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Exams and Responsibility

Over 300 students, all candidates in the cur-
rent B A (Hons) and Master's {inal examinations,
went and submitted a memorandum to the Vice
Chancellor of Dhaka University Saturday, asking
Dr Maniruzzaman Miah to make immediate ar-
rangements for holding of those exams. The VC
should give serious thought to the request, not
only because rarely has a more just demand been
made by ordinary students on university authori-
ties. but also because the time has come for Dr
Miah to take a major Initiative to relieve a situa-
tion which owes its existence to his own blunders
in no small measures.

' These exams, involving two batches of under-
es and es, should have been held
July. But
elections to the Dhaka University Central
udents Union (DUCSU) In the same month
turmned out to have been a seriously misguided
one, to put it mildly. We do not know what the ra-
tionale alnnd simultaneous scheduling of both

the exams and DUCSU polls was, but it was clear

even then, that holding of the polls would raise

tension on the campus to a point where
prospects of peaceful atmosphere needed for
academic pursuits such as studies and exams

would become a forlorn dream.

The responsibility of the university au-
thorities was to hold the examinations first, allow
two batches of students to pass out and lessen the
session log-jam in the process. Nobody would
have got hurt had DUCSU polls been held one,
two or even three months later. Unfortunately,
the universily's executive authority went against
saner advice and, as a direct result, over 1,500
students still awalt their long-overdue chance to
‘become [ully-fledged, working citizens of the
country. Kmpccts of a peacelful DUCSU elec-
tions are still nowhere in sight. For a reason
which is yet to be explained satisfactorily, the
university somehow forgot that its very reason for
existence was (o impart education and produce
graduates, and not act as a launching pad for
political careers.

But that is all in the past now. A lot of water
has flown down the Ganges since and too much
blood spilled on the campus once known as
Oxford of the East. Much has already been said
about the hows and whys of the situation, but the
«time has now come f[or shoulde of responsi-
bility. The VC, as the chiel executive of the insti-
tution, must now stand up and assert his author-
ity. Indefinite periods of closures and postpone-
ments of exams and classes can no longer be re-
garded — i they ever were — as acceptable
methods of administering the country's highest
seat of learning. Political problems that exist will
take time to sort out and further clashes cannot
be ruled out so long as the Home Ministry keeps
its head buried in the sand.

But the university must now put the interest of
the students above any other considerations. That
means holding of exams without argv delay. If the
teachers feel the atmosphere on the campus is
not conducive to holding of exams, then the VC
should look for alternative venues where exami-
nees could go. There is no shortage of such
venues around the city and funds for hiring them
should ose no problem whatsoever.
Alternatively, the VC could consider decla the
halls of residence closed to all except for those
holding exam passes, shul down the DUCSU of-
fice for the exam duration and deploy police
throughout the campus to keep troublemakers
out (surely the police cannot fail to do that
much). And then hold the exams in their rightful
place. Whatever decision the VC may take, a de-
cision has to be taken now rather than later, and
that decision must reflect the interests and
needs of the examinees and other students and
no one else's.
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Writing Science in Bengali
The nation observed the 14th death anniver-
sary of Dr. Qudrat-e-Khuda — once the biggest
name in science among the Bengali Muslims and
the man with the biggest academic and research
accomplishment thal we got on our side of the
t divide of 1947. He was the first amongst
Muslims to have been awarded a D.Sc.

on Universitly for his original work in chem-
istry. If for the better part of the Twentieth
Century Albert Einstein was the idea of a scientist
for the world's common man, Qudrat-e-Khuda
was exactly so for the common man of

Comparisons are odious but that help
sometimes to show someone close to us in his or
her true worth. Dr. Khuda did not pursue a life of
science and chose to be first an educational
administrator — being the DSI of undivided
Bengal and then an organiser of scientific
establishment being the founder-director of the
BCSIR. He may thus very well said to be a Pasteur
or Madame Curle, if onfy he were to have similar
scientific achievements.

