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A parliamentary watchdog

By Sabir Mustafa

It is pretty well accepted in the international com-
munity that the idea of independent civie rights groups
successflully monitoring national elections recefved a
decisive boost during the 1986 presidential elections in
the Philippines.

In fact, so successful was a previously-unknown or-
ganisation called NAMFREL or the National Citizens
Movement for Free Elections in the Philippines, that
Ferdinand E Marcos cventually found it impossible to
hoodwink the world into believing he had won the
election against Corazon Aquino, when he had actually
lost. The rest, as they say, is history.

The Philippines is scheduled to hold its first presi-
dential polls in Lthe post-Marcos era early next year, and
NAMFREL is gearing up for yet another monumental
task. To asscss just how monumental Lhe task is and
whether any outside assistance is required to effectively
monitor the polls, a six-member pre-poll survey team
from the Washington-based National Democratic
Institute went to Manila yesterday.

In addilion to four Americans and one New
Zealander, the NDI team also includes one civic rights
campaigner from Bangladesh, Feroz M Hassan, who
runs a business house when he is not worrying about
elections or the democratic process.

turmout testifying to the mood of optimism among the
electorate.

"Political parties, civic organisations and also gov-'

ernment officials felt the role of international observers
was essential in promoting confidence and participa-
tion in this year's Bulgarian elections”, Hassan said,
adding, "the presence of intermational observers and
local independent monitors can validate election results
in a country”.

One of the main features of the Bulgarian polls was
the parallel vote counts conducted by independent

groups, Hassan said. The tally sheets from each polling

centre was totalled up by those groups and later com-
pared with officially-announced results, To everyone's
relief, there was hardly any discrepancy between offi-
clal and independent counts, In other words, there had
been no "media coup”.

Organising parallel vole counts has been set as one
of the major aims of a new ctvic group called the Study
and Research Group on Democracy and Socio-demo-
cratic Development (SRG). which is a broad-based off-
shoot of RBRF coordinated by Hassan.

"Parallel vole counts was one of the methods with
which NAMFREL cxposed Ferdinand Marcos’s huge
fraud in 1986, and we thing such counts can help deter

' Mr. Feroz M. Hassan of Bangladesh (2nd from right) with other international delegates

visiting Bulgarian election officials.

“The main aim of this mission is to find out how the
coming elections In the Philippines will be run. and
whether local monitor groups will need any assistance
from NDI or other international observers during the
polls”, llassan, who heads the Remians Business and
Professional Forum (RDBPF), an association of old boys of
the Residential Model School engaged in commerce or
profcssions, said before flying olf yesterday.

Feroz Hassan and other members of the NDI team
will meet and discuss polls prospects with leading
members of Filipino society, such as government lead-
ers including Vice-President Salvador Laurel, media
personalitics, members of the Election Commission and
parliament members. And of course, Marcos's nemesis,
NAMFREL.

With the talking done and assessment made, NDI
will still require an invitation from the Filipino gov-
ernment before following up the current visit with an
observer team next year.

Feroz Hassan. who along with his RBRF colleagues
and other poll moniloring organisations helped the NDI
monitor our won parliamentary polls last February, al-
ready has one forcign poll monitoring under his belt.

He was Bangladesh's sole representative in the
International Election Observer Mission sent to oversee
the Bulgarian gencral clections Oct. 13 last, by the NDI
and the National Republican Institute (NRI) jointly. The
NI and the NRI are afliliated bodies of the Democratic

Ilqm parties of the United States respec-
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fraud in future polis in Bangladesh too”, Hassan said.

As yét, our Election Commission is not too keen on
the idea. and is not willing to instruct presiding officers
at polling centres to provide independent monitors
with copies of tally sheets.

"Bul we will be trying to persuade the EC to allow

independent groups to condugt parallel counts™, Hassan
said optimistically.

Things will not be easy here, Hassan admits. In the
Philippines, NAMFREL was able to mobilise over
500,000 volunteers in 1986 to keep a close watch on
polling centres. Whenever there was any report of in-
timidation at any centre, NAMFREL despatched truck-
loads of women chanting and singing. It worked. Not
even the automatic gun-totting hoodlums could fire on
singing women.

