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Dhaka, Tuesday, November 5, 1991

Lebanon's Sovereignty

With the end of the first round of direct talks
(it is still too early to call them "negotiations”) be-
tween the Israelis and the Palestinians, as well as
between the Jewish state and Syria and Lebanon,
a small corner of the Middle Eastern iceberg can
be said to have melted. When neighbours who
have for 43 years refused to acknowledge one an-
other's existence, except on the fleld of mortal
combat, an atlempt to talk, event shake each
other by the hand rather than by the scrufl of the
neck. can indeed be to be a ncw.fgimur?

Unfortunately, away from the Madrid
limelight, life in the West Asian slaughterhouse
goes on almosl as usual, with Israel out its
permanent role of the principal butcher. For the
past six or seven days, Israell artillery units have
continued to shell villages in southern Lebanon,
leaving an unknown number ol civilians dead and
cay thousands to flee. The attacks once again
hg&ted Israel's continued claim to Lebanese
territory as part of its "security cordon” in total
to International law and principles ol

dhre%:mrd
rly behaviour, but r!:grctfulgr. the inter-

na communitly and in particular the United
States have been less than lorthright in its con-
demnation of the assaults.

By launching the attacks at the precise mo-

ment when the talks in Madrid were progress
from one stage to another, Israel demonstral
that it is not constrained by any considerations
other than those regarded by itselfl to be neces-
for its "national security”.
hermore, the attacks brutally d the
im of the international community when
it came to defending small states against Israeli
aggression. Al the same time, and perhaps more
se , by their failure or even unw ess (o
deal with the situation as one of straight-forward
aggression and breach of international law, the
international comimunity appeared to lend credi-
to the Israeli claim that its actions in south-
ern Lebanon are legitimate on the grounds of se-
curity. Ever since Israel's 1982 invasion of
Lebanon, nearly a third of that tiny but volalile
Arab stale has been controlled by Tel Aviv
through proxies or through direct intervention
whenever their puppets, the South Lebanon
Army, [failed to perform its quisling duties
effectively. ISrael's excuse for installing its
shadowy but {llegal occupation of southern
Lebanon was that it was necessary to counter a
threat to its northern border; but in reality, that
occupation itsell has spawned an indigenous
resistance which has become that threat.

With all parties eager to keep the Madrid con-
ference going by keeﬁu:l% the Israelis in good
humour, Lebanon had little success in its attempt
to attract attention to the issue of occupation. It
succeeded in gaining enough sympathy for the
plight of its vil ffg:rs which may have contributed
to the limited pressure to ease the attacks.
But the real solution to the problem will remain
elusive so long as the international community
continues to treat it as anyt other than ag-

ession. Without international backing. it is

ubtful whether Lebanon will achieve ils main
aim of regaining sovereignty over its own terri-
tory. Beirut musl be given that backing while the
t is still going on.

The Worst Crime

A new kind of buses are on the roads that con-
nect big cities with nearby towns. First time in
the history of the world — thanks to the le-
gendary inventiveness of the Bengali race — there
are 'gatelock’' buses, not just express ones. They
convey the same message that these buses do not
stop between their two posts they used to write
in Bengali — ‘birotiheen’ or stopless. But when

ractical experience told passengers that the

irotiheens' were actually stopping in between,
they started resisting to be impressed. Then the
gatclocks' took over promising not to open the

oors of the vehicle even for once before reach-
ing destination. From the very beginning
galelocks' took the chance of inordinate delay
before 'locking' the 'gate'. So the 'gatelocks' in
their turn started losing passengers — after all it
hurts one to pay a premium on usual fare in
return of nothing. So buses started displaying
spectacular legends on their windscreen
proclaiming ‘'absolute gatelock’. 'unfailin
gatelock’, 'pure gatelock' elc — which prompte
a Bengali national daily to quip that soon enoygh
there would be Allar Kasam gatelock buses.

