Come 10 CHITTAGONG Come 1o

[BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT

The House of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.
We Cordially invite you fo fiy our Beautifully

prepared and Beautifully presented authentic
THAI CUISINE ond SEAFOOD in the cosy

atmosphere of a LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
CHITTAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803
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Mustafiz in
Colombo

COLOMBO, Ndv 4 : Forcign
Minister ASM Mustafizur
Rahman arrived here o
altend the tenth session of the

couhcil of ministers,

programme that began
November 2.

PM : Thursday

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will not be abile to
meet the members of public
as scheduled
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Bangladesh pursuing implementation of 77 agreement

India withdrawing water
unilaterally from Ganges

lndlﬂ has been withdrawing
waler from the Ganges unilat-
erally since the last agreement
on sharing of water with
Bangladesh expired in May
1988, the Jatiya Sangsad
(Parliament) was told
(Monday), reports UNB.

Replying to a question [rom
Syed Abul Hossain of Awami
League, Irrigation, Waler
Development and Flood
Control Minister Majid-ul IHuq
said official-level talks betwecn
India and Banglm:lcsh contin-

ued for a permancnt sharing of
the Ganges waler between the
iwo countries.

Bangladesh is pursuing for
the implementation of mini-
mum terms and conditions as
envisaged in the "Ganges Water
Agreement, 1977.7

The agreement ensured the
highest quantum of 58,500
cusccs of water and the mini-
mum 34,500 cusececs to
Bangladesh during the dry sea-
son. It also included a guaran-

tee clause ensuring B8O -per.

cent flow of walen lor
Bangladesh for 10 days in the
dry season.

In a written reply, the
Iirigation Minister informed
the House that at Present
there i{s no agreement on the
sharing of water since the last
Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) be-
tween the two counlrics ex-
pired in May 1988.

He said the country's dry
scason requircment of waler
from the Ganges is 56,500

Thr: minister said the first
agrcement between the two
countries was signed in
November 1977 for five years.

Under the agreement,
Bangladesh received 58,500
cusecs of water from the
Ganges in the first 10 days of
January and 38,500 cusecs
during the last 10 days of May.

Prior to the accord,
Bangladesh recccived water
ranging from 45,500 to

See Page 12 Col. 8

Imelda returns home from exile

Imelda returns home to }nce 5-billion-dollar charge.

MANILA, Nov : Imelda
Marcos réturned I'rnm exile
today to a tumultuous welcome
in the couniry she and her
disgraced late husband are ac-
cused of plundering and told
crowds outside her luxury ho-
tel she would fight poverty,
reports Reuter.

"As long as there is onec
Filipino who is poor, Imelda's
work will not be over,” she
told cheering well wishers
waving balloons and placards
reading "We love you, Imelda”
outside the Philippine Plaza
Hotel.

Imelda has booked the im-
perial suite at a cost of 2,000
dollars a day. lotel stall said
her entourage had occupied all
60 rooms on the 11th floor
overiooking Manila Bay.

Marcos, forced into exile
with her husband by a 1986
"People’'s Power™ revolt led by
now President Corazon Aquino,
said she had no political

"But | will give my heart as

the mnther of the natiom, 1 am .

appealing on bended kneces lor
us to be united.”

Imelda, 62, arrived from
Hawaii by chartered jumbo jet
to face charges that she helped
steal five billion dollars [rom
the impoverished nation dur-
ing the Marcoses’ 20 years in
power.

President Corazon coun-
tered an opening gambit from
Imelda today by ignoring her
arch foe's triumphal return
from exile in favour of a cere-
mony to honour the new
women's world chess cham-
pion.

