"Undoubtedly onc most
demonsiration of

scrious dialoguc
would be to stop Lhe scille-
ment activity in the occupicd |
territorfes. | think that were

ate response,” he said.

Pankin, co-chairman of the
conference with US Sccrclary
of State James Baker, said
Moscow was convinced bilat-
eral talks should start in
Madrid “without hlmh: th;:
fmpetus and pace we have al-
ready developed.

. Baker said later the bilatcral
talks between lsracl and cach

scttle-
must include Ilsracli
withd rnul from the Weslt

Bank, Caza rllndﬂnlln

Heights, as well as lsracli
n of a Mulestinian

right to self-determination.

"The return of those lands
to their lc owners will
transform inter-state borders
into bridges of communica-
tion,” he said.

“Statemcents by participants
in the conference shown
once more that the solution to
this (Palestinian) problem
should probably pass through
intecrmediale -s- MAtual
trust is al a very ebb”.

Mainly Sunni Muslim cler-
ics, aller Friday praycers and in

recsponse to calls from
Lebanese and Palestinian fun-
damentalist groups, led an es-
timated 2,000 people through
Sidon.

MADRID, Nov 2: Part onc of
the Middie East Peace process

is over, but Madrid's
tional nightmares are ;‘1“-
ning again, reports Reuter.

three-day conlerence

that brought lsrael and Arabs
together after five wars in 43
years focused on ceremony and
lpetchﬂ It was held In

neo-Classical butlding normally
used as a musecum.

Now authorities are looking
for somewhere smaller where
Israc] and each of its Arab foes
can falk aboul talks and their
location. The place must be
discreet enough for old foes to
have a flaming row without dis
turbing the neighbours.

y wont ‘be

in the

MADRID: Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk al
Shara displays an old wanted notice for Israeli Premier

Yitzhak Shamir (bearing

headshot portrait) during his

speech before members of the peace conference here.

— AFP/UNB photo

Just their get-together was

we've done some-
* Bush said at a po-

litical rally here. "We've done
something that the most cyni-
cal believed we can never do.”

I don't know what's going
to happen .... but it was a suc-
cess to just hrlng those partics
together, and it was hard
work, and you had to stand up
against the skeptics.... whether
it succeeds or not, it's worth
the effort,” the President

Shamir-Levy rift leads
to return of top officials

JERUSALEM, Nov 2 : Top
offictals of the Israeli Foreign
Ministry, iIncluding its
Director-General Yossel Addas,
have returned home f[rom
Madrid as a result of friction
between Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shamir and his F
Minister David Levy, Isracl
Television reported late

, reports AFP.
who returned aboard
the same plane as Shamir, said
that Foreign Ministry offlicials
in the Isracli to the
Madrid peace conference had
been given the green light to

return home by Levy.
According to the television,
Levy sought in this way to

protest against officials of his

ministry being

sidelines of the Negotiations by
Shamir's entourage.

refused to go Lo

aflter Shamir decided

to head the Israeli delegation

himself.

The report said Addas

complained that Foreign

Ministry officials had only been

pul in charge of negotiations
with Lebanon, considered of

lesser impertance

kept on the |

a success, says Bush

added.

It was the second time in as
many days that Bush used the
Middle East peace conference,
which his administration
sponsored and strove for ardu-
ously for eight months, to
counter Democratic attempts
to upset his reelection bid in
1992

Bush returned Wedncsday
from Madrid, where he at-
tended the opening of the
pcace confercnce together
with Sovicl President Mikhail
Gorbachev. In a markedly
party-oriented speech, similar
to one he gave Thursday in
Houston, Bush lambasted the
House of Rcpresentatives’
number two Democrat,
Majority Whip David Bonior of
Michaigan, who, when DBush
was in Madrid, noted the
President’s absence, stressing
that Bonior had to tackle some
of the nations’ most pressing
problems.

"*I'm sorry, | don't care,
what this littlc man thinks. I'm
going to kecp 'on leading and
try to do my best for the
United States of America and
peace, for his kids and for my
kids. Let him carp, let him
criticize,” Bush said.

Where symbols play a role in
T-shaped negotiating table

MADRID, Nov 2: An empty
chair, an old photograph, a
checkered kefliyeh, reports
AP.

Symbols have taken on
enormous importance in a

Middle East conference
where delegates speak the
same language — h — but
do not seem to understand
each other.