One is at a loss to understand how 'such frauds
can become a matter of regular practice. The lo-
cal buses which have stops than a seedy wood
apple charge for less than the 'stopless’' expresses
nalurally because they take much time to reach
destination. The 'stopless' or 'gatelocks' or what-
ever pcrs_uadinﬁ %Jmnuck the express buses take
on — charge whole world of money more than the
locals as a price for two promises: they wouldn't
stop before destination and take or unload pas-
sengers — and no standing passengers. The ex-
presses renege on their promises not only at the
cost of the passengers who are treated more as
hoslages than valued customers — but also of the
numerous local buses who keep on losing n-
gers all the while. Why should they allow the ex-

to continue with such criminal activity ?

lash of interest between the operators of the
two kinds of services should have been enough to
curb the malpractice. But in practice that re-

mains a far and fond dream. Why? The
‘birotiheens’ and 'galelocks’ seem to be powerful
people able to pull any number of at will.

It is inconceivable that long-haul buses would
oin the band of the frauds. The time that it takes

journey to Dinajpur or back is so great and te-
dious that no one would expect those buses to
slop at every blessed bazar and take standing pas-

in only to unload them at other b

neighbourhoods. The North Bengal routés were
for long free of the evil practices — may be
because the routes connecting the upper districts
with Dhaka were of necessily some of the longest
in the nation. But the long-haul northbound buses
have started yielding to greed and crime.

What is the mosl deplorable of all the features
that distinguish the buses of desh ? There
is one amt of our national life — the highway
buses — that is completely devoid of the services
of the otherwise omnipresent police. They seem
not to have anything to do with checking over-

loading and speeding and unscheduled pu-ﬁ
and, at festival times, doub and mplp
ares. The worst crime In is to make a

s-l——q

take a bus — to anywhere.

ourney — whatever the mode. Worst, if you have
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tors say there is no "Bush
pcace plan” and President
Bush himsell said he did not
want to imposc any setlement
on the parties, there could be
no doubt that Bush-Baker have
worked out some possible
ace strategics bcfore em-
ng on such peace initia-

tive. These will be
tried and out in the

~ shadow conference and slowly

{

into the negotiating
Root
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lationship for Lhe
of a settlement and
in the region. President
said in the conference,
take time — time for

the
talk w0 onec another, Lo listen W
one
wou

:

i

:

the conference. But unforiu-
nalcly his speech in the con-
fercnce did not contain any

such ideas though he did not
rule it out either.

lle, however, saild, “"We
know our ners will make
territorial demands on lsrael,

but an examination of the con-
flict’'s long history makes clear
its nature is not territorial”.
Here one can detect two
points: territorial claim is the
central issue which he said be-
fore leaving and the nature of
the conflict is not lerritorial

fronis as (Interpreied by
Willlam Quandt, a former
National Security Council offi-
cial. lle said, "One thing every-
one on at the time was
that the phrase referred 1o
territories on each front of the
war — the Egyptian, the
Jordanian and the Syrian
fronts — and was not just rele-
vanl 1o Sinai, Isracl knew that
perfcctly well. It was only
when the Likud party came to

SPOTLIGHT ON MIDDLE EAST

Muslehuddin Abhmad

and thercfore his argument for
kecping Lhe occupied terrilo-
rics 1o reduce conflict leading
to security of Isracl does nol

appcar valid.
Occupied Territories

The conference is based on
the UN resolutions 242 and
338. The resolution 242
adopted in November 1067
calls for "withdrawal of Israeli
armed forces from territorics
occupied in the recent con-
flict.” The debate on the omis-
sion, deliberale or otherwisc,
of the words “the” before oc-
cupied tlerritorics seems re-
dundant as the words
“occupied in the recent con-
fict” qualified the extent of
land. Terrilories can nol be
only on¢ part or pilece like
Sinai as interpreted by Isracl;
these must include land In all

powcr that it redefined it as
only referring to Sinai.”

