they meet
in the Middie East.

Abu Sharil said the PLO had

agreed 10 a propesal [rom
President George Bush for
Palcstinian sell-government in

a ycar as a “yUansitional steps
towards Lhe final phase leading
to sell-determination for the
Palcstinian people.”

But he added that "0 ac-
complish the [irst phase”
Isracl should withdraw [rom
territories occupied in 1967,

"We will suggest deploying
UN or muitilateral forces Lo
rcplace Isracli troops. But if
Israc] refuses we will agree Lo
forces [rom Lhe lwo powcrs
sponsoring the conlerence (US

Baker leaves
for home

MADRID, Nov 4 : US
Scere of State Jamecs Baker
keh rid for home late on
Sunday afllcr finally bringing
Isracl and its Arab ncighbours

ther in face-to-face peacc
rcports Reuter.

Baker told a news conlfer-
ence shortly beforc lcaving

that the
.Easl conflict had taken a criul-

cal stcp by Beginning direet bi- |

latcral talks.

Baker was co-chairman with
Sovict Foreign Minister Boris
Pankin of the threc-day open-

ing

al the heart of day-leng
whuh brought the first bilat-
eral lalks o fruition.

Shamir travels
to US in two

ers in Baltimore, according (o
the radio, in a report that a
spokesman for the Prime
Minister's office would neither
confirm nor deny.

Egyptian Foreign Minister
Amr Moussa, returning from
the Madrid Middle East peace
conference on Sunday, said
Washington had been
as the venue for continued bi-
lateral Arab-lsraeli negolia-
tions.

Intifada will
continue, says
Arafat

NICOSIA, Nov 4 : PLO
leader Yasser Arafat, accusing
Israel of arrogance and intran-
sigence, said on Sunday that
Palestinians were prepared to
continue their Jihad (holy war)
against the Jewish state if
peace talks failed, reports
Reuter.

Arafat, in remarks carried
by Tunisian radio, added that
the Palestinian's Intifada
uprising in the Israeli-occu-
pied territories would go on
until "the Pnie-tini.nn ﬂn{ is

, hulnlcd on Jerusalem
churches.”

JERUSALEM, Nov 4 : Here
arc some facts and figures on
sctilements in the occupied
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

West Bank in 1967,
three months the terri-
lories were in the Six
Doy Woe captured

to the Middic |

and the Sevict Union) or
Amcrican loroes,” he said.

Abu Sharil said the PLO
would scek a Umectable for
lsraeli withdrawal from occu-

territories along wilh
lmes of the South Alrican
withdrawal that was part ol Lthe
UN-sponsored indcependence
setUcment in Naniibia.

AP adds : laraeli negotiators
had their first face-to-face
talks with Syrian officials and

emer m with
l.'nnlmthn saying the

The five-hour session that
ended before dawn Monday
was the first in the history of
the Arab-lsraeli conilict.

it demonstrated an enor-
mous gap between the parties,
although the Israclis said they
cxpect to meet the Syrians
again once a lochtion has been
agreed on. Despite the tough
positions taken, both sides ap-
peared to want to go on talk-

Ilrm:h officials said the
Syrians insisted on nothing
short of a complecte Israell
withdrawal [rom occupied
Syrian territo

A Syrian o cial who spoke
on condition of anonymity said
a statement would be issued
later Monday.

The Israclis had cxpected a
tough Syrian stance. But Israch

CAIRO, Nov 4: President
losni Mubarak on Sunday im-
plicity criticised Syrian
Forvign Minister Farouq Al-
Shara, who al the Middle East
peace conference last weck
charged that the Camp David
accords had lkd to the official
anncxation ol East Jerusalem,
rcporis AFP.

Mubarak, in a spcech al
Cairo University in praisc of
his predeccessor Anwar Sadal,
argucd that the 1978
Egyptian-lsracli Camp David
agrcements had cnabled Egypl
o recover the Sinal peninsula,
captured by Isracl in the 1967
Middic East war.

The accords, signed by
Sadal, formed the basis for an
Egypuian-isracli pcace trealy in
1979.