Even before the talks got
underway at Madrid's 18th

the Hall Columns

the opening sessions

took place was that tl:-l Arab

speakers delivering r ar-

guments to an empty Isracli
scal at the table.

negotiating
Primie Minister Yitzhak

Shamir had left it vacant when
he departed for Israel after his
opening rebuttal.

Isracli delegates said
Shamir left to avoid traveling
on the Sabbath, a violation of
Jewish law, and antagonizing
his governing coalition part-
ners of the rcligious right.
I::jr ?Idd:hc Arabs knew

ul his departure days
and denied it was a snub. gl

But chief Palestinian nego-
tiator llaidar Abdul-Shafi criti-
the

cizcd Shamir for leaving
table early, saying the peace
talks were more important.

Syrian Foreign Minister
Farouk al-Sharaa also scolded

Shamir, telling the conference
his early departure showed the
Israclis "were taking the pace
confercnce lightly".

Al-Sharaa then brnndizhed
his own symbel to punctuate a
personal attack against the

Isracli Primg Minister: a 1984
"wanted poster” photograph of
Shamir.

The British had suspected
Shamir, then a member of the

underground Stern Gang or-
ganisation, of involvement in
the assassination of a UN envoy
to what was then Palcsline,

Al a press conference later,

al-Sharaa refused to answer a -

question posed by rcporter
llana Dyan of Israel. He said
the reporter was unfairly using
a loudspcaker to ask a question
in the crowded news confer-
ence,

At times, the dclegales
themselves appear [rustrated
over allempls to inlerpret ev-
ery detail of their demeanor.

Erckat has been accused of
trying to anger Israclis by
‘'wearing the kefliych, a tradi-
tional headdress used by
Palcstine Liberation
Organization ' leader Yasir

Arafat, among others.

The Israclis refuse to nego-
tiate with the PLO, which they
consider a terrorist organiza-
tion. But it is an open secret
that the PLO is deeply involved
in the participation of

- Palestinian delegates to the

conference.

——————. e ——————

Focus on

palace.” said onc Spanish offi-
cial. “The meclings are on a

different level now. It
wouldn't be appropriate.”
Despite all the

signs are that bilateral meet-
ings between lsracl and each
of its Arab foes will open in
Madrid on Sunday.

No onc is quite sure where
yet, but Spanish officials at the
conference press centre, a
hastily-converted glass and
steel exhibition hall, are sizing

up some modest palaces
around town.
Three hot prospects on the

unofficial list are stately but
not too grand, central yet
within reach of the 5,000-
strong army of journalists—
and available from Sunday.
There is the Parcen Palace,
a rangy three-storey building
with wrought iron balconics
and clegant shutters. Formerly
the Madrid music conserva-
tory, it is now the Justice

Ministry.

Then there is the
Viana Palace in the
labyrinthine heart . of old

Madrid. It is part of the
Foreign Ministry.

Or there is the secluded
square stonc buflding in the
business district that is home
to the state-owned industrial

holding company, ngh:nnl
Institute ol Indusitry.

After three days ol playing
pcace capital, Madrid, swarm-
ing with 12,000 police and
troops forming a talks security

cordon, 18 becoming keen on
screnity.
Oflicials are desperate to

crasc¢ the pre-conference
panic of having to rustle up ar-
rangements at very short no-
tice.

Now they boast they can
scleet  confercnce locations
and organise mass sceurity at
the drop of a hat. The logistics
arc not a problem, they say.

"All  the plans are taken
carc of, everything,” insisted
one official.  "It's all totally
normal..."

But he added wryly: "As far
as you can call this normal.”

Another rcport adds: Arabs
hcads ol dclegations to the
Middle East Peacce Conference
failed to agree on Friday when
to start the next phase of

= —m - —

A new step
towards
peace, says
Egypt

MADRID, Nov 2 : Egyptian
Foreign Minister Amr Moussa
on Friday played down dis-
putes at the Middle East con-
ference, saying the gathering
was ncw step lowards peace,
rcporis Reuter.

"It is dcﬁnilely a slep to-
wards peace. | don't want to be
overly optimistic, but the
peace process has in fact be

gun,” he told a news confer-
cnee,

The [irst speech-making
phase of the conference ended
in Madrid on Friday with a an-
gry exchange ol accusations
between Israel and Syria and
dispute over where the next
phase, involving bilateral tatks,
should be held.