Terrorist

Though Shamir warnoed that
“thcy would led negotiations
into an impasse il they pro-
ceed immedialely 1o demand
the return of the land lsrael
caplured in 1967 Middle East
war”, the Palestinian chicf del-
egalc said in the conference
that — "A new stale of
Palestine must be born on Lhe
land of Palestine o redeem
the injustice and destruction
of its historical rcality and to
free our people from the
shackles of victimisation.”
Syria said Israel must return
every inch of Arab land occu-
pied by it. Indeed, Syrian
Forcign Minister Farouk Al
Shara went full blast on Yitzhak
Shamir and “hurled chargces

and insults” which Shamir
ll.n.:h!ﬂnrl'hddt;plpw-

ture of Mr Shamir at the age of

32°. The picture was dis-
tributed in the conference and
in reply Al Shara tried to jus-
tify this by saying "It was dis-
iributed because he was
wanted. lie himselfl recognised
that he was a terrorist, that he
practiced Lerrorism. He killed

Syria, Lebanon and ter-
rorism.” Apparently Al Shara
became hard on Shamir as in a
earlfer rcbuttal Shamir said,
Syria “is the home of host of
lecrrorist organisations )
Though this vitiated the con-
fcrence atmosphere, one fcels
that Shamir needed a blast of
this sorlt as he always accuses
I"LO as a lcrrorist organisation
though he himsell was the
hcad of a terrorist -
tion. This would F‘mn;:ll
Shamir in his place and he
might falk less about others’
lerrorism. [t s unfortunate
that just on this point he
the USA 1o keep PLO
officially out of the conz:rl.'ncl.'
though it would have been to
Shamir's advantage w0 have
PLO across the table. This
would have sirengthened
Shamir's hand in with
the radical factions of the
Palcsiinians.
. Second Phase

Shamirs sentimental offer
of having the second phase of
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Bush Can't Let Madrid Conference Fail

the negotiations in each

other's countries was in

Anyaoku Will Try to Speed Talks for New South Africa

Derek Ingram writes from Harare

HE Commonwealth Is
sending its Secretary-
General, Chie[ Emcka
Anyaoku, on a most delicate
mission to South Africa to help
speed the peace process there.
It wants him to encourage all
the main partics to sit down
together quickly and begin
rking- out a new consti-
tion. The hope is that the
talks can start this month.

it was expected an all-party
conference would be convencd
soon after the laws entrench-
ing apartheid were replaced in
mid-year.

Increasing violence in the
townships and a souring of
relations between President F
W de Klerk and Nelson
Mandcla, President of the
African National Congress,
have so f[ar blocked the
process.

The Anyacoku missfon means
the Commonwealth will con-
tinuve to play a vital role in the
birth of a ncw South Alrica.
Commonwcalth Ilcaders in
Harare wanted to factlitate the
process, without having any-
thing to do with the actual
negotiation of the constitution,
which is for South Alricans to
work out.

During the summit Anyaoku
contacted all the main partics,
including the de Klerk gov-
ernment and chiel Buthelazi of
the Inkatha Movement, and
received a green light for his
mission.

As one of the most experi-
enced and skilled international
diplomats, Anyaoku is well

address.
The police
Sir, In any modern socicty,
the police are regarded as the
custodians of peace as well as
law and order. They are the
champions of the oppressed
and victims of crime and the
bechemoths who bluster orga-
nized crimes of any sort. But
sadly enough, just opposite is
the case with our police force
who are most often blamed as
rescucrs  of the wrongdoers.
May be, money plays the
biggest role | The high oflicials
of the police, however, wash
their hands publicly and deny
the hard facts, while our peo-

ple suffer greatly.

A thousand and one cases of
misconduct and {nhuman
treatment by the police can be
cited. On many occasions they
take innocent people to the
Thana without showing any
warrant or, valid document.
Without conducting any inves-
tigation worth the name, they
harass and sometimes man-
handle imn:.rmple. A few
can muster moral courage to
protest on the spol. The police
Etl:: do crimes chance of

ignorance and {lliteracy of
the populace. It speaks of the
very low standard of the moral-
ity and mannerism practiced
in the police force.

