DHAKA SUNDAY NOVEMBER 3, 199]

Dhaka Day by Day =
Earning by the Sweat of

Their Young Brow

by A.S.M. Nurunnabi

The little load-carriers at many city bazars
popularly known as ‘mintis’ are an omnipresent
phenomenon which visitors to'a
miss. Most of thcm are of tender ringln%
from eight to [ilteen years. The only tool o
their trade fs a big-sized basket, which often

load of purchases.
Any insinuation of a light-hearted approach

can never on this issue is against my grain, since behind it

looms grim and p-oignant struggles for survival

being waged by beings more expected to attend
schools or play games than to shoulder the

serves them as a cover from sun and rains.

financial hurdm ol their [amilies nl thcir tender

Tender-age ‘mintis’ ready to accost a customer :

- Their stralegy to catch customers is diverse.
While mos{ of them keep a steady vigil at the
entry points lo a bazar, some of them take up
positions at vantage niches a few paces ahead nf
the entry points. \I’Itlh:ryuuwa]ktn ride a
rickshaw or move in a car, you are sure to
accost them with their appeal-suffused visages.
ﬂtcnlpm-gllcnncllmgth:mmnﬂnahﬂ

to sprint after cars or other motor-vehicles
supposedly carrying bigger customers.

As there is a tide in the aflairs of man, so
dlso there is such a tide in their life. The high
tide at the initial period of every month
when liquidity position of buyers fis

satisfactory. Even at other times,
their custom tends to pick up alter office-hours
when a majority of buyers at the bazars are
ladies who cannot do without their services
under compulsive circumstances. They,
however, hit the jackpot only before any big
festival, when the crowd of buyers are
hard put to get helping hands to carry their

‘"Dhaka Past, Present and Future' to |

L e

struggles for survival.

Ismail, agéd 12, works as a ‘minti' in the
Dhaka's New Market area. His younger brother
Masum, aged 9, also follows the same
occupation. Hailing from a remote village in
Jessore district, they lost their father a few
years ago, and came over lo Dhaka with their
mother in search of livelihood. The two
i:lrnpt:ru earn about Tk. 50 to 60 together,

of which goes to meet their daytime food
expenses. They hand over the balance of their
hard-earned-income at night to their mother
who works as a maid-servant in a nearby
locality. Only at night they take their
frugal meals with their mother in their
miserable hovel.

This story is perhaps typical of the

background of all other creatures of their genre
and casts a lurid light on a social phenomenon
which has no name other than a heartless
exploitation of child labour.

 help evolve proper urban planning

Mayor of Dhaka City Mirza
Abbas Saturday called upon the
and ex to

Hossain,

Sharfuddin presided over the
function while its Sccretary
General Profl. Syed Anwar
Dr Sharil Uddin

Speaking on the occasion,
Prof M Shamsul Huq urged the
rcsearchers to find out ways
and means for solving the

y
Museum and Faculty of
Architecture and Planning.

Chatirman of the University
GCrants Commission Prol M

Huq was on
special

the occasion as
President of the Asiatic

1

Ahmed, Prol. Nazrul Islam and
Prof. Abu H Imamuddin spoke
on the occasion.

Mirza Abbas that the
seminar would not only high-
light the problems of Dhaka
City lfe and possible solutions
but also the problems and
prospects of urban life of

Bangladesh as a whole.

Dwelling on the great her-
itage of the Dhaka city, its his-
lory and developments and its
present and future possibili-
ties, Mirza Abbas hoped that
the book "Dhaka Past, Present
and Future” would help the
politigians and administrators
develop correct policies for

proper planning of its future
development.

Fifty eminent scholars and
experts from home and abroad
have contributed their re-
search in the 680-page

sent difficulties of the
centres taking into considcera-
tion the socio- economic per-
spective of the country.

The objectives of the semi-
nar was to evaluate the re-
scarches on the various
aspects of the urban life of
Dhaka and other cities and
towns of the country and to
examine the prospects of ap-

plying the ﬂnzinp of such re-
scarches to improve the qual-
ity of urban life.

Six papers on "urban poor:
Low income settlement,”
"Power, politics and urban
progress,” "Role of architec-
tural research in housing sec-
tor,” "Conservation and .
vation of historical bufldings,”
"Municipal [financing In
Bangladesh” and “Transport
development” were presented
in different sessions of the
scminar.