"We should not be con-
cerned by the continuation of
such debate,” Moussa said. "

belicve that negotiations will

take place as agreed”.

' will be a beginning,
| Sunday, of bilateral negotia-

l

| to take

"Rest assured that there
starting on

tions."

The Arabs want these talks
place in Madrid. Israel
has so far only agreed to a

1/ Madrid meeting to discuss an-

other venue, which 1t would
like to see in the -‘Middle East.

ME talks

Part one of ME talks over, but
organisational nightmares begin

Middle East peace negotiations
with Isracl.
"We have not agreed on a
dlh:. Forcign Minister
Al-Shara reporiers
I.l"l.l'l' three-hours of talks
which followed statements by
Israch leaders that the talks
would open in Madrid on

~ Sunday.

The meecting was also at-
tended by the Foreign
Ministers of Jordan, Lebanon
and Egypt and the Head of
the Palestintan Delegation to
the talks, Haidar Abdcl-Shafl, a
Saudi rcpresentative attended
the talks.

The spokesman for the
Palestintans

Hanan Ashrawi

said carlicr on F
Pllc-tl-mluu In -t-rt
direct talks with israel on

Arab diplomats in Madnd
said consuliations would re-
sume on Saturday lo sort out
remaining obstacles Lo the

talks opening the following

ference were concluded car-
Mer on Friday.

U.S Secretary of State
James Baker, the conference
masiermind, spoke of continu-
ing disagreement about the
venue of the [ace-to-face talks
between Isracl and cach of
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Arab nicghbours. He said that
Washington and Moscow, the
cofference co-sponsors,
fawured holding the talks in
the Spanish capital.

fsracl has since agreed to |

attend a first ses-

Deputy Foreign Minister
min Netanyahu told a
news conference that
Isr@el would propose at this
firsl, brief session that later
talles would alternate between
iIsrael and each of its
urs.

MADRID : Soviet Minister for Foreign AfTairs Boris Pankin (L) discusses with US
Secretary of State James Baker, during a break at the session of the Middle East peace

conference.

— AFP/UNB photo

'Your place or mine’ dispute
holding up peace talks

MADRID, Nov 2: On the face of
it, the argument seems
pcily. But the Israel-Arab
clash over where to hold
their direct talks goes to
the heart of the twin issues
that divide them: land and
acccplance, reports AP.

Israel wants the talks — the
ncxt phase of the Middle
East peace conlerence —
held alternately in an Israeli
and an Arab city.

Syria wants them on ncutral
ground, and Madrid seems
as good a place as any,
having hosted the first
phase of the conference
this weck.

US offlicials, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said
Friday night that alter
Sunday's session, US
Secretlary of State James A
Baker 1l simply may issue
invitations for subsequent
talks even without pror
commitments from the
partics to attend. They said
Washington was a possible
compromise site,

Going to Isracl for negotiations
and inviting Israclis to Syria
for talks would imply
recognition — which Syria
is determined to withhoild
unless Israecl gives back all
the Arab lands it captured
in the 1967 Midecast war

"This raises a question In our
minds whether they really
want peace,” said Israel's
deputy ‘foreign minister,
Benjamin Netanyahu. "They
really haven't accepted the
legitimacy of Israel.”

"We are prepared to move (o
the Middle East if we have
an Iindependent state in
which we can hold the
bilaterals,” said Hasan
Ashrawi, "But we are a
people under occupation,
and we cannot negotiate
under duress.” Israel fcars
holding the talks away from
region would invite foreign
participation and outside
pressurc. It also argues that
holding the talks away from
the immediate region would
put Israel to a lot of

i::p:nlt and inconvenience.

Even agreeing to an inter-
national opening of the
talks and their location in
Madrid were painful
concessions for Israel,
made only under pressure
from the United States. The
Americans’ promised the
intcrnational phase would
be short and would be
followed immediately by
direct talks.

Goilng across the border to
Syria or Lebanon for talks
would also ease the
frustrating isolation felt by
Israelis, surrounded by
hostile Arab states.

"We cannot and we do not seek
to barge our way into the
Arab capitals,” Netanyahu
said.

Netanyahu said all the suc-
cessful negotiations
between Israel and the
Arabs over the past 43 years
were held in the region and
were reached face-to-face.

But the record shows
otherwise.