While one scclion of Camp
David dcalt with bilateral
questions, a second held out
the possibility of Palestinian
autonomy on the West Bank
and Gaza Strip — an arrangc-
ment similar to that being of-
fered Palestinians at the
Madrid Middic East pcacc

| Syria appears to relish
tough role in peace talks

MADRID, Nov 4 : With the .
harshest rhetoric and the most
dogged bargaining tactics,
Syria to relish its role
as |sracl's

From calling Isracli Prime
Minister Y Shamir a ter-
rorist to arguing over when

| and where to start the first bi-

lateral talks, the Syrian dele-
attracted attention and

succumbed to
the trap Shamir put for them
and are fighting every inch,
cvery said Tahscen
Beshir, a former spokesman
for the Egyptian government
and now a political anaylst.
"The Syrians have hccnnm

142 settlements in
occupied territories

There are 142 settlements:
Settler population was 62,000
in 1987 when the Palestinian
uprising started. Thé Pales-
tinfan lation s 1 million
in the West Bank and 750,000
in Gaza.

SETTLEMENT SIZE — Set-
tlement from a few mo-
bile homes on remote hilltops
to large towns with schools,
lﬁmmln; pools and hotels.

negotialor Yssl Ben-Aharon
siressed that despite Lthe ses-
sion's fallure, II was a break-
the

* firsl time to

through simply because
sides met hl' L

talk pecace withoul mediators.

have o0 register the lact
he

with some satisflaction,”
s

sonal contact, and no hand-
smiles were

exchanged during the talks,

shakes or even

l3en -Aharon said.

He gave no indication that

madc
Lebanon
and a Jordanian-Palcstintan
delegation would be jeopar-

he thought the
in Lalks E\Ihd-lw wil

dized.

Focus on ME talks
PLO okays US troop deployment in West
Bank, Gaza Strip for Israeli pullout

Bon-Aharon said the Syrians
“kept referring again and again
.I.l:r again to only withdrawal
from icrrilories. said be-
fore you withdraw

lerri-

tories, from the Golan Hdﬁ!lo,

we cannol discuss

Israc] captured the strate-
gic plaicau from Syria in 1967,
anncxing it in 198].

= =

Venue of ME talks in Madrid

Egypt turned Palestinian question
into cause of a people : Mubarak

confcrence.

Despite two years ol inten-
sive ncgotiations, Egypl and
Isracl were never able 0 agrec
on what autonomy should
mean for the Palestinians and
the Camp David accords on
scll-rule were never imple-
menied.

Mubarak said he wantad o

recall the advantages of Camp
David "because some at Lhe
Madrid conlercnce.... said
Isracl had taken advantage of
the agreement to annex Easl
Jerusalem.”

It was a clear relerence o
rcmarks by Shara, who
charged thal Isracl had abused
its peace with Egypt o lor-
mally annex Arab East
Jerusalem — which it cap-
tured in 1967 — and o declarc
it part of its eternal capital in
1980.

Mubarak noted thal al nego-
tiations with lsracl in Cairo in
1977 ahcad of Camp David the
Palestinian -flag had been
ruisced.

"Today, this flag cannol be
flown anywhere,” he said.

"It was Egypl thal trans-

rlm:d the Palestinian ques-
L “from n rcfugt'c lem
inlu the causc of a pl:t)pll, hav-
ing a right to their state.”

Many Arab lcaders de-
nounced ‘Egypt for its 1979
trcatly, charging that it had
opted out of the struggle with
Isracl and had thercby aban-
donr.-d the Pah:ltinianu

this

tainted in a m:gatlvﬂ way in the
eyes of the West bnmuu:: of
position, but do not forget
they are also being considered
as positive in the cyes of the
Arabs,” Tahscen said by tele-
phone from Cairo.

The joint Palestinian-
Jordanian avoided unneccessary
clashes and were the first to
sit down for bilaleral talks with
the Israclis on Sunday.