Corazon presented the im-
age of business as usual, stu-
diously refusing to be ruffled by
the flamboyant arrival of the
woman she helped to oust
along with dictator Ferdinand
Marcos in 19886.

ng at the award cer-

emqny for the new women's

world chess champion, Xie Jun
of Brijing, she said the taxing

e%:u championship in

Munih "proved once morc that
: hmi "

Unscheduled discussion on
jail killing in parliament

The Jatiya Sangsad
(parliament) witnessed a long
‘bate thal generaled some
heat Monday night on the
Dhaka Central Jail incident of
3 November, 1975, in which
four national Ileaders
din Ahpghed, Syed Nazrul
Islam, Mansur All and
Kamruzzaman — were killed.
During the unscheduled
discussion on the issue, that
lasted nearly an hour and a
half, oppesition members de-
mnndnd revival of the Judicial
Commission on the
jail hlgng and publication of

By Staff Correspondent

its report.

Treasury bench members
said that the procecedings of
the Parllament of 1979 and
1986, where the issuc was
discussed, should be looked
into before taking any decision
on it. Some members stopped
short of ﬂpEn rr:r it, saying its
revival wou y creale con-
fusion and disunity.

Soon after the qurltbn an-

swer hour, opposition Chief
Whip Mohammed Nasim ook

the foor and thanked the
Speaker, ‘the Deputy Leader of
the House and other opposi-

tion members who termed the
jail kiling as inhuman and
tragic incident during Sunday’s
sitting of the House.

Awami League MPs were ab-
sent in the House that day as

they were atlending party pro-
grammes on ‘jail killing day’

anniversary.

Mohammed Nasim re-
quested the government to re-
vive the commission and pub-
lish the report. "Nation wants
to know about the killers™, said
Nasim.

AL MP Salauddin Yusuf drew

See Page 12 Col. 4

IDB chief proposes jt task force

The Islamic Development
Bank President Dr Ahmed
Mohammad All Monday as
sured lotal support Lo Bang-
ladesh in her eflorts to raise
trade with IDB member
countrics, reports UNLD.

"Trade is a very strong tool
of cooperation. | suggest
Bangladesh promote trade
with other IDI3 members,” Dr
Al told reporicrs at the air-
porl prior o his departure al
the end of a three-day visit Lo
Bangladcsh.

Referring W0 his meeling
with Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia Monday morning,
Dr Ali said that he suggesicd Lo
form a Bangladesh- iD13 joint
task force 10 work out specific
programmecs Lo sirengthen

A .}uinl, mission could also
visit Lthe Islamic counirics Lo

survey markcet potentials of

Bangladesh merchandisc, the
IDB chicl said.
The Saudi born DB

President arrived Salurday o
sce Lhe cyclone rehabilitation
aclivitics in coastal belt and 1o
sign a Nive millon US dollar
assistance agrcement with
Bangladesh for camstruction ol
feeder roads.

BBesides mecting with gov-
ernment leaders, Dr Al visited
coastal arcas of Cox's Bazar and
Chillagong.

IDB provided a grant of five
milllon US dollars for con-
siruction ol muliipurposce cy-
clone shelters in the cyclonw
prone coastal arcas

Appraising Lhe posl cyclonc
rchabilitation works, Dr Ali
highly appreciated the coastal
people for their “determi-
nation and spirit” to set things

right.

Bangladesh received 743
mitllion US dollars: from the
DB ull Oclober, of which
26.50 million as grant and the
rest soll loan.

Major completed pro
with DB assistance incl
International Alrport, Easl-
West  Inlerconnector and
Chitlagong Fertilizer Project.

The Bank is also extending
funds o some on-going pro-
jects ineluding Teesla Barrage,
Kurigram Flood Control and
Irrigation and Sccurily Paper
Mills.

cls
Zia

Calls on PM

BSS adds: earlier Dr. Al
called on ,Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia and as-
sured IDB's fullest support
and aséistance in overall devel-

See Page 12 Col. 4
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| DUCSU urges

Hasina to oust
terrorists from

Chhatra League

DUCSU leaders Monday
urged Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina to oust
"branded terrorists” from her
student organisation to main-
tain democratic atmosphere
instead of suspending its activ-
ity. reports UNB.