Indeed, only a handful of
peow'mly take the risk of
publicly speaking about the ha-
rassment, misconduct and
gl kgl
police. ss to
would becomie the e u?l’
further harassment. Surpr-
isingly, our religious mhzed
society remains blind to such
unjust and inhuman treatm-
ents. This amply speaks of the
stark poverty of spirituality of

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
| Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

The Commonwealth summit in Harare saw the end of the long quarrel between Britain
and the other member countries over South Africa. It also set up an important mission to
South Africa to be led by Commonwealth Secretary-General Emeka Anyaoku. His task will

be to meet all the parties there in a bid to speed the constitutional

increasing violence in the townships.

talks held up by the
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CHIEF EMEKA ANYADKL!
Commonwealth Secretary-General

qualified for the mission. His
experience goes back to the
days, two decades ago, when
he kept the trust of both sides
in the civil war.

He hclped the Common-
wealth to bring the parties
together for talks in

peace
Uganda. Those talks failed, but
time the Bilafran
government

it was the only
rebels and the

our much trumpeted religio-
usness.

One question naturally
arises then : Is therc anybody
who can police the police
force ? At any rate, the corrupt
practices should have to be
stopped. There should be a
strong vigilance and gover-
nance as to the code of con-
duct of the police. The slug-
gishness and half-heartedness
on the part of the top echclon
of the police in punishing the
corrupt/guilty personnel/ofli-
cials must be straightened.
Mere transfer or suspension
actually gives impetus to
committing crimes.

"Anyway, a great change is
needed in the police force.
The redemption of the police
force will bring about the
much-needed deliverance of
our society from hypocrisy,

false rcligiosity, degenerated
moral strength and cowardice,
hcinous crimes of any sort.

Vox populi

-ICB

Sir, A notice was published
in The Daily Star on Oct 14 is-
sued by the Investment
Corporation of B sh
(ICB) to the effect that In-
vestors maintaining invest-
mt:rtul account with ICB and
in ing to for
floated lhlmlpplyof H:::riz
Tamisuddin Textile Mills Ltd
should contact the ICB by
20.10.91. , this is the
‘l:'lt notice of the kind issued

ICB. In the particularly
during the lu:t-uc regime,
ICB used to apply for
floated shares for the invest-
ment account holders disre-

garding the usual practice of

-of damage

actu talked to each other.
Eventually the Biafrans gave up.,

In 1986 Anyaocoku led the
Sccretariat team that accom-
panicd the Eminent Persons
Group [EPG) to South Alfrica.
The mission, finally sabotaged
by the South Alrican govern-
ment, proved highly influen-
tial. In the days when
apartheid was fully in place
and Mandecla still in prison, it
proposcd the formula that led
to the dialogue between the
government and the ANC,

The Cam summit
in Harare marked the end of
the long period of disunity
over South Alfrica. There is
now no serious difference
between Britain and the other
mcember countries.

The sanctions issue was
played down, despite the fact
British Prime Minister John
Major wants to sec investment
put into South African right
away while the rest (and the
ANC) want cconomic sanctions
kept in place until the text of a
new democratic constitution is
made by the all-party confer-
ence or by interim govern-
ment. *

purchase of shares. The
scheme was then very much
detrimental to the interest of
the account holders.

In order to judge the extent
done to the account
holders under the scheme the
names of some com with
present market price of their
shares in the bracket are
mentioned below :- 1) Modern
Dyeing and Screen Printing
(41), i) Rahman Chemical,
(48) fif) Dulamia Cotton, (84),
iv) Desh Garments (65), v) Zeal
Bangla Sugar (8.15) vi) Satham
Textile (78) ete.

From the price shown it
will appear that account hold-
ers would have 1o sustain huge
loss on account of the shares
applied for them by their at-
torney ICB because of the fact
that market price is far below
than the par .value of the
share. Thus the so called mar-
ket operation of ICB has
proved to be a bow upon the
heart of the account holders.

