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Heavy fighting rages

sout.h of Danube

BELGRADE, Oct :
Mmmrmm
and Croatian rebels held
in historic Adriatic port of
Dubrevnik today but heavy

fighting raged in the
south of the Danu

river, reports Reuter.
The coastal arecas around
Dubrovnik's medieval city
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by the 600,000-
Serb minority

nic Serbs in Croatia.

reporters in Dubac, three
km (iwo miles) southwest of
Dubrovnik, that the Croatian
militiamcn inside Dubrovnik
musl lurn in their weapons.
"We're not going until the
Croatian paramilitary forma-
tions surrender,” he said. "The
blockade is tighter. We are let-
ting pass only boats bringing

BUET situation
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against those elcments in-
volved in violence.

The dclcgalion comprised
Prof Ali Alzal, Prol Imamuddin,
Prof Taher Ali, Prof Siddique
Hossain.

A 10 member delegation of
'‘Dakkhin Bangla Unnayan

Parishad’ also met President
Biswas at his residence.

The delegation led by
Parishad's President
Amanullah felicitated
President [iswas,

The members also dis-

cussed with the President
maltlers including road com-
munication agriculture and in-
[rastructural development for
the southern districts of the

country.
Earlier, lcaders of the
Janadal led by its chairman

Khondakar Mahtabuddin called
on President Biswas. While
talking to Lthem, President
Biswas asked them to dedicale
themscives 1o work for mect-
:E the basic needs of the peo-

A team of Bangladesh
Income Tax LIH}'LI"S
Associalion led by Advocalc
Majid Mollah also called on
President Biswas and dis-
cusscd various problems with
him.

KAFCO talks

ment.

agreement signed at
the fag end of Ershad
Government stipulated that
gas, the main raw material of
the factory, will be supplied
from Bakhrabad at 75 per cent
1000 cft and the payment will
be deferred by three and a halfl

years.
These provisions were de-
scribed by officials as

"inequitable and against the
interest of the nation,”

to the formation of a 4-mem-
ber cabinet subcommittee.

The committee in its report
last month sald "at every stage
fof KAFCO deal) from 1982
onward the interest of Bang-
ladesh has been systematically
compromised,” and rec-
ommended "inequitable fea-
tures of the KAFCO proposals,
particularly in regard to bank

tee, gas pricing and de-
- payment for gas, should
be known to the concerned
Mmm:nl.l s

A cabinet meeting which
considered the report ex-
panded the committee with
two more ministers and en-
trusted it with the responsibil-
ity of negotiating wﬂh KAFCO
authoritcs

Snlurda_rl mecling with
KAFCO authoritics was pre-
sided over by Industries
Minister Shamsul Islam Khan.

Cabinet sub-committee
members Information Minister
Nazmul lluda, Energy and
Mincral Resources Minister Dr
Khondaker Mosharrafl Hossain,
Works Minister Rafiqul Islam
Mia, Planning Minister A M
Zahiruddin Khan and Civil
Aviation and Tourism Minister
Abdul Mannan and senior offi-
cials of the relevant ministries
altended.

rcliel supplies or evacuating
women, children and sick
people.”

Croatian militias have also
claimed victory and vowed to
fight on rather than turn in
their guns. In the meantime
plans are being made lo evac-
uale those who wish 0 lcave.

"The army said il would se-

cure transport from Lhe city
for anyone whoe wanied Lo

w Kolic, onc of the
authoritics negotiat-
t“ “lh th mu lll'd re-
porters.

But he stressed that
Dubrovnik was no longer in
danger and called upon its cit-
izens o stay. “There is no necd
for anyone to lcave,” he said in
a radio hm-:hul.

A relicl ship
from ltaly
m l'.cd by the navy
convoy left for lhc
cil‘.y I'rnm In;n:h Croalia's
::,ll about 400 km (240

Bulru'.iﬂn:d rn'.-d
throughout the w
gion near the Dunuhc wh::rr:
the Roman Catholic Croats and
Christian Orthodox Serbs live
in a tangle of rival towns and

villuges.

