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Chadin Tephaval writes from Bonn

The first anniversary of the unification of Germany passed without much celebration. The
occasion was dampened by the growing realisation among East Germans that the process
of joining the two Germanies has led to virtual domination by the capitalist West. Many on
the eastern side of the Brandenburg Gate, begin to wonder whether they were better off
under the centralised socialist state.
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srael for the

international pressure on

of UN Security Council

resolutions, especially No 242, which make it
obligatory for the Jewish state to withdraw from
the occupied territories. They would also cer-

tainly

use the ‘meeting

to call a halt in the

settlement of Russian jews in the West Bank and

the Gaza strip. Finally, the big question is, how far
rence go in paving the way for an
independent state for the dispossessed people of
Palestine ? May be onl
spokesman said last week, in the beginning of

‘will the

long journey.
Al this staf:. all one can hope is that the con-

ference will

a step,

evelop its own momentum and un-
derscore the weaknesses and contradictions of

Tel Aviv's position. Thus, the conference could

slowly move away from its o

erences and start
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terms of rel-

pends on the unity in the Arab ranks, the under-
standing that J
in their joint team and the international under-

stlnd.l.nq of the issues
rights o

the Palestinian people. If

and Palestinians sustain

the

concerned, especially
ese condi-

tions are met, Arabs can indeed look forward to a

long conference, covering several stages, with

guarded optimism about its outcome.
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before the UN

gr
gra

In a way the United Nations, on its 45th birth-
day, is back where it started from — in the

grip
4 un:lpolar world. In 1946 the United States, the
and victor of the just concluded
tion and the supreme

global confla-

global body, dominaled world affairs. It was only

in the mid fifties and early
socialist bloc

sixties that the

to assert itsell and we started

to see Lhe beginnings of the bipolar world, which

had been more or less the
International politics till the other day. By the

‘seventies, the United Nations membership grew

to include man
the newly deco

nised

developing countries, specially
ost of

ones from Alrica.

‘these countries grouped themselves in the Non-
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within the Unifed Nalions — if not in the
lhe rise of OPEC. But all
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countries be-

debt riddén. Now with the collapse of the
t bloc, we are back again in a world

:which is dominated by a single power.
But as we said earlier, the UN is back to where

it started from — only
‘ways it is a different world,
tated Europe that the UN was concerned with
ithen. It is a debt ridden, poverty stricken and
rover populated world that the
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‘national in character.
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the all encompassing
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ay we pledge our

"democratic socialism.,” the
new government f[aces a
daunting task — starting with
its budget.

The government, the first

J elected one since the 1950s,

recently presented its budget
go howls of criticisms from

many shades of political per-
suasjons.

Not least among the criti-
cisms is that the new budget
will increase nece on
foreign aid at a time when
economic policies are being
realigned worldwide, includ-
ing inside Nepal's powerful
neighbour India.

Critics argue that the bud-
get for 109]1-92 (starting July
17) fails to to lw:p-
ing reforms to develop India
into a free-market economy.

The total budget of 26.6
billion rupees includes devel-
opment expenditure of 16.8
billion rupees. The foreign aid
component is 3.5 billion ru-
pees, including 2.9 billion ru-
pees in bilateral grants and
532 million rupees in multi-
lateral grants.

In the absence of a signifi-
cant mobilisation of resources,

very t:.'.rtu*
the kingdom's de-
. meeting 70 per

budget is expected to be met

by 8.3 billion rupees in foreign
loans 2 billfon rupees in
local borrowings. Bilateral
loans amount to 1.8 billion ru-
pees and multi-lateral loans
amount to 6.5 billion rupees.

“The political change that
has come in the country
should have been followed by a
commensurate econemic
ci'n.ngt"h:g_ Man Mohan Ad-
hikary, in parlfament of
the opposition United Marxix-
Lenintst Party. "What we see is
the continuation of feudal atti-
tudes and foreign influence,”
he says.

“The budget is purposeiess,
verbose and just a collection of
old policies.” says Dr Prakash
Chandra Lohani, a University of
California-educated economist
who is one of four members of
the deposed government who
survived the May 12 parlia-
mentary polls.

"It does not take into ac-
count the wide economic re-
forms being introduced in In-
dia,” he says, adding that the

lan to make Indian currency
reely convertible within five
years would be in the interest
of Indian exporters and at the

cost of Nepali exports.
Indue:'nludth:lndhn

rupee by 20 per cent against

all currency and stream-lined

trade procedures. The budget
was presented a week alter the

per cent against the Indian ru-
pee following New Delhi's de-
valuation move.

"The tilt towards the poor
and welfare is by all means
welcome,” says Dr Bhekh
Thapa., former Nepali ambas-

says Nepal is the eighth coun-
try with the largest UNDP as-
sistance.
UN agencies as well as ma-
E:‘ donors have helped Nepal
fid its infrastructure in the
last 30 years. But the poten-

The political change that has come in Nepal should
have been followed by a commensurate economic

change

sador to the United States. But
it could have been bolder. he

adds.
The new b t ecomes at a
time when is asking aid

and development agencies for
more. For example, the gov-
ernment is discussing with the
United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) future
projects under the fifth coun-
iry programme starting 1992.

