Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia addressing the BNP’s
anniversary function at the Institution of Engineers yesterday.
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Youths must give democracy
solid foundation : Khaleda

Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia has said students

youth
organised the discussion at
Engineers’ Institute this

evening on occasion of its 13th

anniversary.

People had voted BNP to
power to restore democracy
and make the country self-re-
liant, the Prime Minister said
adding that it's time to imple-
ment the 19-point
of Shaheed Pres
Rahman

She praised the youths who
held the BNP flag high when

nt Ziaur

autocratic movement aimed to
restore people's fundamental
rights.

Begum Zia called on the
Jubo Dal workers to spread or-
ganisa activities up to the
Upazila level for overall
progress and development of
the country.

“We'll have to sacrifice a lot
although we're in power”, she
said urging the youths to exer-

cise tolerance and dedicate
themselves towards nation

. building activities and welfare

of the people.

adds : Presided over by
Dhaka city Mayor and Jubo Dal
president Mirza Abbas, the
discussion was addressed,
among others, by llome Mi-
nister Abdul Matin Chowdhury,
Social Welfare Minister
Islam, State Minister for
Education Principal Yunus
Khan, State Minister for Law
and Justice Aminul llug, State
Minister for Forest and En-
vironment Gayeswar Chandra

. State Minister for Women

rs Mrs Sarwari Rahman,

Salah Uddin Ahmed, MP, Prof
Rezau) Karim, MP and Jubo Dal
leaders Haris Chowdhury and
Atowar Hossain Shamsu.

Begum Khaleda Zia recalled
the sacrifices of the Jubo Dal
leaders and workers during
the past nine years and said
the nation would ever remem-
ber their sacrifices for the
cause of democracy. She said
time had come for them to
strengthen their party and
help establish an exploitation-
free socicty based on justice.

The Prime Minister re-
ferred to the misrule and mis-
deeds of the aulocratic regime
and said responsibilities had
been reposed on us to lead the
country towards progress and
prosperity from the catas-
trophic condition created by
the regime.

She ¢ her firm be-
liel that the BNP government,

with the active cooperation of
all, would overcome the prob-
lems and lead the nation to-
wards progress and prosperity.
In this regard, she rcferred to
the various steps taken by her
rnment to attain self-re-
ce in aspect of na-
tional life. "We will implement
the 19-point mme ini-
tiated by shaheed president
Ziaur Rahman to change the
lot of the people,” she added.

. Begum Zia said president
Zia had constituted a separate
ministry for the youths and
wanted them to become a
productive force in country's
overall development. Similarly,
he {president Zia) also consti-
tuted the Jatiya Mahila
Sangstha for enhancing the
dignity of the womenfolk.

She said her government
wanled to give stress on the
development of the rural arcas
so Lhat people living there
could enjoy the modern facili-
ties of the urban areas,

The Prime Minister re-
minded the audience that self-
sufficiency could not be at-
tained only through the foreign
aid and added "we have to
make our own efforts in this
regard.”

Begum Zia asked the Jubo
Dal workers to go back to their
respective arcas and organise
their party invelving the local
people. “You should butld up
yourselves to take the leader-

ship to run the country in fu-
ture,” she told them.

‘Jamuna bridge issue |
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national importance of the
R fordability” of e project
. ity" of the project
still remains a critical issue for
re-examination in the context
of "poor” domeslic resource
munn in Bangladesh. he

Explaining "affordability",
Willoughby said that the ques-
tion of what investments the

might draw from other
would need a thorough
. ]

The question will determine
whether the bridge, involving
gigantic construction and

works, is afford-
in the context of the over-
all investment programme in

Bangladesh, he added.

The Asian Development
Bank (ADB), the largest multi-
lateral source of development
funds for Bangladesh, and
Japan, also the country's

source of bilateral aid,

be the co-financiers for

the if it receives the

final clearance from the third

co-financier, the World Bank
itself.

The procrastination of the
approval process because, ei-
ther of the World Bank's dillay-
dallying tactics or of the gov-
ernment’s [aflure to prove its
"affordability”, will however
mean the loss of onec more
working session for begirining
the construction works. This
may adversely aflect its eco-
nomic viability because of cost
overruns.