Penalty for herbs
treatment for
AIDS

LONDON, Oct 26 : Britain's
medical watchdog bedy on
Friday struck two ductnrn ofl
the medical register for pro-
moting a herbs and meditation
treatment for AIDS, reports
Reuter.

No strike before
talks, assure
transport owners

Transpori owners Saturday
assured the government that
henceforth they would not go
for strike prior to any discus-
sion with the authorities, re-
ports UNB.

The assurance was given by
the leadcrs of Bangladesh
Sarak Paribahan Samity, a fo-
rum of road transport owners,
during their meeting with
Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury at his Secretariat
office.

While discussing various is-
sues rclatling to transpert
problems in the country, the
Home Minister warned that
the present government would
put down terrorism, illegal toll
collection and hooliganism
with "iron hand.”

The government would not
hesitate to take stern mea-
sures against any criminal
whatever his identity, Chow-
dhury told the meeting.

He soyght cooperation of all
concerned, including trans-
port owners and workers, for
maintenance and restoration of
discipline in the transport sec-
tor to ensure rapid national
development and welfare of
the pecople.

Samity lcaders, including
Execulive President Alhaj A K
Jainul Abedin, Vice-President
Prof Md Abdur Rashid, General
Secretary llasan Imam, Trea-
surer Alhaj Abdul Kalam and
Executive Committee member
Md Ali Khan, took part in the
discussion.

1 killed, 10 injured

as bus falls into
roadside ditch

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Oct 26:
One person was killed and 10
others sustained wounds when
a Comilla-bound bus from the
Sayedabad bus terminal fell
into a roadside ditch at Mijmiji
on the Dhaka-Chittagong
highway this morning.

Witnesses said, the bus
skidded off the road as the
driver lost his control. Najma
Akhter (25) died on the spol
while Lhe injured passcngers
were admitled to different
hospitals here.

The driver managed to
escape after the accident.
However, the bus was detained

by police.

JS session
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government.

Alter the passage of the
12th Amendment Act that led
to the infroduction of a par-
liamentary system in the coun-
try, AL's main political
weapon against the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party is
the Indemnity Repeal Bill.

A ranking AL leader said
that a policy dccision at the
highest level of BNP was
needed il any posilive outcome
was o be expected f[rom the
Special Committee. Law
Minister Mirza Golam Haliz
has, however, repea em-
phasised that a large number
of knots would have to be re-
moved Lo lake a clear decision
on the Indemnity Repeal 131l
The progress made so far
indicalcs that the committee
would be unable to come o any
decision during the current
session.

rought sup-
y. afler

yesterday. (&ayu:?*?]

KINSHASA, Oct

Opposition parties txpelhd
new Prime Minister Bernardin
Mungul-Diaka from their
coalition, state radio reported
Saturday and riots were
reported in the interior,
reports AP and Reuter.
Kinshasa, the capital, was
tense but calm. However, riots
and looting raged Friday in at

least four southern towns,

diplomats said.
Voice of Zaire radio
broadcast messages f{rom

opposition parties saying they
would it any rmment
formed by Mungul-Diaka,
whom they have branded a
traitor for accepting the
appointment from President
Mobutu Sese-Seko. _

Troops loyal to Mobutu
patrolled Kinshasa, where
protesters on Thursday
pillaged and set fire to the
presidential residence, then
ransacked Mungul-Diaka's
house.

Mcanwhile, pecople hunted
in vain for food and other
provisions. Shops and markets
stayed closed after a week in
which troops [ired into the air
to disperse protesters who
stoned them. Many people
were reported injured.

In southern Shaba province,
diplomats said soldiers led
looling sprees in the towns of
Mbanza-Ngundu, Lukula, Boma
and Muanda. Rioting was
triggered in the region's

mining centre, Lubumbashi,

carlier in the week when
un troops mutinied.

l;l.li:lhm presidents then
took to the streets on
Wednesday after Mobutu
appointed Mungul-Diaka to
replace Prime Minister
Etienne Tshisckedi, a popular
opposition leader.