The UNDP has pledged
US8$78 million for the five-year
period ending 1996, an in-
crease by 14 per cent over
previous country programmes.
An additional US$15 million is
expected from the UN Capital
Development Fund (UNCDF)
and the UN Population Fund
(UNFPA).

"It is a big programme by
our standards,” says Jerrold

Berke, UNDP resident repre-

tials for future development

Nepal's need for technical
cooperation in the next five
years will be far more in ex-
cess to the funds curren

pled by the UNDP. And
Nep-T:lnt: to raise the level

development,
of planning and
administration and environ-
ment management.

resources

For example, Mr Berke
points out, "we think we need
to give drinking water and fir-
rigation projects to directly
benefit poor farmers.” But at
the same time, he says, there

address.
Objective/essay type
questions

Sir, The four Eduecation

| Boards of the eountry intro-

duced objective type questions
for the SSC mnrﬂal:u from

1991 with a view to reformi

the examination system. All
the Boards sent a book of sam-
ple questions to each respec-
tive educational institution of
the country in order to ac-
quaint the candidates with the
patterns to question well be-
fore the examinations are held.
The SSC candidates for 199}

. as such prepared themselves

in the light of the sample
questions for both objective
and essay types. The Boards
previously determined the
pass mark for objective type
part at 20 and that for essa
type part at 16 marks -
ually, and thus the pass mark
of both the types combined,
was 36 altogether. Recently
this has been revised fixing the
pass mark,of both the types at
33. A candidate now needs 33
mark s :iﬁtl:r from objective
or m essay or
ftﬂ: both the types u:::lnd
to be able to secure the pass
mark in a subject.
More clearly, if a candidate
now secures 33 marks in the

objective type without obtain-
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with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
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| | tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

ing any mark in the essay type
he/she will be able to succeed
in the whole subject examina-
tion. This will surely degrade
the standard of examination
system and [acilitate a section
of examinees to pass out easily.
If the aim behind introducing
this system was to bring about
a reform in the total examina-
tion system why then such a
concession has been given en-
abling the learners to pass in
one part instead of both the
parts? Why has the objective
type of Mathematics been
waived? This revised decision
has greatly shocked a good
number of ideal candidates.

Sakhawat Hossain Chowdhiuy
Lecturer, Pabna Cadet College.

Glass sheet factory

Sir, | noted with interest
your front article (Oct 19)
about the ofaUSD 1 m
Belgian grant, The most
depressing aspect of this news
item is that it is acutely repre-
sentative of the inverse-snob-
bery syndrome by which I
mean there is a widespread
assumption that donors are
falling over one another to as-
sist us and that the quantum of
aid commitment is more
important than the extent of
its utilisation.

A very specific example
concerns Usmania Glass Sheel
Factory (UGSF). Apparently all
points in the government are
convinced that UGSF badly
nceds upgrading and a detailed
Tk 31 crore [(Approx) pro-
gramme has been worked out.
The Belgian Government have
also agreed to contribute the
total requirement in the form
of a grant. On the one hand,
UGSF itsell as well as BCIC and
the Ministry of Industries feel
that if GOB on-lend the funds
to UGSF, the BMRE would not

~ be a viable project. They have,

therefore, proposed that about
50 pct be passed on to UGSF
as a grant and 50 pct be given

. as a loan at 12.5 pct interest.

it appears now that some
genius al Plancom has decided
that since UGSF is to be priva-
tised in due course, it should
not benefit [rom a part-grant.
As | see it, this imaginative
dcc];liun will lead to the
following : (1) The opportuni
to upgrade UGSF wlfl be lu:n-ltti'r
(2) UGSF will sink into greater
decay, (3) the Government ex-
chequer will be deprived of Tk
15 crore, (4) the country will
be deprived of Tk 31 crore
and, finally, (5) when the
Government actually seek to
privatise UGSF, it will be as a
lame duck instead of profitably
going and modernised indus-
trial establishment.

Anisul Momen
Rankin Street, Dhaka

Confusion of spelling
Sir, From sometime past

our capital city is being spelt
in English as “Dhaka” hlltzﬂ

of its original spelling “Dacca”, '

We, the his though
usc and write this new
spelling, it has been very often
noticed that letters and com-
munications coming [rom
fore couniries bear the
spelling “Dacca”® tn the
address.

"Newsweek" which is a very
important English weckly of
international repute has a very
good market in Bangladesh.
This journal without least care
as to the decision of
Government about the
in the spelling has for years
becn printing "Dacca” as may
be seen in the "Subscription
Rates" column on page 2 of its
each issue. :

"University of Daceca” is an

-old educational institution.

¢ do not know (I Its
Syndicate by any amendment
had brought about any change
in the spelling of "Dacca”. In"
the distant future our posterity
and research scholars would
be in confusion as to whether
there were in existence two
different cities "Dhaka" and
“Dacca”.