The decision to construct
the bridge was taken as far
back as in June, 1984. A
techno:economic feasibility in
two z:‘;:- was compleled by
the consultants for the
project in August 1989, The
consultants recommended for
either a four-lane road-cum-
powet bridge or a four-lane
road-cum-meter guage (MG)
railway-cum-power bridge
(20.3 metre wide), having the

A prc-appraisal mecting was
later held in November 1989
in which a consensus was
recached among the co-fi-
nanciers through discussions
aboul the width of the bridge
at 18.5 metre. The bridge is to

initially accommodate a four-
lanc road with foundations de-
signed to carry both rail and
road and with a supcrstruc-
lure thal can be strengthened
for an MG rail on the bridge,
according to the decisions
reached in that meeting.

Another round ‘of meeting
between the government and
the co-financiers was held in
Washington in May .1990
where all reiterated their sup-
port for the project, pending a
final appraisal. Instructions
were later given to the consul-
tants to finalise bid documents
on the basis of the agreed
Bridge configuration.

The final appraisal for the
project ts however yet to be
done. Specific donor commit-
ments on foreign exchange
component will be made only
after this final appraisal, in-
cluding World Bank's clearance
for Mloating international bids.
However, the ADB had earlier
given an indicative [inancing

lan for an amount of 150 mil-

n dollars. The IDA indicated
its funding level at 100 million
dollars.

The visiting ADB press team
which arrived D Sunday
last made specific queries
about the d:veE::m:nt poten-
tials of disaster-prone and
chrnnlnnlEr aid-dependent

in meeti with
Sfes e

resident mission chiefl on

Tuesday.

The members of the team,
mostly from the western de-
veloped donor countries, had
carlier discussions on the eco-
nomic situation in esh
with the Acting Chief of the

,ADB mission office in Dhaka.

They also visited Monday the
ADB-aided Northwest Rural
Development Project. It fs a
two-country {Bangladesh and
the Philippines) visit for the
12-member ADB press team
this year.
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DU killings
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the incident was an outsider in
the DU campus, while Obht,
llias and Niru were the cre-
ation of BNP.

Speaker Sheikh Razzak Alf,
who was trying from the very
beginning to pacify the house,
sald that allegations and
counter allegations would not
solve the problem. He men-
tioned that the matter .has
been sent to a Special
Committee which would come
to a decision.

The Chief Whip of the
Treasury Bench Khandker
Delwar Hossain deplored
Tofael's comments on the
Minister's statement and said
that it was devoid of rules of
procedure. He wurged the
Speaker to expunge Tofael
Ahmed's comments from the
proceedings.

BNP MP Amanullah Aman

said that some dailies misre-
portied the incidents at Dhaka
Medical College Hospital when
Prime Minister went there to
see the victims of Sunday's in--
cident. At one stage, Aman
bitterly criticised Opposition
leader Sheikh Hasina saying
that she had tried to stab the
anti-autocracy movement. This
generaled more heat in the
House.
Opposition’ Chief Whip
Muhammed Nasim protested
Aman's remarks. After over
hall-an-hour's uproar, the
Speaker managed to pacify the
agitated members by switching
over to next agenda in the
order of the day.

Tinbigha
From Page 1 Col. 8

repatriation of the stranded
Pakistanis was expected next

year.
Bangladesh played an active
role in the just-concluded
Harare meet that called for
P tion of values of democ-
racy around the world,
Mostafiz told the news confer-
ence at the Foreign Office.
Begum Zia, he said, "was a
focus of great attention in the
summit® as leader of a demo--
cratic government elected
through internationally-ac-
claimed free and fair election.
Begum Zia led the
BmEInduh delegation to the
week-long Commonwealth
Heads of Government Meeting
(CHOGM) in the Zimbabwean
capital.
The Foreign Minister re-
turned home on Sunday after
attending the conference.

cver, de the

(amihe and said these were all
politically motivated to dis-
credit 1 democralic gov-
crnment.

part in
the debate that ended last-
night after two days of
discussion.

Winding up the dcbate,
Communications Ministcr Ol
Ahmed told the house that the

rmment had overcome the
ood problem in the north by
laking appropriate sicps at ap-
propriate time.

Oli Ahmed said such food
problems experienced in the
[amine prone northern dis-
tricts during the month of

Scptember and October every

year,
crisis this year was due

o prolonged flooding Lhat
lasted for six months,
he said. “Unfortunately, some
newspapers published mislea-

ding news and photographs on

The Communications Minis-
ter said the government has
reached relief to all places in
the aflecled areas and faced
the problem successfully.