Investment accounts
opened with ICB are not -
erly maintained. Dlvldcngm :
ceived for the shares of ac-
count holders is not credited
to the account just on receipt
of the dividend warrant. It is
kept pending to be credited to
the account for years together.
As a result account holders
have to pay undue interest on
the debit balance. It takes
about a month to process a sale
order. Stock market is very
sensitive and the price is sub-
ject to frequent fluctuations. By
the time the process of sale
order is completed, the price
changes. If the price decreases
the sale order either is to be
cancelled or implemented by
selling at a lower at the
cost of account rs. Right
share is not credited to the
account in time. For example,

.Bangla Process declared right

share in the year 1987 and is-
sued the same in the same
ycar. ICB credited the right
share to the investment ac-
count in June, 1990 afler
charging 36% interest at the
time of credit. The price of the
share at the time of issue of

Major said there were seven
million blacks out of work in
South Africa and he wanted to
scc them get jobs as soon as
possible.

But there was, he said, no
squabble whatever about sanc-
tions in Harare and there was
no difference about the end
game.

The Harare summit agreed
to the lifting of the whole body
of what are being called peo-
ple-to-people sanctions — that

_is, consular and visa restric-

tions, cultupal and scientific
boycotts, restrictions on
tourism and the ban on direct
air links.

There was also agreement
that restrictions on sport
should be lifted as and when
criteria have been met. Sport
by sport, organisations in
South Alrica must achieve non-
racial unity and be readmitted
to the relevant international
governing body. The leaders
said they hoped South Africa
would be allowed to enter the
forthcoming cricket World
cup.

The Commonwealth is now
turning its attention to the ur-

e

right share was around Tk.
125-130, but when it was
creditled to the account the
price came down to about Tk.
60/- only.

These instances amply im-
ply that ICB is not doing jus-
tice to the account holders. It
is a financial institution. The
activities of the financial insti-
tution should be prompt, accu-
rate and urp to dzz But the
position of ICB quite re-
verse, its efliciency not up to
the desired level.

Recently IDA has proposed
for disinvestment of ICB. The
proposal deserves due consid-
eration. A high powered en-
quiry committee may be con-
stituted to investigate into the
affairs of ICB. Otherwise, not
only the investors but the na-
tion as a whole also may have
to bear heavy loss in the long
rnun

An account holder

B.LT, Rajshahi

Sir, | am a student of B.L.T,
Rajshahi. | passed the HSC ex-
amination in 1989 and could
start class at B.I.T. only on
28th April 1991, after waiting
for a long time.

But it is a matter of deep
regret that we could hardly
continue our classes for three
months, the college was de-
clared closed sine die on 28th
July. First the long waiting
then this unscheduled closure
— all this is obviously destroy-
ing our life and disappointing
our guardians to the extreme.
All our hopes are almost
nipped in the bud to see the
recent state of affairs in most
of the institutions.

So it is our fervent request
to the B.1.T. authorities as well
as to the Ministry of Education
to find a solution to the prob-
lem immediately. We also re-
quest different political parties
to take neces ~ nst
violence In uﬂ.m;ﬁ for
the sake of the majority of the
students

Mahnib Ahmed

. Chaoudihurny
Ist Year Mech. Engineering
B.L.T, R« Shaht

gent need to train Black South
Alricans to play a full role in
the new infrastructure of the
couniry afler a democratic
constitution is in .tis to
explore the possibility of call-
ing together, in collaboration
wilh the United Nations, an in-
ternational donors’ conference.

When Anyaoku returns from
South Africa he will report to
ten heads of government,
lﬂﬂlﬁ‘ them the prime minis-
ters of Britain, India, Canada
and Australia and President

Robert Mugube of Zimbabwe as

OPINION

in Vancouver,
Thatcher had told them the

ANC was terrorist organisation.
— GEMINI NEWS

Margaret

DEREK INGRAM is editor
Gemini News Seruvice. |
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Action Against BCCI