Therefore, it is now
perhaps proper for us that we
do revert to the old spelling of
our capital city "Dacca” in view
of the fact that the old spelling
is still popularly known to the
world around and we have not

failed to

we are still using "Bogra”
instead of "Bagura” and
“Chittagong® Instead: of
“Chattagram”,

Abdullah Al Abu Baker Binaft
Birol, Dinajpur.

tion to administer its poverty
alleviation programmes.
classified by the
UN as a "least developed”
country, Nepal has an exeel-
lent foreign exchange reserve
and sympathetic Weslern
donors who have welcomed
the change from the partyless
political regime to a demo-
cratic, multi-party parliamen-

tary system.
The UNDP has invested

more than USS500 million in
technical assistance grants
since 1963. It has been iIn-

volved in 123 projects with
another

46 projects in the

OPINION

programme of the .rn-ent
government s (o leviate

poverty.” says Dr Ram Saran
Mahat. a ted economist
who res his UNDP post
in Pukistan to return home and
help the new government. He
is now an economic adviser to
the Prime Minister.

Mr Berke of UNDP says he

is “impressed by the

dedication and of the
new government The -
ters arc open mi and

communicating with them is

casier. They make you feel
comfortable. | am pleased with

these changes, the breath of
fresh air."— Depthnews Asia

Retreat to Barbarism?

Abu Abdullah

Tucked away inconspicu-
ously on 3 of The Daily
Star dated October 11, 1991,
there was a news item which
made my head swim and my
blood run cold. The editors
had obviously decided that this
bit of information did not
conslitute front page stufl. In
my opinion it rated banner
headlines and a black botder.

A modest, understated cap-
tion — "Import of foreign
books banned”. Reading on, we
learn that according to the
Minister for Forests, Fisheries,
Livestock and Environment,
Mr. Abdullah Al-Noman, as re-
ported in the local press the
government has decided to
"stop imports of foreign books
excepling those required for
rcscarch 'and reference”.
Further down we learn that
according to the minister,
"The government decision to
stop import of books which are
nol in conformity with our cul-
ture and heritage will help
flourish (sic) our own- lilcra-
turc and culture.”

A number of issucs arise.
First, when and how was such

" a momentous decision taken?

Was a bill presented, debated,
and passed in parliament?
More important is the sub-
stantive issue : how could this
step back into barbarism even
be contemplated, let alone ac-
ccplted as policy? For surely it
is nothing less. To deny the
Hicrate people of a country
open aceess to worldwide de-
velopments in literature, phi-
losophy, or the social and nat-
ural sciences, except those
that some government com-
mittee considers "required for
research or reference” and
also "in conformity with our
culture and heritage”, is a sure
recipe for cultural and intel-
lectual disaster. For culture,
and the life of the intellect,
can only thrive on the free flow
of ideas. Cultural efllores-
cences have almost invariably
been the result of cross-polli-
nation, of the meeting of
"alien” cultures. Think the
role of Islamic culture in the
Italian Renaissance, or that of
English in our own more mod-
est but nonetheless astonish-
ing awakening.

What is "our” culture and
heritage ? Surely we are heir
to many heritages — not only

Sanskrit, Persian and Arabic,
but also, perhaps more power-
fully, the Graeco-Roman and
Judaec cultural heritage as
transmuted and transmitted by
the English. To be sure there
is a folk culture that has been

ly untouched by the last.
But folk culture, precisely be-
cause it 18 immune to cross-
lertilization, is static, and can-
not constitute the staple of a
growing, developing. dynamic
culture.

Imagine it, a future where
you don't have access 1o
Dickens, Hardy. Jane, Austen.
Balzac, Zola, Sartre, Camus.
Marx, Kant, Max Wcher.
Tagore. Sharatchandra,
Tarashankar, Bibhutibhushan,
Russell, Whitehead, cxcept
such of these authors as some
commitiee has decided to bc
"in conformity with our culture
and heritage” or "required for
recscarch and reference”.
Imagine your children growing
up without Anderson, Grimm,
Mark Twain, Shukumar Ray,
Satyajit Ray. Is it this state of
total cultural deprivation (only
very partly relieved by piracy
and smuggling) that is sup-
posed to "flourish” our culture?
Even in industrial policy pro-
tectionism is now out of fash-
ion because it breeds ineffi-
ciency. In the field of culture,
such protectionism spells
nothing less than the death of
the soul.

How finally, can a govern-
ment that prides itselfl on be-
ln? democratic arrogatle to it-
sell the right to dictate what
its citizenry may or may not
read? It is bad enough that
from time to time | am dented
the right to read a particular
book because a committee of
semi-literate bureaucrats and
bigoted pseudo-scholars de-
cide that | must be protected
[rom its contents. A blanket
ban on all imported book con-
stitutes a total infringement of
my right to choose and con-
struct my own culture, of my
right to views that differ from
those of the that be, of
my right to [reedom of
thought. It is authoritarianism
run mad. Perhaps. as in
Hitler's Germany, we shall
start with ceremontal bonfires
ol the imported books that are
already in the shops.



