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Victimising Victims ?
Contin

efforts by a group of people calling
themselves "Unislamic Actlivilies Resistance
Committee” or UARC, to forcibly evict thousands
of from the brothel area of Tanbazar in

Narayanganj. have brought to the fore various so-
clo-economic as well as legal issues related (o

this particular profession. The UARC is playing to
the Islamic and moralistic sentiments of the

:;oph. while the prostitutes defend themselves
pointing out the h‘“ﬂ of their profession,
their rights as citizens and society's inability Lo
offer them an altermative.

While #t is undeniable that prostitution is a blot
on civilisation — and nol just of the modern one,
as this is the most ancient ol professions — and
an insult to a woman's individuality, there is still
more to the issue than a simple black and white
¢ase ol morality vs immorality.

. To begin with, can we treat prostitutes,

whether of Tanbazar or anywhere else, as
riminals or even willul' perpetrators of
To do that would be to suggest that
social cenditions are such that nobody need
take up prostitution, unless she was basically
deviant. But that is not the case. A study of
Tanbazar or any other brothel would reveal one
plain fact: that women who take up prostitution
do so because sociely has forced them down
{hat path. In many cases, i nol mgst, prostitutes
are actually victims of a socigl system which still
refuses to treat women as equals (o men who
have rights. Even on general basis, cases ol
women, particularly from rural areas, becoming
prosiitutes for no other reason than sheer
poverty, abound- in the brothels and streets of
urban areas. In fact, poverty is one ol the main
reasons why women with little or no educational
gqualifications or other skills, find  prostitution
alluring: it degrades them, they know, but it also
provides them with a way oul. They choose Lo live
shamefully because they have (o live [irst. Not only
that, many of them have children {o support,
children whose survival and upbringing are the
prime concerns of the mothers. Our sociely does
not take up the responsibility of looking aller
children women whose husbands have lelt
them, or children who were illegitimate to begin
with. So, the molher undergoes degradation in
prder Lo provide her children with a future, a
future society is ill-equipped or ill-prepared (o
provide itsell.

In the present conlext, we would do well to
keep the socio-economic realities of prostitution
in mind before, getling carried away by a sudden
surge ol morality. The UARC should ask itself
what would really happen if the prostitutes of
Tanbazar were siniply evicted. The "vice" would
then spread all through their beloved town, just
as many areas of the capital now play involuntary
hosts to mobile prostitutes. The Narayanganj
authorities must find an alternative site to
reseitle the prostitutes first before thinking of
clearing Tanbazar. Beller still, the ministry of
social wellare should look for ways (o rehabilitate
all 7,000 of Tanbazar in olher professions. Until
Lthen, authorities should treat any atlempt to evict
the prostitules as a law and order issue and deal
with it accordingly. The authorities must uphold
Llhe law [irst., and approach the rest as a socio-
economic problem.

The Wankede Scandal

Today the much-awaited cricket series be-
iween Lhe old arch rivals Pakistan and India
should have commenced in Bombay with a one-
dayer. What could have been a happy augury has
been reduced to an ominous unfolding of rabid
communalism and xenophobic prejudice vitiating
the health-giving arena of sport. The Shiv Sena,
the Maharashirian exiremist communal group,
the other day dug the pitch at the Bombay
Wankede Stadium, the venue of the opening
match, compelling the Indian cricket authorities
1o shift and reschedule the match. The Shiv Sena
hasn't stopped at that. When a mass-circulation
Marathi eveninger editorially denounced the ugly
@action, the extremist bullies attacked the office of
the , hurt two of its editors, ransacked
ihe establishment and broke its windows and
furniture. '

This is terrorism and sport
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htm;u its irrationality and positive harm. It
is more than merely that. Terrorism is
going lo take a deliberate jump not to stigm-
atise India's,

bright

particularly .Bombay's,

sporting {traditions, it will sure

enough very adversely affect the already far too

“delicate relations between the two countries and
.8how India in a particularly bad light,

~internationally.