Throughout various dis-
putes, the Syrians pointed to
the Israclis as the real obsta-
cle. _

"We have come here for
peace. We shall continue to
work for oul of our faith

in this pcace,” Foreign
Minister Farouk al-Sharaa to

the conference. "However,
Israel would be gravely mis-
taken were it to interpret this
Arab response as a licensc for
it to perpetluate its intransi-
gent stands within the confer-
ence or any of its commitlees.”

Syria's stancé extended
even to news conferences,
where al-Sharaa refused Lo an-
swer qucstions from Isracli
journalists.

Since Egypt broke ranks
with’ the Arﬂh: in 1979 and
signed the Egyptian-lsracli

treaty Syria has been at
the forefront of Arab hostility
to the Jewish state.

It was one of the last Arab
countrics to restore diplomatic
ties with Egypt, in 1989. When
the United States launched its
efforts in March which culmi-
nated in this peace conler-
ence. Damascus was the last
holdout.

Belfore coming to Madrid,
Arab delegates met in
Damascus and agreed to the
Syrian demand that they adopt
a united position and that no
one would go ahead with a
unilateral peace treaty as Egypt
did.

That led to the last obslacle
before Syria finally sat down
with Isracl on Supday night— a
disputc aboul the location. As a
gesture of solidarity with the
other Arab contingents, the
Syrians. insisted that their scp-
aralc meetings with Israel
should all be in the samc
place, although at different
timus.

Israel, Syria
end talks on

divisive note

MADRID, Nov 4
Archenemies lsraecl and
concluded a historic rou

direct talks on a divisive note

Monday, hours after the
Jewish state and a Palestinian

team reported progress to-

ward serious negotiations, says
AP.

in a milestone meeting,
hard-line Syria overcame its
hesitations and met for [ive

hours with israel late Sunday
and Monday. But its foe of
43 yecars said Syria wouldn't

Lebanon's delegation,
meanwhile, met separately
with lIsraeli coun un-
der the second phase of the
historic Madrid peace talks
that last week. No de-
tails of that third remarkable
encounter were available.

He said Syria demanded re-
tarmm of the mlfmml a
strategic teau cap-
tured in tl::llm.dx-d-y war,
annexed in 1981 and has re-

refused to

He said the Israelis also
L Ebu-d discussing a venue

ture talks but the Syrians
refused to consider an Israeli
suggcstion for rotating negotia-
tions between Israel 'and Syria.

The Syrians contend that
negotiation in Israel would be
tantamount to recognizing the
Jewish state before it has
yicided territory. Israel claims
such a move would prove the
Syrians’ good f[aith.

Earlier, a Lebanese delega-
tion also held separate talk:
with Israel.

"1 think it was a good be-
ginning,” said US Secrctary of

]

1

1

State James A Baker [IlI, who I

engineered the peace confer-
ence with\eight Middle East

shuttles thi4 year. ;

“The bottom line is, the ‘di-

rect face-to-face tiations
have begun,” he said fly-
ing back to Washington.

The Israclis and a joint
Palestinian-Jordanian dclu:
tion displayed an amlcnr
spirit after their own five
hours of talks on Sunday, in
contrast to last week's con-
frontational speeches and

snubs at the ceremonial open-
ing of l.he Madrid talks. -

: -

i

:
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MADRID: Chief Palestinian negotiator Haidar Abdel Shafi (from L) shakes hands wit‘h head
of the Israel delegation Elyiakim Rubinstein (R) following their meeting. The meeting is part
of the sécond rﬂund of the Madrid peace conference which began October 30.

— AFP/UNB photo

'hr:rr on Palcstinian ri

Isracli soureces,
condition of
the Syrians ope
ceed with a brief
from
to the peace

which stales the venue as
Madrid, and (rom UN
Resohution 242, which calls for
israch withdrawal from occu-
pled territories.

Reuter adds: Syria and
Ilsrael ended their first face-1o0-
face peace Lalks carly loday
without making any progress,
Isracli delcga
Ren-Aharon said.

He said the five hours of
talks were "not fruitful at all ....
we did not agree on anything. "

But he said that the two

sides hoped to resume their

discussions al a later date.
Syrian
Muwallaq Al-Allal also ex-

pressed dissatisfaction with

the talks but he said Syria had

not given up hope of eventual
progress.