Earlfer, uty Leader of
the Opposition Abdus Samad
Azad requested the rn-
ment to deal with the crisis
unitedly with the ition by
rising above party politics and
save people from hunger and
death.

"Don’t play with the lives of
the huhgry pcople. Aceept the
reality and face the chalienge
unitedly”, he urged the gov-
ernment.

Azad asked the government
nbl to politicise the reliel dis-
tribution. le suggested open-
ing of grucl kitchens and ex-
emptling agricultural loans in
the aflectéd arcas.

Social Wellare Minister
Tariqul Islam deniced any death
from starvation but admitied
nearly 1500 people died of di-
arrhoecal discases.

Besides government's el-
forts, he said, Non-Govern-
mental Organisation (NGOs)
have | reliefl worth Tk
16 crore in the allected
northern districts.

Abdur Razzak of Awami
League alleged that about
9,000 people have died of
starvation and diarrhocal dis-

BCL workers brought out a
procession at around 10.30 am
Tuesday protesting the -
tory remarks against Hasina
JCD workers following the
death of fwo of their mates in
the Dhaka University clash on

Sunday.

The procession the

{ town and when it reached the

BNP and the JCD offices near

Chaurangi, unknown persons
pelted stones at it

Press Council Act
to be amended

The government is consid-
ering o amend the Press
Council Act, 1974, with a view
to making the Press Counetl
more eflective. Any suggestion
in this may be sent to
the Senfor Assistant
(Press-1 section) of the
Ministry of Information by
November 2, an official release

eases in the northern districts. | said today, reports BSS,
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nl:e Chhatra League leader Pafag’l house in

Pabna town on Monday to console his mother. Parag was recently killed allegedly by
activists of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal.

JCD threatens
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Sheikh Hasina must be tried
for these, it added.

The rally pledged not to re-
turn home until the killers
were tried and called upon all
to be united in ousting the
Chhatra League ‘killers’ from
the campus,

The rally was addressed. by
JCD Joint Convenor Fazlul Hugq
Milon, DUCSU Assistant Gene-
ral Secretary Nazimuddin
Alam, Rizvee Ahmed, Elias Ali,
Abdul Malek, Habibunnabi So-
hel, Ali Akkas Nadim, Rafiqul
Islam Jaglu and Maniruzzaman
Manir.

Fazlul Huq Milon termed the
alleged killers of Dr Shamsul
Alam Khan Milon as the re-
serve force of Sheikh Hasina
now being used to kill JCD ac-
Livists.

Meanwhile, the Awami
League-backed Chhatra
(S-A) held a couhter rally at
the Gulistan square protesting
Sunday's tragic killing on the
Dhaka University campus.

The rally said that the ter-
rorist acts carried out by the
armed hoodlums of the JCD in
the educational institutions
were not unknown to the
people. Sunday's killings were
part of those activities that
originated from an internal
conflict in the JCD, it added.

The rally alleged that the
JCD was now ng to blame
the BCL (S-A) for the killings.
But the BCL did not believe in
the politics of arms, it said.

it termed the incidents of
terror as part of the conspiracy
to foil the movement to realise
ten-point demands of the stu-
dents. -

The BCL (S-A) decided
hold country-wide demon-
strations November 2 protest-
ing the violent incidents.

rally was addressed by
Shahe Alam, Ashim Kumar
Ukil, Jahangir Sattar Tinku,
Mozammel Hug, Maniruzzaman
Badal, Mamtazuddin Mehedi,
Golam Mostafa Suzan and
Quamruzzaman Ansari.

Meanwhile Dhaka University
Officers’ Association (DUOA)
executive body at an emer-
gency meeting Tuesday sought
cooperation of all concerned in
creating a favourable atmo-

sphere on the s to con-
tinue peaceful activi-
ties.

The meeting presided over
by Muhammad Selim, Pre-
sident of DUOA also demanded
arrest and trial of all armed
hoodlums to cnsure security
for the students, teachers,
oflicers and employees of the

University.
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| Govt not allowing me

to talk in JS : Hasina

ARICHA, Oct 29
Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina today called the BNP
government "neo-autocrat” and
said its anti-democratic atti-
tude and administrative failure
has endangered democracy
and multiplied economic prob-
lems, reports UNB.