Suspension of BCL
activities on DU
campus hailed

By Staff Correspondent

15 intellectuals and 21
physicians in scparate state-
ments on Saturday hailed the
Awami League Chief and
Leader of the Opposition
Shetkh Hasina for her decision
to suspend the activities of

Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) in the Dhaka University

campus.

They also expressed re-
seniment for not a simi-
lar measure for Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal JCD) Prime
Minister Begum Zia.

They demanded immediate '
[ suspension of JCD activities on

the campus.

The physicians in a state-
ment said the Prime Minister

should also take actions
the armed cadre of JCD.
The

intellectuals in their
statement said of the
terrorists from the JCD would

upgrade the imnge of BNP.

The signatories to the
statements includes Profl Ataur
Rahman, Prof Fazlur Rahman,
Dr Khorshed Anwar, Dr
Tolazzal Hossain, Profl MA
Kader, Dr Tofazzal Karim, Dr
Abu Zalar and others.
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Discussion on
Qudrat-e-Khuda
today

In observance of the 14th
death anniversary of the fa-
mous scientist and education-
ist of the sub-continent, Dr. M.
Qudrat-e-Khuda a dilnunhn
titled "Chotader Qudrat-e-
Khuda" will be held today at 3
pm at the Scicnce Museum
Auditorium at Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar here, BSS.

Jointly organised by the
Scicnee Museum and Scicnce
Service, a non-governmental
voluntary organisation; the dis-
cussion will be presided over
by the Joint Secretary of the
Science and Technology
Dtvision, Mrs. Khodeza Azam.

Prof. Ali Asgar of
Engineering University will be
the main speaker at the dis-
cussion. Among others,
Director of the Museum Dr.
Mobarak Ali Akhand and

‘daughter of Dr. Qudrat-e-

Khuda and a Principal
Scientific Officer of BCSIR.
Hosnera Khan will take part in
the discussions. :

JU first year
(Hons) classes
begin

first ycar classes of
Ja.hmw University began
Saturday, BSS.
A total of 687 studcnts have
been admitted in 18 depart-

- ments of the university [rom

18,041 applicants this year.
The JU authority has decided
to introduce ncw subject "are-
hacology” first of its kind in
any Bangladeshi university.
The authority has also de-
cided to withdraw subsidiary
subjects [rom honours courses.
The -students of honours cla-
sses will now take up an in-

- tegrated course.

-5 Chhatra Union
leaders
join JCD

Five leaders and activists of
Bangladesh Chhatra Union
(BCU) Jahangirnagar Univer-
sity Unft disconnecled their
relations with thec organisation
and joined Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal JCD) being inspired by the
ideology of late president Ziaur
Rahman, JCD sources said,
reports BSS.

The aclivists and leaders
arc Publicity Sccretary, Palash
Chowdhury, Office Secretary,
A.K.M. Shah Alam Biplob,
committece member, Swaib
Ahmed and other two activists
Jewel and Shawan.

Mecanwhile, a BCU, JU Unit,
press relcase Saturday said
that they had expelled ity

three oflice-bearers for what
thcy mll-ed "anti organisation

Speaal prayer
on Nov 7

The government has re-
qucsled the nt com-
millees of mosques, temples,
churches and other places of
worship to organise special
mﬂi on National Solidarity

Revolution Day on Novem-
ber 7, reports BSS.

The programmes for the
day include special prayers and
milad mahflils for the progress
and prosperity of the nation in
the mosques and special

prayers in other places ol wor-
ship, an official hlmlurul said.’
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Nasiruddin Birth
Day Celebration

Committee
A 64-member '

Nasiruddin Birth A
Celebration Committee'
been formed with Begum Sufih
Kamal and Dr. Anisuzzaman d
President and GOencral
Secrctary respectively fto
ceicbrate the 104th
ol the litterateur and

on IB mm

The mrmﬂltnc was inmuﬁ
at a meeting held recently dl
National Museum with Sardat
Fazlul Karim in the chair, says
& press release.

Other offlice-bearcrs of the
committee include, Vice-
presidents Dewan Mohammad -
Azraf, Shawkat Osman, Kabir
Chowdhury and Dr. Nilima
Ibrahim, Treasurer, Dr.
Abdullah Al-Muti Sharfuddin
and Joint Secrcilariecs Rashid
Haidar, Malidul Huq and
Makbula Manzoor.