In a statement, Dhaka
University Central Students’
Ufilon VP Amanullah Aman and
GS Khairul Kabir Khokon also
demanded immediate arrest
and trial of the killers of Dr
Milon, Mahbub, Mirza Galib,
Liton and Mizan. -

They called for holding
Masters and Honours examina-
tions of Dhaka University

which were postponed afller
the October 27 gunbalttle on

the campus.

“We beleve in multiparty
democracy. So, we do nol wanl
suspension of student politics

... we want purge ol the terror-
ists and effective steps for up-

rooting terrorism.” the state-
ment said.
They alleged by suspgnding

political activities of Chhatra
League on the DU campus, the
Awami League chief had tried
to hide the terrorists.

"Only because the campus
activity of Chhatra League,
plunged over head and cars iIn
lerrorism, became a heavy
burden on Sheikh Hasina, she
was compelled Lo suspend it
like that of Ershad's Nutan
E Chhatra Samaj.” the
ctm‘hucau leaders said.

sought cooperation
from all concerned including
political partics and student

groups in restoring peace on
the campus.

== = i

ME talks

MADRID, Nov 4 : US
of Stale James Baker

resent compromise
to resclve a dispute
over the venue of direct Arab-
isracli peace talks, reports
Reuter and AP

"There have been and there
obstacies 1o be over-
h:lﬂlqrh-n!rmﬁ:-
us up il now,” Baker
news conference.
Baker sald the partics o
Middie Easl conflict had
taken a critical siep on Sunday
by beginning face to-face ne-
gotiat ions

“Direet negotiations are the

e
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US-USSR proposal

only way in which real peace
can be achieved,” Baker said.
@ lie singled out for praise
the joint Jordanian-Palestinian
delegation, who went ahead
with their meeting with lsracl
when it was still far from clear
whether the Syrians would join
the LS

The Palestinian-lisraeli
meeting, he said, had becn
consiructive in toenc.

Baker sald he had no time
limit for ironirig out the dis-
pule over a pcrmanent venue
for the talks.

President Bush on Monday
voiced optimism about the
progress of Middie East peace
talks but cautioned “we have a

tone wil ..mﬂu';"’;.?u".-"“ o

lpnh:lmln Marlin
Fitzwater said the President
Wil upbeat about the
talks afler meeting on Air
Force One with Daker.
why Bush believed

for venue

@he Baily Star

KARTIK 20, 1398 RABIUS SANI 27, 1412 HIJRI

| 75pc of targeted 'aman'’
to be procured from
northern d.istricts

By Moinuddin Naser

B,

The government has esti-
mated procurement of 76 per
cent of the targeted 4.25 lakh
lons of aman paddy from the
northern districts of the
country,

This was stated by the
Secretary of the Food Ministry
when asked about the govern-
ment procurement of aman
paddy this season in the
northern region in the context
of the food situation prevailing
in some parts of the region.

lHe said that the Agricultural
Ministry has been given the
responsibility to combat the
pest menace in the arcas.

The secretary also told this
correspondent that i every-
thing went well the govern-
ment would begin the pro-
curement from mid November.

During a recent visit by this
correspondent to the northern
districts a cross section of
people and political leaders in
those areas emphasised the
need for taking up some in-
come gecneraling projects in-
cluding development of min-
eral rcsources and sctiting up
of jute and textilc mills to pro-
vidc jobs for the local pecople.

Former minister Matiur
Rahman and presidium mem-
ber of the Awami League who
hails [rom Pirganj lold this
correspondent that the pcople
of this area generally lacked
work for five 1o six months ev-
ery year during the lean pe-
riod. This time they need as-
sistance [rom the government
for their survival as there was
no alternative nt for
earning their livelihood, he
said.

During this period Lhe peo-
ple of the area most of whom
live [rom hand to mouth do not

have the purchasing capacity.
The most urgent thing o be

dnnt is, the. gt:ncmljoq of pur-

chasing capacily of the local
peoplc during Lhe lean period.