Hasina alleged that the rul-
ing party was "not allowing the
opposition and hersell” to dis-
cuss national i{ssues in
Parliament which was estab-
lished after a longdrawn anti--
autocracy struggle. "It is ignor-
ing the democratic values and
parliamentary practices.”

She was addressing a rally
at Aricha ghat on way to Dhaka.
Earlier she also addressed an-
other public meeting at Pabna.

She alleged that the gov-
ernment has fafled to tackle
the “famine-like” situation in
northern districts, deteriorat-
ing law and order situation,
price-hike of essentials and
unrest in different areas of na-
tional life.

"We extended our coopera-
tion to face national problems
unitedly but the government
spurned our offer," the Awami
League chiefl alleged, adding,
people would not forgive if
democratic process was ob-
structed.

Referring to Sunday's
armed clashes on the Dhaka
University campus, she held

DU campus
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ber of resident students left
their respective halls fearing a
fresh spurt in violence though
armed police are deployed at
all strategic points on the
campus.

Armed outsiders have ap-
parcntly left the halls but arms
were still found in some of
them. Police raided almost all
the halls after Sunday's inci-
dent. Three rounds of gun-
shots were fired from the
Fazlul Huq Hall compound
Tuesday evening.

Campus sources reported
that a large number of resi-
dents of Jagannath Hall left the
hall Tuesday night as a rumour
spread that an armed attack
would be launched by the JCD
that night.

It may be mentioned that
no Chhatra League [S-A) leader
or worker was found on the
;mpul afler Sunday's gunbat-

BNP and it's student [ront
Jalyatlabadi Chhatra Dal JCD)
responsible for the incident.

Hasina defended her party's
student wing saying that the
government i{s unnecessarily
blaming Chhatra League (BCL)
for the occurrence. The cam-
pus violence was the result of
internal conflicts in JCD, she
said.

She said her party is pledge
bound to free the campus from
armed. hoodlums and restore

.congenjal academic atmo-

sphere in the country for en-
suring the future of the coming
generation.

Hasina said the ruling party
was trying to politicising the
administration. Many officials
in the administration are being
harassed by the government,
she alleged and called for
keeping the administration
neutral as per the Constitution.

The opposition leader also
called for immediate repcal of
the Indemnity Ordinance to
eliminate the "politics of coup
and killing and to restore rule
of law”,

Earlier at Pabna, she visited
the residence of Arifur
Rahman Parag, a BCL leader in
Rajshahi University, who was
killed allegedly by JCD ac-
tivists.

The Awami League
President talked with Parag's
mother and expressed sympa-
thy for the bereaved family.
She also demanded punlaﬁ
ment to the killers.

Old woman
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line she suddenly started
shouting for water to drink
and then collapsed and died.

Additionial District Magis-
trate Abdus Saleq visited Tussi
Begum's house and talked to
her daughter.

Meanwhile there has been a
rise in cases of diarrhoea in
the Barabil with six patients af-
fected by the disease bein
admitted to the local healt
centre.

Officials here fear that the
rise in the cases of diarrhoea
may be due to the consump-
lion of food relief items do-
nated by a Middle East coun-
lry. Some of these items are
from very old stocks while
others are to be consumed
immediately after opening the
container which is probably

not being done causing cases

-

‘he added.

LUSAKA, Oct 29 : President Kenneth Kaunda

that he will win the country’

tions in 18 years

erick Chiluba does iriu

predicted
s first mu clec-
lost.

Zﬂh‘nbﬁh—
., il opposition leader -

mph during Thursday elections, Tl

show him around (the) State House and the gardens,” reports
AP.

Boy injured anro:wi ot

in gunfight

By DMCH Correspondent

A boy was seriously injured
from a stray bullet during a

gunfight between owners of a

video club and some local
youths in ecast Noyatola

Tuesday evening,

Rajesh (12), was standing at
the gate of his house when the
bullet struck him near the ab-
domen. He was admitted to
DMCH in a critical condition.

When contacted, Ramna
thana said that they did not
receive any information about
the incident.

Toab Khan made
Dainik Bangla editor

Toab Khan, a noted journal-
ist of the country, has been
appointed editor of the Daintk
Bangla by the Dainik Bangla
Trust. Khan, prior to his ap-
pointment as the editor of the
country’'s prestigious Bengali
dafly, was Press Secretary to
the President, reports BSS.