Bilateral talks in Madrid
may be short-lived

JERUSALEM; While
Isracl's Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir has said bilatcral talks
with the Arabs will go ahcad in
Madrid, therc arc signs they
could be short-lived, reports
Reuter,

"Our people are going to a
meeting on Sunday”, Shamir
said, arriving back from the
Spanish capital on Friday afier
a stormy [inal scssion of the
Middle East pcace conference.

i

"Our intention is nol to con-
tinue ncgotiations in Madrid
but there will be discussions
and we'll see where things
lead.”

Statc-run radio and televi-
sfon said the Israeli represcn-
tatives would leave Madrid on
Monday whether or not
agrcement was reached on, the
venue for the bilateral talks.

Israel Television's diplo-
matic corrcspondent said

with olive branches in their hands, in Ramallah in the ncrupaed West Bank.

flights back to Isracl had al-
ready bcen reserved and that
Shamir had instructed delega-
tion members to return to
Israel regardless of the out-
come ol Sunday's talks.

Shamir wants the face-to-
face discussions to be held in
the Middle East, alternating
between Israel and each Arab
state.

"We think it {s important
the process will continue in
the region. This has political
significance — when they come
lo us and we go to them {t
creates an atmosphere of

ss for mgyving closer to
peme Shamir said.
All

the Arab dclcgatiﬂnl
haw ruled out talks in Israel.

"There arc problems in

| general within the Arab dele-

gatfons, but it is primarily
Syria that is lirmly opposed to

: | the peace treaty and Lo bilat-

conference, demonstrate

— AFP/UNB photo

cral talks,” Deputy Foreign
Ministcr Benjamin Netanyahu
told Israel Television.

Syria's Foreign Minister
anuq Al-Shara raiscd doubts
over Sunday's talks when, alter
a mecting late on Friday with
other heads of Arab dclega-
tions, he said date had not
been agreed for the start of di-

. reet negotiations.

The prospects for talks

were not enhanced by Israeli |

attacks on pro-lranian largcts

| 1s South Lebanon on Friday.

Israeli warplancs and artillery
hammered pro-lranfan gueril-
las Intent on "holy war” to sab-

ot the peace talks in
M%:I.
Isracli official who asked

not to be named said an

|

" battle Israeli

RAMALLAH,

|
i

!ii[sl

%

:
!
:

MADRID, Nov 2:

holding back, but Fulr.:lttnh.r-.‘
Jordanians and Israclis say

they are ready to meet in

Madrid on to talk about
arrangements for the tou
bargaining ahead for le
East peace, reports AP. |

Arab delegates met ay
without resolving their dis-
agreement, and sources said
contacts would continue on
Saturday.

An Arab oflicial,
on condition of mm
the Syrians wantced to wait two
or three days before sitting
down with the Israclis to dis-
cuss procedures for onec-on-
one talks. There are also plans
for separate ncgotiations be-
tween Israel and the
Jordanian-Palestinian team,
and between Israel and
Lebanon il all parties agree to
mecel Sunday to plan for the bi-
lateral talks, they will have to
rcsolve a major issue before
those talks can begin — where
they will be held.

Israel wants the one-on-one
negotiations to take place in
the Middle East. Arabs that
amounis to a request for de
facto recognition of the Jewish
state, something they consider
a bargaining chip.

US Secretary of State J
Baker, who spent ef
months persuading the
states to come to Madrid,
to spur thear on to the next
stage.

"From the pective of
most of the rest of the world,
it would be very difficult to un-
derstand -how a parily could
now refuse to attend ral
negotiations simply because of
a disagrecment over the site,”
said Baker.

The Israclis want the bilat-
cral negotiations Lo alternate
between Israel and the Arab
countries, which in efleect
mcan Syrian, Lebanese,
Jordanian and Palestinian
recognition of the Jewish
siate.

Syrian Forefgn Minister
Farouk al-Sharaa said Friday
that he would be happy to
continue talking in Madrid.

Hanan Ashrawi, spokes-
woman for the Palestinians,
also rejccted the I[sraell
invitation.

"This raiscs a question in
our minds whether they | tl'l

Arabs ) really want Feu.'c
said Israel's dcpulr oreign
minister, Benjamin

“They really haven't m*
the legtimacy of Israel.”

Mrs Ashrawi said Lhe
Palestinians are prepared to
move the negotiations to the
Middle East "if we have an in-

dependent state in which we
can hold the bilaterals.”