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury Saturday said
stern actions would be taken
against those who had misap-
propriated funds of differcnt
Cooperalive Socicties in the
country, reports BSS.

Spcaking as the chicl guest
at a function organised in ob-
servance of the 20th National
Cooperative Day, the Home
Minister said the corrupt co-
operative leaders should be
punished to free the socictics
from such people. lie directed
the Registrar of Cooperative to
submit list of such persons. .

Chowdhury said coopecrative
was a good system for socio-
economic development of the
rural people and the urban
poor, but "touts and batpars”
had damaged this movement.

He said under the directive
of the Prime Minister, the
government wanted to con-
sider the cases of genuine
wcavers who could not repay
their loans. But no application

. was received so far as 95 per
cent of the loan recipients
were fake, he added.

He said the government
wanted to improve the socio-
economic condition of the ru-
ral people through coopera-
tives as it was one of the three
systems of economic activities
ineorporated in the constitu-
tion. But during the last 30-40
years crores of Taka had been
misappropriated by the cor-
rupt cooperative leaders and
fake societies.

Organised by Bangladesh
Jatiya Samabaya Union (BJSU),
the function was also ad-
dressed by State Minister for
Finance, Mujibur Rahman,
Chairman of Bangladesh
Cooperative Insurance,
Salahuddin MP and Registrar
of Coo Mahfujul Islam.
' BJSU General Secretary M
Shahidullah, Vice-President
Hasan Ali Sarder, Chairman of
Bangladesh Jatiya Samabaya
Bank, Habibur Rahman Sarker,

Chairman of Jatiya Mahila
Cooperative - Society, Mrs
Ashraful Mosharral and
Bangladesh Auto Rickshaw
Samabaya Federation,
Chairman Mokaddes Hnunln.
were the other s

Chairman Liagat AN pruided
over the function.

State Minister Mujifbur
Rahman said the dishonest co-
operative lcaders remained
engaged in litigations against
each other and fafled to uphold
the ideal of cooperatives to the
people.

Referring to agricultural
loans which were not sanc-
tioned to, the Cooperative
Societies for the last 10 years,
the State Minister said he
would examine the case. He
said many agricultural loans
were misappropriated by the
corrupt leaders without dis-
bursing them and in some
cases the recalised loans were
not dcpasited with the bank.

Salahuddin MP called upon

80,000 cooperative societies fake

top.

He said 80,000 out of
1,20,000 registered
Cnopcrntm Socicties were
fake. He introduc-

Golden Jubilee of |

Lady Brabourne
College celebrated

By Staff Correspondent

The birth anniversary of late
A K Fazlul Haque and the
Golden Jubilee of the Lady
Brabourne College of Calcutta
was ceclebrated at the WVA au-
ditorfum on October 27.

Organised by the Lady
Brabourne College Old
Students Association, the
function was addressed by
Fatema Salam, Jahan Ara
Rahman, Latil Akhand, Rokeya
Rahman Kabir, Jahan Imam,
Razia Banu, Begzadi Mahmooda
Nasir, Khurshid Alam and
Begum Hamida Khanam.

The speakers spoke on the
life and achievement of AKM
Fazlul Haque and his contribu-
tion in all ficlds

DMC Teachers

ASSOC executives

SSMCH Correspondent

Prol Gulsan Ara and Dr Quzi
Shahidul Alam have been
elected President and
Secretary respectively of
Dhaka Medical College
Teachers Association for the
year 199]-92.

Prof Aktheruzzaman and
Prof Nurul Anwar have been
elected as Vice- Presidents.

The other members are Dr
Nazmun Nahar, DrAS @ M
Sadeq, Dr K K Nazmul Huda,
Dr Motahar Hossain, Dr S M
Fazlur Rahman, Dr A B
Bhuityan, Dr A Z M Zahid
Hossain, Dr Shekh Nesaruddin
and Dr Paruque Ahmed.

Obituary

Khandaker Rafiqul Huq, a
scnior broadcaster in the
Bangla Service of Voice of
America died of cardiac arrest
on Friday in Washinglon.

He was 68, reports BSS.

Born in the distriet of
Faridpur, Khandaker Raliqul
joined the Unfled States

temperature is lkely to remain nearly unchanged

over Lthe country. Meanwhile, the weather remained mainly
dry over the country on Saturday,
The lowest temperature of 18.2 degree Celsius was re-

ported from :
Outlook for lwo

outlook for another five -
The sun sets

row (Monday) at 6.07 am.