He said the lsraclis would
not talk about land-for-peacc,
the conccpt at the cenire of
UN resolutions on which the
talks arc based.

Israc] said before the tLalks
that the first meeting would
deal with procedural maticrs
such as where the next mect-
ing would be held. Syria said it
wantied the talks to focus on

"substance.

“We arc not satisflied.” Allal
said.

“The Isruclis, tried to avoid
speaking aboul withdrawal
from the occupied, terrilorics.
They wantcd to make gains
without giving anything in re-
turn.” he said.

“We shall continue with the
held of the two co-sponsors
(the United States and the

Sovict Union) hopeftlly o try

lo reach some agreement,” he
added.

"We were ket down by virtu-
ally all the subjects t we

raiscd,’ Ben-Aharon told re-
poriers.

“It was iIn every
fruitful because whﬂ they ﬁcpt
telling us in return constantly
was “when will you withdraw
from the territories,” he
added.

"We invited them to lsrael.”
They said no.

"We asked them to establish
a link between us.” They said
no. "l don't want o say that it
was a complete faflure because

very [act that they were

sitting and talking is in itsclf

on
y. said
ned the pro-

text of the invitation
conlerence,

tion head Yossi

chiefl . delegalce
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™
the
reports AP
But he said that the lsraclis
and Arabs had not reached an
agrecement on where 1o hold
the bilateral talks, the next

ncxt stage of the talks, which
opencd in Madrid last
Wedncsday under joint US and
Sovit sponsorship.

"The Madrid confercnce
was a beginning.” Baker old a
news conlerence. "1 think it

was a good beginning

“There have been and, as |
have said, there will be obsta-
cles. They have not deterred
us untfl now and they will not.”

He said that US and Sovict
officials would continue to

"make proposals as necessary.”

Asked (0o comment on
Syrian reluctance Lo sit down
in face-to-face taiks with the
Israclis, Baker saild that the

couniries involved “have all
enicred the process against
the predictions.”

Baker said he was pleased

to tell | was very plcasantly

talks between the lsraclts and
lthe lLebancse and the Israclis

and the Syrians, which staried
after the Lalks with the
Pak stinian-Jordanian tcam.

oplimistic,

partics arc silling at
bilaicrally, and

The excerpts...

MADRID, Nov 4 : llere are ox-
cerpis of the news conler-
ence by US Scerctary of
Slalc James A Baker 11l on
Sunday al Lhe Middlc East
pecace conlerence, reports
AP.

The Madrid conference was a
beginning. | think it was a
good beginning. Today the
partics have taken another
critical stcp, beginning di-
rect, bilalcral negotiations
between Isracl and Lthe joint
Jordanian-Palestinian dele-
gation, Isracl and Lebanon
and Israc] and Syria.

There have been and, as | have

said before, there will be
obsiacics in this process Lo

have
nol deterred us until now

be overcome, but

and do nol, in my vicw,
diminish the importance of
what has happened this

woek.
The issuc that we had o
WO over the weckenced

was where (0 hold the bilat-
cral negotliations. This is
still an open question, and
it is onc Lhat will need Lo be

resolved as the negotiations
proceed.

The United Statles and the
Sovict Union express Lhe
hoﬁ.l.hll the them-

linuc Lo ne-
gotiale in order o reach an

Arafat to ask Moscow to prevent

TUNIS, Nov 4: PLO
Chairman Yasser Arafat said
here Sunday he would ask
Moscow, co-sponsor of the
Madrid peacce conference, to
prevenl Lhe settlement of
Sovict Jews in Lhe lsraeli-oc-

cupied Lerritorics, reports
AFP.
Aralat, opening a gathering

ghis,
vowed that the ncarly four-
year-old uprising in the terri-
tories would continue until the
Palestinian [lag flics over the
churches, minarets and ram-
parals of Al-Quds [Jerusalcm).
e charged that Pales-

tinians in Lthe occupied Gaza
Strip were currcntly hit by a
famine that nobody is speaking
aboul. lle did nol claborale.

| will ask my [riend (Soviet
President Mikhail) Gorbachev
to end the emigration of Jews
to the occupicd territories,
because such a transler of peo-
ple is at the cxpense of Lhe
Palestinian people, Aralal said
in a speech.

lle¢ criticised Moscow for
providing travel documents —
rather than Soviet s —
to Jews lecaving for Isracl.
Isracli authoritics, according
to Aralat, simply confliscatc the
documents before forcing
Jewish emerges to seltle in
the occupied lerritorics.