. The Marathi newspaper's denunciation shows
that some voices are there to prolest and resist
although it is as a rule that terrorism succeeds
because a vast majority of its vietims prefer to
quietly suffer — Bombay hasn't so far, in this
fase, been an exception to that.

How . India would keep its sporting records
from unsullied by such mean acts of preju-
dice and gross misdemeanour, will be fully India's
headache (o devise. But we of the subcontinent

mwly in the SAARC cannot but feel con-
at such dc:'lrvt:lt::]::»'nﬂztl:nr.rliﬁal:l that run cméntcr to
understanding. is

iraditionally an effective lnalrummﬂm in
fostering amllnzebetween peoples and building
‘bridges of u , ween nations. No
‘one can afford to this to be injured the
" wvery forces sport is aimed to overcome. ugh

‘there are disquieting re
venues of the

very

India-Pakistan cricketing

gncounter, we are confident that the Indian.

authorities would” be able’ to contain any

m sporling aclivity of the re
indeed of the overall relationship bgelfwecn the
'SAARC partners.
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termed as meclings on the
telephone up for serious
business :;T.tkltnﬁn. to the
piled '1.3 files, papers under
dis , summary for the
Cabinet etc.. Lunch ts still far
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enquiring mind to probe deep
into the matlers of concern
are lacking or atleast not visi-
ble to the extent desired. The
burcaucratic system is such
that it does not encourage in-
novative thinking and welcome
the organised routine and
repetlation of decisions made
in the past. Precedents have a
tremendous influence and "as
proposed” is what the senior
bureaucrats pflen write on the
file. This is the reality which is
indecd utter boredom of rou-
tinised living. "

Electronic Data
Communication

Such realities are however
the dcath knells of develop-
ment administration. One of
the serious limilations is the
utter lack of development of a
government information sys-
tem. In the age of compulers
and electronic data communi-
cation, the administration has
been left far behind sleeping at
the post. Take for example.

Sepiember-October period in
the Ministry of Agriculture and
whal Lhe responsive informa-
tion system could do. Aus crop
has been harvested, transplan-
tation ol aman is complete and
the monsoon water levels are

Government Information System and
Bureaucratic Decision-making

the high marks. Given

ol paddy production. Aus in
pure siand would yicld as

— 10 what exient flood
aflected the trans-
lanted YV aman acrcage.

at the of Agriculture
while the required programme
alre fed to the compute:

should automatically prepare
the spread-sheets, charts,

Thus the com

timely analysis of outputs of

aus, prospects of the main
aman crop, land likely to be
available for the dry season
crops — for example, irrigated
boro rice, wheat and the tradi-
tional rabi crops; fertiliser and
sced requirements as well as
the preparatory actions to be
taken by November for the
maximum irrigation coverage
during the 1991-82 irrigation
Scason.

As regards the 19092-83
agriculture year, significant

highlights for immediate pro-
gramming purpose could also
be obtained at this time. There
are alrcady on record the land
capability survey maps in
terths of polcential HYV aus and
aman lands classified accord-
ing to land development units.
The computer can immedi-
ately indicate the lagging arcas
in terms of potlentialitics yct o

be realised. Field investigalions
should then concentrate on

thosc upazilas where grealer
efforts are and iden-
Lify specific actions to be taken
for the purpose. Thus a disag-
gregaled programming ap-
proach could be adopted. Morc

supplcmentary irrigation may
be required In one area. at
other places » ol eriti-
cal inputs should be removed
or il could be shortsupply of
agricultural credits in certain
other areas. There could be

numerous factors, each of
varying of impoeriance
al upazila L It is of utmosl

imporiance to identify Lthem
adequalely and address them
with specific actions in order
to maximise production in the

nexl year,

Performance Evaluation
Anolher t dimen-
sion of the terised in-
formation would be its

use lo design the appropriate

Ebﬂn-u evaluation system
the field exicnsion stafl.