All-party accord
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Meanwhile, condition of
Sorej who received bullet in-
juries in a procession held
hcre last Monday remained
critical. |

The procession was held to
mourn the deaths of students
in a fiery clash on the Dhaka
University campus last Sunday.

Cardiologists from Dhaka
were [lown o Rajshahi Medical
Hospital today to attend Soroj,
a JCD activist and second year
student of Law Department.

Meanwhile, final year stu-
dents of the university ob-
served Rag Day today with
blood donation, rally and cul-
tural functions.

SAARC summit
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Rahman.

The Foreign Minister said
Bangladesh was looking for-
ward to playing an active role
in the summit and other
meclings of the forum to be
held in the capital of the eth-
nic trouble-stricken island.

Bangladesh will extend all-
out cooperation to Sri Lanka in
making the summit a success,

He referred to the security
arrangements in Sri Lanka and
said the issue would not over-
shadow the conlerence since
preparalory arrangements had
been "excellent” and the
Lankan government informed
the members of suitable mea-
sures taken to stage the event
smoothly.

Replying Lo questions, he
said Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia is expected to avail
hersell of this opportunity of
discussing bilateral matters
with other attending leaders
like outstanding issues with
Indian Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao and Pakistani
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif.

. He told a questiongr that
there was no question of
Alghanistan becoming a mem-
ber of the SAARC at this stage.

The Foreign Minister said
many of the member countries
have ratified the convention on
terrorism adopted in the Male
summit and are now pushing
for its implementation.

When his allention was’
drawn lo the preparation of
nuclear device by the two
member-states of the SAARC,
Mostafiz said Ban h al-
ways opposed any of ar-
mament and signed and rati-
fled the Non-Prolification
Treaty (NPT).

clals said. The Deput
id Fi = of
sa roza Begum
Jharkand in Rafpura
upazila was K reports UNB.
Rohingyas
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filled the entire Arakan region
with cantonments, military
camps and outposts. The mili-
tary forces Muslims to work
for it without are
promoting Buddhist settle-
ments in Arakan to provoke
communal viclence and turmn
the Muslim in the

arca inlo a minority, refugees

1988 mass upsurge that top-
pled the government of Gen
Ne 'Win. The Rohingyas had
participated in the democratic
movement. The present mili-
tary regime has reportedly.
forced Muslims to pay com-"
pensation  for nment
property damaged during the
mass upsurge. -
The Rohingya Muslims have .
also been to an :
pressive tax collected in m
form of crop sharing from
fields. The Arakan area is fac-
ing a food shortage as the
movement of food s from
the rest of the country is re-
stricted.

The April 29 cyclone that
has killed an estimated
140,000 humans and caused
colossal loss of life and prop-.
erty in Bangladesh has also in-
fMlicted extensive damage on
the inhabitants of the Arakan
region in Burma. But the mili-
lary government reportedly
did not care to mitigate the
sufferings of the Arakanese
Muslims. 1

What is more, under a citi-
zenship law of 1982 the
Arakanese Muslims are being
regarded as aliens in Burma,
some refugees said. Their citi- /
zenship is being questioned
and property confiscated.

The sad plight of the
Muslims of Arakan— a former
Muslim kingdom—dates back
to 1936 when the British
rulers had allowed sell gov-
ernment in Burma se
it from the rest of India.
Muslims of Arakan were left
completely unprotected as

Burma ually tumed into a
' Buddhist state. Influx of
Rohingya Muslims into

Bangladesh territories (then
East Bengal) started in 1942.
Successive dictatorial
regimes in Burma further ag-
gravated the situation of the
Rohingya Muslims, and since
the early eighties a section of
them have taken up arms 0
help end atrocities.
This in turn has increased
oppression of the civilian
ingya Muslim population
by the Burmese military.
Burmese military men often
enter villages, harass and beat
up people. People art also
beaten to death In some cases,
and women are dishonoured,
some reflugees complained. -
Discrimination against the
Muslims in Burma had in-
creased since 1962 when the
military took over endl
democratic rule, and

Arakancse as il immi-
grants, some re re-
called.

Meanyhile, as the infllux

continues the re are
forced to live in make-shilt
campus not ha

supply of food, dm
waler and medicines.