. Should we remember him today as the
builder of the BCSIR — the biggest institution of
its kind in Bangladesh but siill very much far
from playing any significant role in the shaping of
the nation in either scientific or industrial or re-
Search terms ? One knows that it is the various
Successive governments and their policies and
‘not the IR were to blame for that. But that
‘knowledge does bring to us many unpleasant

sthoughts instead of bright th
of that truly big | rightening up the memories

. We shall remember him for long for his un-
com crusading for education and re-

h of the sciences in Bengali. Not only he was
ihe author of a very authoritative school text-book
Jon the sciences, he was also a great pioneer in
Jdinding and coining appropriate Bengali
Eporﬁ:haaha for scientific terms of Greek, Latin
‘and Auglo-Saxon origin. His was a style striking

ise, particularly suited to scorc

| ledge. And he fought till the las
| of his life, as indeed his more illustrious peer
-Sa Bose also did, to make Bengali have a rich

de ble scientific lltcn?t‘i:arc. Today in
| sh the sciences are taught in the ver-
up to the graduation level — and this does

‘not owe in mean me
| dDr.‘lgudn. asure to the unsparing

. Mqhhmmrynﬁmlnlo with inspiring
mmmmmmﬂmg:lfardtg!umnur
Society in the many capacities he did.
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Vice Chancellor's decision to -

HEN the United Stales
of Ametica dropped
atomic bombs on unar-
med civilan pupulation In twe
Japanese cities with ne
u&ry significance at the end
of the Second World War, iIn
August 19458, 1t was officially
‘tnltl'htl' on the ground that
this was necessary (o
accelerate the termination of
the military conflict in the Far
East (the war in Europe had
ended a couple of moths
earlier), in order 0 minimise
American armed forces’ casual-
ties, However, prior to the
atomic bombing of Hiroshima

and Nagasaki, intell-
gence and diplomatic chan-
nels, the t of the

United States was aware that
the Japanese military high
command which was in con-
trol of the state and :
ment in Tokyo, was on the
verge of taking the decision to
sue for a ceasc-fire, in order to
cut its own losses, having real-
ized that defcat was inevitable.

If Washington already knew
that Tokyo was soon going to
surrender anyway, did the
United States p with its
decision to devastate Hiros-
hima and Nagasaki with atomic
weapons?

The most important motiva-

. tion behind Washington's use

of these stralegic weapons of
mass destruction, for the first,
and so [ar only, time in history,
was to co a vital political
signal to its erstwhile war-time
ally and imminent main adver-
sary, the Sovict Union. In the
months before the end of
World War I[I, the Grand
Alliance nst the Axis pow-
ers was disintegrating. After
all, the unlikely war-time part-
nership between the Liberal-
Capitalist United States and
United Kingdom, on the one
hand, and Communist Russia
on the other was from the on-
set a product ol necessity, a
marriage of convenience, in
the face of a common enemy
Axis, represcnted by Nazi
Germany, Fascist ltaly, and
Imperial Japan.
Ideological Divide

The imminent demise of

the common encmy precipi-

tated the divorce procedure
within the Grand Alliance and

this was accentuated by the
ideo al divide between
CI'L m and Communism.
., during the last months
of the war In Europe. Hitler
survived on the hope that the
Orand Allance would com-
pletely fall apart, over diver-
gent national interests and
ties, before his total de-
leading to an allance be-
tween the Anglo-Americans
and Germany, which would
then conduct a crusade against
Soviet Communism.

In the meantime, Hitler's
regime was also accelerating
its programme (o manufacture
its own atomic bomb, but the

was deliberately
indcred by Allied air raids.

'Nuclear Threat a Check to Third World War!

by Muhammad Azher Zafar Shah

possibility of an invasion of the
wesiern Europe the Red
Army of the R. since
philosophically and politically
Communism aspired to global
domination. Furthermore, the
Kremlin had not forgotien the
active military intervention by
the western powers in [avour
of the anti-Bolshevik White
forces during the civil war in
Russia that followed the
Leninist coup d'ectat of
November, 1917, against the
democratically-clected gov-
ernment ol Premier Kerensky.

It was in this global political
and strategic scenario of mid-
1945 that the American air

which had left about
million of its population 5
The USSR being closed totali-
tarian society, the Western
powers at that time had little
idea of Moscow's internal
condition. Moreover, Stalin,
himself alraid of potential
met
Soviet Union (one of the im-
rtant considerations behind
is desire to establish his
sphere of inflluence over east-
ern Europe, which was to act
as a buffer zone), and aware of
the economic weakness of his
country, keenly projected a
image to the external