Stmultancously, there must be
a sysiem of compensation and

reward for those stall who have

o
are
" the civil

months of August I‘.hroufl
October. Data on water '
rainfall includ prospecis
thercol in case of MONSOOT
in particular, should enabile de-
termination of the priority
waler control programmes
during the forthcoming dry
scason beginning November.

rations of work orders
for digging channels, hulld::
protective embankments
water control regulators
shouild all be jfssued by October
so that limited work days of
the dry scason are fully utiliscd
and wasles arc minimum due
early rains during Monsoon
1992. In this respect, compul-
ers very uscful in preparing
ring des ‘
tender tions,
of quotations offered and
timely issue of work orders.
More significant s the fact

" oul by the

uscicss or obselete. lts effec-
tiveness could be scriously un-
dermined. Here computers

that sources are

advised 1o check m
in order 1o come u; with the
correcied inpuls. %
compilation processing and
analysis are activities carried

ters in matter
of minutes. Thus timeliness is
ensurcd and at the same time,

donc betier through salary in-
crease and/or cash rewards. A

sysicm o generale the enthu-

siastic of the field
stall is critical for the growth
of the scolor

For the Ministry of Food,
the estimated aus
stocks in hand prospects
for aman should dciermine the
amount of rice and whecat to be
relcased for open market op-
erations till the main aman
crop arrives inlo the market
beginning late November or
carly December depending on
the transplantations already
completed, and information in
that respect is already available
in the compuler. The daily
price data collected from 60
leading markets ol the country
is another valuable source of
information which the com-
puler can analysc, as directed,
in order to project future price
trends and the extent ol gov-
ernment intervenuon desired
at the markct place.
Scplember-October Is the lean
period In terms of food supply
in Bangladesh. Carcful analysis
ol price and supply data would
cnable determination of the
desired procurement price ol
aman paddy beginning Dece-
mber cach year.

Rivers in the country are in
the grips of high flow in the

Computers are therelore
powerful tools for decision
mak A deal of data
get co by various agen-
cies bul they are never anal-
ysed in a manner useful for de-
ciston making. It is now high
time that a responsive and
widely used nment In-
formation system is developed
without any further delay. In
the planning from LDC 1o NIC,
information is the most dect-
sive factor and it is not only
collection of Information but
its quick and timely analysis
that should eflicicntly provide
the various options for deci-

sion-making.

Decision dclayed is olten
derision dended. It is not often
rcalised that timeliness is
more important than perfect
accuracy of decisions. If de-
layed, perhaps all the errors
could be avoided but such de-
lays might render the decisfon

greater frrigation coverage and

sions could be made in prepa-
ration for the intensification of
crop uction duri the

free dry season. is

equipment

produce the foods ourseives.

Obviously, -? nation geared to
achieve sell-rellance would
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less and — over
which should sail boat of
progress and economic

h. The world has gradu-
ated from the industrial to the
information age — why should
we be left far

HE fall of communism

in the Sovi¢t Union

may ultimately force
Philippine communists, who
have been waging South-east
Asia's longest running
insurgency war, into
praclising, some sort of
"glasnost” of their own.

The Communist Party of the
Phillippines (CPP) has so far
refrained from commenting on
the stunning collapse of
Bolshevik rule in what used to
be the heartland of socialism.

But analysts say recent
events may F!'rm.ll}r bring out
into the open the long sim-
mering intérnal debate in the
CPP over strategy and tactics
and its vision for building a so-
cialist society.

The only public comment
here so far has come from
Satur Ocampo, detained leader
of the CPP — led National
Democratic Front(NDF).

He downplayed the impact
of events in the Soviet Union,
stressing that it was domestic
conditions that would maitter
more in setting the direction
of the Phillippine revolutionary
movement. |

Analysis say Ocampo's re-
marks were meant chiefly to
counter government state-
ments capitalising on the
worldwide retreat ol commu-
nist and leltwing movements
and dismissing the local
movement as

In fact, leaders of the CPP
and other leftwing or socialist
movements here are acutely
aware ol how badly their re-
speclive causes have hurt

_ from the downlflall of socialist

address.

'"A Synthetic
Extravaganza"
— a clarification

Sir, 1 would like to draw
attention to a report "A Syn-
thetic Extravaganza” published
in the column "Dhaka Day by
Day” in the October 9 issue of
your csteemed daily.