The SRG is also planning to undertake another
piece of monitoring that Hassan views as essential in
post-clection Bangladesh : parllament watch,

"How does one know how onc's member of parlia-
mernt is performing 7, he asks. So, the SRG will moni-
tor who is doing what in parbament. whit kind of legis-
lations are being proposed and enacled, what role indi-

vidual members are playing in the legislative proccss
elc.

"A minister is accountable to parliament, and MPs
are supposcd to be accountable to their constituents.
We will try and make it easier for people to understand
who s doing what in parllament. and thus help people
hold their MPs accountable for their actions in the
House”, Hassan saidd .

Before that can happen. the SRG will have to recruit
E:n ng gradustes and train them in the process ol par-
ent watch. After that, Hassan said, SRG will bring

uut regular bulletina in plain which
language mqrbudr

Reliance is not just a Name.
You can come and see
for yourself.

Hehmhaswmthatnammlumnmmmmany Reliance is here 10
meet the needs of a changing world. Our strong back-up of human resources, in-depth
market know-how and wealth of experience give us the strength o provide the security

for all your general insurance needs.

RELIANCE
INSURANCE

LIMITED

BSB BUILDING, 8 RAJUK AVENUE

DHAKA-1000, BANGLADESH

Phone PABX - 2401088 235080
Telex 671186 RIL BJ

-

EXPERIENCE “ STRENGTH * SECURITY .

Metropolitan

high quality protem to combat

malnutrition in Bangladesh

The pcople of Bangladesh
may soon expect a new source
of protein, reports UNB.

The country's scientists
-have developed an indigenous
technique to grow the "“future
food,” spirulina, a kind of very
tiny algae, being used around
the world as a high quality edi-
ble protein.

A group of scientists of
Bangladesh Council for
Scientific and Industrial Re-
scarch (BCSIR), who devel-
oped the technique, believe
that it could combat malnutri-
tion as the country suflers
chronic shortage of fish, meat
and vegetable.

The microscopic algaec is
considered to be the highest
source of protein with a rcla-
tively high amount of fron,
Vitamins A and B-12, the
BCSIR scientists say.

They hope that besides
combatting malnutrition, the
algae can also fight diabetes

and prevent 30,000 children
of the country going blind ev-
€ry year.

You can grow the plant in a
| 100-square-meter pond in
your garden and fits yiclds
provide the n daily re-
quirements of vitamin A for
about 2,000 infants or five
hundred adults.

Have it as health drink, or
mix in tea and soft drinks. You
can also prepare cake, biscuit,
noodles, soup, {icecream,
dessert and other culinary de-
lights out of this microscopic
stufl.

Those sulfering from
anaemia or rhcumatism or are
shy of being obese, start taking
spirulina, the BCSIR scientists
prescribe.

Spirulina won the title “The
best food of tomorrow” during
a 1974 FAO Conlference for its
exceptional food value.

The tasteless blue-green al-
gae grows in the high alkaline

water and is commercially
produced as food In many
countries in Europe, South
East Asia and Latin America.
In the nations,

business executives take spir-
ulina to relax from stress, jog-

gers and athletes take it for
quick energy synthesis, and
trekkers and back-packers
carry it as a survival food.
Opening a seminar on spir-
ulina here at the Alliance
Francise today, Education
Minigter Zamiruddin Sircar
suggested that besides being a
nutricnt, an emergency stock
of the algae could be used to
tackle unwarranted natural

disasters like flood, drought

and cyclone,

Malnutrition and night
blindness, the major health
problems confronting the
country, could be minimised
by largescale cansumption of
the plant, he said.

Organised by the Centre for

Two Qatari
painters due
In City
tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

Two world [amous Qatari
painters Ali Hasan Al-Jaber,
and Salman [brahim Al-Maleki
arrive in Dhaka tomorrow
(Tuesday) to attend the on-go-
ing fifth Asian biennial art ex-
hibition.