Humidity
min 9 am Spm .
22.2 ”” 66
22.4 BS 8l
23.3 "2 L]
18.5 77 X
20.5 L " .
19 X 80
218 X X

'Arts a unifying

Despite regional diversifica-
tions Asian arts have con-
tributed in bringing closer the
people of this region irrespec-
tive of their religions and
castes, rcports UNB.

This was observed by

College teachers
to begin strike
on Jan 7/

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh College
Teachers Association (BCTA)
will go on an indefinite strike
from January 7 to realise its
15-point charter of demands
which include, pay rise, sim-
plification of promotion and
encadrement.

This was decided at a
Executive Committee meecting
of the Association held in
Dhaka on Thursday with its
President, Principal AKM
Sl'lnhidulhhluthecﬁl.h'

The meeting was ag-
dressed, among others
Mansurur Rahman, Didarul
Islam, Kazi Faruk Ahmed,
Asadul Huq, Abdur Rob, Gems
Dilip, Mirza Mohiuddin,

Akbar Hossain, Amina
Islam, Sheikh Abdus Selim,
Shamsul Huq, Saidur Rahman,
Abdur Razzak and Abdul

The Association members

force in Asia’

sion of a two-day international”
seminar here commensurating
the 6th Biennial Asian Art
Festival.

Dr Syed Manjurul Islam of
Dhaka University read out I.hl:
key-note paper titled °
Critical Appreciation of A-h:n

in Relation to World Art" at
the seminar, dedicated to late
artist Kamrul Ahsan.

Addressing the seminar at
Shilpakala Academy audito-
riurh, the participants plcdgul
to create their own arts based
on original style, format and
ingredients defying the’ domi-
nance of the European art
style, said a press relcase.

The seminar was split into
three sessions chaired by
Shilpakala Academy Director
General Kamal Lohani, Dr
Borhanuddin Khan Jahangir
and art critic of France Roard
Juri Gera.

Kurada Raishi of Japany
Muliadee Mahmood of
Malaysia, Paritosh Sen of India,

" Shahana Mesbah of Pakistan,

Hashem Khan, Muntasir
Mamun, Prul'lhhl.r Chowdhu
Rafligunnabi and Prol.

13 participat-
ing countries in the Asian Art
Festival and Observer [rom

France included a dance drama

"Mahua" staged at the Academy
auditorium in the evening.

|

Chalker vishts

projects at
Cox's Bazar

CHITTAGONG, Nev 2 :
Lynda Chalker British Minister
for Overseas Development, to-
day visited a number of pro-
jects at Cox's Bazar taken up
under British grant as part of
post cyclonc rehabilitation and
reconstiruclion pmgrlmm:
reports BSS.

She also visited t‘t
Christian Hospilal and weaving

centre al Chandraghuna.

Susan Headlam, Coordinator
of Community Health
Programme and Dr S M
Chowdhury, Supcriniendent of
Christian Hospital, briefed her
about functioning of the pro-
jects. The UK minister went
round different sections of the

projects to see for herself its
activitics. ;

She also attended a tribal
cultural function arranged in
her honour. She was accom-
panied by Colin Imray British
High Commissioner

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Daily Star is pleased to introduce this |
column where individuals and organisations can
*huﬂmrlhd.y&uﬂmhnim&n-
mmhmummwmm
Birth/Death Announcements; Condolences, In |
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Sodium Sulphate bidder may also submit local offer at mill site delivery basis.
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BCIC International Press
Tender Notice

Manager, Kamaphuli Paper Mills Limited, 92, Sadarghat Road, Chittagong invites sealed quotation on
CAFC Chintagong basis under IDA/YEN credit/any suitable source of financing for the following tems.

The quotation duly supported by 1% (min. Tk. 1000~) samest money will be received up o 1100 A. M. in the
mentioned date and will be opened iImmediately thereafter in presence of the tenderers, if any. Thlllllum
Chiel Accountant, Kamaphuli Paper Mills Lid., ﬂ.w
IC, 30-31, Dilkusha C/Area, Dhaka on all working days. No tender
Tender No. FI1AMPIC-8591/POP for supply of 200 M.T.
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