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Morcover, women bear the
responsibility for

XFAM, the British- bas
od whose na-
me is now almost

Yet back they admit
that despite their best efforts,
not has been
made in the ttle against
poverty. in the past decade

has deepened in much
of the world, and
the between North and
South widened, the agency

the world’'s people. One in six
families are rer than a

unnecessary and avoidable

"Oxfam’s first half-century
has taught us that poverty is
not an inevitable fact of life.
Most of it is man-made.”

More than one billion peo-
E:.lﬂfﬂ:nl'urwrﬂ‘npnpu-

tion, live in absolute
and must survive on £178 or
less per year, the amount
spent cvery year by atypical
Britlon on restaurant meals
along. '

Most disturbing to Oxfam is
the “lost dccade” of the
Eightics. when progress made
in the two previous decades
was croded In the Eighties
Mauy developing countries not
only fafled W kecp up with in-
dustrialised ones but their in-
comes fell in real terms.

in most of Africa and much
of Latin America, in-

by 20 per cent. In the
time, health spending
per person in the world's 37

slashed by 50 per cent.

In Zambia, child deaths
caused by malnutrition more
than doubled in the decade.
whilc in Britain the number of

people owning freczers has
riscn twolfold.

By April 1991 commodity
prices had fallen to their low-
est point ever in real terms,
according to the Oxfam report.
This deterforation in terms of
trade has cost developing
countries an estimated £33.3
billlon a year. Added to the

twice the £28.3 billion devel-
oping countries receive in aid
evVery year.

The industrialised weorld
bears most of the blame for
this nt, according to
Oxfam : "Rich countries re-

world's manufactured goods
from entering their markets
come in for heavy criticism in

Rich countries,

Fe

In spite of their economic
coniribution, the weight of

Without the means to support
thcemsclves, many survive in

camps in their own or

uring countries, with
the help of international relief
agencics. The office of the
United Nations High

Comunissioncr for Refugees has
estimated Lhe global
population at about 15 million,
proximaiely B0 per cenl of
w are women and chil-
dren. Inadequale food rauons
causc health problems flor
re women and children,
who are particularly suscepli-
ble W nutrittonal deficiencics,
particulurly lack of iron, cal-
cilum lodine and vitamin C.
Walcr-borne discases lend o
alllict reflugees and displaced

people cspecially women, who
are Lhe primary collectors of
water. Overcrowding and poor
sanitation compound the prub-
Over the past decade, Lhe
scarch lor durablc solutions w0
help refugecs achicve scil-re-
llance has beecome
urgent because of the cneor-
mous growth in the number of
refugees In Alrica and West
Asia. llowever, ald has not
been tadlored 10 the charactoer-
istics, skills or needs ol Lhe
majority of the adull refugee
population. Most rcfugee assis-
lance intended
lkms of
directed towards mcn,
who play a sccondary role in
the organtzation
refugee families. A new ap-
roach is nceded 0 reach the
Lﬂk of adult refugees and their
familics and lo design major
training and cmployment-gen-
crating problcms based on Lhe
cxisting or potential produc-
tive s of women.

support for their families, a
phenomenon thal occurs in

and support of

both duvcloping and developed |

counirics. About onc third of
all houschulds In the develop-
ing world arc headed b

wonen. in m::om suc

as in rural Alrica the wban
slums of Latin America, Lhe
numiber s closer 1o hall. A
large ion are landicss,
unski ., HHicrate, uncm-
ployvd or underemployed. One
of the problems conlronting
the growing numbers of rural
women workers In thetr Bm-
ited accvess o land. In

all of the regionsg of the devel-
oping world, women face legal

restrictions against inheritin
land. Furthermore, r

women are dent capital,
short-term credit, technical

assistance and lraining bocausc
they arc not officially catego-
rized as "productive”. Women's
farm worked Is secn as a nalu-
ral extension of rural house-
hold work, and it oflen gocs
unrccorded statistically,

llouscholds headed by
women in the developed coun-
tries are also poorer than
thosc headed by men. In the
United Siales, 53 per cent of
poor [amilics are supporicd by
a woman with no spouse pre
sent, and ncarly one in cvery
four children under the age of
six is currently brought up In
poverty. Yet, gender  inoquality
is more pronounced in the de-
veloping socictics, particularly
in rural arcas. This inequality
is cvident in the female-male
disparilics in the share of
women in the labour foree, In
illitcracy rates and educational
kevels, and in health and nutn.
tion, (UNIC Dhaka)

(

LAVERY is alive and

well in India. It s

called bonded labour
Gopal Fasale, 60,

USS!l). Hs
in bonded
labour and so s his son.