ironically, the progress made
by Nazi technical know-how in
their atomic and rocket -
mes was Lo be by
th American and Soviel sci-
entists during the Cold War.
By the spring of 1945,
Washington and London were
scriously concerned that the
formidable war machine rep-
resented by the Soviet Red
Army, by then composed of
over ten million battle-hard-
ened and successful military
personnel, may not halt its
onward march westwards with
the co of Berlin and the
liberation of East Europe from
Nazi occupation. In 194],
1942, and 1943, Moscow had
borne the brunt of the war
agninst Nazi Germany, and the
western allies had recognized
that Soviet national r was
cascntial for defeating the Axis.
Stalin's Demand
As a result, at the Yalta and
Potsdam summit confcrence of
the Big Three, to coordinate
the military victory and te
chart out the post-war order in
Europe, the western allies
conceded to Stalin's demand
to recognize East Europe as
the Soviet Union's exclusive
sphere ol interest. After the
physical destruction of Fascism
and Nazism, the Liberal great
powers were anxious about the

force dropped atom bombs on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki:

Washington did this not only to

compel to surrender
i and uncondition-
ally but to indicate to
Moscow that it had an eflfective
weapon to counterbalance the
conventional milf superior-
ity of the USSR on the
European continent, and that
it was to use the atomic
weapon should Stalin's forces
invade central and western
Europe.

The question arises as to
whether Stalin (it is appropri-
ate to'refer to him personally,
although the Soviet Union was
theoretically a dictatorship of
the proletariat, because [rom
the mid-30s until his death in
1963, he was In reality run-
ning a one-man political show
in the USSR) had any actual In-
tention to (Invade western
Europe in 1945, Subscequent
and extensive histlorical re-
scarch indicates that no such
plan existed.

Exhausted USSR

In face, although the USSR
had ultimately secured total
viclory in the eastern front of
Europe, by mid-1045 it was
completely gxhausted physi-
cally, economically, and pey-
chologically by the war eflort,

19508, the Western political
and military elites
over-estimated Soviet national

power.
The of Japan
in August 1945 in auto-
matically negated the ideals
and of the United
Nations fon as em-

bodied in its Charter, which
was established at the end of
the Second World War, to
promote world peace ﬂmx
collective security, under

guiddnce of the victorious
great powers (institutionalized
through their permanent
membership in the UN
Sccurity Counctl). For all -
tical purposes, it umﬂﬂ:-
ously terminated the Second
w War and triggered the
Cold War. Registering the in-
tcnded message, the Kremlin
frantically endeavoured to pro-
ducc its own atomic bomb, and
this was achieved by the end of
the decade, with a little help
from a few Jewish the

spies in
United States who passed on

Washinglon's atomic secrets to
Moscow.

N'Arms Race
Durin the next four
decades, locked in permanent

rivalry, the United States and
the USSR threw hundreds of
bilions of dollars into the nu-

terror, and this eventually in-

spired the superpowers’ policy
of detente, or reduction of
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psychological fear

and the economic cost
led to the death of the
War. and the triumph of
Capitaliam over Communism.

Su coo
dur recent Culfl war
and of
Arms Reduction Treaty
(START) the end of
the Cold War. In this new era,

ers, will at
the apex of mﬂmﬁt as
had been before the
onset of the Cold War.

Therefore, the memory of
Hiroshima and has
prevented a Third World War.

The writer is assistand pro-

Jfessor, of Intern-
ational Relations, Dhaka
University.

Filipinos Debate Cost of US Base Shutdowns

lan for United States

forces to leave the

Philippines within thr-

ee years appears to be the

most viable compromise Pres-

ident Corazon Aquino can forge

among cantankerous senators

debating the presence of US
bases.

A treaty which would have

Ialleowad the US to keep its

bases for seven years was
killed by the Senate in a his-
toric vote September 16, It
therefore appears certain that
the US base at Subic Bay — the
last one in the country — will
be closed earlier than ex-
pected.

The only other US military
facility in the Philippines. the
Clark base, has already closed
ahead of schedule because of a
volcanic eruption at Mt. Pina-
tubo, which damaged both
bases and devastated central
Luzon, wiping out the iiveli-
hood of more than 600,000
people.

Now Filipinos face the diffi-
cult consequences of the base
shutdowns. The US withdrawal
will require them to bite the
bullet rather then profit from
it. The departure will also
leave Filipinos without the
economic and political crutch
provided by nearly a century of
US military ‘activities.

The country is not red
for this change, even &oﬁ it
has been in the wind since
1986 when a new Constitution
limited the chances of contin-
ued US military presence once
its old treaty expired in
September.