I feel the Bank of Credit
& Commerce International has
been liquidated through the
conspiracy hatched by the
Jewish and Christian interests
in the USA and Europe against
the Third World in general and
the Muslims in particular.
They visualised that if this or-
ganization continued its busi-
ness for another two decades,
then it would surely dominate
and supecrsede the banking
system owned by them
throughout the world. And as
such, by brandishing the activi-
ties of BCCI as massive fraud
and those of drug traflickers,
gun-runners and terrorists, di-
rectives were issued to officials
in USA, France England,
Germany, ctc. for liquidating
BCCIl undcr their jurisdiction.
The Emir of Abu Dhabi, who
gwns 77% sharcs vchemently
protested this sinister action,
but his asscrtion fell on deaf
ears. No strong protest has
since been lodged by any
Muslim country so far. USA is
the lcader of the rich coun-

tries of thc world, and as
such, perhaps no country

darcs to act against its wishes,
right or wrong.

Mr. Jam Sadiq All, Chicl
Minister of Sind (Pakistan)
perhaps rightly said that the

Jews and Christians of the USA

and Euro countries, who
had so long monopoly in the
ficld of banking business have
found BCCI as their rival, and
as such, t have plotted to
defame it throughout the
whole world. India has denied
BCCI link in moncy laundering
and fraud. There is no such
casc in_Pakistan, Bangladesh,
Middle East, Luxembourg, and

African countries. BCCI has
1-been operation in 77 (scventy

scven) countries of the world.
Mr. Mashiur Rahman, a top of-
ficial of BCCI, London, com-
plained that he was inter-
dicted by a judge in England
from speaking out and even his
lawyers were advising him to
keep silent. Mr. Rahman said
that one of the excculives of
the Senate Sub-Committce
even gave him a death threat.
From Abidjan (Ivory Coast),
the victimisation of BCCI is be-
ing portrdyed as a plot to keep
the Thlrﬁurld I::Iﬂwn. Mr.
llasan Turabi, a powerful
poliictan of Sudan stated that
the closure of most of the
Bank's worldwide opcrations

beginning with a surprisc an-

nouncement by the Bank of
England on July 5 last was a

part of a fierce campaign gain-
ing momentum these

aiming to besiege elements of

days and

Islamic potential. This bank
had becn flourishing, and from
the view point
powers, had
limits. BCCI
twentyone countries in the
continent of Alfrica, where it
helped the people to set up
shops in trade mark smoked
glass towers. This bank always
helped small man and
charitable organizations even
in the Western institutions.
Nigeria which is black Africa’s
most powerful nation has
dented the allegation against
BCCI] and said that there was
no fota of truth in the

and it was wondcred how any
responsible newspaper could
publish such allegations. All
the BCCl subsidiarics in
African countries were
running in full swing despite
strong mischievous worldwide
propaganda. The CIA officials
admitled that they had used
this bank to support its
overseas operations, and at
samc time, they accused it D
monitoring activities of drt
traffickers and (crrorists.

In vicw of the facts incorpo-
ralcd above, cven Pakisian
President Gholam Ishaq Khan
urged the Islamic world Lo
build its own financial institu-
tions with a view to achieving
financial security and sell-re-
liance in the field of economic
development.

The Bank of England, as per

" its opinion, closed the BCCI

opcrations in order Lo promaole
‘ethical’ values and demote
malpractice all over the world.
Such a premise poses ques-
tions like (a) does it view other
banks in the same ni?
and (b) does it carc for total |
banking trust of the general
masses of the world?

Needless to mention that a
bank opcrates on the growth of
trust/confidence of the people
it achieves over Lhe Loss
of confidence in BCCIl may lead
all to suspect not the sub-

xicd bank's but also other

nks' confidence. Thus peo-

plc would start thinking thrice
to have their monetary trans-
actfons, busincss obligations,
intcrnational trade, etc. done
through banks! The net effect
would be less saving, loss g
trade opportunitics, adve
balance of payment and
not, thus expedi
in the world. liow of
England can compensate for it!

Sir, it appcars to me as an
intecrnational conspir in

order to suppress the
World.
= Ahmadullah
Mirpur, Dhaka