Nakul Fasale, the son; was
n to bonded labour to
of his father's

i

money lenders to support his
family and got deeper into

Wage.
Organisation estimates there
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POVERTY OF WOMEN : A MAJOR
DEVELOPMENT CHALLENGE
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Half a century Later Oxfam
Faces Daunting Tasks

Born in 1942 as the Oxford Committee for Famine Relief, Oxfam entered its 50th
year in October. Organisers plan to use the anniversary to raise more money for its
hundreds of projects in 71 countries. Senior Oxfam officials are swift to extol the
virtues of a half-century's effort, but they wonder aloud whether the odds are still
stacked against them. As Gemini News Service reports, conditions in most of the
developing world have worsened considerably over the past decade. by Allan

Thompson

ceeded their earning capacity,
in mostL cases. most in-
debted countries responded by
cutting food subsidies, educa-
tion and health s

Oxfam also assails policies
that sce nearly half all govern-
ment aid go to better-off
countries — such as Indonesia
and Israel — for political rea-

‘sons. Much of what remains is

:IT::::t Iﬂud!:mmad on the con-
spent on goods

from the donor country.
Oxfam has called on rich
countries to set msclves a
five-year timetable to incrcase
aid budgets to 0.7 per cent of
their gross national products.

The average for industrialised
countries is now only 0.33 per

But Oxfam also wants devel-
oping countries to be held
partly accountable for the mess
they are in. The agency points
to lack of democracy, neglect
of the environment and recur-
rent ﬂl}hry conflict as key
causes o poverty.

At least l'll.]fn:;‘ﬂi: world's
developing countries are under
military contral, it notes.
Compared with nations gov-
erned by civililan leaders,
countrics under military rule
have been dragged through
twice as many wars since
1960, spent 83 per cent more
on their respective militaries
and now support armed forces
more than twice as big. on a
per-capita basis. Morcover, an-
nual military spending in de-
veloping countries has shot up
by an average of 7.5 per cent
over the past 25 years.

Says : "A major key to
development and to the fight
against poverty is giving poor
people a say in their own fu-
tures, a voice in their own gov-
ernment ... The importance of
a democratic system, espe-
cially one with freedom of

ss and other media, cannot

overestimated.” -

Left unsaid in the report is

Time for a fairer world

is a modem
acts as a powerful

magnet, attracting the poor

port which

who then settle on the

surrounding swamp.

The swamp has grown into
one of Bangkok's
crowded squatter settlements.
it is where ferrocement — a
new, but not-so-new building
material — will make its debut
on the mass housing scene.

Low-cost housing for slum
dwellers is hard to come by.
Wood, as a building material, is
becoming scarce. And there
are few lightweight materials
that can replace wood.

Another problem in Klong
Toey is that much of the slum
area is swamp land where
‘manual construction is
difficult. A house in the

tter settlement must also
be designed with a capacity for
easy dismantling, [for
relocation or senovation
purposes. And it should be
affordable for poor people.

Enter ferrocement, a mix of
cement Elnntered around steel
(ferro) bars and wire mesh
formed to whatever shape a
builder has in mind.
Ferrocement technology has
long been widely known, but
only recently has it come into

intlensive use as a way of
combatting the housing
shortage. .

The k-based Asian

Institute of Technology (AIT),
which will oversee the Klong
Toey ferroccment housing, has
come u

with a low-cost

that many Third World dicta-
tors — Zaire's Mobutu,
Indonesia’'s Suharto and
Kuwail's al-Sabah. for instance
— are propped up by the
North

There has been no lack of
trying at Oxfam to improve
conditions in developing coun-
tries. The agency began fits
work in 1942 as the Oxford
Committee for Famine Relief.
its main concern then was
starvation in Nazi-occupied

famine had
‘ peopile du
the Allied blockade of Eumr::.'

Later the committee n
the work for which it has be-
come famous — a for
contributions to m
in the South. Today the agency
operates in 71 countries; last
year it had a budget of £43
million.