That lack of preparation has
prompted treaty supporters
and opponents to engage in
acrimonious debates over the
length of the US withdrawal
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NGOs and relief

activities

Sir, The attention of
Rangpur Dinajpur Rural
Service [(RDRS) has been
drawn to the first-page news
story in your csteemed on
Saturday November 2,
Moinuddin Naser from
Rangpur stating that "lack of
Govt-NGOs coordination affects
reliel operations.”

Althou RDRS was not
mentio in the report, we
1;1;: u:; r: reiterate that

is the biggest NGO
in Rangpur and Di r re-
gions and that all its activities
— development assistance and
eme rellefl — are ap-

proved by and coordinated
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
ncfdrused to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Ifnudonyma are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

Abby Tan writes from Manila

The US has failed to persuade its old ally in the Pacific to renew a contract for American
military bases in the Philippines. After an animated debate Filipino senators rejected pleas
by President Aquino for a continued US military presence. The American withdrawal
could have serious social and econpmic implications for a country that has long been de-
pendent on Uncle Sam.

PRESIDENT AQUIND

Aquino has raised fears of
severe cconomic disruption
accompanying a sudden US
withdrawal. She has allicd her-
self with pro-base senators
who favoured a seven-year

gradual exit.

Uppermost in the minds of

those senators are the 38.000

Filipinos employed at Subic
naval base. An immediate shut-
down at Subic could have
forced them to join the unem-
ployment queues formed by
40,000 others made jobless
when the US abandoned its
Clark base in June.

But senators unsympathetic

to the US military presence
have argued for a one-year
withdrawal. They fear the US
would use its influence to try
to revive the treaty by bringing
about the eclection of a
[riendlier Senate in the May
1992 national campaign.

Anticipating legal wran-
gling. Aquino has said she
wants a two-thirds majority
vote in the Senate to pass the
compromise withdrawal reso-
lution. And many anti-base se-
nators have indicated they
would support the three-year
formula.

"It {s time to get on to other
things,” said anti-base Senator
Rene Saguisag. echoing the
feelings of many who felt ex-
hausted by a two-week Senate
deadlock over the withdrawal.

But the three-year com-
promise could still get bogged
down in the courts. Base op-
ponents say such a withdrawal
effectively represents a consti-
tutionally-prohibited extension
of the life of the bases.

The Filipino constitution
only permits such an extension
if it is agreed to under a treaty,
they say. Yet Aquino says she
intends to negotiate a simple
executive agreement with the
US for withdrawal.

Senator Sotero Laurel, an
opponent of the bases, calls
the three-year compromise “an
extension that eannot be im-
plemented by a mere resolu-

with the government. Our con-
tacts and cooperation with the
District and Upazila adminis-
trations are excellent and all
aclivities are carried out in
full, mutual agreement.

In the Rangpur District
alone, ' RDRS

(Rangpur Sadar 2500, Pirgacha
mﬁa{ngachnra 3000,
nj 3600, and Taragan
2000). UP Chairmen nndl
Members, Upazila Chairmen
and Upazila Nirbahi Officers
were involved in selecting the
deserving, flood-aflécted fami-
lies while respective UP
Members were nt at the
time of card distribution.
Up to 29 October 19091,
about 300 metric tonnes of

is assisting
15,000 families in five Upazilas

tion (of the Senate)”.

The wrangling over the
bases is certain to bring the is-
sue of the Philippines’ colonial
relationship with the US to the
forefront of national dcbate for
somc time (o come, putting
other pressing issues such as
economic reforms on the back
burner.

In a year when economists
say the Philippines will be
lucky to attain economic
growth of one per cent — a se-
vere contraction from over six
per cent in 1980 — the na-
tional government will likely
be distracted from other eco-
nomic priorities. such as tam-
ing fts 60-billion peso deficit.

A 83-billion-a-year aid pro-
gramme called the Multilateral
Aid Initiative, to which Ja
is the single largest contribu-
tor, may also be affected by the
base decision.

While donor countries have
declared the aid initiative is
not linked to the bases, there
is an unspoken understanding
that Western donors would
have felt more generous if the
Philippines had continued to
host the bases.

Aquino says her government
will not ask for compensation
during the US withdrawal.
However. the Philippines will
welcome US assistance for ar-
cas devastated by the volcano
and it intends to negotiate
with the US to leave behind

—

wheat was distributed @ 31 kg
per family; 2400 families re-
ceived 12 metric ‘tonnes of
rice @ 5 kg per family. 3758
families in the five Upazilas re-
ceived a total cash assistance
of Tk 2,00,000 (two lakh ). @
Tk 50 to Tk 100 per family
(242 families in Gangachara
Upazila received @ Tk 100 per
family.