Jaber s the head of the
Exhibitions Department and
Maleki the chief of Decoration
Department of the Qatar
National Museum. The two
Qatari painters have made
their mark in the world of

paintings.
The Qatari Charge d’
Aflaires Mr Mohammed

Abdulla Al-Sabaie told this cor-
respondent on Sunday that his
country’'s participation in the
Asian art exhibition reflected
deep bonds of brotherhood
and friendship with
Bangladesh. "Cultural and other
relations of Qatar with
Bangladesh will continue' to
grow in the coming days,” Mr
Abdullah Al-Sabaie firmly said.
The Qatari envoy said his
country has earned finesse in

art and culture across the
world. "We will be keen to

share our ences with the

brotherly people of
Bangladesh,” he added.

CPB reiterates
call for consensus

on national issues

By Staff Correspondent

Effective party initiatives to
check terrorism, price-hike ol
cssentials and deterioration of
law and order were empha-

sised at a central committee |

mecting the CPB yesterday.

Party General Secretary
Nurul Islam Nahid in his re-
port placed at the meeting
also reiterated the CPB's call
for consensus on the national
issues and the acute problems.

The two-day meeting began
at the party central o with
Saifuddin Ahmed Manik,
president of the CPB, in the
chair.

The Gencral Secretary's
report also observed that such
a consensus was a imperative
for establishing democracy,
social
tional development as men-
tioned in the recently held

fifth congress of the party.

The mecting also elected
five presidium members of the
party. They are: Roy,
Mujahidul Islam Selim, Md
Nurul Islam, Dr Wajedul Islam
Khan and Abul Kalam Azad.
Besides, six members of the
party secretariat elected iIn

the m:ctint are: Mukul
Choudhury, Lutfar Rahman,
Mozammel Hossain Manju,

Abul hem, MM Akash and

justice and ensuring na- |

Plea for compulsory fine
arts in pry school level

The two-day international
seminar on Asian Arts con-
cluded in Dhaka Sunday with
recommendations for compul-
sory incorporation of Fine Arts
in the primary level education
curricula of the countries in
the region, reports UNB.

The seminar, held in con-
nection with the inaugural of
the 5th Asian Art Biecnnale
Bangladesh 1991 in the capi-
tal, also suggested setting up ol
an Asian Artist Foundation in
Dhalea. :

Artistes from 13 Asian
countrics and representatives
from France and Soviet Union

articipated in the seminar
Ecld at the Shilpakala Academy
auditorium.

They observed that Asian
Arts regained its prestigious
legacy using indigenous format
and style and hoped that it
would flourish further ofl- set-

German expert
speaks on
democracy
today

Prof. E.O. Czempiel of the
Department of International
Relations of J.W. Goethe
University; Franklurt will de-
liver a speech today (Monday)
at 430 pm at the German
Cultural Centre on "Democracy
and Federalism as Organising
Principles of Modern
Government”.

Profl Czempiel came to
Dhaka for three days on invita-
tion of German Cultural
Centre, Goethe Institute,
Dhala.

He will deliver another
speech tomorrow [Tucsday) at
4 pm at the same venue for the
teachers and students of
International Relations of
Dhaka University on "World
Policy of thc Federal Republic
ol Ge

Earlier on Sunday Prof
Czempiel spoke on the same
topic at the Bangladesh
Institute of International and
Strategic Studies (BIISS).

Monday
5.00 Opening

Programme Summary
5.15 Reading from the Geeta
5.20 News in
5.30 Cartoon Film : The
Yearling
5.65 Sports programme:
Wrestling
6.30 Deocumen Film on
SAARC rence
7.068 TV debate competition
8.00 News in Bangla
8.30 Janamat
9.00 Surer Bhuban : Songs
10.00 =e'l in n!:‘:'!h-h
10.256 Parllament Roundup
10.40 Fiim Show : Hot Pursuit
11.30 Khabar /The News
11.45 Closing

W
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Light main or drizzle is likely places
Khulna and Chittagong divisions during the next 24 hours il

6 pm today, reports UND.