Oxfam's current projects
range from disastet relief pro-
grammes (o innovative sex-ed-
ucation clinics, from hospitals

for African women mutilated
by circumcision to a national
park in the Amazon and ser-
vices for the disabled of
Lebanon.

For 20 years Oxfam has
promoted [air trade by bring-
ing handicrafts from the South
and selling them in shops and
by mail-order in the North.
Producers are guarantecd a

share of the profits.
— GEMINI NEWS

Allan Thompson is a
Canadian journalist with the
Toronto Star newspaper on a
one-year internship at Gemini
sponsored by Canada’s Inter-
national Development Rese-
arch Centre.
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of Hunger

in a Sea of Food

The role of agriculture should be seen as improving
livelihoods and nutrition, not simply producing crops

and commodities

ORE than half of the
Mmﬂ'l undernourished
ople live in countries
where adequate supplies of
i6od are available.
~ But lack of money, poor di-
ets and feeding practices and
inadequate distribution sys-
tems keep the food out eof the
reach of many people.

So much so that despite ad-
vances made in recent years in
improving food availability and
nutrition, hunger and .under-
nutrition continue to exist in
many countries.

At the same time, ty of
malnutrition associa with
over-consumption — like obe-
sity — are increasing in both
developed and developing na-
tons.

The United Nations Food
and Agriculture Organisation
(FAO) says that malnutrition. in
all its forms, persists today in
virtually every country of the
world.

"There are indications that

A Way to Construct
= Cheap Floating Homes

For low-cost housing and for various other building purposes, ferrocement
materials and techniques are more than proving their worth

income of 4,103 bath

, (US$160).

The [errocement house
slands on a series of
interconnected ferrocement
pontoons which measure 4.5
metres by 7 metres. The
pontoons are suitable for areas
with a water depth of at least a
metre. The ferrocement house
on top measures 3.2 m by 4.2

‘m. The rest of the floor areas

is used for recreation or
domestic chores.

The house is made of
ferrocement walls and wooden
roof trusses, with
prefabricated asbestos sheets
to keep it lighweight. In
Thailand, strong winds cause a
building to "bend,” a problem
more pronounced in Klong
Toey as it is in an exposed area
near the harbour. One way to
build the floating house is to
have the walls as the main
structural support for the
upper structure. This provides
good resistance to strong
winds.

Floating houses are
particularly. vulnerable to
winds. To make it more stable,
the house is tied by cable to
fixed piles or anchored to the
ground. :

b 4

While a single pontoon is

more buoyant, a series of
rectangular ferrocement

pontoons can be buiilt one at a
time — suitbale for families
which will'build the floating
houses themselves, depending
on their capability and
resources.

A scries of pontoons also
reduces the chances of the
structure sinking. If a lecak
occurs in one pontoon, the

damage is localised and ecasily
fixed.

According to AIT engineers,
a floating ferrocement house
has many advantages. It uses
locally available materials, can
be towed from place to place
and does not require skilled
labour for its construction.

Ferrocement is a durable
material in harsh conditions. It
resists corrosion and does not
deteriorate through being
constantly underwater. Such
floating structures can also be
used for recreation and as
work stations in marine
projects, etc.

In November 1990, the
Asian Institute of Technology
conducted a training course on
ferrocement technology for
the construction industry.. The
five-week course included
analysis, design and t::un1
procedures and practica
construction methods.

The 19 participants from
Indonesia, Malaysia and the
Philippines built various
structures, like a 2-cubic-
metre water tank, a 4-square-
metre hyperbolic-paraboloid
roof, and a 6 m footbridge — all
made out of ferrocement. The
choice of the design projects
reflected the national
development needs identified

by the participants.

Three of the participants
were engineers from tLhe
Philippines, stafll members of
the Capiz Development
Foundation, Inc. (CDFI), which
is active in the promotion and
construction of ferrocement
waler lanks, in Capiz province,
central Philippines. While at
AIT, the three prepared a
technology dissemination plan
for ferrocement.

returning to the
Philippines, the engincers
built two hyperbolic-paraboloid
roofs in two Capiz ﬂlhﬂ:‘.
They also started to [ind
means to reduce the cost of a
4,000-litre ferrocement water
tank by 20 per cent without

compromising quality.