We do appreciate your re-
port on our ‘81 FABRIC SHOW
in Bangladesh, held from 8th
to 10th October at Hotel Son-
argaon. Since the show was
first of its kind in the ‘
' the de-

your report i
tail of it to the

However, we would like to
draw attention to rticular
two informations were
n-;uwm:zmwmh
or

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
withdoﬂbhm.Formmmofw, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are qgccepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

Phallippines: Left to Po

The downfall of Soviet communism may
finally bring out into the open a long sim-

mering

internal debate over strategy and

vision within the Communist Party of the
Philippines. Ramon Isberto of IPS reports

from Manila.

regimes in Eastern Europe
and Sovict Unfon.

"These events have placed
all socialisls on the defensive,”
said Randoll David, who chairs
Bisig, an alllance of socialist
groups which have opted for
opcn, parliamentary political
actvity.

For the CPP , the ideologi-
cal and political dilemmas
poscd by events in the Soviet
Union have come fo them in a
round about way.

Established in 1968 by a
group ol young lefltwing stu-
dents who rebelled against he
leaders of the old communist
party, the CI’P was heavily in-
fluenced in its birth by China
which was then in the throes
of the Cultural Revolution.

It adopted the Maoist cri-
tique of thc¢ Communist Party
of the Sovict Union (CPSU) as
a revisionist which was
furtively restoring capitalism
in the Soviel Union.

For CPP lcaders, the Soviet
Union stood at best for a badly
flawed socialism. To them, the
CPSU's downfall is the
incvitable result of its  revi-
sionisl policics.

That view continucs to be

voiced by Jose Ma Sison, the
CPP founding chairman who
now lives in exile in the
H‘Ulhfrl-ln‘dl- . _
"Since 1956, the USSR has
been a centre for propagating
capitalist-oriented reforms,
starting from Krushchev who

made a brecach in the commu-

nisL system, " Sison told IPS.

"After the coup. Gorbachev
came oul as anli-communist
and as bourgeois as (Boris)
Yeltsin,” he added. "His plan
was to liquidaie anyway the
revisionist communist party
and turn it into a social demo-
cralic party.”

That view, however, does
not scem to have full support
within the CPP. In its January-
February issue this year, the
Ang Bayan (The Pcople), a pub-
lication of the CPP central
commitiee, the paper's edilors
said thcere two points  of view
on Lhis question.

Aside [rom  the " reslora-
tion of capitalism” school of
thought, the CPP paper said
another vicw was that the cri-
sis of socialism has bcen
caused mainly by "the Stalinist
distortion” which created a

nder Gl asnost

{:rﬁ.M

"thoroughly bureaucratized

state and party machinery gov-
emed by a privileged stratdm.”

The same issue of the paper
was remarkable for its open-
ness, announcing a new edito-
rial policy the paper would

become a forum for airing
views on a broad range of is-
sues

The edilors published an
cssay by Joe Slovo, general
sceretary of the South Alfrican

Communist Party ("llas

Socialism Failed?”) and the fi-
nal section of the 22nd CPP
founding anniversary state-
ment which dealt with devel-
opments in Eastern Europe.

Slovo was supportive of
Gorbachev's policies ol
"glasnost” and “perestrokia”,
while the CPP statement was
highly critical of them.” .

Informed sources say the
Ang llayan cditors were later
reprimanded for implement-
ing such a f[ar-reaching shift in
cditorial policy withoul clear-
ance from the central commits
tee.

Analysis say the paper's
foray in to nosl journalism
was sign of how siron the
winds of debate are blowing
within the CPP.

Party lcaders have been
holly arguing over various is-
sues since the CI'P committed
the blunder of boycottling the
1986 snap presidential elec-
tions which isolated the party
from {he popular movement
that unseated Ferdinand
Marcos and put Corazon

Aquino in power.

One such issue was the
proposal of somec part cadres
lo revise the CPP’s stralcgy of
scizing power through a pro-
tracted guerrilla struggle in
the countryside in favour of a
more urban-locuscd, insur-
rectionary-style strategy.