Mobutu had been forced to
make Tshisekedi Prime
minister afler September 23-
24 riots led by unpaid soldiers
led France and Belgium to
send 2,000 paratroopers to
Zaire. :

On Friday, however,the
opposition Sacred Union — a
coalition of more than 150
parties — met in emergency
session and expelled Mangul-
Diaka [rom un ranks, state
radio said. The Saturday report

quoted an opposition
statement following the
meeling.

The opposition accused
Mobutu of deliberating
creating and fomenting
confusion, the radio said.

Opposilion leaders have said
they believe Mobutu searching
for a way to impose a military
government, as he did when
he seized power as army
commander in 1965.

"It is apparent thal there is
much unrest within the army
as the nation is s into a
situation which is apparently
uncontrollable,”

‘Belgian
Foreign Minister Mark

. Eyskens said Friday.

Zaire's - military high

Riots spreéd outside Kinshasa,
Opposition boycotts new PM

m“nd warned looting
soldiers today they would be
summarily punished in future.

A seven-point statement
read on radio by an army
colonel also ordered civillans
to turn in and said
iliegal detention of arms or
ammunition would henceforth
be punishable under military
law.

The statement, signed by
general Mahele Liyeko, the
Army Chief of Stall, came after
a month of army-led looting in
a score of cities across the vast
central African country.

The statement did not
specily that soldier-looters

would be shot, but that

o be the case. "Any
soldicr caught in the act will in
future be judged by emergency
procedure,” it said.

Mobutu, who rarely visils
Kinshasa and has been
staying on a boat moored 30
kilometers (18 miles) down
river [rom the capital, has
made no statement aboul the
new riots or Western nations’
decision to abandon the
country.

uropean Communily
am ors sent a nole to
Mobutu on Friday rejecting
Mungul-Diaka. "Setting up a
government that does not
meet the criteria of consensus
and democratisation we have
already outlined will result in
grave consequcnces on Lhe
diplomatic, political and
cconomic fronts,” it said.

Fat.-hn b-m uﬂ‘trﬂl I‘l t!u mazar of ﬂ'lll'-l-hl AK Fazlul Haque in observance of the anniversory of his birth

— Star photo

NARAYANGANJ, Oect 26:
The Narayanganj Sadar upazila
Magistrate today rejected the
bail prayer moved for 18 per-
sons including an ex-commis-
sioner of the local pourasava
arrested for their involvement
in Friday's move to forcibly
evict inmates of two brothels
in the town

The arrested persons were
later sent to the Court from
Nara thana.
police have also prayed to the
court for the detention of
Rafiqul Islam an ex-commis-
sioner and Igbal Ahmed alias
Shymol, a [reclance journalist.

Police arrested two more

— Masud and Kamal —
rom inside the Tantipara
brothel this evening in con-
nection with yesterday's at-
tempt to attack the brothels.

Meanwhile, the Unislamic
Activities Resistance

Commitiee (UARC) continued
its cam for the eviction of
the brothels-one at Tanbazar
and the other at nearby
Tantipara.

The Commititee organised
rallies and processions in vari-

ous of the town including
Dewgél:l-n:h Paikpara, Kashipur,
Golachipa and Bandar demand-
ing the immediate eviction of
the inmates of the brothels
and the unconditional release
of UARC members.

Police continued guarding
the brothel areas round the
clock to resist any possible at-
tack on the prostitutes.

Tension was still prevailing
in the brothel area of Tanbazar
where business establishments
also remained closed.

The leading yarn merchants
of the country in Tanbazar
could not operate their busi-
nesses Lill

The pro:tltulen of the
brothels are still fearing at-
tacks and passi ;E their days
amid immense s as the
turn up of clients il yet to re-
sume following the trouble
over the past few days.

The prostitutes are now

more organised and deter-
mined not to be used
interested quarter. e

Rita Khanam, leader of the
prostitutes said "'We will con-
tinue our movement against
the illegal eviction attempts
and will no more bow down to
the toll collectors’.

From Qur Correspondent

Meanwhile, UARC leaders
with three Members of
Parliament — Abul Kalam,
Sirajul Islam and Reazul Karim
called on the liome Minister
Abdul Matin Choudhury at his
residence loday and discussed
the eviction issue.