Upon

The CDFI itsell was chosén
as a training centre for
ferrocement techneo for
ccntral Philippines, a joint
project of the AIT and the

about 15-20 per cent ol the
&Hﬂlﬂ. world's tion
(excluding China) do not have
continued access to enough
food to meet their minimum
needs for a healthy, productive
ltfe and could be classified as
chronically energy deficient.”
according to the FAO report,
Nutrition and Swustainable
Agriculture and Rural Develo-

pment.

The report says that in
some instances, "about 50 per
cent are also affected by some
type of nutrient deficiency ...
In addition, chronic diet-re-
lated non-communicable dis-
cases, such as obesity, cardio-
vascular diseases and some
cancers, are increasing dra-

and jodine deficiency
disorders continue to affect
millions worldwide.”

This situation persists de-
spite impressive gains in food
production in recent years.
FAO estimates indicate that
the average daily per caput di-
etary energy supply worldwide

Ferrocement Information
Network-Philippines, or FIN-
Philippines.

The Ferrocement
Information Network was
established by AlIT's
International Ferrocement
Information Centre. Its
members include [errocement
users in developing countrics :
China, Cuba, India, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Mexico, Pakistan,
Philippines, Sdudi Arabia,
Trinidad and Tobago, United
Kingdom, Vietnam and the
Virgin Islands.

FIN-Vietnam is involved in
research and design of
ferrocement strugtures : boats,
pontoons, barges, (f{ish
breeding tanks, gates for
dams, floor slabs, prefabricated
floor dlabs and floating homes.

All designs are included in a
primer on ferrocement which
FIN-Vietnam distributes.

In Cuba, more than 1,400 |

passenger and cargo boats have
been built using ferrocement.

The first ferrocement
swimming pool — 25 metres
long — was built in 1982. Many
others followed as the cost was
eight times less than a
concrete swimming pool.

In Santiago de Cuba city, a
theme park features a
Prehistoric Valley complete
with dinosaur figures up to 12
metres high made of
ferrocement. The [irst
ferrocement house was built in
Santiago de Cuba province in
1986.

it led to a little village of
42 ferrocement houses
consirucied in just three
months by unskilled local
labour.

— Depthnews Asia
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The FAO stresses the

importance, ensuring the
“provision of an adequate,

nutritional well-being of all
populations.

"Food security means that
all at all times should
have both the physical and
economic access to the basic
food they need. This implies
that every household ll!:uuld
have the opportunity o -
ducing or mudn;’lmt] in
sufficient quantity and of sulli-
cient quality for all its mem-
bers to lead an active and

healthy life,” says the report.

While food supply is a criti-
cal component of food secu-
rity, the ultimate issue is ac-
cess to food. Even where ade-
qut-tt: ho]:p:i available at the
national it is clearly not
available to the entire popula-
tion simply because many lack

the economic means to pro-
cure it :

The FAO report under-
scores the need to that
the food supply is safe, in addi-
tion to being stable and secure.
"This means ensu that the
desirable characteristics of
food are retained during its
production, handling, process-

ing and packaging,” it says.

The FAO report calls atten-
tion to the importance of agri-
culture in ensuring that popu-

lations get the right kind of
food.

"Agriculture (including the
fisheries, forestry and livél
stock sectors) is the ma
source of income and -1

hood for many of the world$
poor. Consequently, agriculture
policies and programmes have
a greal potential for improving
nutritional status,” the report
says.

It points out that the multi-
ple causes of malnutrition may
all be significaritly affected, di-
rectly or indirectly, by agricul-

tural policies and programmes.

_ These causes include poverty,

social discrimination, inequal-
ity in the distribution of food
and resources, infectious dis-
cases, inadequate care and
feeding practices, environ-
mental degradation and a lack -
of opportunity for betterment,

"Agricultural policies which
incorporate nutrition ebjec-
tives can have pronounced
beneficial effects through their
impact on the level and flue-
tuation of income of nutri-
tionally at-risk households,
food prices, women's labour
demands and time allocation
and the nutrient content” of
food,” the FAO report says.

The report stresses that the
effects the agriculture see-
tor on nutrition go far beyond
food production and supply.
The role of the agriculture sec-
tor should be seen as improv-
ing livelihoods and nutrition,

not simply producing crops
and- commodities.

— Depthnews.