RDRS, Dhaka.

Media and protocol

Sir, As an ordinary and av-
erage citizen of the country, |
have very little sophistication
and familiarity with the official
protocol and diplomatic
niceties that guide various offi-
cial rituals, ceremonies and
functions. But some of these
rituals and ceremonics, spe-
cially the ones which are
shown on TV appear to be un-
nccessary, incongruous and
even distasteful and neot fit for
public consumption.

One of these rituals, which
was a routine affair during the
last administration was when-

- a smart continge

ever the Head of the State
went on a foreign trip — and
there were many — the entire
episode : from the arrival of
the great personality and his
consort at the V. V. 1. P termi-
nal (very essential in the poor-
est country of the world) and
his shaking of hands of various
ministcrs, members of the
diplomatic corps, assorted
dignitaries and the presenta-
tion of the guard of honour by
nt of service-
men, to his final benign smile
and farewell waving of hands
from the lofty perch of the air-
line stairways to the citi-
zens was dutifylly and reli-
giously recorded and shown on
the evening news. This consti-
tuted the main subject and
body of the evening news dur-
ing his rule (or more like
reign), '
Unlortunately for the last
"great leader” he had not read
Marshall McLuhan's
"Gutenberg Galaxy” an "Media
is the Massage.” If he had
would have found that over ex-
posure and constant harping
of the same theme or glorifica-

three floating drydocks and
cranes at Subic. valued at
USS$T0 million.
~ Officials estimate that con-
version of Subic to a commer-
cial shi would take two
if the equipment were
Eﬂ behind. If not. it could take
five ycars since the cash-
strapped country would have
difficulty purchasing new
equipment. .

Treaty opponents have re-
fused to accept dire predic-
tions of economic colla
without the bases. They o
cite Singapore's successful
conversion into a prosperous
port following the British
withdrawal.

But the pro-base bloc lacks
such confidence. They say the
Philippines cannot match tiny
Singapore's iron-willed resolve
to compete internationally.

Opponents of the bases
counter that it is time for the
former co to cut away its
umbilical cord with Mother
America. Senator Renea Sag-
uisag compares the situation
with that of a child who cannot
learn to survive on his own
unless he leaves his parents’
‘protection.

The ru wm elite has
always J!lxh;ll: the US to
help the country out of a bind.
Yet many Filipinos also tend to
blame the US for all the coun-

try's ills.
syndrome

This de
is often cited as the reason the
Philippines will never grow up
as long as the bases remain.
Now the country finally
hav:tugnltnbmmonh!lt-
scif to blame. |

— GEMINI NEWS

ABBY TAN is |
Journalist lpﬂhlljn m
nomic and political affairs.
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tion of the same personality
only depreciates and trivialises
the image and diminishes pub-
lic's perception of the personal
of the subject. .

This is one of the reasons
why some of the world's great
actors, actresses, opera
singers and entertainers limit
their performances and public
appearances to a limited num-
ber a year. Diamond is precious
because it is rare, not gecnuu-
it is abundant.

Marshall McLuhan is con-
sidercd not only an authority
on communication theories but
his works on electronic media
(TV) is considered like a Bible
in the communication indus-
try. In the conlext,
his theory has proven itsell. In
spite of the immense expendi-
ture of public funds and eflorts
that were utilized for the
incessant barrage and assault
on public's patience 1o build up
the image of the last President
— all proved to be counter
productive and fruitless as he
was finally booted out of office
ignominiously.

It is only hoped that the
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present head of the govern-
ment, who was elected to the
office in a free and fair election
in a truly democratic process
and enjoys tremendous popu-

larity, public approval and
goodwill, will not fall in the
same trap of cheap publicity,

Another pertinent point can
be brought out here that in a
poor country like Bangladesh
(euphemistically termed de-
veloping nation), where total
WO hours are t the
lowest and official holidays are
highest (not to speak of the
strikes and other unscheduled
holidays) compared to other
nations — how can the minis-
ters and other high-ups in-
spirc the workers to be dutiful
and diligent, when they them-
sclves arc wasting valuable and
scarce resource in indulging in
expensive and non-productive
forcign tours at public's ex-
pense and also wasting time in
worthless exercise like seein
ofl or receiving the natiopa
leader amidst grand cere-
monies. :

Motjfheel C/A, Dhaka