The Committee members in
a statement said that the
Minister assured them of co-
operation for a peaceful solu-
tion to the problem.

Meanwhile, Hafej Mokhtar
Hossain, Chairman of
Narayanganj Sadar upazila
Parishad in a statement today
condemned the move to
forcibly evict the prostitutes
without ensuring their rehabil-
itation.

The profession of prostitu-
tion is condemnatory but
forcible eviction of the brothel
inmates would create an ad-
verse impact on the entire
Narayanganj town causing
moral degeneration of the
youngsters, he viewed.

In his statement Mokhtar

Anti-brothel campaigners refused bail

said for the last couple of days
some so-called leaders in the
town were trying to evict the
inmates of two red-light areas
through mectings, processions
and terror activities in the
name of [slam without making
their rehabilitation arrange-
ments. Islam does not allow
any forcible attempt without

prior arrangement of an alter-
native solution to a problem,

he reminded.

He stressed the need to
take proper measures for the
rehabilitation of the prostitutes
all over the «ountry and urged
the governiment to intervene
in the affair.

Members of Narayanganj
Press Club at a meeting this
evening strongly condemned
the UARC for its comment that
a section of local newsmen was
involved in unsocial activities
in the brothel area. The meet-
ing called on the committee to
immediately withdraw the
comment made at its public
meeting on Friday.

Jute workers

From Page 1 Col. 5

the workers of the jute mills
would obstruct all the inter-
district road and railway
transportation on October 28
because the government did
nol pay attention to the de-
mands ol the workers and
solve the problems existing in
the jute mills sector.

Bashar contradicled the
government claim Lhat the jule

mills sustained a loss of taka

1000 crore since the inde-
pendence of Bangladesh.

He said that the govern-
ment stopped paying bonus
voucher to the mills against
their export earnings. lle
added that the bonus voucher
amounied to about 55 per cent
of the export earnings. He said
that the withdrawal of the
bonus voucher was a major
reason for the losses in the
jute mills.

The leaders of the federa-
tion claimed that about 11 of
the divested jute mills had also
become sick and the authori-

ties had suspended ' their op-

erations since They said
that the pg-nz:-n-cthn perfor-

mance ol other divested units
was also not good. The trade
unjon leaders observed that
the disinvestment of the mills

Id not solve the problems
of the sector. Instead the mills
were being sold at a much
lower prices, they said.

The leaders said if the gov-
ernment did not come forward
to solve their problems, they
would go for a greater move-
ment to realise their demands.

The press conlcrence was
also addressed by the General
Sccretary of the Government
Yarn and Textile Mills Sramik
Karmachari Federation, Igbal
Majumder.

Japan attacks
proposed revival of
US trade bill

TOYKO, Oct 26 : Japan at-
tacked as protectionist a bill
making its way through the US
Congress that would allow the
US government to act unilater-
ally against what it considered

unfair trade practices, reports

Reuter.

Flood affected
people brought
under relief
activities : Tariqul

RANPUR, Oct
Wellare and

26: Social
Women Allairs
Minister Tariqul Islam has said
cach and every flood aflected
people had been brought un
der reliel and rehabilitation ac
tivities so that none die of
slarvation, rcports [3SS,

The minister said Lthis while
visiling on-going test reltef
programmes at Zalargan| of

Ihnmr district, Shimultala of
Nilp district and relief

distribution centres at
Kamarpukur of Nilphamart and
al Nilphamari pourasava.
Tariqul Islam said sufficient
rclicl goods had alrcady been
distributled to the distressed
pcoplc and more reliel goods
would be supplicd to miligate

their sulferings.

lle sald massive agricultural
rchabilitation programme had
been under Laken by the gov-
ernmenl o boost agricultural
production. A section of na-
tional dailics had published ex-
aggeraled report of the situa-
tion of grcaler Rangpur dis-
trict to diminish the image of
democraltically elected gov-
ernment of BNP, he added.

Islam said the government
was conlemplating to under-
take permanent solution of
unemployment problem in
flood aflccted areas. ‘

Ile sough suggestion ol all
irrespectlive of a party affilia-
tion for the solution uf the
problem.