I3ut the dcebale over socialist

modcls goes deeper, And ana-

lysts say the CPSU's fall from
power is likely to make that
discussion cven more  lively

* and more public than ever.
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Here in, for easy under-

standing we rather speci
those information : (1) F:cﬂ?i::
very lead sentence of the re-
port it was told that Daewoo
Fabric Show had been spon-
sored the "Interspeed”. The
fact is that the show was abso-
lutcly our own sponsored and
it had been planned and orga-
nized by Daewoo tion,
Interspeed, as an advertising
agency was only assigned to
complete the interior decora-
tion, %mmm&
sign”. In one stage

last sentence of the seventh
paragraph) of the

an-
other misinformation sim-

led down the estab-
s
o

stature and repute of
ur . Il was stated
that in h, Daewoo
had bgen operating since 1978

as a joint venture with Desh
Garments. The fact is that
Desh was the [irst organiza
which was assisted by Daewoo
Corporation in establishing an
export orienled Garment Fac-
tory in Bangladesh, it was not a
joint venture project,

M S Kwon,

Director, Daewoo Corporation
Dhaka Liaison Office

Students and crime

Sir, In the recent past we
were having to read much
about the sudden activities
carried out by our Police force
in the name of curbing 'social
crimes' committed by the
'student community.' So far as
we know quite a large number

of students have been taken

into custody. Our belief is that
most of such 'students’ who
dre guilty of real crimes being
carried out in ,the country
specially in Dhaka city are
moving around freely while the
innocent ones are at the

of the law makers and law en-
forcers. What justice can we
expect when the innocent stu-

dents are not allowed to utter

tion -

‘were remanded to

a single word in defence nor

- they know how to act in situa-

tions like that ! For example,

on October 3 in the morning
the Farmgate Road was closed

to public. Police arrested some .
young boys allegedly for col-

lecting 'tolls'. These boys were

reported to be the students of

Tejgaon Degree College. So far
so good. But at around 7 in the

cvenln? a surprise visit by a
body of Police was made at the

College itself. The College was

having its night shift classes

then. Three students who

were found to be playing car-

rom at the College's common

room were picked up.

alter

having spent one whole night

at the T Police Station.

After two days, their relatives

reportedly spent more

than a thousand for each,

the students were set free on

‘parcle’. The real 'case’ brought

is

warned not to deny the charge
brought against them because
then that would mean chal-
lenging the 'authority’ and that
may anger them and force
them to make further move.
The helpless boys had nothing
to do but agree. And sooner
than can be imagined they
shall become 'convicts of
criminal acts’ which they have
not done | This is one 'novel’
way to get 'undelayed justice'
indeed !

Now the question is : Are
we not trying to force a larger
number of innocent ple to
turn criminals? I do hope and
pray the Ministry of Home
Affairs will act accordingly if
we are to expect a healthy so-
clety in future.

Nahtasha Kamal

8, Bhojohari Street
Dhalea. |

Golam Azam's
blessings

Sir, Presidential candidalcs
secking blessings from Golam
Azam had crealed storms in
the demarcated corners of

Bangladesh political arena. In

S ———
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fact, it was an une:pﬁ:uﬂ and

strange allair to many who had
employed all out effort to expel
Golam Azam and his party from
the soil of sh. Can-
celling citizenship, branding
him great collaborator of Pak
army, calling him Albadar,
Razaker and virtually waging an
undeclared civil war against
his party — they did their level
best Lo eradicate his ideology
followers from this Muslim

ﬁnw visit Presidential

candidates to Golam Azam's
residence for his favour, of
course, is a thunderbolt to his
arch political opponents — an
insulting, u rtable time
for them. But they have .
haps lorgotien a cruel lrutr—'—
there is no enemy in politics
forcver. It is the hard realitics
of the Bangladesh politics that
compelled the 'learned’ Presi-
dential candidates to seek Go-
lam Azam's blessings. He is no
controversial personality now,
rathcr a vital factor in lang-
ladesh politics which has been
proved threugh the recent
political events,

Rugia Suliana,
ligidarpara, Urahmanbaria