Aralal also complained that
the conditions of the Madrid
conference were imposed on
us which réflect US partiality

settlement of Soviet Jews

toward Isracl.

The uprising — or Intifada
— on Lthe West Bank and Gaza
Strip has taken a heavy wll on
the Palestinians, the PLO chicl
acknowledged.

Ncarly 2,000 Palestinians
have diced al the hands of
Israwli soldiers and scttlers,
including 60 per cent who
were under the age of 16, and
92,000 others have been
wounded since the rebellion
crupled in December 1987, he
said.

Among the injured were
67,000 who are now handi-
capped, he added. In addition,
89,000 Palestinians have been
detained by Isracli authoritics
and 7,000 cascs of abortion
have been registered.

New settlement set up
after Madrid summit

KELA, Golan Heights, Nov 4
: Soviet immigrant settlers and
hard-line Cabinet ministers on
Monday inaugurated a new
Jewish settlcment on the
Golan Heights, vowing never to
return the disputed plateau to
Syria, reporis AP.

The ceremony took place
just hours afier Israel and Sy'da
concluded an historic round of

direct talks in Madrid that still

TEL AVIV, Nov 4 : Pales-
tinian spokeswoman Hanan
Ashrawi is more than an
articulate voice for her people
at peace talks, reports Reuter.

She symbolises the
role of [Palutlnlnn women dur-
ing a lour-year revolt nst
1srael. -

Hanan got up and
th-ll‘.lf'tlﬂl‘.ilﬂlnp mnﬂ
do the job that is needed and
that there is no going back
since the intifada (revelt), said
Rana Nashashibi, a Palestinian

counsellor in thc occupied
territories.

Women from all walks of lifc
in the West Bank and Gaza

lelt the two sides sharply di-
vided.
"Every new settlement, evy
ery Jew ... enlarge our grip (on
the hnd] said Science Minis-
ter Yuval Neeman, whose Te-

hiya Party has threatened to

withdraw. from the govern-

ment over the Madrid talks.
Isracl captured the strate-

gic Golan in the 1967 Middle
East war and annexed it in

strip are talking politics and
taking jobs and Palestinian
men are uscd to it.
Before it was taken for
granted a woman was subordi-
nate to man. Now she can be
bradwinner and decision-
maker, Nashashibi said on

"l don't claim this is Lhc
norm. Paleslinian socicly still
belicves the place of a woman
is in the home, but the intifada
has proven they can do more
than this.

The uprising brought the
most Lraditional Palestinian
women out of their homes Lo
find jobs and assume lcader-
ship roles after their husband

l'lrlnnl were jailed, expelled,

1981.
settlers, including 1,000 Sovi-
cis,
Heights.

disabled or killed in clashes
with the Isracl army.

uncmployment among nen b{l
forming coopcratives lo se

dairy

centres.

They began protes and
cven hurling stones at
"Circumstances imiposed a

new role on
filled new pulilhnl and
Palestinian men are gceepling
it. Women had to support their
familics, the
cised,
licbron University Professor
aclive in women's issue.

Some 12,000 Jewish

have moved to the

Housing Minister Ariel

Sharon, a settlement cham-
pion who greeted 36 Kela set-
tlers and some 200 guests in
an emolional s
the Madrid peace conference
and Israel's agreement to par-
ticipate.

Hanan symbolises changed
role of Palestinian women

peech, blasted

countered high

Women

embroidery, ceramics and

roducts. They set up
scll-hclp groups and daycare

They

became politi-

said hab Essawi, a

S .