Relief coordinator of
greater Rangpur district Wing
Commander (Retd)
| lamidullah Khan, MP was pre-
scnt during the visit

Mcanwhile, reliel and re-
habilitation activities including
test reliefl programmes are
going on in [ull swing in the
districts of greater Rangpur.
Reliel goods worth Tk 41
crorc in cash and kind are be-
ing provided to the affected
people of greater Rangpur dis-
trict of which government
provided 25 crore and NGOs
the rest.

JCD activists shot
From Page 1 Col. 5

Hall cafleteria while taking
supper by a group of armed
youths and were stabbed and
beaten up in front of Suryasen
Hall at about 11.15 pm. The
armed youths also fired shots
at them which 1injured
Shahjada.

Immediately alfter the inci-
dent, at least thirly rounds of
gunshots were fired from the
Suryasen Hall, Mohsin Hall,
Jasimuddin Hall and Arts
Building areas.

The incident was believed
to be sequel to a long time ri-
valry belween two groups
within the JCD. -

Meanwhile, a case has been
filed with Ramna thana accus-
ing Shamim, Mirza, Gulzar and
Patu ol attacking and injuring
Shahjada and Bony. It may be
mentioned that Gulzar was one
of the accused in the Reza
Mahmud murder case in
Khulna

Tension spread among the
JCD activists following the in-
cident and some of them left

the Ziaur Rahman llall, Sheikh
Mujib llall and Jasimuddin

Hall.

JCD held a rally Saturday at
the DUCSU bulilding premises
protesting the Friday night in-
cident. The rally addressed
Rafiqul Islam Jaglu and
Akkas Nadim demanded pun-
ishment to the persons in-
volved.

Chhatra. Lcaﬁ'uc (S-A) held a
rally at the Madhu's canteen
pn:m:hu blaming the JCD for
campus violence. The rally ad-
drnu-d by Golam Mostafa
Suzan and Quamruzzaman
Ansari.

Democratic Students Unity
(DSU) at a rally at the main
gate of the Arts Building
strongly condemned Friday
night incident and demanded
arrest ‘and trial of all armed
hoodlums to restore peace on
the campus.
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BEWING, Oct 26: Authorities sentenced more
drug traflickers to death and burned mere

imn-:lu-b
(Zhongguo Qingnian Bao) said death sen
m&ﬂnmrﬂlytnllurmﬂ-ﬂﬁrm

nounced for 35
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undisclosed number of others at rallies in 14 lowns near
Kunming in Yunnan province. Prisoners generally are led

from sentencing rallies to the execution

ground, where they

are killed with a bullet to the back of the head, reports AP.

'Super’ Typhoon Ruth heads

for Philippines

MANILA, Oct 26: Typhoon

Ruth with twice the
mmtmmmhmm

e

pines Saturday, mﬁ authorities to issue maximum
:wmﬂmmﬂmﬂ three provinces. Ruth, has been
dubbed a "super” typhoon because its power is more than
twice the minimum wind speed for a typhoon, 118 kilome-
ters (74 miles) per hour, reports AP. .
HAMBURG, Oect 26 : Actress Marlene Dietrich, the alluring
star of the "Blue , lelephoned the German news

magazine Spiegel to

WIludMnrdq‘ The mass-circulation daifly
hmmﬂmm
-ﬂﬂrculntnry

for a short time, and relatives had flown to

front-page sto
lress was so

hemh-dlbppd

lupﬂlh:“m

ll-ﬁ

allments that

scc her in Paris for one last visil, reporis AP.

Water management

From Page 1 Col. 4
lized or underutilized wcre
mostly installed by Bangladesh
Agricultural Development
Corporation (BADC), and some
by the DBangladesh Water
Development Board. Some of
those were rented out to farm-
ers’ cooperatives, or ‘sold out’
to such coopceratives against
bank loans ncver repaid.

The DTWs were thus mostly
considered as [ree gifts, and
there was ncver a real urge
from the bottom to ensure
their full utilization to recover
the capital invested.

Studics conducted under
the grameen agricultural pro-
ject showed that influential
farmers usced to control the
distribution of waler, and since
there was no urge to recover
the capital invested nobody
cared to increase the com-
mand area to reduce the per
acre cost ol irrigation waler.