at one or two over

Mect offlice says weather ts, however, may remain mainly

dry elsewhere across the country

Nigl lempcrlturt is Ilh:ly to rematn nearly unchanged

Sunday's mn:imum

Celstus and the minimum 22.1

ture in Dhaka was 28.5 degree

Country’'s lowest

16.5 degree Celsius was recorded at Dinajpur.

of humidity was 78 in the morning

70 In

the evening. .
Sun sects today (Monday) at 5.18 pm and rises tomorrow
(Tuesday) at 6.07 am.
Ttmpeﬂtuuuﬁhunﬂtyhmﬁhuﬂmn
Su were:
Cities Temperature Humidity
Max Min 2 am 6 pm
Dbk 285 22.1 [
Chittagong 27.7 229 RS
Khulna 308 21.0 78
Parisal 28.2 238 :
Sylhet 30.0 19.1
Rangpur 29.4 17.0 80

ting its backlash in the context
of contemporary world art.

The seminar, split in to
three sessions, were chaired
by Paritosh Sen of India,
Mulaidee Mahmood of Malaysia

and Syed Jahangir of
Bangladesh.
Gerard Jurigera of France,

Kim Ar Bhang of North Korea,
Hu Jin Ju of China, Kuruda
Raijee of Japan, Anna
Mohammad Zaripav of Soviet
Union, Mukesh Malla of Nepal,
Gazala Mesbah of Pakistan and
Rabiul Hussain, Dr Syed
Manfjurul Islam and others
fromd the home side partici-
pated in the discussion, said a
press release.

Release of Suu
- Kyi1 demanded

Bangladesh Human Rights
Commission Sunday demanded
release of Nobel Pcace Prize
Winner Burmese leader Aung
San Suu Kyi who is critically ill
in Rangoon alter going on
hunger strike, rcports UNB.

The Commission iIn a
statement expressed indigna-
tion in her unlawful arrest by
the ruling milftary junta State
Law and Order Restoration
Council (SLORC) and termed it
as [lagrant violation of human
rights. -

It called upon the United
Nations and United States to
intervene in the matter relat-
ing to transgression ol human
rights by the Myanmar ruling
clique.

In a signed statement
Secretary General of the
Commission M Saiful Islam
Dildar demanded mobilisation
of world public opinion in
favour of release of the de-
tained Burmese leader Suu Kyi
and an end to torture and op-
pression allegedly being per-

trated upon the people's
mdcr.

Scientific and Technological
Information (CESTI), the sem-
inar was also addressed,
among others, by Deputy
Leader of Jatiya Sangsad Prof
Badruddoza Chowdhury, Fre-

nch Ambassador Serge

- Degallaix and Alliance Francise

Director Andre Ra

Badruddoza Cl‘nwdhuq said
consumption of spirulina
should be made popular to re-
duce child and maternal mor-
tality in the country.

Iiimself a physician, Dr
Chowdhury told UNB that doc-
tors of the country could play a
vital role in popularising the
use ol spirulina.

A host of scicntists, repre-
sentatives of donor agencics
and NGOs attcnded the day-
long seminar titled *Use of al-
gac — A means to combat mal-
nutrition.”
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AMIE exams
1{{0111 Nov 11

postponed examina-
tions of AMIE sections ‘A’ and
‘B’ have been rescheduled and
will commence from Novem-
ber I, says an Institution of
Engincﬂn press release on

The revised programme of
the examination has been pub-
lished and sent to all examina-
tion centres. All examinces
have been requested to contact
their respective centres.

4th Nov, 1991
Toourbeloved
little Cousin
Roshni, who
lives far away
' in Toronto,

Canada Many happy re-
turns of the day.

Shena & Sheahan Bhaiya
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just for you

The Baily Star is pleased to introduce a new
column where individuals and erganisations can
publish Birthday and Anniversary Greetings,
Congratulatory and Condolence Messages,
Well/Good-Luck Wishes, Birth/Death Announce-
ments, In Memoriam, etc. at nominal charges.

For booking details please contact :
Advertisement Manager
Phone : 246023-4, 863035
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GOLD LEAF

ITF MEN'S SATELLITE
CIRCUIT, DHAKA 91

Venue

November 02 - 08,1991
Tennis Complex

Ramna Green, Dhaka