This year the [armers
of the local area did not get
the actual price for jute, sold
al.Taka 140 to 160 per maund.

Jute, produced in this area
is of an inferjor quality as there
is no place for proper process-
ing of jute plants. Moreover in
this area there is no jute mills
to help the jute growers. Most
of the government purchasing
centres remained closed due
to lack of money for jute pro-
curement.

Matiur Rahman said that
about 40 per cent of the form-
ers in this area‘are jute grow-
ers. He said the government
should take initiative to circu-
late money among the people
and agricultural loans on soft
term basis, gratuitous relief
and test reliel works should be
introduced during the lean pe-
riod as a short icrm measurec.

He said that the area had
remained an area of scarcity
since the ‘erstwhile Pakistan
period.

Many arcas in this region
had been dceclared disaster
zoncs during the pre-liberation
period. The most affected ar-
cas like Alambhidhitor and
Naohali of Rangpur earlier un-
der Nilphamari district were
also brought under the disaster
ZONCs.

As a long term measure,
Matiur Rahman suggesied that
the government should initiate
a project to lift coal from a
nine in his area in Pirganj
which was discovered much
carlicr. He said that there is
hardrock and granite in
Mithapukur, for which Lhe
government could undertake
som¢ mining projects lo pro-
vide jobs to some people of the
local arcas.

See Page 12 Col, 1

Nov 7 a day of illegal
power capture : Hasina

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chiel Sheikh
Hasina Monday again criticised
declaration of November 7 as
'national revolution and soli-
darity day’ saying it was a day
of "illegal capture of power” by
the army.

"It was a day of illegal cap-
ture of power by a few ambi-
tious a officers. It can be
called a day of killing of army-
men,” she said while address-
ing a memorial meeting on
four of her party's top leaders
killed on November 3 at the

| Dhaka Central Jail.

The jail killing ended a
brief power struggle and
breught Ziaur Rahman in
power on November 7who had
declared the day as national
revolution and solidarity day.”

Hasina #aid, “this brought
no to the people. Neither
the people nor the army were
benefitted in the incidents
that only deprived the peoplc
of their rights and made many
women widows.”

The people have not yct got
back their rights although an

See Page 12 Col. 3
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Zahir Shah
stabbed in
Rome

ROME, Nov 4: The former
king of Afghanistan, Zahir
Shah, was stabbed at his
villa here

- year-old
former monarch, who has lived
in exfle in Rome since 1973,
had been taken to the villa San
Pietro clinic with at least two
stab wounds.

The injuries were not con-
sidered life threatening.

According to police, Zahir
Shah, who was deposed in July
1973 and abdicated the follow-
ing month, was stabbed once
in the face and once in the
stomach.

Police said a Port na-
tional was arrested but did not
release his name.

They said he had gained en-
See Page 12 Col. 3

Campus terrorism
must be curbed,
Biswas tells

principals

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas Monday called tipon the
cducated section and experts
to identify the problems, faced
by: the country and resolve
them  permanently, reports
BSS.

He said blaming others was
in fact denying onc's own re-
sponsibility which could hardly
bear any fruitful result.

The President was exchang-
ing vicws with a 12-member
delegation off Bangladesh
Principals Council, led by its
chairman principal Mahmud
Mokarram |lossain, when they

See Page 12 Col. 7

BSC ship
- detained in
Hong Kong

From Our Staff

Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 4
Bangladesh Shippin
Corporation [BSC), ship M V
Banglar Doot has been de-
tained at lHong Kong port since
November 1 for outstanding
ducs, BSC sources said.

A chartercr ol Hong Kong
has filed a casc against the BSC
liner claiming some arrear
ducs. On the other hand, BSC
has also filed a counter claim
against the charterer. Sources
said BSC authorities arc trying
to rclease the ship.

Another BSC ship was de-
tained a few wecks ago at a

Belgium port two other ships
were also  detained in
Singapore about a month back
on similar charges.
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