Again in some instances the
siting criteria of DTWs was not
strictly adhered to and water
could not be flowed to plots of
land away from the site of the
DTW because there remained
no scope for gravitational flow
of watcr. Water was also wasted
by supplying excessive walcr
on plots of land near the DTW
site. As farmers did not have a
stare in the capital invesiced
they also did not care to main-

tain the DTWs p PC
Drganizatinnu pruhllma

coupled with lack of financial
discipline, and lack of incen-
tives to keep DTWs in running
order have been identified as
the reasons why DTWs are op-
erating well below the level of

cfliciency anticipaled at the

planning
This ine nt utilization of
[YTWs has prompted a number
of NGOs like the
Rural Advancement Committee
(BRAC), Proshika and the
Cooperative [or American
Relief Everywhere (CARE) to
acquire around 500 DTWs and
L mote their operation by
ndless groups who sell their

scrvices and the waler to the
lrrlgntnnonthehnlhnfcrup

ﬂrnmttn agricultural pro-
jeet's ex in 1988-90
showed in the Rangpur-
Dinajpur arca the command
arca under mhwm
45 acres. In .
the command area
resiricted to 37.5 acres per
DTW.

The project showed a .
promisc o increase the com-
mand arca of DTWs, but in the

process of trail over the last

three yecars Grameen Bank has

had to advance an amount of
Taka 9.8 crore as debt, be-

cause operation of DTWs was-
not yet cost effective. Another -

five crore Taka loss is anticl-.

pated- for the year 1990-91:°
But it is believe that with fat-

ther improvement of organiza-

tion and nt DTW ef-

ficiency could be increased

further.

UNCDF  and the
Netherlands government have
committed over Taka 40 crore
for the Grameen Agrieyltural
Foundation to continue the
trial to make the DTWs prof-
itable.

SAARC
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This will be a very signifi-
cant mecting for Begum Zia as
this is the first SAARC Summit
after the BNP government as-
sumcd power. SAARC was ini-
tialed by her husband the late
President Ziaur Rahman.

Begum Zia, will be accom-
panied by the Foreign
Minister, Foreign Secretary
and a number of other impor-
tant officials. Bangladesh will
certainly seek cooperation
from the Association's other
members to help the region's
newest democratic nation
meel ils needs.

The 1989-90 period has
been somewhat diflicull for
SAARC. The all round inlerest
and c¢nthusiasm which it had
been able to generate in its
early yecars, was marred by the
uncertainty over the Fifth
SAARC Summit not taking
place during 1989. The
Council of Ministers which
normally meects Lwice a year,
Luuldﬁmld only one session in
1989.

The SAARC Charter aims at
promoling active collaboration
and mutual assistance in the
economic, social, cultural,
technical and scientific ficlds.
As we survey the scene, we
find that SAARC has made
commendable progress in
forging co-operation on some
important social issues. Tech-
nical co-operation in agricul-
ture, health, meteorology, te-

summit
lecommunication, science and
non-hardware aspects of
technology has becn a success
story. Efforts are underway to
identify measurcs for eco
nomic and cultural co-¥
operalion.

The SAARC Charter clearly
stipulates strengthening of co-
opcration with other develop-
ing countries, among Lthem-
selves in internatio forums
on malters of common inter-
est, and with intcrnational and
rcgional organizalions wilh
similar aims and purposcs. All
these, of course, arc Lo be

viewed in the context of the
objcctive of the Assoctation lo

romole and strengthen col-

ctive selfl-reliance among the
couniries in South Asia. The
Charter also enjoins the
Standing Commitiee to under-
lake the function of mobiliza-
tion of regional and external
ICSOUrces.,

Public perceptions of the
cssentiality and funcuons of
SAARC have cvolved during the
last six years. Regional coop-
eralion now advocales in all
walks of life, including South
Asia study centres and other
acadcmic institutions, profes;
sional bodies in member stales
and the regional media. Man
non-governmental organiza-
tions share the SAARC goals,
and are ready to join hands in
carrying out its activitics and
lending it Ltheir support.
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